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THE LABOR COMMISSION.
The Labor Commission is a farce. As means of righting the wrongs 

of tho worker, and introducing a state of things approaching to economic 
justice, Labor Commissions and Labor Legislation are utterly futile 
Even if the workers of every class really could lay bare all their suffer­
ings and all the wrongs that are done them before the whole assembled 
legislature, the gentlemen of that body, lords and commons together, 
would not relieve and right them; and it is not so much that they 
would not as that they could not. You cannot alter an economic 
system, the agelong growth of a complex society, by making laws about 
this or that particular result of it. The Workers of England, and indeed 
of the civilised world, are slaves, toiling for longer hours than any human 
creature can toil and enjoy eithei health or happiness ; toiling to embody 
the creations of other men’s brains, for a misarable pittance which by 
no means represents their fair share of the product. And this because 
certain persons have got hold of the land and means of production and 
pretending they have an exclusive property in them, will only let the 
rest use them on their—the pretended owners’—terms. But this is a 
state of thing which no law givers, tinkering away, even with the best 
intentions, at the evil results and not the causes of them can ever set 
straight. No one can do that but the men who suffer and see that they 
are wronged. They can say to the men who profit, or fancy they do, 
by the present system of production and distribution : “ We decline to 
do a stroke of work again under these sliameful conditions. Drop your 
ridiculous pretensions to private property in things which are no 
creations of yours, things you found ready for you when you were 
liorn, things nature made or the collective labor of numberless men ; 
come to an honourable mutual understanding with us to co-operate 
with us on equal terms in working, and share and share alike in the 
results, or begone and make room for human beings worthy the name.” 
When the men who suffer and are wronged say that to those who are 
living on them and depriving them of the birthright of free men, the 
system of injustice under which we groan will be cut off at the roots, 
and wither away. But legislators can do nothing but lop a bough here 
and tie down a twig there of the poison tree which is blighting all our 
lives.

Nevertheless, though Parliamentary Commissions are a farce as pre­
liminaries to legislation that may be a stepping stone to social justice, 
the evidence they elicit as to the condition of the workers in different 
trades is interesting and suggestive. How plainly one sees in the 
evidence of the Cleveland miners, for instance, the wav in which our 
present system of producing by means of hired labour, for the sake of 
selling at a profit, makes the most valuable mechanical inventions into a 
cause of misery to the very men they ought to benefit. What toil can 
be more exhausting than a miner’s 1 When one first goes down into a 
coal pit, anti seos the men crammed into the horrible dark crevices of 
the mine, their bodies contorted into the most unnatural positions, 
picking away at the black masses of coal above, below, beside them, the 
rock pressing iuto and bruising them, the coal dust falling into their 
eyes ami mouths, one can hardly believe that it is possible that human 
beings can endure such terrible labor for seven or eight hours every 
day. Lately a drill has been invented which does the work of ten men, 
—just the hard, laborious work which invention should be directed to 
saving human beings. What could be better than that mechanical 
invention should free human beings from such distressing drudgery, 
and at the same time secure the desired results faster than human labor 
can secure them! What indeed, if we were free workers employed in 
getting as much coal or iron as might be, with as little trouble as 
possible, for the general use. But, unfortunately, we are doing nothing 
so rational. We are wage sluves getting as much coal and iron as the 
mine owners can sell at a profit. If with a drill they can get it 
without nine-tenths of us, the nine-tenths must set out on a weary 
tramp to find work, perhaps be pinched and starving, we and our wives 
and children, for weeks and months before we get anything. Perhaps 
we shall be thrown out of the mining trade altogether, and have to get 
on as we can with the uncertain work and uncertain pay of an unskilled 
laborer. Naturally we look on the drills as our enemies, and would 
rather be crammed into a stitlling crevice in the rock to pick for eight 
hours a day than be thrown out of work. Work for us in making the 
machinery 1 No, wo are not mechanics and engineers. Perhaps our 
boys may be but these “ economic adjustments ” which look so easy 
on paper take years, and we cannot sleep like toads in a stone until 

adjustments have had time to take place. No wonder Mr. Taylor of 
the Cleveland Miners’ Federation expressed no partiality for the new 
drills, and yet under a commune how they would be welcomed by the 
miners.

The unhealthy condition of the cotton weavers is another result of 
thus same production for profit system. There is no reason in the 
nature of their work why the weaving sheds should be heated above 60° 
But they are heated by steam to 90°, merely to increase the weight of 
the cotton, which is none the more useful for that, only sells better. 
One is reminded of the lead “ tea-tasters ” which intelligent Sheffield 
men are forced to waste their time and outrage their sense of honesty 
by putting every day and all day into the spouts of metal tea-pots, 
so as to increase the weight and selling-value. For the Lancashire 
cotton weavers the process of weighting often means disease and death. 
Working in such a temperature, they continually suffer from chest 
disorders. The factory acts order ventilation, but, of course, are not 
carried out in a case where they would interfere too seriously with 
profits. (Evidence of Barker, Blackburn Weavers’ Association).

But after all, such unhealthy conditions are by no means the only or 
even the greatest of the evils brought upon the workers by the produc­
tion for profit system. It is not only the chance of disease and an 
early death they suffer from, but the cramping and crushing down of 
their whole lives. Amongst the cotton operatives children only attend 
school for half a day after they have passed the third, or in some locali­
ties even the second standard, and thus at the age of from eight to ten 
years begin their career as wage-slaves in the mill. They must learn 
the work young, it is said, or they would never be skilful. But is 
there not all the difference in the world between sucn technical instruction 
for an hour or two daily as would teach them to be skilful and the 
hard-driven, dreary experience of a child mill-hand! Beginning thus 
early a life of monotonous routine-work, which cramps the faculties of 
mind and body and leaves both undeveloped, the cotton operatives have 
no chance to catch a glimpse of what a free, full human existence might 
be. “ What do you think about whilst you are doing that all day ” ? 
said a comrade to a man whose business it was to tie the ends of the 
warp for ten hours daily, to sit ^moving his arms up and down with a 
motion like clock-work.” “Of how much money I can make,” replied 
he. And indeed what chance had he to think of anything else ! Work 
to such a man can be nothing but a drudgery whereby be makes a little 
—a very little—money. He has no interest and can have none in what 
he is doing for its own sake. And when his hours of labour are over, 
he has no mental or bodily resources to turn to except such rough and 
ready amusements as profit-seekers in the amusement-catering line can 
bring to tempt his jaded senses. The whole family, father, mother and 
children, spend |the best part of their lives in the milL Naturally 
living in this narrow round they are only vaguely dissatisfied, if they 
have the spirit and imagination to be discontented at all. When trade 
is good and they earn regularly the wages they are accustomed to, they 
do not see that their condition can be bettered. Thev would like more 
wages, but think the employers cannot afford more. And they would 
like not to be so driven by the overlookers who get 5 per cent on the 
output of their operatives. Beyond this they, as far as their representa­
tives before the Commission fairly represent them, have very little to 
say. Probably the only thing to rouse them out of their deadly ajothy 
and open their eyes to their real capacities and just claims as human 
beings would be a crisis in the cotton trade. In the eotton trade! 
Nay. what could Englishmen ask better for the deliverance of the 
whole nation than a crisis which should so effectually check all trades 
and industries as to divert the energy now expended in the mad 
struggle for commercial supremacy and individual wealth into a 
healthier channel! What could be better for the English race than 
some shock which should bend all their force to the socialisation of 
industry and the enfranchisement of the worker I While England

“Stupidly travels her round 
Of mechanic business, and lets 
Slow die out of her life
Glory, and genius, and jov,”

what hope for a better society, a free and satisfying relation between 
man and mon 1 Down with English industry, say we ; down with the 
shameful prosperity which blinds the eyes of so many of our skilled 
workers kto the miserable narrowness and degradation of lives which 
might be those of true freemen.

The same narrowness of aim, and want of imagination to see and
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and the men, on their side, have trade societies to watch their interests 
__  The objects of theta 

latter associations are as short-sighted and limited as can well be, and in 

red-tape of course crops up continually. With the example of govern­
ment always before their eyes, and the inherited prejudice about sub­
mission and obedience in the minds of their officers and members, it 

; esjiecially as their main object is to con- 
Nevertheless these associations are ex­

In spite of all that is petty in their

THE CHRISTIAN REVOLUTION AND TIIE SOCIAL
REVOLUTION'’

•The book which has just been published by our comrade and friend 
Charles Malato, having the above title, is one of great merit and much 
interest not only for his fellow Anarchists, but for all those who believe 
in a coming Social Revolution. The central idea on which the book is 
based consists in a comparison between the condition of the Roman 
world at the time of the popularisation of Christianity, some three hun­
dred years after the death of its founder, and the condition of the middle­
class world of to-day, in which the capitalist fills the place of Cesar and 
the plutocratic will is substituted for the Imperial power.

• “ Revolution Chretienne et Revolution Social.” By Charles Malato. 
Paris: Albert Savine, 12, rue des Pyramides. Price 3 fr. 50 c.

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY.
v.

We have been analysing the claim of the producer to the produce 
and to enable us the better to estimate it, we have been examining the 
nature of the relation between an individual producer and a special pro­
duct. Taking the simple example of a young fellow making himself a 
walking-stick, we have seen that he expends energy of nerve and 
muscle in the process, and also energy of will. Nor is this all. In the 
simplest productive process, more especially when freely initiated, there 
is an expenditure of brain power. This it is which we have to-day to 
consider.

Harry, as we have seen, has received, in common with other folks 
of his day and generation, the general idea of a walking-stick, as it has 
been elaborated by past and present producers of such articles. He has 
received impressions about this sort of object, as about carts, houses, 
chairs, and thousands of other things that fall under common observa­
tion. About all of them his mind, without any conscious endeavour on 
his part, has been sorting and grouping its impressions and the ideas it 
has put together. For the brain is a wonderfid sorting machine, con­
stantly at work selecting and combining the material conveyed to it. 
And a great part of this work it does without our being conscious that 
our brain is working at all, just as we are unconscious of the continual 
working of our heart and lungs. Yet like them our brain is constantly 
expending energy, and we can realise it as we remember how dull and 
stupid we feel when we are ill or tired or have been too long without 
food, when, in fact, our brain is working sluggishly because our usual 
supply of energy has run down. But a man’s mind may go on al) his 
life automatically receiving, sorting, grouping and storing the informa­
tion that floats his way about any given subject—say walking-sticks— 
and no new walking-stick be the result. The automatic action of his 
brain in relation to the walking-stick idea plays a very great part in 
enabling Harry to produce the stick. It is a primary factor in the 
mental process which the production implies, but by itself such brain 
action would not initiate the productive process.

Yes, you say, his interest must of course be roused, so that he begins 
to think consciously and intentionally about the subject. Some stim­
ulus or series of stimuli must so act upon his brain that more and more 
energy will be expended along that special channel. He must intelli-
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gently look for and classify facts and ideas relating to the matter, 
it practically or theoretically. Certainly he must; but is this all 
man’s mind may be, in fact our minds constantly are, consciously 
piod with a variety of subjects. On some of them we dwell a 
deal perhaptu read about them or acquire knowledge by intentional 
observation, classify and arrange all we obtain, carry on long trains of 
thought whereof these, ideas are the subject. In such conscious and 
deliberate mental work a man expends a far greater degree of erfergy 
than is expended in merely automatic brain action ; just as he oxp<*nds 
far more energy when he is busied with bodily labour than is expended 
by the automatic functions of his heart, lungs, stomach, etc. But this 
brain labour, though it plays a most essential part in production, does 
not initiate it. Harry might for some reason or another be interested 
in sticks, learn and think a lot about the history of such articles in past 
ages, and their uses, forms and met hods of manufacture in this, and yet 
never make a stick or have any single idea on the subject which was 
truly liis own. He might oven, say for the sake of earning money, 
write an account of all he know on the subject, or go to work at stick 
making, doing exactly what he was taught, and of course, intentionally 
and consciously thinking about the procoss meanwhile, and yet, if his 
mind did nothing more than thus reproduce what was acquired by it, 
he would never accomplish what we have supposed in our example, i. e., 
initiate and carry out a productive idea.

How came Hariy to make that stick 1 If you asked him, he would 
probably say : “ Well, the idea came to me. I felt all of a sudden that 
I should like to make a stick. . . . You see I admired very much that 
stick of Tom’s. He got it in Switzerland and I have not the chance to 
go there to buy one like it. And then the other day, when I was out 
for a long walk across country, I got a nasty fall climbing up a steep 
clay bank, and I thought at the time that I shouldn’t have slipped if I 
had had a stick like Tom’s. I forgot all about it for a bit, and then, 
one night when it was late and I couldn’t sleep, and all sorts of things 
were running in my head, 1 recollected I had seen some capital, stout 
stems of the same wood as Tom’s stick growing in a lane, and I thought 
that next time I got a holiday I’d walk that way, and have a look at 
them. It was only when I was going down the lane and looking hard 
at the bushes, that all of a sudden the idea came into my head : Why 
shouldn’t I make myself a stick every bit as good as Tom’s 1 I was 
as pleased as Punch, and thought I was a fool not to have thought 
of that before; why I didn’t I’m sure I don’t know.” No, 
Harry, nor can any one tell you in the present imperfect state of our 
physiological and psychological knowledge. The formation of creative 
ideas by the brain is spontaneous, as far as our will and deliberate in­
tention are concerned. After they are born we can look back and, like 
Harry, trace more or less what has set our mind to work in that direc­
tion, but by intentionally thinking of any subject we cannot ensure the 
birth of a creative idea. Having the conception, we can deliberately 
set about developing it, work it out in thought and action ; but first 
the idea must “come.” Suddenly, so suddenly that a Hash of lightning 
seems an age in comparison, it springs to life in our consciousness; like 
an illumination tracing in vivid flame what a second before were merely 
cold black lines. It is an idea which is also an impulse, a thing of life 
craving development. May be it is feeble, and if circumstances are 
against it, dies again, leaving no trace. May be it is passionate and 
strong, striving with all the energy of the whole conscious being for ful­
ness of expression, and if advei*se fate is stronger and it is crushed and 
broken, our whole energy seems broken and crushed with it. Such a 
creative idea may relate to the highest and most complex abstractions 
of which the human intellect is capable, or to the smallest details of 
every-day existence. It may he the conception of a poem, of a scien­
tific generalisation, of a mechanical invention, or the idea of a lad that 
he will make himself a stick. It may be the grandest discovery of the 
most profound and advanced thinker of the age, or a common-place 
which, having been born before in the brains of million of men, is born 
again this moment in you or me. But whatever the subject-matter of 
the creative idea, or the intellectual capacity of the brain wherein it is 
conceived, in that it is creative it is the same in character. In this 
common human experience a Shakspere, a Darwin, a Watt, and the 
Harry of our example are brothers. Every mind not utterly crushed 
down and enslaved, or utterly debased and besotted, creates such ideas 
now and again, but in millions of human beings they are perpetually 
stifled, or left to wither from want of opportunity. Mankind have yet 
to realise the supreme value of free scope for individual initiative, have 
yet to learn that it means room and a chance of development for the 
creative power of man.

(To be continued.')

aspiration to attain to a higher level of social co-operation is painfully 
prominent in the evidence relating to the trade organisations in the 
textile and mining industries. The more intelligent masters havo 
formed themselves into associations to take common action and look 
after their own interests in the way of profit-getting and wage-lessening, 

and look after every chance of increasing wages.

their administration the old deep-rooted tendency to domination and 
red-tape of course crops up continually.

mission and obedience in the minds of their otfioers and members, it 
could hardly be otherwise ; 
tend with opposing interests.
tremely interesting to Anarchists.
aims and unfree in their methods, they are essentially voluntary asso­
ciations of workers, and the method of organisation they have adopted 
is remarkably sensible and characteristic of spontaneous popular group­
ing. They have begun at the bottom and worked upwards. First 
there are the small local societies, and then these are federated into 
Amalgamations. Finally, for special business the Amalgamation send 
certain delegates to a joint committee to meet the delegates of the Mas­
ters’ Association. Matters at issue are first referred to the Secretaries 
of Men’s and Masters’s Associations. If they do not settle them to the 
mutual satisfaction of both parties, the question comes before the Joint 
Committee. If they do not decide it to the general satisfaction, it is 
referred (amongst the Cleveland miners for example) to the men in 
their local meetings (lodges). In this way matters in dispute, even 
though they refer to the divided interests of two opposing classes, are 
almost always settled without anger and quarrels. If this is possible in 
a society like ours, amongst men divided by property and class, why is 
it utopian to believe that voluntarily federated groups of workers, who 
are equal and free, will be able to manage their own affairs peaceably 
and harmoniously when a central government is a thing of the past 1 
If the central government and the employers to boot were spirited away 
to-morrow, the miners and cotton operatives, not to speak of other 
trades, are organised in a fashion that would enable them to carry on 
their branchesof production with very little delay or confusion. And how­
ever their organisations might need to enlarge their aims and scope and 
to purge themselves of a tendency to admit authority and to cramp in­
dividual initiative, born of the warfare and oppressive atmosphere of 
to-day, they would be ready in their essential framework to take their 
place in the new society of free and equal industrial co-operators. Older 
than government, older than centraliised authority, this system of local 
groups, federations of groups, delegate meetings for special purposes, 
final reference of moot questions to those directly concerned for arrange­
ment by mutual consent or arbitration, will survive the overthrow of 
centralisation and authority. It is alive yet amongst the people, and 
with the freedom of the people from class-rule it will again assert itself 
as the rational method of social organisation. At least so we Anarchists 
are persuaded.
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We are not of those who believe much in the proverb that history re­
peats itself. It never does, except in special cases and particular rela­
tionships when it is obeying some special law which governs in the 
actions of men towards each other, just as similar laws do in the action 
of chemical bodies. Of course, wo are using the word “ law ” here in its 
scientific sense, as an infallible consequence which follows a certain de­
finite action. If you lower the temperature of water, sufficiently ice is 
formed ; if you increase the temperature of ice alxive a certain point, 
water is formed. There is no getting away from that fact; it is a scien­
tific or, if you like, a natural law. It does not matter whether this al­
teration of temperature is affected by the agency of man or the agency 
of nature, the result is invariably the same. The same elements and the 
same treatment give the s ame result. Just in the same way, when a 
certain condition of things arises in the relationship of men with each 
other a certain definite result must inevitably follow. But in history 
the conditions are almost always varied, and for this reason the 
result is almost always varied. In certain of its leading features one 
periotl of history may resemble another, but in other of the leading fea­
tures and in most of its secondary characteristics the difference is vast. 
We do not therefore altogether agree with our comrade as to the great 
resemblance existing lietween the society of to-day and the society of 
the Cesars, but we readily admit that it is extremely interesting to study 
the two periods side by side; and for the worker, whose time is limited 
and who cannot read through a number of books dealing with the tw*o 
periods and compare them himself, such a book as Malato’s is invaluable.

Over and over again in history, attempts have been made to bring 
the world, as far as it was known, under a single rule. Over and over 
again, a clever soldier or an ambitious and powerful race of people have 
endeavoured to obtain the supremacy of the world, and have succeeded 
to a certain extent for a time. But invariably, and as a necessary con­
sequence of historical law’, the edifice of j>ower, raised with so much 
trouble and generally with such a vast expenditureof blood, hRs crumbled 
into pieces on the death of this soldier or the exhaustion of this people. 
Alexander’s empire died with Alexander, Napoleon's was smashed to 
pieces at Waterloo. Charlemagne and Louis le Grand, Canute and 
Charles Quint are but instances of the many who have tried their hands 
at building a house of cards which hardly survived their death,
vast power of the followers of Mahomet, which at one time threatened 
to extend over the whole of Europe, was split up from within rather 
than overthrown from without. Centralisation is an impossibility so 
long as there are any intelligent and courageous men and women left on 
the planet. But the authoritarians never learn anything from history, 
and if to-dav we have no one ruler over the world, or a man who shows •r
himself anxious to till that post, it is simply because the job Is so very 
much bigger now and that nobody feels precisely strong enough for it, 
and, strongest reason of all, that they all fear in a greater or lesser 
decree the coming Social Revolution. But the authoritarians have only 
altered their tactics, the old ambition still remains, and the kings and 
presidents are stretching out their hands towards one another with the 
view of forming a sori of joint stock company for the purpose of carry­
ing out their plans. As it is impossible now’ for us to be ruled by one 
man, the tendency Is that we shall be ruled by a sort of oligarchy, which 
is pretty much the same as far as we are concerned. The supremacy of 
the Romans only differs from thatof Napoleon, Alexander and the others 
in being the supremacy of a pieople instead of an individual: and for 
this very reason it was so much more powerful, and had so much great­
er an effect upon the world. The history of the world has probably 
never seen anything to equal it, even the supremacy of the Greeks, much 
as that had to do in changing the condition of mankind and in mould­
ing tho Roman civilisation, w;is but trilling compared w’ith it. Rome 
dominated everywhere aud left its impress upon all European language 
and civilisation, so much so that to-day five European countries (France, 
Itatly, Spain, Portugal, and Roumama) speak different varieties of what 
is practically only a vulgarisation of the Roman tongue, and the millions 
of English-speaking people all over the world use a vocabulary in Which 
probably half the words are of Roman origin. One might even go far­
ther than that and say that to Rome and the Roman influence we owe 
the capitalist system of the present day. Certainly the condition of 
man would have been very different but for the Roman invasion of 
the European countries, and the institutions prevailing in Britain. Gaul, 
and elsewhere, before the Roman invasion would have led in a very dif­
ferent direction.

But Roman supremacy, long as it lasted and great as its effects were 
upon the world, was destined to perish just as surely as the block of ice 
becomes water in a heated temperature, aye, just as surely as the pre­
sent reign of the capitalists and landlords is destined to perish. The 
oppressed nationalities, the slaves, and all those who were writhing un­
der the yoke of the Cesars, together with the outer barbarians who were 
kept wit hin certain limits by the Roman domination, all felt a yearning 
to overthrow “ the powers that be ” of the time. And by dint of un­
dermining and by direct attack the Empire was at length destroyed, 
split up rather than conquered, and the suffering millions found them­
selves with many rulers instead of one. This was inevitable. Christ­
ianity had nothing whatever to do with it, except that the Christian sect 
was among those who were persecuted under the Roman laws. If there 
had been no Christians, this revolution must have taken place just the 
same. But what a powerful weapon religion has always been in the 
hands of the oppressors of humanity ! Constantine, who, as our com­
rade shows in the sixth chapter, was one of the biggest scoundrels ever 
born, having murdered, amongst others, his own wife aud child and a 
nephew, thought it was a good move to become a Christian, just as 
Clovis, tho leader of the Sulien Franks, did a little later on. In both 
cases it turned out as they expected. The Church and the State were 
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wedded. All that was good iu the former was abandoned by the priest­
hood, who, having arrived at power, could afford to laugh in their sleeves 
at the humble followers of the Carpenter of Nazareth. The Christian 
revolution was accomplished. But all the Christianity had disappeared 
and the only revolution was a shifting of the balance of power. The 
condition of the people was precisely the same, perhaps worse. The 
rulers of Rome had gained over to their side a new army of followers, 
and things went on just the same. If there had only been the Christ­
ians to consider, the Roman empire w’ould have continued. Fortunate­
ly, there was something far more powerful than Christianity working 
for the downfall of the Roman supremacy, the desire of the people to se­
cure greater autonomy.

To-day, as Malato shows, a supremacy is again threatened, but thl* 
time it is the supremacy of a class rather thanof a race. In the centuries 
which have passed since Rome fell, the balance of power has changed 
again, and it is no longer the kings but the men of wealth who rule. 
Unlike the Roman Emperor, they have no new religion to fly to. They 
have done their level best to utilise the existing religion, bnt they find 
that even that cannot put off the coming revolution for long. And so 
now they are following Constantine in his successful dodge, but with a 
variation : instead of becoming Christians they aie becoming Socialists. 
With Constantine the cry’ was “ We are all Christians now,’’ with our 
capitalist friends to-day it Is “ We are all Socialists now.” And if there 
were only a few Social Democrats to be considered, a few constitutional 
agitators, believers in a slight amelioration of the condition of the work­
ers, or seekers after power, such as the German Socialist deputies 
have shown themselves to be, the empire of the capitalists might very- 
well continue. Luckily, however, there are other causes, at work ; there 
are the “barbarians” tobeconsidered, and this time thev are not without 
but within the empire; and there are those most dreaded enemies of all, 
the Anarchists, those clear thinkers who see through all their little 
schemes and, by throwing day-light upon them, are beginning to make 
the workers understand what a trifling unimportant thing a mere change 
of a name would be ; that we do not want to rechristen our authoritv, 
but to do away with it altogether. The capitalist empire must fall as 
the Roman empire had to fall, because an historical law compels it. An­
archists and proletarians generally are only made what they are by the 
conditions which capitalism has evolved: they are bnt following out the 
historical law which compels them to act against and overthrow the 
domination of the few. The result is certain. We cannot tell when 
the supremacy of capital will lie overthrown, but that it will be over­
thrown no student of history can for a moment doubt. And this time 
it will not be merelv the autonomy of the clan or the nation that will be •
secured, but the entii-e freedom of the individual.

Referring to the movement of 1789, Malato says it was an individual­
ist revolution. He might almost have said that it was the beginning of 
the present universal movement. The advantages of ’89 were monopol­
ised by a few, that is true But it was only because the rest were stu­
pid enough to be juggled out of their rights. They had not yet acquired 
knowledge sufficient to make themselves free. And never will they 
be free until they have acquired that knowledge, until they have learned 
to rely on themselves, to fight for themselves, to preserve their own li­
berties, and to live as free men. That they are beginning to do this is 
just what makes the present situation so acute. It is just this which 
presages the speedy fall of capitalism. Malato docs not confine his at­
tention merely to the Europeans. He looks beyond and fears the advent 
of an Asiatic invasion. Here we differ from him very considerably. 
We think the “ teeming millions” of China and India exist rather in 
the imagination of certain writers and in the fears of European work­
people who are brought into contact with Asiatic competition than in 
reality. It Is doubtful if anywhere the population is more dense than 
here in England or in Belgium, and yet we know that there is land 
enough in those countries to supply a far greater population 
than at present exists in them. Let the Chinaman and the 
Hindoo or anybody go and come where they please, and let us 
do the same. If their rich and fruitful lands will not supply their 
wants as well as our European countries coidd do it. is a matter for 
great surprise. No doubt, iu the future there will be a very much great­
er mingling of races than has ever been the case before, and it is prob­
able thai the divers races may develop into one which will possess all 
the qualifications, without the disqualifications of the others. If the 
enduring power of the Chinese cau be added to the energy of the Anghy. 
Saxon, or the Frenchman, why should not this new race eventuallv 
eliminate' by the process of natural selection all the others i Not the 
legist remarkable of the changes brought about by the Social Revolution 
will probably be the settlement of these differences of race. But we 
Anarchists can look forward to it without fear. Not being patriotic, it 
matters not two strawsto usasindividuals. TheChinaman and the Hindoo 
is just as much a brother as the man next door. His future and his 
emancipation is just as dear to us as that of the European. And if we 
do not strive so much for him as for ourselves in the Social Revolution, 
it is because every one can best work for the cause of humanity accord­
ing to the surroundings in which he lives. The most far-sighted of us 
can see only a very little way ahead. But this we know, that the en­
franchisement of the world demands first of all the destruction of pro­
perty and authority. And here Is a task before us to which we can de­
vote all our time and all our efforts, without taking the trouble to peep 
into the future.

R E I II E 1 T : International Organ of tue German speaking 
J_ A\ Alienists, edited by John Most. Subscription. 2s. per quar­
ter ; under cover, 4s. Address : John Muller, Box 3135, New York.
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