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THE FIRST OF MAY.

I'1vy years ago a goodly number of the workers of America were looking
torward to the first of May. That day had been generally fixed upon
as the date on which a general strike for the establishment of the Eight
Hour Day was to be inaugurated. The capitalists and the government
were terrified and were ready to use any means to put off the victory
of the workers. Chicago was the centre of the movement, and when
the strike took place the capitalists were not slow to avail themselves of
an opportunity, probably one of their own making, to imprison the
leaders of the movement and inaugurate a reign of terror which in the
then unprepared state of the people was sufficient to check the move-
ment.  For the time it was crushed and a few months later our brave
comrades” were murdered. But what was then essentially a national
movement has now become an international movement. No doubt the
speeches and writings of our martyrs, which have been translated and
circulated among the European workmen, have done much towards
this.  No doubt the idea of a general strike, which appears to have
emanated from Belgium and has in some way bound itself up with this
May movement, has also contributed towards the popularisation of the
idea. Doubtless the resolution of the Congress of Paris of 1889 is also
a factor in the matter. But whatever the cause or causes the fact is
before us that the May Day movement, crushed in America, in 1886 is

to-day an international movement threatening the very existence of

capitalism,

The program and policy of the workers in regard to this May move-
ment 1s vague and undefined. For some it means merely a demonstra-
tion in favour of a legal eight hour day. For others it means the in-
auguration of strikes to establish an eight hour day. For others again
it 1s merely a labour holiday wrenched from the capitalists, On the
other hand for the capitalists it is a menace. The governments scent
revolution in the air and they are making their preparations. In Italy
demonstrations are to be forbidden : in Spain the army and navy are to
be kept ready for action. The workers have no general program, no
fixed policy. The only general idea is that they want to improve their
lot and the first of May seems to them an opportunity which will enable
them to take some steps towards effecting this improvement. Here in
England the mass of the workers will doubtless content themselves
with demonstrations in favour of an eight hour day, because here the
mass of the workers do not comprehend that a man has a right to his
freedom and to the product of his labour. They will be very well con-
tent with a very small amelioration of their condition. With them it
15 the day of small things and the government, fully understanding the
position, has graciously come forward of its own accord and given them
a Labour Commission consisting of Mr. George Livesey, of gas strike
tame, and other capitalists, to whom have been added one or two trade
unionists of the old and new schools so as to give the thing a little
colour.  The commission will take probably eighteen months to enquire

whether the lot of the workers is capable of improvement and if it can.

be done without interfering with the interests of the capitalists. They
will then issue a bulky volume of questions and answers and disband
themselves. In the meantime a general election will no doubt have
taken place and some other dodge have been devised by the party in
power. Our only wonder is that Tom Mann can consent to sit in the
company of such a lot as Lord Salisbury has scraped together.
may consider himself Iucky to have escaped the * honour.”

On the European continent things are not likely to run so smoothly.
There will be big demonstrations, there will be strikes and there may
be riots, There the people are in a frame of mind somewhat similar to
that of the people of France in 1789. They suffer, they are uneasy
and they are seeking the remedy. They have no generally settled idea
as to what is to be done, but they are ready to do something, maybe to
pull down a bastille, maybe to dethrone a king. At present many of
them are willing to ery Hurrah for Carnot, or William, or Umberto. as
the case may be.  But to-morrow Carnot may be glad to run away by
the back door as Thiers did twenty years ago, William may have to fly
as his grandfather, the  cartridge prince,” did in '48, and Umberto may
he staying down at Windsor or some other of the numerous royal
palaces of which England is the happy possessor. One never knows
what may happen. We do not however anticipate this Just yet. We
expect the net result of the first of May movement to the workers will
he a few successful strikes, probably the passing of some labour legisla-
tion in Spain, the granting of the suffrage in Belgium, and the spread
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of the idea, probably the widening of the aims of many thonsands of

WOTKers.

';l: tr'evr us conscious revolutionary Anarchists, the movement, coming
15 it does from the midst of the workers, endeared to us by the blood of
«ome of our best and bravest at Chicago, must have a peculiar interest.
But for that reason we have to be all the more careful we do not permit
ourselves to be led away by the movement into the paths of reaction,
following in the footsteps of the Social Democrats. We must not let
the movement use us, we must use the movement. F9r uns it can be
nothing more than an opportunity. We have no desxr.e to create an-
other workers’ annual holiday. On the contrary we wish to do away
with the system of holidays and working days altogether and make
men free and equal so that they may take their .holldny.-z when they
will, just as the exploiting classes do to-day. The first of May will lose
all its significance and degenerate into a sort of universal Bank Holiday
if it is to be established as a regular thing. It is only valnable to the
workers now because it is a revolutionary menace against the capital-
ists. When the capitalists no longer ruakv.elal-mratc preparations to
put down insurrections on the first of May, it will no longer be worth
the while of the workers to celebrate the day. Therefore whatever
view State Socialists may take, we think that Anarchists should only
regard it as an incident, an opportunity for actionm, such action to be
aceording to the temperament of the locality or country. Hene. In
l.London every cool-headed English Anarchist must admit that the first
of May this year can only be an opportunity for propaganda. We can
hold meetings and show the workers the inefficacy of the eight honrs’
day as a means for the improvement of their condition generally, and
we can gell our papers and pamphlets, distribute leaflets, ete. But in
other countries the oportunity may arise for revolutionary action and
if it does so arise we may be quite sure that our comrades will not be
wanting.

THE STRIKE MOVEMENT.

Strikes and rumours of strikes continue to be recorded every day in
the capitalist press. The breath of revolt is penetrating everywhere.
Here in England we have had the strike at Manningham Mills, Bradford,
which, hnw.c-\'vr. 1s not so remarkable in itself as for the events which
resulted from the attempt to suppress the right of public meeting in con-
nection with this strike. Comrade Cores of Sheffield and other Anarchist
(‘ommunists have taken an active part in endeavouring to preserve the
right of public meeting, and as a result there have been conflicts with
the powers that be in the persons of their myrmidons, the people being
armed with brickbats and similar rude weapons. The superiority of
Anarchist tactics was shown by the way in which the authorities and
the newspaper reporters were surprised by a meeting being held after a
certain Socialist county councillor had consented to be a test case as to
the right of Slbt":lkin;..'.. so as to act over again the .mthor stale f:.lﬂ‘t‘ of
public rights in the police court, the policy which resulted in the
loss of Trafalgar Square. It was understood that the people would be
quite quiet until the following Sunday, when a mass meeting was to be
called. Strange to say, however, this nicely arranged lLittle plan did
not act, as some workers of initiative, not feeling themselves bound by
this agreement to which they were no party, held a meeting the same
evening. So long as there are recognised *‘ leaders™ with whom the
authorities can treat the game 1s i1n the hands of the men of law and
order, but when there are no longer recognised leaders and the people
are ready to act by themselves when they please, without caring one jot
what a leader may undertake, it looks very much as though the people
were beginning to be too much for the authorities. Another bit of
initiative was displayed by an active worker in pulling down a hoard-
ing behind which was a plentiful supply of brickbats and other useful
defensive material.

Then there are the strikes of the soldiers against drill, &e., which are
noteworthy signs of the times. . There has been a good deal of barrack
propaganda done in England during the last few years, and 1t 15 well-
known in Socialist circles that many unemployed Socialists have joined
the army, who it is pretty certain have not been idle during their stay.
Of course all our comrades know of the energetic work done by the
revolutionary Social-Democrat, George Bateman, by means of his
pamphlet and in other ways, but a good deal of other quiet propaganda
has been done, and it is said that an enquiry is to be instituted by the
military authorities with a view to discover the Socialist emissaries in
the British army,
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In America a strike of serious import has taken place in the Pennsyl-
vania coke region. In fact Pentecost, in the “ Twentieth Centu.ry ¢
speaks of one of the encounters which took place between the strikers
and the authorities as a * battle’ which is ¢ forerunner of the revolution
that is mow in process of development.” We have no trustworthy
details as to why the men have struck, but what little news has reached
us shows that the situation is very grave, that a number of men have
been killed and a good many wounded. A few days ago the strikers,
who appear to have been living in houses belonging to the company
which employs them, were evicted, and further contests took place,
during which the women took a very active part in defending their
homes and a girl was shot. The capitalist papers say that a Mr.
Jones addressed a large meeting of the strikers in which he declared
that the American flag was the flag under which John Brown and our
Chicago comrades were hanged and the fellow-strikers of the
men he was addressing murdered ; he therefore preferred the red
flag. The revolutionary possibilities of that particular district are very
great, and we shall expect to hear of further developments. Some
few of our readers may remember the events of 1877 and what is called
the great American Railroad Strike, when Pittsburgh and the surround-
ing district, including several of the States, was practically in the hands
of the strikers, who however, instead of making a social revolution,
as they might have done, had they been Socialists, were beguiled by
their * leaders” into the paths of arbitration, legislation, &e., so that
the whole result of what was really a victory for the workers was lost.
This particular great strike isas important in its way as any of the events
of the past quarter of a century, and we regret that no cheap and reliable
account of it is published in England. Perhaps at some later date we may
make an attempt to fill up the gap ourselves by publishing in Freedom
one or two articles descriptive of the principal events. Amongst the
strikes now taking place in America, we note that there are 20,000
stonemasons, carpenters and other workers engaged in the building
trade out on strike at Pittsburgh. In New York 700 stonemasons are
out, and several other trades are preparing to strike. At Detroit the
tramway men are ouf, and 3,000 stove moulders have joined the strikers
and helped to tear up the metals on three different lines so as to
prevent cars running. Thousands of other workers of different trades
are also out, and it is rumoured that all workers in the city will come
out anless the demands of the tramway men are speedily granted. It
18 said that the American capitalists are getting desperate and are
persecuting and prosecuting the workers all over the country. A few
weeks ago the secretary of a brewers’ union in San Francisco was shot
by a policeman, whilst engaged 1n sticking up a boycott placard, and the
policeman has been honourably acquitted. The Bakers’ Journal says
““the acts of violence now crowding upon one another seem to be the
results of secret and concerted action on the part of the employers.”

A good idea of the way in which a certain section of the American
capitalists represented by the Jay Goulds, the Vanderbilts, &e., plunder
the people and get possession of the great industries, railroads, tele-
graph lines, &e., may be gathered from Bronson Howard’s play, “ The
Henrietta,” now being acted at the Avenue Theatre here in London.
We strongly advise all Anarchists and Socialists to have a shilling’s
worth one evening. It is one of the most revolutionary plays ever
acted on the stage, and is quite a show up for the gamblers of the stock
exchange. After seeing such a play one feels that the power of kingsis
comparatively small to that of a great American capitalist, or for that
matter a capitalist of any country. * Then there is the legislature,”
says one of his clerks to the millionare operator when he is carrying out
a big * operation.” ¢ Oh, buy that too,” says he carelessly. How
much longer, we wonder, are American working men going to stand
this sham republicanism? Who can say? These strikes, however,
show that things are moving on more rapidly than ever towards the

great social liquidation.

MUTUAL AID AMONGST SAVAGES.

Ix the Nineteenth Century for April, Comrade Kropotkine continues his
series of articles upon * Mutual Aid.” * Having clearly shown by argu-
ment and examples that the principle of mutual assistance in the struggle
for existence prevails to a very large extent amongst the lower animals,
and has been a main factor in their evolution, Kropotkine now goes on
to point out its existence in the lower stages of human development.
““* We saw how few are the animal species which live an isolated life,
and how numberless are those which live in societies, either for mutual
defence, or for hunting and storing up food, or for rearing their offspring,
or simply for enjoying life in common. We also saw that, though a
great deal of warfare goes on between different classes of animals, or
different species, or even different tribes of the same species, peace and
r-utual support are the rule within the tribe, or the species ; and that
those species which best know how to combine, and to avoid competi-
tion, have the best chances of survival and.of a further progressive
development.”

# It 1s evident that it would be quite contrary to all that we know
of nature if men were an exception to so general a rule ; if a creature
8o defenceless as man was at his beginnings should have found his pro-
tection and his way to progress, not in mutual support, like other
animals, but in a reckless competition for personal advantages, with no
regard to the interests of the species.” But there have always been

* For the two previous articles see the Nineteenth Century for September and
November 1890 ; resumés in Freedom for November and December last,
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writers who, knowing nothing of human history, but their own limited
and perhaps unfortunate personal experiences and the descriptions of
wars and oppressions in histerical annals, rushed to the conclusion that
“ mankind is nothing but a loose aggregation of beings, always ready to
ficht with each other, and only prevented from so doing by the inter-
vention of some authority.” This was the position taken up by Hobbes,
a philosopher who wrote whilst Charles I. was fighting with the Parlia
ment and who in those days of violent partizanship was an ardent par-
tizan of the divine right of kings. Nothing in those days was known
of comparative anthropology, of the traces of the dawn of human life
upon the earth, and very little indeed of the habits of then existing
unecivilised men, and thus the widest scope was left for fanciful theor-
ising. It is strange, however, that even now-a-days the Hobbesian
philosophy can find admirers. ‘ We have had of late quite a school of
writers, who, taking possession of Darwin’s terminology rather than his
leading ideas, made of it an argument in favour of Hobbes’ views upon
primitive man and even succeeded in giving them a scientific appear-
ance. Mr. Huxley, as is known, took the lead of that school, and n
a recent paper he represented primitive men as a sort of tigers or lions,
deprived of all ethical conceptions, fighting out the struggle for exist-
ence to its bitter end, and living a life of ¢ continual free fights’ ; to
quote his own words—* beyond the limited and temporary relations of
the family, the Hobbesian war of each against all was the normal state
of existence.” ” *#

“It has been remarked more than once that the chief error of Hobbes
and of the eighteenth century philosophers was to 1magine that man-
kind began its life in the shape of small straggling families, something
like the limited and téemporary families of the bigger carnivora, while
in reality it is now positively known that such was not the case.” A
most careful investigation into the social institutions of the lowest
races has been carried on during the last thirty years, and it has
revealed amongst the present institutions of primitive folk some traces
of still older institutions which have long disappeared, but nevertheless
left unmistakeable traces of their previous existence. A whole science
devoted to the embryology of human institutions has thus developed,
in the hands of Lubbock, Edwin Tylor, Morgan, Maclennan, Bachofen,
Maine, Post, Kovalevsky, and many others. And that science has
established beyond any doubt that . . . . far from being a primitive
form of organisation, the family i1s a very late product of human evolu-
tion. As far as we can go in the palwo-ethnology (most ancient race
peculiarities) of mankind, we find men living in societies, in tribes
stmilar to those of the highest mammals; and an extremely slow and
long evolution was required to bring these societies to the clan organi-
sation, which, in 1ts turn, had to undergo another also long evolution
before the first germs of family, polygamous or monogamous, could
appear.  Societies, bands, or tribes—not families—were thus the primi-
tive form of organisation of mankind and its earliest ancestors. . . .
The first human societies simply were a further development of those
societies which constitute the very essence of life of the higher
animals,”

Turning to the positive evidence of this, we see that the traces left
by the human beings who lived in Europe such countless ages ago
that the whole climate was entirely different, and like that of the
arctic regions to-day, and the very shape of the solid ground vastly
changed from the country we see now, the traces of even these ancient
human creatures show that men were then living in societies. Before
Europeans knew the use of metals, when their dwellings were caves or
overhanging rocks, when they hunted elephants and rhinoceroses, and
many huge animals now extinet upon earth, they were living in societies.
Their cave dwellings are found hollowed out in colonies close together ;
their domestic implements and hunting weapons of stone are found
together in quantities, with the bones of extinet animals ; the remains
of their wooden lake dwellings, built on piles in lakes, and marshes that
once were lakes, are in villages. “And whole workshops of flint imple-
ments, testifying of the numbers of workers who used to come together,
have been discovered.” Indeed, it is very rare to come upon isolated
traces of this ancient human existence,

Turning from the buried traces of the past to the present life of
savages, whose actual existence is not very far removed from that of our .
savage fore-runners, we see the most primitive left are now arrived at the
clan organisation. “ With most of them the family, in the sense we
attribute to it, 1s hardly found in its germs. But they are by no means
loose aggregations of men and women, coming together in a disorderly
manner in conformity with momentary caprices.” All have apparently
passed through the “ communal marriage ” stage where all the women in
the tribe were the mates of all the men, into the stage where relationship
on the mother’s side began to be recognised, and mating between
maternal relatives of various degrees was considered immoral. The
next step was that mating within the clan was disliked. It still
refained “ communal,”” but the new mate was taken from another clan.
Individualist marriage (and thus the germs of the separate family) seems
to have begun with the individual appropriation of a captive taken in
war,

_** Now, if we take into consideration that this complicated organisa-
tion ™ (of the exogamous clan in which the germ of the family is develop-
ing) *“developed amongst men who stood at the lowest known degree of
d(.n'elopm.ent, and that it maintained itself in societies knowing no kind
of authority—besides the authority of public opinion, we at once see
how deeply inrooted social instinets must have been in human nature
even at its lowest stages. The fact becomes still more striking

— A ——————— s ———

* Nineteenth Century, February 1888, p. 165,
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