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ANARCHISM IN ENGLAND.
“ Anarchy will never take root in England,” asserted an over-positive 
Social Democrat, not very long ago. .And yet this is just what 
Anarchism is doing; it is taking root. The seeds of Anarchism are in 
the air in England, as in every civilised country. There is a distinct 
tendency, here as elsewhere, to dispute the righteousness and necessity 
of authority, and to discard it in every relationship of life. Our idea 
of xfrhat liberty really means is changing, just as our idea of equality 
has changed. We are no longer contented with “ equality before the 
law ”; we see that there can be no real equality whilst wealth is un­
fairly divided. In like manner, we are rapidly beginning to see that 
giving to each an infinitesimal share in managing the affairs of all is 
not real liberty; to be each free to manage our own affairs is what we 
want. In other words, more and more people are becoming every day 
inspired by the idea that the only rational and satisfying way for 
human beings to live in association, is by mutual agreement and help in 
aiding one another to secure the fullest possible scope for self-develop­
ment; and further, that this mutual agreement and help can never be 
brought about by any system of coercion ; can only be hindered by 
government of any sort. This idea is in the air and the Chicago com­
memoration meetings held last month all over the country are most 
significant indications of the manner in which it is taking root. They 
are like the green shoots that give certain proof that the seed has sunk 
into fertile soil and is germinating there.

Compare this year’s meetings with those of the two previous vears. 
They are not only considerably more numerous; their entire character 
has changed. Last year they were vague and partial expressions of 
Socialist sympathy with certain martyrs of the labour cause whose per­
sonal devotion no honest man could do other than admire. The 
Anarchist principles for which our comrades lived and died were kept 
entirely in the back ground, when they were not actually denied. 
Attempts were even made to claim the Chicago Anarchists as Social 
Democrats in disguise. Anarchist speakers were actually called to order 
and silenced for drawing attention to the convictions openly expressed 
by the murdered men during their lives and sealed with their dying 
breath.

This year the whole tone of the commemorations has changed. Six 
meetings in London alone have been organised by Anarchist Groups 
and addressed by Anarchist speakers. And not only in these, but in 
the many meetings all over the country got up by Anarchist and Revo­
lutionary Socialist Groups, the Anarchist principles of the Chicago 
martyrs have been put boldly forward as the main topic of the speakers. 
We can best honour these heroes by following in their steps and pro­
claiming the convictions for which they died ; such has been the key 
note of the commemorations of 1890. Let us see to it that next year 
witnesses as striking an advance upon what we have gained to-day, as 
•does this year upon our position of yesterday.

CHICAGO COMMEMORATION MEETINGS.
A most successful and impressive series of meetings has been held by 
the Communist-Anarchists of London to commemorate the murder of 
our five comrades in Chicago, and to protest against the prolonged mar­
tyrdom of imprisonment which has been awarded to three others.

TIIE MEETING AT SOUTH PLACE CHAPEL,
Monday evening, Nov. 10th, organised by the Freedom Groups was 
an unqualified success. By 8 p.m. the hall was thronged with an 
immense audience, whose interest and enthusiasm were unflagging 
throughout. Judging by the sale of revolutionary literature before 
the speeches began it was a most favourable occasion for propaganda. 
Freedom, Free llnssia and the Commonweal found many purchasers, 
whilst not a few asked for our Comrade Kropotkine’s “ Wage System,” 
and the “ Speeches of the Chicago Martyrs.” James Blackwell opened 
the meeting by declaring that in accordance with Anarchist ideas there 
would be no chairman; nor yet would there bo any putting of the con­
ventional resolution, regarded by Anarchists as a useless absurdity. He 
then announced, what had already been whispered through the room, 
that Kropotkine was unable to be present through illness. This was 
an irreparable disappointment, which, however, was lightened by the 
reading of tho following letter as a preface to the speeches also given 
below :

Kkopotkine’s Leiter.
Dear Comrades,—I am extremely sorry that illness prevents me from 

being with you to-night, and from joining my words with yours in 
memory of our heroic brethren of Chicago. Tell the English workers, 
tell again and again, of that terrible tragedy of Chicago. Tell them, 
how in circumstances very much like those we now have here, the 
toilers, the producers of all wealth—those who are reduced to misery 
because they create all riches—endeavoured to lessen the hours of 
forced labour by a general strike on the 1st of May, 1886. Tell how 
the American Anarchists, whodid not share the illusions of the workers, 
foresaw that the rich ones, the exploiters, would take advantage of the 
strike to slaughter the workers, and warned the workers, advising them 
not to engage in battle unless prepared to fight to the bitter end. Tell, 
how their previsions were fulfilled ; how the workers were slaughtered 
at M'Cormick’s works, and how the Anarchists then decided to join in 
the battle, but how their very meetings were then attacked by the bri­
gands in sendee of Capital. Tell, how then the exploiters took revenge
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and no armistice! Struggle, struggle without
That was her message.

upon those who best understood the struggle—the Anarchists—because 
they called upon the workers, not to spend their energies in useless 
skirmishes, but to strike the Capitalists to the heart: to expropriate— 
to take possession of all that makes the very forces of the rich ex­
ploiters—the factories, the mines, the railways, and so on, and to 
become the producers, and the consumers a-a well, of all that they 
produce.

This the Capitalists could not tolerate.
If a few Pinkerton men had been killed in a struggle for wages, or 

hours of labour, little importance would have been attached to the fact. 
The dead would have been replaced by new hirelings. But the Anar­
chists put before the workers a higher ideal than that of a few pence 
more a day. They taught them that they, the workers, had produced 
and were producing all riches; that they, the workers, can produce for 
themselves and need not be ruled by a handful of thieves. They taught 
them that Man must not be exploited by other men, that Man must not 
bo ruled by other men. That teaching was too much for those who 
recklessly exploit the labour of the workers. A Union, never heard of 
before in history, came into existence, a union of all thieves of national 
wealth, a union of bankers, employers, money lenders, newspapers’ 
hirelings, and so on—the Citizens Association. They swore to strike 
a great blow—to execute at least seven Anarchists at once, more if pos­
sible—to terrorise by the gallows. They executed our noble heroes, 
our brothers whom we never will cease to regret. They had the gallows. 
But did they terrorise the Anarchists ?

You saw two years ago on this same platform the widow of one of 
the executed—Mrs. Parsons. She told vou how thev succeeded in ter- 
rorising. Hope, not despair, was the message she brought from 
America. Struggle
rest, and the victory will be ours at the end. 
That is our duty.

James Blackwell (South London Group).
It has been said that “ They never fail who die in a great cause.” It 

was a great cause for which our Chicago comrades died- the emancipa­
tion of- labour—and certainly they have not failed. The Anarchist 
cause, the cause for which they died, has made tremendous progress, 
especially in England during the past twelve months. The present 
meetin" is one of about twenty similar meetings which are being held 
in England, Scotland and Ireland this vear. in commemoration of their 
le<ml murder. This is a sure sign that the doctrines for which thev died 
are making way. Our murdered comrades have contributed very largely 
to this result themselves. Before the episode of May, 1886, and before 
the Chicago trial they were unknown beyond their own locality. They 
only had an influence in the particular district in which they were 
working for the cause of the people, but after that trial, as a result of 
the capitalist persecution, they and their speeches became known 
throughout the civilised world. It is for us to carry on the work in 
which they have so well done their part. It is no use disguising the 
fact that the masses both here and in America have been bv no means 
filled with revolutionary fervour. They have only asked for a slight 
improvement in their condition, a slight increase in wages or a slight 
reduction of the hours of labour. They have not dreamed of doing 
away with the present society altogether. If the workers of America 
had been filled with revolutionary enthusiasm as were the people of 
France in 1789, when the Bastille was pulled down, our comrades would 
never have been murdered. The people would not have stood quietly by 
and allowed the capitalists to commit that crime. We must do our best 
to rouse that revolutionary enthusiasm in the people by propagating our
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ideas amongst our fellow workers in the factory and in the street, so 
that such a foul deed ns that committed by the capitalists of Chicago 
may never be possible again, so that when men stand forward on behalf 
of the workers’ cause they may have the strength of the workers behind 
them. I will conclude by quoting a passage from a letter addressed by 
Parsons to a friend a few days before his execution. “ Have I ono 
more wish 1 Yes 1 have one. It is that you will never tire in advo­
cating the principles of Anarchism, that you will never cease from 
attacking the present system of society until the Social Revolution has 
been accomplished.”

Henry Davis (East London Group).
We commemorate the death of our Chicago comrades as a protest, 

because they did not even have that amount of fairness which is meted 
out to other prisoners. But it is not merely as a protest against the 
injustice of their fate that we hold this meeting. It is also because 
they voiced the workers’ grievances in almost the best possible manner 
that they could be voiced to-day. Revenge is a bad thing, no matter 
from whom or from where it springs. Revenge ought not to be fos­
tered in the breast of any man or woman, no matter what may be the 
wrong. It is not then in order to invoke vengeance that this meeting 
is held, but to urge the necessity of taking up the work where our dead 
friends have been compelled to leave it off. The best wray to com­
memorate their deaths is to help to bring about that Social Revolution 
for which they lived and died. In our comrades’ deaths history only 
repeats itself once more. Men have suffered before not only for their 
political opinions but for their religious opinions. Years ago, centuries 
ago, the king used to rule and used to reign supreme. He would often 
execute even with his own hand. To-day the monarch rules no longer,
although he or she may appear as a figure-head. Something far more 
powerful rules and that thing is democratic government, the rule of the 
so-called righteous majority, which almost always means the minority. 
The Government with its cumbrous machinery is brought into play no
longer by the king exclusively, but at the wishes of the landlord, 
capitalist and usurer.

Have w’e progressed ! Yes, along the line of education we have, 
along the line of evolution we have. But in so far as w’e have government, 
in so far as we are compelled, we have not progressed and we are not 
progressing. I am afraid there is a spirit of coercion abroad among a 
large number of people to-day and I will go so far as to say that it is 
through this spirit of coercion that our comrades had to die. What 
sort of order is it that must be maintained by capitalist government ? 
These men were told that it was in the interest of society, in the 
interest of law and order, that they were to be stopped in their advocacy 
of Anarchism. Force is an unrighteous thing, unless it be the force of 
persuasion, education or logic. The capitalists could not stand before 
men ,»f the type of our comrades because they had not the necessary 
force of logic. Hence the next best, or worst, thing to do was to hang 
them. In this country they have not goue quite so far. They only 
lock people up, but there is no doubt the hanging will come later on.

H those men could speak, they would say do not speak so much of us 
as persons as of the cause we had at heart. Let us then speak of 
Anarchism for which they gave up their lives. For they did give up 
their lives. If they had recanted they might be living yet, but they 
preferred to die for the principles for which they had lived, rather than 
live dishonoured amongst men. Anarchism is the doctrine of liberty 
and persuasion. No one has a right to force another to do anything 
simply because, as our enemies say, we are all imperfect. You have no 
right to be governed by other people, you have a right to be free. We 
Anarchists say No government, no coercion, democratic or otherwise.

e will have Freedom. But what freedom have we do-day ? Even as 
I stand here I hear the news that Mrs. Parsons, wife of one of our 
murdered comrades, has been arrested for taking part in a meeting such 
as this. This is under the free stars and stripes of America, where 
democracy has reached its pinnacle. Had our comrades thrown that 
bomb or caused that bomb to be thrown it could scarcely have been 
wondered at. Why i Because that same week even little school chil­
dren were shot down by the revolvers of the police in America, because 
men were batoned merely for asking for a higher wage and a few less 
hours of labour. The police came forward without any right, without 
any legality even, and shot down these men and broke their heads. 
But the State witnesses proved that our comrades were entirely inno­
cent; and yet they were hanged. Why? Because it was said that 
Anarchy was on trial. “ If you would preserve our society hang these 
men,” said Grinnell the prosecuting attorney.

We have lost a number of earnest and good men ; yet had they had 
a thousand lives each, instead of one, they could not have done more 
work for Anarchism than by dying for it as they did. When our turn 
comes, when we stand before the bar of so-called justice, when we are 
asked to give a reason for our opinion, when we have a false charge 
fastened upon us as was the case of our comrades, may we meet it as 
bravely and as nobly as they did.

E. Malatesta (translated from the Italian).
Three years ago all those people in the world who have a heart were 

horrified to hear that four Anarchists had been hanged in Chicago, for 
the crime of loving the people and working for their emancipation. 
Thereby the middle class showed their ferocity. They wished to save 
themselves by shedding innocent blood. Let us speak no more of 
moderation, of pacific means, the capitalists are ready to do anything to 
prolong their own capitalistic existence. We must reply to their 
cannon and their gibbets by a violent revolution. Let us honour the 
martyrs of Chicago. Let us honour those who have died for humanity.

They have rendered noble service to the cause; for a cause which i® 
consecrated by its martyrs is ready for victory. Sceptics may smile, 
cowards may deny our dead, but wo honour them, because we are pledged 
to make their programme triumph or to perish ourselves.

Charles Mouton (St. Pancras Group).
We aro met hero to-night"to commemorate the death oFour’coinrades, 

but we think particularly of that better part of them, that part that 
Spies spoke of when he told the judge that the anarchism he believed in 
was a part of himself, that he could not divest himself of it if he would. 
And that better part of Spies lives in us all to-day. It lives in our 
discontent, in the desire that all people have to get a better and brighter 
existence than we have to-day. Wo do not mourn over tlio death of 
our comrades, because we know that their deaths gave a great impetus 
to our cause. Wo know that they willingly gave up their lives for 
their anarchist principles. Wo Anarchists point out ’this fact, and we 
take up the work where it was wrested from them. They now lie in 
their graves, but wo have the knowledge that their persecutors have- 
not been able to stop the work that they had in hand. Wo now gladly 
take it up and it is impossible to trample it out. As fast as you 
trample it out in ono direction, it springs up in another, because the 
conditions which exist to-day render it impossible for people to live 
decent lives. And while you have this cancer in society all your miser­
able, 'petty political reforms are of no use. They are simply putting 
plaistersj upon a deep and strong social cancer which must be cut 
out. A mere struggle for an extra penny an hour simply means a per­
petuation of tho system which exists to-day. You cannot alter the 
present system by perpetuating wage-slavery.

We gladly take up the work that our comrades died for. We are 
glad to know that we have the privilege of belonging to such a noble 
cause as that of these men of Chicago. They were not heroes, they 
were human’boings who could not live in such a society as this. They 
were crushed out by the vice and misery around them. What the 
workers have got to recognise to-day is that the private property which, 
denies them a decent existence can only be protected by government, 
and that once you have taken away from the individual landlord and 
capitalist the executive force of government, you have made him simply 
as one of the most ordinary beings in this hall. When once that execu­
tive force is got rid of, then will true freedom begin. Why? Because 
in a society where government ceases to exist there will be but one 
prevailing idea, one prevailing interest, that is the one common interest 
of all in making each other happy. Too many words on such an occa­
sion as this are not altogether in place, therefore I shall in conclusion 
simply state that we here know perfectly well that the workers cannot 
get rid of the misery under which they suffer to-day by sending this or 
that individual to parliament. We Anarchists know very well that 
you cannot vote out the people who are living upon your hard work. 
Wbat you have to do is not to send anybody to parliament, because 
parliament is an institution organised for the purpose of filching the 
results of our labour and doing away with our responsibility. Directly 
you trust your destiny in the hands of anybody else, you have lost your 
independence, you have lost all^equality, and if you want people to look 
down upon you, you have only to go cringing to them for help. This 
is what our comrades taught and this is why they were murdered. I 
would call the attention of enthusiastic Radicals to the fact that there 
in America the Radical idea is realised. Whatever government labels 
itself its object is the same. When you have swept away private pro­
perty in all that is necessary to human lifo, you have swept away gov­
ernment, because government only exists to protect private property.

Louise Michel (translated from the French).
It is a sign of our times, that death for liberty has become the thing 

of all others which people will meet together to celebrate, rather than 
any festival. Those who have come here to-night to commemorate our 
martyrs aro some, let us hope, who will themselves one day bo ready to 
suffer for the same cause. In tho beginning of all heroic ages tho 
reformers are fired, not only with indifference to death, but even with 
the idea of glorifying death ; that death which implies destruction to 
the iniquities of the old world. In all the legendary traditions of tho 
world is found the fundamental idea of Prometheus bound to tho rock 
for tho crime of desiring light for men. As in tho ancient myths tho 
heroes fought with and conquered monsters and dragons, so must tho 
workers take the power into their own hands and proclaim the triumph 
of tho Rights of Man. While the old, worn-out world is crumbling into 
chaos, the young, newr world is forming itself amid ruin and destruction. 
The length of time that we shall have to continue holding such meet­
ings of protest as this depends upon the attitude taken by the govern­
ments of the world. The more tho governments oppress tho people,— 
the worse they are,—the faster the work will go, for tho patience of 
their human cattle is coming to an end. The more unbearably human 
cowardice is scourged by tyrants, the sooner will tho moment of liberty 
arrive. For that reason, scaffolds and gibbets bring more fruit than 
platforms can ever do. It is not only for tho sako of tho Chicago mar­
tyrs that we meet to-night; it is for the‘sako of those of Franco, 
Russia, Germany and all the world. It is for the coming martyrs too ; 
for it seems there is a desire to make .haste to lling ouo’s life in the 
teeth of corrupted society. Wo give our thanks to the English nation, 
which stands alone as tho refuge of exiles and cannot be persuaded by 
foreign governments to give them up. Revolutionists aro those mem­
bers of humanity in whom the sense of justice is strongest—it is they 
who aro tho judges of the wrongs of society and will remain so until 
these wrongs are done away with.
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Yanowaky (Knights of Liberty, Anarchist Group.)
After relating the events of the 3rd and4th of May ’86, said :-It is, 

evident then that the bourgeoisie of Chicago meant to “go" for the 
workers for having the “impudence” to demand a reduction of their 
hours of toil. They waited for an opportunity, which they found in 
the 4th of May. Seven of their guardians had been killed after at­
tacking a workmen’s meeting,-no matter by whom,-they would have 
their revenge! Their rage was fearful, and they cried : “hang them !”

But they soon solved the difficulty : they dont mind the body of the work- 
•ers or rather they must have it,—but they cant allow their wealth produ­
cers to possess any heart or mind; that is too dangerous for their abomin­
able and merciless exploiters. And so eight of the best men were 
picked out,—the heart, the soul, the minds of the workers were taken in 
the clutches of the capitalist monster brute. Five were slain, and three 
thrown into prison, the bourgeois class thinking foolishly they had 
killed their cause with them. But the truth is, the ideal of the martyrs 
was already in the air and no mortal being could destroy it. The best 
way to form an idea of the principles these men gave their lives for, is 
to observe each in his turn, those who joined in the chorus “ Hang the 
Anarchists.” First, the state representatives called out, Hang them, 
for they knew there was no room for rulers in Anarchy; the capitalists called 
loudly,' Hang them ; for they knew there was no chance for exploita­
tion, for grinding men, women and children down, in Anarchy ; the 
priests bawled, Hang them, for they knew there was no place for 
religious humbug in Anarchy; Henry George, who once posed as a 
friend of the workers but soon after turned traitor, joined in the 
chorus, for he conceived there was no place for demagogues and traitors 
in Anarchy ; aud lastly, C. T. V. Powderley,the “Grand Master Work­
man,” brayed, Hang’cm, for he knew there was no room for place 
hunters in Anarchy. Briefly, the ideal of the Chicago martyrs was 
true freedom, true equality, and true happiness for all. The realisation 
of this ideal is approaching by leaps and bounds, and nothing could help 
■on the cause more than these commemorations of the 11th of Nov. Here 
the speaker referred to an incident he had come across that day, at the 
Lord Mayor* Sshow. Some generours capitalists were throwing half­
pennies in the street, and appeared to be enjoying the sport of seeing 
how the miserable and wretched human beings were fighting each other 
and knocking each other down, in order to catch a half-penny. Well, 
the speaker concluded, let us do our utmost, each one of us, to help on 
the cause of Anarchy, when such “ noble sports” will be a thing of the 
past, and all will be free and happy.

Walter Neilson (St. Pancras Group.)
We contend that Anarchy is the true order. What is it that causes disorder 
to day ? what is ijt that causes strife between man and man to day ?

It it the existence of government, the existence of law, the existence 
of monopoly. Itis these things that we are seeking to get rid of we point 
out at that government of one man by another is bound to cause 
strife.

We belive that each individual should stand on his own responsibility, 
should be a sovering unto himself, and that no man should rule or govern 
him, because he is the best judge of his own actions. You are told that 
the people are bad and wicked, and that it is necessary that government 
should exist in order to control them. But I put it to you, do you re­
quire laws to compel you to act in a social spirit towards your neighbour? 
When the advocates of government are asked this question “Oh no they 
say I am quite prepared to act socially towards my fellows.” But, 
friends, they will tell you - they are so presumptuous as to tell you - 
that there is a bad vicious class of people in the east end of London that 
must be governed. Is it so ?

Anyone who tries to understand the principles of Anarchism invariably 
comes to the same conclusion; that government is not necessary. Gov­
ernment is only necessary where you have inequality. It is necessary 
to-day if the present system is to be maintained. We tell our fellow- 
workers that there is no necessity why they should be governed, that 
government is their enemy, that it is because of the existence of govern­
ment that the capitalist and landlord classes are able to live upon the 
workers. And it is because we tell our fellow workmen, that every gov­
ernment in the world is against us, and does its level best to prevent 
the propaganda of our ideas. But the governments cannot do it. They 
tried to do it in Chicago, but they did not succeed. When our comrades 
were murdered 1887, there was not such a thing as an English Anar­
chist party, but to-day what do we find ? That South Place Chapel, a 
large hall in the centre of Commercialism, is filled with English Anar­
chists, and their foreign brethren. What for ? To help to spread the 
very doctrines that the United States government killed our Comrades 
for. They may kill theCln istsof the Anarchist party, but that will not stop 
the spread of Anarchy, because the deciples are ready to stand up at the 
street corners and preach the doctrine. We are prepared to go for­
ward and preach the same ideas; to spend our lives in trying to bring 
about a better system of society than obtains at present. It is no dille- 
tante matter with us. We dont mix up with this because it is pleasant 
recreation. It is our lives blood. Wo know that at the present time 
we have to suffer every hour that we live. Peter Kropotkin, who 
should have been here to night, is unable to come. Why; owing to 
the tyrannical treatment that has been meted out to him by the Rus­
sian Government and the republic in France. They between them 
have shattered his constitution, because he stood up for the people, 
because he dared to stand up and say in the face of the world that ho 
was on the side of the poor and the despised; that he meant to spend 
his life in trying to make things easier for the working classes. For 
this reason he was persecuted, foi' this reason he was banished from 
his native land, for this reason he was put into French prisons. But
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the cause of Anarchism has grown too great now to be put down T>y 
any persons. Where three years ago in England the Anarchists might 
have been counted on the fingers of yonr right hand, today there are 
hundreds and hundreds of Anarchists in London, Anarchists who know 
that they have comrades in every large centre in England. And to­
night commemorating as we do the death of our Comrades in America, 
we earnestly appeal to the spirit of Anarchism to give us as much 
courage, as much determination to live for the glorious principles which 
we profess, as has been vouchsafed to our Comrades to die for them.

J. Casey (South London Group).
“ Do you think that this trial will be settled by my strangulation and 

that of my colleagues ? I tell you that there is a greater verdict yet to 
be heard of.” These words, predicting that the toilers of the world 
would yet declare in favour of Anarchy, were hurled by Parsons in the 
teeth of his unjust judges in Chicago three years ago. It depends on 
each individual one of us assembled here to-night to celebrate the Anni­
versary of the legal murder of Parsons and his fellow-Anarchists, 
whether this meeting shall be the beginning of that great verdict in 
England. There is, however, one condition absolutely essential to make 
this commemoration worthy of the heroes who so nobly gave up their 
lives for the cause of humanity ; and that condition is the determination 
to do all in our power, each one according to his or her opportunity and 
resources, to realise the aims of our comrades ; otherwise our assembling 
here to-night wonld be an insult rather than an honor to their memory. 
Remember that these men had but one aim and object in life, namely 
the realisation of liberty-and liberty’, as Parsons said, is the end of 
anthority, of government, and of statute laws. Mere hero-worship 
would be utterly repugnant to them. Living, they devoted themselves 
with entire single mindedness of purpose to the propagation of the prin­
ciples of Anarchy and dead, it would be an insult to their memory to 
come together on the anniversary of their brutal murder by the govern­
ing classes of America, with any other object than to assist in the 
endeavour which we, Anarchists, are making to abolish government, and 
as a consepuence, tyranny and slavery. Remember the words of Christ, 
“ So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold. I will 
spew thee out of my mouth. The contempt and scorn conveved by 
these bitter, burning words must be the portion of those who come to 
these anniversary meetings imbued with a vague feeling of sympathy 
with the martyrs of Chicago, but refusing to openly and avowedly 
declare themselves Anarchists. It is, therefore, to be hoped that this 
immense meeting, being the first distinctly Anarchist celebration in 
London of the martyrdom of our Chicago comrades, will mark a distinct 
epoch in the spread of Anarchy in England, which is the only real way 
of honouring their memory. Anything else would be but a sham and 
a mockery,

Yanowsky referred to the part, the disgraceful part taken by Henry 
George, to his eternal infamy be it remembered, in the savage capitalistic 
cry for the blood of the Chicago Anarchists. And I, as an Irishman, 
recall with bitter shame and indignation, the infamous conduct of the 
I r is h so-called National Press-a “ reptile press " if ever there was one- 
in reference to the brutal attacks of the police of Chicago on the workers 
on strike during the days of May, 1886. After the throwing of the 
bomb in the midst of the armed suppressors of free speech and free 
meeting, a cablegram stated that the bomb-thrower was an Trkhmrtn 
a statement that was at once indignantly repudiated by the capital kt ir» 
Irish National newspapers. Nay, they even triumphantly boasted-ves, 
boasted—that the police who attacked the peaceable and orderly Hay­
market meeting were mostly Irishmen ! Remember that those Chicago 
police were acting in a precisely similar way—except that their conduct 
was far more brutal and infamous—to that of the police who art> hi rod bvthe 
English government to suppress free speech and free meeting in Trri.ind, 
and that the perjured evidence that satisfied a packed jury in Chicago 
was worked up “ close to the wind ” after the worthy model of James 
Ellis Fiench, head of the detective department in Ireland under the 
Gladstonian government. The explanation of this apparent incon­
sistency on the part of the Irish National press is that w hole in Chicago 
the meetings were assemblages of oppressed workers to protest against 
the degradation and misery caused by capitalism, in Ireland the sup­
pressed meetings were for the middle-class purpose of chan ring the 
forms of landlordism, and giving political power to the capitalists, 
shop-keeper's and gombeen-men ; so that capitalism and gombeenism 
might have freer scope to develop on the congenial foundation of cheap 
labour.

It has been pointed out to you that democratic governments are not 
one whit less tyrannical than any of the forms of autocratic rule, and 
the murder of our Chicago comrades by the democratic government of 
America is an object lesson in confirmation of the statement. 
Democracy is only a form of government, and it is the inherent, and 
inevitable nature of government to be tyrannical. As mankind pro­
gressed in enlightenment, the more naked forms of tyranny were 
abandoned as the oppressed became conscious of the oppression, and 
those forms of government that were supposed to l^e most efficacious, in 
accordance with the altered spirit of the times, in blinding the people to 
the inherent evils of the thing—government itself—were substituted. 
The governing classes gave up the shadow of arbitrary power the more 
effectually to retain the substance. So it is with democracy to-dav. 
The hypocritical anxiety to secure the “ welfare of the majority " serves 
to delude the people, though in reality “majority rule ” is the vilest 
form of tyranny; “ Give us Barrabbas,” cries the majority, and in all 
ages the Christs of the minority—as happened to our Chicago comrades— 
are led to the cross, the stake and the scaffold. It is only bv the 
realisation of what is in plied by the phrase “neither god nor master” can
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