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overthrow of absolute rule, and the transfer of political power to the 
hands of the middle classes, which this country obtained to some extent 
in 1688, but which took a hundred years to cross the channel—that 
other change, again, France not only accomplished it itself in 1789-1793, 
but it compelled all Europe to do the same during the next hundred 
years. Since France had a Constitution—to obtain one has become the 
chief aim of Democracy all over Europe, and during our century, the 
wave slowly spreading eastwards, Russia is the only European nation 
which has not yet succeeded in freeing itself from absolute rule. All 
over the civilised world the middle classes have obtained what they 
aimed at—the political control of the nations.

And finally, that spirit which made the philosophy of the eighteenth 
century proclaim the equality of all human beings, and their equal 
rights to the possession of all that is necessary for producing wealth, 
that spirit which boldly attacked the hypocrisy and submission preached 
by all religions, and pitilessly trampled under foot the conventional 
hypocritical lies upon which communities are still built—the spirit which 
was horn from the Revolution of 1688, and later on was boldly pro­
claimed by the French revolution—is now sown broadcast all over the 
civilised world. It has taken the place of the religions of old, it has 
become the very substance of all that means progress in science, literature, 
art, politics and economics, and it only awaits a favourable moment 
to sweep away the old rotten institutions which still prevent its free 
development. Neither the leagues of the monarchs, nor the tacit con­
ventions of the wealth-possessing classes all over the world, have been 
able to stifle that spirit since it was proclaimed—notin a few narrow 
circles only, but in the streets : since it penetrated to some extent into 
the very life of France during the years 1789-1793. The laint voices of 
professors of philosophy can easily be overpowered, but what has been 
proclaimed aloud in the public thoroughfares, what has been nurtured 
by the blood of martyrs, will not die.

When her turn came France underwent the torments of a revolu- 
tion; she freely shed the blood of her sons and daughters ; but not for 
herself alone. She did it for Humanity; and we, in this country, as well 
as the peasants of every village in the east of Europe now reap the 
fruits of her struggle for freedom. If the history of our century so 
widely differs from that of centuries past—making of our own times one 
of the great breaking points of history ; if we again stand on the 
threshold of a great revolution—international this time—which will 
achieve in practical life what evolution already has achieved in the 
minds of men, we must revert to the Revolution which France under­
went a hundred years ago to find the cause and the explanation of that 
fact.

That is the use of revolutions in the history of humanity. That is 
the victorious answer which history gives to those who would like to 
achieve great things with trifling meaus, who believe that great ideas 
can germinate out of the vulgar meanness of daily life, and forget that 
great events and great struggles are as necessary for the maintenance 
of the growth of humanity as steady everyday work during the inter­
mediate period.

As to France itself, one ought to see it now and compare it with what 
it was a hundred years ago in order to realise for what it is indebted to 
those who did not recoil before the necessity of using violence to uproot 
the institutions of old. And if one will know what France was a hun­
dred years ago he could not do better than study what Russia is at this 
moment, with its starving peasantry, the submissiveness of the middle­
classes and their slowness of thought, the arbitrariness of an autocratic 
ruler and his officials, the rottenness of all the governmental machine. 
It is true that in 1815 France had to submit to the restoration of the 
Bourbons imposed upon her both by her middle-classes and the armies 
of foreigners. It is true that the return of the Bourbons was the 
signal for a White Terror, before which the horrors of the Red Terror 
appeared as mere child’s play. It is true again that it had to submit 
for a score of years to the shameful rule of a second Napoleon. But 
none of these governments could live. Each of them was still-born, 
worm-eaten at its very birth.

And—what is more—none of them could force the French peasantry 
back to the feudal conditions of old. The Bourbons could not reint o- 
duce the feudal rights, not even the redemption of feudal rights, since 
the peasantry had burned their last vestiges during the revolution and 
had lix red for a number of years without bending their backs under the 
feudal yoke. The backs once raised could not be bowed again. The 
combined armies of Europe were unable to return to the landlords the 
lands they had formerly enclosed, but which the peasants took posses­
sion of and cultivated as soon as there were no royal gendarmes to hang 
them for that offence. They had tilled the land since 1792, they had
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THE WORK OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION.
“ What is the use of revolutions ?” we were asked, for years and years, 
in every key, by our privileged manufacturers of public opinion ; and 
we were shown France as an evident, unmistakable proof of the uttei* 
uselessness of revolutions. And we were told this so often, and with 
such confidence that many of the English people really began to believe 
the words of the above-said manufacturers. And yet, when the 
present middle-class rulers of France fully realised the necessity 
of letting some fresh air into the country which had been stifled by 
eighteen years of imperial rule and as many years of bourgeois republic; 
when they felt the necessity of deeply stirring national thought in order 
to revive that bold spirit of freedom and free criticism which is the 
essence of all progress, they found out that nothing would better suit 
their aims than the commemoration of—a Revolution. As to those of 
our fellow-workers who will have visited France during this summer, 
they are sure to return home under the impression that they saw 
nothing of the “rotten France” which is so often spoken of by our 
“ pillars of society,” but that, on the contrary, they saw a country full 
of vitality which again is going to take the same lead in the economical, 
political, intellectual and artistic life of Europe that it took before 1848, 
in 1848, and even on the day after the terrible invasion of 1870. And 
when they begin to think what has made France what it is, they are 
sure to find out that it was the Great Revolution of 1789-1793 ; so that 
many will probably return to these islands, regretting that their
mother country has had no such revolution for the last two centuries.

If they examine, moreover, into the history of the last two hundred 
years, they will see this : During the eighteenth century France was 
endeavouring to realise in life the watchword which she had received 
from her forerunners-—from the English Revolution of 1648—1688. 
She was busy in developing and spreading the ideas enunciated in this 
country during the great revival which followed the English Revolu­
tion ; but, after having spent some fifty years in that preparatory work, 
she suddenly overthrew her old institutions; she also made her revolu­
tion, and after having done so, she immediately proved to have taken 
the place formerly taken by England in the progressive development of 
Europe. She proved to be the country which since that time has given 
the watchword for the development of the whole of the civilised world.

Indeed there are two leading facts which permeate the whole of the 
history of Europe during the last hundred years, and give to our cen­
tury a marked place in the history of humanity—the abolition of serf­
dom and the abolition of absolute rule—both of which slowly spread 
from France towards Germany, Scandinavia, Italy, Spain, Austria, and 
finally to Russia and the Balkan States. And both are a direct out­
come of the French Revolution. What Frauce realised during the 
years 1789-1793, became the aim, the end in view of all continental 
Europe during the hundred years which followed.

The abolition of serfdom in Europe was the direct outcome of the 
revolution. After having abolished it at home, France inscribed it on 
t>he banners of the republican armies and that message of deliverance— 
not the military capacities of the generals, or of a Napoleon—was what 
permitted those armies victoriously to cross Western Europe. Nay, 
victory abandoned them, and defeat became unavoidable, on the day 
they neglected to bear that message of liberation to Russia as well. 
And if serfdom temporarily reappeared in Italy and Germany after the 
retreat of the French sans-culottes, its days nevertheless were numbered. 
It disappeared in Germany in 1848, in Russia in 1861 in the Balkan 
States in 1878.

The other great change, intimately connected with the former, the
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1848, the toiling

conquered it on the battle fields sprinkled with their sweat and their 
blood, and it could not be taken back by the ancient robbers. 

The Bourbons were reinstated on the throne ; but the old powers of 
the aristocracy could never be reinstalled. Even those representative 
of the aristocracy and divine rule were compelled to share their power 
with the middle classes. And when, later on. in
masses went further in their claims on the riches they had made with w
their own hands, and Napoleon I IT., supported by the middle-classes of 
France as well as by the bankers and the governments of all Europe, 
came to save the rich from the claims of the poor, even he had to assume 
a socialist mask in order to secure a throne for himself - for the -next 
twenty years, no more!

Ard now, while Germany is on the eve of repeating the revolution of 
1848 ; while this country indulges in talk about peasant proprietorship 
and free trade in land, and is looking with anxiety upon imperialism, 
which might come to the rescue of the capital-grabbers ; while Russia 
stands in a position analogous to that occupied by France a hundred 
years ago- Fiance has already gone through all these phases. It shows 
us the fallacies of constitutional monarchy, of peasant-proprietorship, 
of state organisation of labour; it is no more afraid of imperialism. All 
these are phases already lived through. Even its moderately advanced 
elements (like those of the Municipal Council of Paris) look forward to 
a federation of free Communes, and openly proclaim that the supply of 
housing, food and labour are nothing but so many functions of the 
Commune; while the more advanced elements go a step further and 
proclaim Anarchy and Communism—that is, the free grouping of free 
human beings for the achievement of all possible- pursuits and the 
common possession of all the riches produced in common.

That is the use of revolution. The rapid abolition of the old nuis­
ances ; the sudden start for a new life; the rapid growth of ideas which 
become the watchword of the civilised world during its next historical 
phase.

As to how the above was achieved in France a hundred years ago, 
and why the achievement was nevertheless so imperfect, why a new 
revolution is necessary, we shall see it in our next number.
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countries. The report of our. comrade

FRANCE.
(From our Paris correspondent.}

July-has been inclement for the workers. Two catastrophes, following 
upon one another within a few days, have broken in for a moment with 
their victims and their ruin, upon the official rejoicings of the National 
Exhibition.

The first was the explosion of the Pinet firework factory at Auber- 
villiers. The whole of the principal building was blown up, with seven 
unhappy workwomen. The master escaped without a scratch, for the 
very good reason that he was out for a walk. Finally to calm the ex­
citement and avoid the payment of extra heavy damages, the whole 
responsibility was thrown on the imprudence of the workwomen. That 
is the usual way ! This terrible accident, happening at the very gates 
of Paris, has much affected the whole town.

The other catastrophe was the burying of more than two hundred 
miners in the pits at Verpilleux (Loire). It is believed that all these 
unfortunate men have perished ; on the 10th July the number of 
corpses recovered was 108. An escape of fire-damp caused the galleries 
to fall in.

The average wage of French miners is 2s. 6d. a day. For this ridi­
culous sum they must expose their lives every instant. Yet nothing 
would be easier than to prevent inundations, slips and escapes of fire 
damp; it only needs that work should be done and precautions taken 
that would diminish the dividends of the shareholders. At such a price 
perish rather all the workmen ! /

The approach of the general elections is distracting politicians more 
and more. The other day the Opportunist deputy Thomson and the 
Boulangist deputy Laur came to blows in the Palais Bourbon (Parlist- 
ment). They fought so furiously that one of them—the Boulangist— 
was left on the ground and had to be carried to the infirmary of the 
Chamber ! They are a pretty set of people to accuse Anarchists of 
brutality and violence 1

The Authoritarian Socialists have definitely taken up their position. 
Whilst the Possibilists, acting under the inspiration of Ranc, Clemen­
ceau and Brousse, no longer breathe a word of their ancient demands, 
the Blanquists and so-called Independents are hangers on of Boulanger 
and Co. A shameful thing happened the other evening. “ The Equals 
of Montmartre,” a circle calling itself revolutionary Socialist (now it 
adds “and revisionist”) invited, listened to and applauded the ex­
Prefect of Police Andrieux, the same who some years ago ordered a 
charge with truncheons upon the revolutionists on their way to the 
grave of Blanqui.

The best, most intelligent and most energetic Collectivists have 
become Anarchists. The high-priests Guesde, Lafargue, Deville, remain 
alone in their corner, the words equality and union always in their 
mouths; but rather than admit that they have been mistaken and 
return to the ranks, they prefer to be taken in tow by the “ Red 
Jesuits,” the degenerate disciples of old Blanqui.

However, even amongst the Socialists who retain their belief in 
universal suffrage, there are some who are beginning to be disgusted by 
the treachery of the leaders. Thus a committee of the XX Arrondisse­
ment of Paris, who formerly led the campaign in favour of Boule, have 
just declared themselves opposed to this self-styled revolutionist, whom 
they stigmatise as having dealings with the Boulangists.

How sad it is to see the masses enthusiastic for or against one man, 
leaving out of count altogether themselves, their rights, their interests, 
their needs. It tempts one to ask if so many years of propaganda and 
of effort are about to be lost; until one is reassured by observing that 
the very nature of things in themselves is forcing a revolution upon us. 
A revolution that will only be truly social in proportion as it is Anar­
chist. Whether Boulanger succeeds or fails, the economic crisis will 
none the less run its course and end in its inevitable consequence— 
revolution.

Moreover, it is noticeable that in France, since the beginning of this 
century, every political revolution has been shortly followed by a rising 
distinctly Socialist in tendency. Thus a year after the glorious days of 
July 1830, the workers of Lyons were fighting beneath the black flag 
“ to live by toil or die in combat.” Thus the great June revolt of the 
proletariat followed upon the triumph of the republican bourgeoisie in 
February, 1848. Thus the Commune, preceded by the outbreaks of 
the 31st October and 21st January, trod upon the heels of the pacific 
revolution of the 4th of September, 1870.

and corrected some of Mr. Hardie’s statements about English Socinlis m 
he was followed with loud applause. The Marxists did not want to 
translate Kitz’s speech ejther, but the other delegates from the branches 
of the League and many others insisted on fair play. The obvious 
advance of the League towards a new political ideal has been a shock to 
the Paris Marxists, who had hitherto believed that it was one of the 
few Socialist bodies in Europe which had remained sound in the pure 
democratic Collectivist faith. Of course these little incidents do not 
appear in the bourgeois press. The report of the Marxist congress 
which appears in the Daily News is said to be from the pen of a connec- 
tipll pv.the MaW family. » -A

We believe that the outcome of this congress cannot hut contribute 
to open the eyes of many to the fact that a fresh political ideal has 
arisen amongst the workers, side by side with the fresh economic ideal 
of Communism ; a political ideal which is not the extension of repre­
sentative government into complete democracy, but that new relation 
of men towards one another and their common interests which is called 
Anarchism.

THE PARIS CONGRESS.
The two labour congresses which have been sitting in Paris during a 
part of July may certainly claim to have put the labour problem and its 
relation to Socialism, before the workers of the civilised world, in a 
clearer form than it has appeared before. One Congress represented 
the French parliamentarian socialists (Possibilists) and the English 
S.D.F. and Fabian Society, together with various other European and 
American Social Democratic and labour groups, most of whom 
accredited their delegates to both congresses. This eminently respect­
able and parliamentary assemblage, fully reported in the Times and the 
Pall Mall Gazette, and patted on the back by the middle class “ friends 
of labour ” in general, will doubtless show the toiling masses pretty well 
the sort of thing they have to expect from the peace and rose-water 
school, the people who are going to bring about a social revolution by 
getting a few bills through the law factories of Europe and America, 
and propose themselves to administer the reformed system of economic 

. and political coercion. The would-be saviours of society are trotting 
out themselves and their nostrums before the public eye. We can only 
desire that the exhibition may be as complete as possible.

The rival congress, dubbed “the Marxist,” ought to bt called “the 
Mixture,” surely. It is one of the cruellest ironies of fate that has 
forced the German Social Democrats, who at their St. Gallen congress 
denounced Anarchism as incompatible with and opposed to Socialism, 
to sit at the next congress of European notoriety in which they 
seek to play a leading part, side by side as colleagues with 
an assemblage of Socialist delegates, about a third of whom are 
avowed Anarchists! A bitter pill for the Marxist clique too, who have 
always drawn a sharp dividing line between revolutionary Communism 
and Anarchism, and since the wordy war between Bakounine and Marx 
in the old International, have denounced Anarchists as a parcel of police 
spies, dupes and fools. This was a specially Marxist congress, and yet 
here, in the very sanctuary of the orthodox faithful who profess as 
their creed that the revelation of modern revolutionary Socialism began 
and ended with Marx, appear the Anarchist heretics in full force— 
the chosen accredited representatives of numerous groups of workers all 
over Europe.

Several members
Anarchist group,
cussion and
rades describe the
amongst the workers of those
Merlino, who represented sevei-al Italian labour societies, was received 
with the warmest applause when he pointed out that Social Democracy 
was dying in Italy and Anarchist-Communism flourishing and increasing 
in its stead. And he seemed completely to carry the assembly with 
him when he eloquently denounced the proposed Eight Hour Legisla­
tion as a trick of the combined governments of Europe to stave off the 
true deliverance of the workers. When he concluded, the Marxist 
translator requested him to translate his speech to the English and 
German delegates for himself 1

Almost every speech and report, is said to have been re­
ceived with cries of “ Hurrah for Anarchism! Hurrah for Com­
munism 1 ” Mr. Keir Hardie’s mild report of the Scotch movement 
and advocacy of parliamentary labour reforms was listened to in silence, 
whereas when the delegate of the Socialist League, comrade Kitz, rose
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banner the abolition of the parliamentary and governmental system a« 
an essential condition of the real abolition of the capitalist system, and 
to denounce the proposed labour legislation as anti-Socialistic and reac­
tionary.

The Possibilists gave our comrade the opportunity of reading his reso­
lution and supporting it in a well received speech. John Burns replied 
that the eight hours day was the only thing the electors cared for and 
therefore the ordy means of getting votes. A French Possibilist added 
that if the Possibilists had not elected municipal councillors in Paris 
the delegates would not have been invited to the “ Wine of Honour ” 
at the Town Hall. With such arguments was the Anarchist reso­
lution combated amongst the Possibilists.

At the Marxist congress they spent three days in discussing the 
fusion of the two congresses and two in reading reports which did not 
add greatly to what may tie known as to the situation in various coun­
tries by reading the daily papers. This left them only the last day, 
before which many delegates had been obliged to return home, on 
which to discuss all the questions on the agenda paper’ Though com­
rade Merlino sent in his name in the morning, he was not permitted 
to speak and in the afternoon, when he insisted upon his claim before 
the vote was taken, he and the French Italian and English delegates 
who took his part, were violently expelled from the hall after a sharp 
fight. The benches were left half empty, whilst many French, Italian, 
Dutch and Belgian delegates sent in a protest to the bureau against the 
clique formed by Liebknecht and the French Marxists to manoeuvre the 
whole affair and form a new party which has no right to call itself 
Socialist.

The delegates of three nations voted against the labour legislation. 
It was voted for chiefly by the German Social Democrats, divided info 
Germans and Alsatians, to gain another vote, and such representative 
delegates as a Brussels student for Roumania, etc.

The final sitting was to have taken place on Saturday night; but was 
omitted “ for fear of the Anarchists.”

This congress marks the end of the old Marxist State Socialism. 
Henceforward we shall have but two parties—Parliamentarians or 
Reformers and Socialist Anarchists.

As for the tinkering which the former have set before them as an 
ideal, it can only tend to push real Socialism backward.

Reform, parliamentary and diplomatic law-making is not Socialism, 
not even a step towards it. The fundamental principle of Socialism is 
that no real amelioration for the workers as a body, but only a shifting 
of various miseries from one section of them to another, can be attained 
until Private Property is abolished. This fundamental principle even 
the Marxists have now forsaken. Their late congress will mark their 
gradual disappearance from the Socialist field. That field will be seen 
henceforth to be held only by those who have always been the advance 
guard of the Socialist army—the Anarchists. The duel between the 
Marxists and Anarchists has been going on ever since the Congress of 
the Hague. It has just ended at the Congress of Paris in the complete 
moral defeat of the Marxists.

Unable to imagine a social organisation otherwise than as a State, the 
Marxist school considered the social revolution as a class struggle, and 
entrusted the working class with the special mission of accomplishing it. 
The working classes should, according to that school, conquer the power 
and the wealth in order to destroy the first and to socialise the latter. 
This is quite utopian. Never a whole class will wield the power ; never 
will a class or a clique possessing the power abdicate it. The social 
question is more than a class question ; it is also more than a purely 
economical question. The Marxist theories about the indefinite concen­
tration of wealth and misery, that on labour and value, that on equity 
of exchange, and almost all the theories which Marx took from Political 
Economy, are disproved. The very fact that labour legislation has been 
thought of speaks against them. It remains now for Anarchists to 
push forward the claims of the proletariat, to show the identity of 
economical and political privilege, of property and the state, and to 
open the way to the destruction of both through the social revolution.

This phenomena is easy of explanation: the people, continually 
crushed by its rulers, willingly applauds and even favours those, who 
calling themselves its friends, overthrow the masters of yesterday. But 
when it perceives that it has been tricked and that the new are worth 
just the same as the old, it suffers a shock of awakening.

It is noticeable that whilst political revolutions, changing nothing 
but the etiquette of government, become tamer and tamer, social strug­
gles, on the contrary, become more and more severe in character. The 
first murmurs of the revolt in Prairial, 1795, were modulated in a plain­
tive key : “ Bread I Bread I ” The epic of June, more considerable than 
that of the 21st November 1831, paled, in its turn, before the desperate 
struggle, which from the 18th March to the 28th May, 1871, was sus­
tained by the proletariat of Parix against the Army of Versailles.

Despite the politicians, the Social Revolution will continue its up­
ward march. Boulanger may succeed ; his success will not change the 
situation. Powerless to fulfil the promises he has made to all parties, 
incapable of contenting clergy, monarchists, republicans and socialists 
at once, he will fall beneath the shock of that mass of discontent which 
to-day is raising his pedestal.

THE COLLAPSE OF MARXISM 
AT THE TWO INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES OF FARIS.

Bu ci Comrade, who was present at both.
The two international congresses held last month in Paris were separ­
ated by the rivalries of cliques, but they have alike ended by voting for 
the so-called international labour legislation.
Pi'I 'he Marxists who have been pretending until now to be the sole true 
French Socialists and who branded the Parti Ouvrier (Workmen’s 
Party) with the nickname, of Possibilists, have during this congress 
entirely stepped down from their eminence and have, in fact, so acted 
as to suggest their own full acceptance of the nickname of Impossibil- 
ists. They have added the ridiculous to the futile by resolving that on 
a certain day and at a certain hour all the organised workers of the 
world should present a petition to their respective municipalities 1 A 
sort of Chartism, half a century overdue !

The Possibilists, on the other hand, have descended in their resolu­
tion to details which are characteristic of the reactionary work they are 

The resolution deals with fines, years and months of im- 
prohibitions and regulations so strict and 

In fact, the

LETTERS BETWEEN WORKMEN.
THB FETISH OF PROPERTY.

From W. C. to J. B.
Dear Jack,—I have been reading through the letter you sent me 
about Communism, and of course I am bound to acknowledge that a lot 
of what you say is very true. But you seem to speak as if things could 
be altered that seem to me as if they were made as they are and could 
not be changed. I know as well as you that every man wants enough 
food and clothes and a house to live in and a chance to read and hear 
some music, and see some pictures and travel a bit. And I see besides 
that it is a burning shame that some people who saunter about all day 
long with their hands in their pockets should have all this whilst all 
those of us who work hard go short of everything. But I do not see 
how it is to be helped. As long as anybody has land or money he will 
not let other people have the use of it for nothing. Even if his ances­
tors stole the land he has got it safe by law now and will want his rent 
for it. And when he has bought and improved the land, as many land­
lords have, is it not fail' that he should ask some rent? I have an uncle 
who saved up money until he was able to buy a house and now he has 
bought another one and lets it out and the rent comes in very handy 
when he is out of graft 1 assure you. Would you take his houses away 
when to get them he has deprived himself of all the little comforts most 
men spend their money in ? Suppose again a man gets together a bit

engaged in.
prison ment, inspections,
severe as to suggest the corporations of the Middle Ages, 
monstrosity of the illusion as to the good to be hoped from this labour 
legislation is only equalled by the monstrosity of the despotism it would 
introduce, were it ever adopted. But nobody thinks that it will be. 
Domela Nieuwenhuis, a member of the Dutch Legislature, said if it 
were passed it would put a stop to Socialism for five years. And, in­
deed, the only good of it is to gain votes for so-called Socialist candi­
dates at municipal and parliamentary elections. This result being 
obtained and the people being edified by discovering the true worth of 
labour legislation, something new will be invented to keep them quiet 
for a little longer.

The following is the general sense of the revolution presented by 
Comrade Merlino, one of the Italian delegates, at both congresses. 
National or international labour legislation, if accepted by the workers, 
would confirm their slavery and be a negation of revolutionary Social­
ism ; also it is an economic impossibility that it should be practically 
carried out and therefore it is holding out a false hope to delude the 
people. Domestic servants and wage-slaves in workshops, artisans and 
agricultural labourers, factory hands, and men and women engaged in 
home industries, can never be subjected to one set of rules; still less 
workers of varying races and countries. In a social order so opposed to 
justice and reason as ours, the attempt to subject countries in various 
stages of economic development to one law, would only end in the sacri- 
fice’of the weaker to the stronger.

Moreover, existing governments continually fail even in reconciling 
the interests of the capitalist classes whom they represent, and go always 
armed to the teeth ; how can they unite to protect the interest of the 
workers, their enemies? How can that economic engine of violence and 
destruction, the capitalist state, whose every department is in the hands 
of the masters, be made into an instrument of peace and good under­
standing between masters and workmen ?

Moreover the great moral principle of freedom is incompatible with 
any regulations and measures which interfere with the free development 
of society and would mould it on a Procrustean bed ; freedom which has 
become a need of the civilised man, one of the most urgent of needs. 
The offer of labour legislation officially made by governments has only 
one aim, that of dressing up parliamentarism again in the eyes of the 
masses, when it was becoming utterly discredited, and the efforts of all 
true Socialists should be directed to overthrowing the great superstition 
of this century, the belief that social problems can be solved by the 
ballot box and Acts of Parliament. After the experiences of the old 
International, we should not go back over the ancient ground, but pro­
ceed to the overthrow of private property and, together with it, of 
government, that monstrous centralised engine of fraud, corruption, 
oppression and social discord ; to establish in its place a society of free 
associations of workers, settling their own affairs and organising their 
own work. The bodies of thousands of victims and a whole humanity 
oppressed, lie between us and our enemies, and this abyss must be 
deepened more and more, not bridged over, by compromises which 
amount in fact to treason to the cause.

Comrade Merlino, in conclusion, called upon the congresses to remain 
true to the principles of revolutionary Socialism and inscribe upon their
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