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known fact that on any burning popular question the Federation can
THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN '887 collect tens of thousands of workers in the streets !
; ' Socialism is in the air. It is the talk of workshop and club, ale-
Tue leading feature of the struggle for freedom during the past year | house and street-corner, throughout the civilised world. It is whis-
has been the general attack all along the line of civilisation upon the | pered in drawing-rooms and seriously discussed in professorial lectures
free discussion of ideas. Countries where that right was generally | and scientific assemblies. Every Sunday finds it the subject of hun-
supposed to be secured, like Eng]and and America, have sudden]y dreds of thousands of gpeecheg and debates. Every government 18
found themselves involved in the defence of their ancient liberties and | occupied with suppressing its propaganda, on the one hand, and fram-
countries where the right of free speech has not yet been won, such as | ing measures curtailing the monopoly of property to pacify the popular
Germany and Russia, are being more rigourously gagged than ever. agitation, on the other. This year opens with a “ Socialist” group in

Of course the new Socialist law in Germany, the new university | the French Chamber as well as in the German Reichstadt, and the
regulations in Russia, the attacks of police and Pinkertons upon | germs of such a party in Italy and in England. The mass of the
public meetings in America, the hanging the Chicago Anarchists, the | workers are utterly contemptuous of the old party cries, and every-
persecution of newspapers, and suppression of meetings in Ireland, the | where the democracy is forcing its would-be representatives to take up
assaults upon street processions and peaceable gatherings, and the | the economic question.
murder or imprisonment of innocent spectators or demonstrators in Far more serious is the fact that in every workman’s meeting the
London are one and all indications of fear. These outbursts of | question discussed is not Is expropriation just or necessary? but How
ferocity reveal the doubts of the ruling class of monopolists as to the | can we most effectually expropriate ?
safety of their monopoly of property and power; and show their Within the ranks of Socialism there is a marked tendency to carry
determination to terrorise the masses into submission and poverty. Socialist ideas to their logical conclusion in communism. We find

Their success is that of a man who tries to check the rising of water | even so convinced a Collectivist as Karl Marx’s son-in-law, Lafargue
by pressing on its surface. If its volume is not sufficient to burst the | (Commonweal, July 9 and 16), basing the first economic measures of
obstacle, the water merely forces its way up beside or around the centre | the Revolution on the supply of needs; and many Social Democrats
of pressure. The terrorism of Warren and the police magistrates, for | are carefully disclaiming the fallacy that it is possible to justly appor-
instance, has driven the people for the moment from Trafalgar Square ; | tion wealth on the principle that each man is entitled to the exact
but it has also destroyed much of their remaining superstitious respect | fruits of his own labour.
for men in authority. The police reports of the last month show Further, there is a growing tendency amongst Socialists to advocate
several noteworthy examples that honest workmen are beginning to | a decentralised economic organisation. In fact, the federated com-
feel as little scruple in resisting the violence of a policeman, even in | munes, which provoked such fierce opposition when proposed by Bakou-
the ordinary ‘discharge of his duty,” or in showing contempt for the | nine and his friends in the old International, have now become the
decision of a magistrate, as if these sacred representatives of law and | ideal of the mass of the party. In France it is an obvious fact that
order were ordinary inortals Comrade Blackwell expresses a pretty | the first work of the Revolution will be to proclaim the commune In
general feeling when he writes (in Justice, December 31) with indignant | every large city. In Spain and Italy the movement has been decentral-
sympathy of “our brothers in prison—the thousands whose names we | ising from the beginning. In England the idea of local administration
do not know who are confined within the grim walls of an English | is ingrained in the very nature of the people, and is making its way
bastile ;” poor undefended men and women, “accused of a thousand | more and more into the teachings even of Justice. The old idea of a
and one offences against policeman and property,” and consigned to a | centralised State Socialism is the hobby of middle-class Socialists.
moral and physical torture out of all proportion to the suffering they | Amongst the workers in the active core of the movement, it is merely

have inflicted on others, even when they are not wholly innocent. trotted out by certain opportunists as a stalking-horse to catch the
In fact the reactionary party, by making themselves morally con- | timerous.
temptible, are taking good care that the Anarchist political and moral Side by side with the advance in ideas, the inclination of the people

revolution, shall keep pace with the Socialist economic revolution. and | increases to rush on the smallest pretext to demonstrate in the streets.
the revolt against authority march hand in hand with the revolt | There have been more or less tumultuous street-gatherings during the
agalnst property. past year in London, Glasgow, Norwich, Northampton, Bolton, 1n
This growth of Anarchist tendencies is very marked in many Socialist | Wales, and in Ireland, in Belgium, in Portugal, in Austria, at Amster-
workmen’s associations still calling themselves Democratic. They show | dam, Paris, Moscow, Madrid, Valencia, Chicago, New York, and
an increasing impatience of the very mitigated authority exercised by | hundreds of other places.
their chosen leaders, and a determination to act as well as speak as if The increase of such stormy gatherings marks the arrival of the
each man’s conscience were for him the one rule of conduct. If they period of action. Before the next new year it may well happen that
co-operate In any common action, it is because they approve of it, and | we shall find ourselves amid the first crisis of a Social Revolution.
not because i1t is the command of a leader or the desire of the majority.
And they bitterly resent all attempts to enforce any discipline not

entirely voluntary. Practical anarchism, no less real because it is We print below reports that have been sent us of the popular move-

often unconscious. ment during last year in Ireland and Italy. The other reports are
This Anarchist tendency appears throughout the Socialist movement. | held over until next month.

It is prominent not only in Spain and Italy, where large sections of IRELAND.

the party are avowedly Anarchist, but in the general attitude of the
, : R TN~ : The past year in Ireland has been made memorable by the successful, though
workers towards the Social Democratic Associations of Paris and unarmed, resistance to the tyranny of landlords, backed as it was by the forces

Belgium. Even the Congress of St. Gallen, despite its verbal repu- | of the Crown. The landlords infuriated by the Plan of Campaign, which pro-
diation of Anarchism, was in spirit and practice the most Anarchistic | mised to prove a strong barrier between their claws and the peasantry, opened
assembly yet held by German Socialists. The very men who passed | the year by a series of the cruelest evictions. Clanricarde’s barbarities in

: ° . Aios January at Woodford, the sequel to business begun in August, ISS6, were soon
the foolish resolution that the autonomy of the individual was opposed eclipsed by those at Glenbeigh. All England felt a thrill of horror at the

to Socialism, vigorously asserted their own entire claim to freedom of firing of the peasant’s little homes with petroleum, as a quicker modus destruendi
opinion and action against the ruling of the authorised representatives | and as more effectually ‘* chucking out ” on the snow-covered hills the aged, the

of the majority. dying, and the helpless children t.hm(x1 the grmtvbari\. A n
' 4 hC e 73 Long vears of evictions had passed without waking even a temporary emotion
Impatience of control within the Socialist party, contempt for et }Xglish 3 = 30 ol 0‘;‘ aged homeless peasants had silently filled work-

authority without, these promise well for the political side of the | } uses and pauper’s graves. Their sons and daughters had crossed the Atlantic
Revolution ; but what of the economic ? to earn in American cities the gold which, through filial love, found its way to
Government persecutions during the past year—notably the murder | Ireland to swell the accursed tribute called rent, and no English voice was lifted

] : to stay the work of devastation. j
% ChlcagO—have g Only M agge rESRoo} 2 authonty  but attracted » heyworkhouses are still crowded with the victims of evictions, the emigrants 1

and rivetted attention to the ideas they were intended to suppress. still cross the ocean, at the rate even of three thousand in one week ; but a change
The growth of Socialism amongst the masses can in no sense be | has come, for the axe has been laid at the root of landlordism. The people have
measured by the number of workmen who pay a regular subscription combined to save themselves from extermination, and are doing so, not only

to some organisation when nothing special is on hand. Who would without the operation of Government but despite it.

: - Sp S The first popular victory was on Lord Dillon’s estates, where, the strength of
guage the strength of the Social Democratic Federation in London by the combination being recognised, my lord’s agent was directed to civilly offer

the 600 members flung in its face by Mr. Champion, when it is a well- | the desired reduction in the rents, with a promise to re-instate all evicted tenants
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and to pay all cost that had been incurred by them in self-defence. An example
not lost on Lord Dillon’s brother tyrants. At Gweedore the people, for the first
time in the year, came into collision with the police ; heads were broken on both
sides, with the result that the evicted tenants were reinstated in their holdings.
The country adopted as its creed that it was each man and woman's bounden
duty to resist eviction to the utmost. This duty was cu.l'ried out with astonish-
ing vigour. The approach of an evicting party was rapidly heralded, and every

reparation made for its reception. Roads were blocked by felling trees, and

ridges broken down. Houses wera fortified to hold out against attack for at
least some hours ; and water, gruel, and tar at boiling point dexterously ladled
out by the inmates on the heads of the attacking Yarty.

It would be impossible to enumerate all the gallant defences that took place,
but it is edifying to recall a few. = Av Luggacurran during Lansdowne's evictions,
Kilbride’s house took a whole day to capture, and the onthouses the whole of the
next. This eviction, it may be noted, threw sixty labourers out of work. In
Monaghan, on the Shirly estate, Slevin drove back a gang of bailiffs single-
handed by the simple application of boiling water, the police having finally to
force an entrance for the limbs of the law. At Knocklong, two men with hay
forks repulsed six police with fixed bayonets, and a man and woman kept thirty
police at bay for ten minutes. And who can forget Colonel O’Callaghan’s evic-
tions at Bodyke, and the routing of police, military, and emergency men by the
Koung girl, Maggie Hussey ; or the heroic defence by the Byrne family of their

ome at Coolgreany ? In all cases the heroes and heroines being at last over-
come paid for their bravery by periods of imprisonment, one and all deeming
it a glory to suffer in the national cause, from the old women of eighty to the
little girls of twelve and fourteen. .

By the end of July all Ireland was proclaimed under the eighty-seventh Coercion
Act; but notwithstanding the Government placards and its £150,000 worth of
soldiers, police, and other officials, the people have kept pegging away. They
hold their mass-meetings, attend those of the suppressed National League, continue
to boycott land-grabbers, and to keep derelict evicted farms where they fail to
take repossession. Their leaders are in prison as common criminals. They cheer-
fully go to prison themselves, knowing that there are those without ready to close
up the ranks and continue the fight; and there are not wanting even those who
give their lives. 1887 has added to the list of martyrs the names of O'Hanlon,
bayonetted by the police at Youghal ; Linnehan, shot as a Moonlighter by the
police near Tralee whilst knocking for admission at the house of his employer ;
O'Riordan, Casey, and Shinnock, butchered at Mitchelstown ; Kinsella, shot by
an emergency man at Coolgreany ; Larkin, done to death in Kilkenny Jail,—for
whose deaths not one man has been brought to justice. Their names would form
a suitable reverse for a medal struck to commemorate the Jubilee in Ireland, the
obverse being a child defying a bench of magistrates, or the stealing of the Tulla-
more prisoners’ clothes,

ITALY.

The year has passed quietly off, leaving behind, however, many a cause of un-
easiness and trouble for the future. The agrarian agitation, which in years past
burst out openly in the northern provinces, this year crept under the surface in
the southern; especially in Calabria, where the discontent of the peasants was

signalised by frequent field and barn fires, one lasting for three days. Strikes J . : . I,
‘ ' rendered if possible, and in all cases public opinion may be appealed

The masons’ strike at Milan deserves to
be mentioned for the revolutionary spirit in which it was conducted. The strikers
chose for their abode a public buil({)ing (the Arena), where they waited for the
provisions sent in (no doubt out of fear of the worst) by the town merchants.
An unusually large number of strikes have taken place in the capital itself, where
the economic development which has gone on at a rapid pace all over the country
has taken a more centralised form and has been strained by political influences.
The year indeed closes with an almost general industrial and financial erisis;
more acute at Rome, where the contractors of public and private works have
been refused accommodation at the banks and are failiny one after the other,
Meanwhile Socialism has grown in the capital, and has taken such firm root in
the minds of the workmen that they were able recently to quash an attempted
demonstration promoted in their name by the contractors thenselves to ask relief
from the Government.

One cause of the financial crisis to which we have alluded has been the military
expedition on the Red Sea coast, which has again impaired the balance of the
Treasury and called forth new taxes in an extremely overtaxed country. But the
same causes which have prompted English capitalists to go on preying upon
the world, actuate now their ltalian comrades, who also dream of a colonial
empire as a field for their exploits. The expedition against Abyssinia was
inaugurated by a massacre of 600 poor conscripts at Dogali, but is to be continued
by so-called volunteers —i.e., soldiers who, weary of the life they lead in the
barracks and with no prospect of a better future before them, consent to become
the oppressors of an unknown and to them inoffensive nation, for the premium of
600 francs offered to them in case they return home safe! An incident happened
recently at Rome which shows what tlie sentiment of the people in regard to this
expedition is: in a few moments a large crowd gathered simply to hoot a sergeant
volunteer for Africa !

Whilst these events have been taking place, our comrades have not been idle in
propagating the principles of Anarchism amongst the masses. In every eorner of
the country, even in small towns, Anarchist groups have been formed and papers
published, numbering more than twenty at a time. One of these deserves to be
mentioned as a country paper, Paupertas of Piedmonte D’alife, a small village in
the Southern Appenines. Two or three more have appeared in Calabria and
Sicily, where the movement was till now rather slack. Of course the most of
these papers have been seized and suppressed (even the report of the Chicago
trial, published as a pamphlet at Turin, has been captured at the binders). But
other papers are going to take the vacant places, and we announce for the st
January a new Anarchist organ at Venice, 7he 1899. Seizures of papers brought,
of course, with them arrests and condemnations ; and a new batch of persecuted
comrades is now in formation, which will soon outnumber those which a recent
gartial amnesty has brought back to Italy from exile. On the occasion of the

hicago execution many arrests took place in different localities ; but even those
arrested at Leghorn, where two bombs exploded at the Prefect’s office, have been
restored to liberty. An Anarchist, however, was assaulted and stabbed by
Republicans at Tesi, the reason being that the Republicans, who are a decaying
partfy in Italy because of the steady progress of Socialism, cannot bear in patience
the fate which awaits them.

The performances of the few parliamentarian Socialists have been not very suc-
cessful, the electoral campaign for the deliverance of Cipriani having thoroughly
failed, and only the impossibility of working with the ﬁe ublicans, even at the
elections, having been glaringly illustrated. The meeting of the parliamentarians
at]Ravenna has had no result ; nor has the Congress of the Working Men’s Party,
rg‘constructed during the year, at Pavia had, as far we know, any practical
efiect.

The Anarchists, on their side, have had no congress, and indeed they have
worked separately, almost each group by itself, although there undoubtedly has
been a generally-spread feeling in favour of common action. But this feeling,
expressed in many articles and pamphlets, has not been acted upon. The reason
may be that the time we have just reviewed was a time of elaboration of principles,
of preparation and self-education for the Italian workmen, and this work is
essentially individual. Either we deceive ourselves, or the near future will be
devoted to action—to action in its many forms, individual and collective—and
then perhaps a mode will be found by which our comrades in Italy ma(.jv find and
help each other without incurring the dangers and vices of centralised organisa-
tions or submitting to individual or corporate leadership.

have increased in number and gravity.
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The generous co-operation of several comrades enables us to prese
our readers this month with portraits of the Chicag yrs. The

are drawn by an artist member of our {group fro) Inesses

(none of them very satisfactory) that we have I

America. We trust the picture will excuse our tardy appear:

the delay has been caused by*our a:tist’a illnesa.
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We heartily congratulate our American comrades on their boldness
and devotion in reviving Parson’s paper, the 4larm, in the very midst
of last November’s bloodshed and panic. A young emigrant who was
passing through during that horrible week, writes, ‘‘ Chicago is in an
awful state. Rows and fighting all over the city.” And we hear from
a comrade at the scene of action that the result of the capitalistic ter-
rorism has been to convince the gentlest-hearted Anarchists of the
absolute necessity of standing prepared to repel violence by force. The
police will find it no child’s play to break up another workmen’s
meeting in Chicago.

B B =

The Social Democrats seem to have outgrown their ancient State

Socialist programme. In fact there is so little difference of opinion

 between the majority of collectivists in the Socialist League and

the Social Democratic Federation, that it is extremely likely that this
year will see them unite for common revolutionary action. They will
form the Centre of the English Socialist party, shading into Anarchist-
Communism on the left and parliamentarian Socialism by inches on
the right. The movement has been initiated by the practical amalga-
mation of the Northern Socialist Federation with the S. D. F.

“ - -

(Comrade Annie Besant, in conjunction with Mr. Stead, of the
Pall Mall Gazette, is forming an organisation, in connection with the
Law and Liberty League, of a type somewhat new in English public
life. It is to consist of circles of 240 members, each circle being com-
posed of an inner eircle of 20 members, and each of the 20 acting with
12 men, One of the 20 acts as Local Centre, and is in touch with
headquarters. The objects of the Vigilance Circles are to keep a watch
upon the conduct of the police in their conduct both to private indi-

~ viduals and at public meetings ; ‘to note, investigate, and report any

case of injustice to or oppression of the poor, so that legal aid may be

to; to take part in local elections, aiding any candidate who 1s In

favour of free speech and has done service to the poor,” and opposing

all species of coercionists. The organisation is also to contain Iron-

side Circles, whose members are to follow central directions as to

attending meetings, boycotting, drilling, etc., and “be willing to face

imprisonment, or personal injury.”
- - -

This organisation reminds us of that of the followers of Banqui, now
so influential in the Paris revolutionary movement. Though we do
not believe in the policy of calling in Satan to cast out Satan, of
destroying authority by the exercise of authority, we are inclined to
think that the new association promises to do far more good than harm,
for it will help to knock down much more than it can build up.

- - -

We publish in another column a letter from a correspondent who
has much and long experience of London School Board work, pointing
out the shameful class tyranny of that much-vaunted, seme-Socialistic
measure the Educational Act. We cannot share our contributor’s
hope that this or any form of legal oppression (* Socialistic ” or other)
will be effectually put an end to by the mere passive resistance of the
workers. There is no such thing as a truly free education for the
children of wage-slaves.

- - “

Our comrade Kropotkine lectured last month on the moral influence

of prisons, to large audiences at Walsall, Birmingham, and Paris.
B - .

The latter meeting was held for the benefit of a new paper which is
shortly to be published by the combined Parisian Anarchist groups.
The movement in the French capital is distinctly gaining strength, and
the fresh groups formed are composed of earnest and energetic young
men, who by thcir eager spirit of criticism and enquiry, their hatred of
authority and devotion to the cause recall the Nihilists and early Re-
volutionists of Russia.

- . -

The Wilson Grevy scandals have made the French Government a
by-word and, more fatal still, a laughing-stock. Not only so. The
Presidential crisis revived the ancient hatred between the people of
Paris and the reactionaries of Versailles. The election of Carnot was
a compromise extorted by the threatening attitude of the workers,
who if the hated Orleanist Ferry had been sent to the Elysée, would
most certainly have retorted by proclaiming the Commune. It was
a trial of strength that promises well for the people.

- . -

It is a fashion amongst Italians to give their children representative
names. So many little girls have lately been called Anarchia that a
Leghorn paper devotes a leader to the subject! Of course when the
little Anarchias reach years of discretion they may change a name
calculated *“ to freeze the blood of the panic-stricken hearer” to good
old appellations like the Italia or Censtituzione, so common amongst
respectable people after 1860. ‘ But in the meanwhile all will learn

what that horrid name means—confusion worse confounded, and many
thangs beside.” &
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