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JUDICIAL ATROCITIES.
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But it capital punishment be not really a terrible necessity ; if it be 
not an indispensable measure for saving the lives of innocent persons, 
what is it but sheer slaughter! An act of revenge, only the more bar*

\\ ebe we to register here all the moral and physical sufferings, all the 
cruelties and iniquities which policemen, wardours, magistrates, judges, 
and that illustrious personage and eminent public official, the hangman, 
have indicted (Miring the last few weeks upon a very large number of 
their fellow-beings men, women, girls, boys, and even two years’ old 
babies, our sixteen columns would not be sufficient. The awful per
formances of the “ too long rope ” at the Liverpool executions, the 
numberless assaults and perjuries and mistaken identities and slanders 
and deliberate concoctions of false evidence by the police, the heavy 
sentences jtassed upon people guilty of no other offence than being 
caught whilst fishing by the rising tide and nearly drowned, or tread
ing unknowingly on private ground, or damaging peas (two babies of 
five and two, the latter appearing in the dock in her mother’s arms, 
were charged with that offence but happily acquitted), or stealing a few 
cherries—these and a thousand such deeds of injustice would pass 
before the eyes of the bewildered reader and fill him with amazement 
and horror.

Such an enormous number of crimes—chiefly falling iq>on the work
ing and poor classes—are committed now-a days in the name of 
‘Justice!”

\\ e do not deny that at the same time lion-official crime, if we may so 
express it, has been committed. Men have gone on injuring, stabbing, 
killing their fellow-beings, sometimes their nearest relatives, out of 
greed, of hatred, of caprice. But we strongly deny that these crim -s 
are in any way stopped or diminished by judicial atrocities, such as 
long-drop hangings.

Lor one would-be murderer who may possibly have confined his 
anti-social atrocities to less desperate outrages upon his fellows for fear 
ot the rope, there are thousands and hundreds of thousands whose 
hearts are hardened and their sympathies blunted by the continual 
recurrence of the public destruction of human life in cold-blood. The 
horrible details of the mental and physical torture applied to criminals 
in the name of right and justice, feed the cruel and blood-thirsty 
instincts of all who witness or read of them for amusement, whilst at 
the same time they pervert and deaden their instinctive feeling of pain 
in the sufferings of others. If a man once believes that there are 
people whom it is right should under certain circumstances be tortured, 
his mind grows familiar with the idea of inflicting pain, he ceases to be 
shocked at it, and should time and opportunity tempt him, he will be 
ready, under the influences of greed or passion or some diseased imagin
ation to inflict torture himself.

Io say nothing of the brutalising effect upon all who help to execute 
them, cruel and barbarous punishments serve to brutalise the minds of 
the whole community. But can their effect in deterring would-be 
criminals be shown to be so tremendous as to counterbalance this evil, 
together with the suffering their execution inflicts on the innocent con
nections of the guilty persons, on the guilty persons themselves, and too 
often on innocent persons punished by mistake 1 Decidedly we 
repeat No !

So lately as the beginning of this century people were hanged in 
England for stealing, and many other offences besides murder. When 
Sir Samuel llomilly and others agitated to do away with the death 
penalty for these offences, they were told that it was tho only effectual 
deterrent. If it was abolished no man’s person’s or property would be 
safe. It was abolished and men's persons and possessions were safer 
than bofore. So will it be when capital punishment is abolished for 
murder also. 1 here will not be any more murders, probably there will 
in time be less.

If the horrors of capital punishment really acted as a deterrent and 
prevented murder, we might expect to see that after such a ghastly ex
ample as the Liverpool execution there would be a marked cessation of 
murderous assaults, especially as it was accompanied that week by three 
other executions in different parts of the country.
ending August 22, there were also four murders.
execution and a murder took place on the same day. 
same suggestive connection was remarked in France 
when the two young men from Courbevoie were 
Paris.

barous and immoral as it is performed in the guise and with all the 
ceremonial of justice !

Revenue is at the root of our judicial system—blind, reckless, foolish 
revenge.

Not long ago a condemned murderer in America shot lrimself :u 
prison ; nevertheless the dying man was dragged to the scaffold by tw.. 
executioners and finished off there. A ghastly brutality not without 
parallel in England, where a criminal has more than once or twice he* n 
carefully nursed in hospital that he might be prevented “ cheating the 
executioner.” Take again the barbarous experiments in “ Electrocu
tion ’’ lately tried by the State of New York. If the object were 
merely to destroy life painlessly, what simpler than to put the con
demned criminal into a lethal chamber, like the curs at the Dogs’ Hom*- 
in Battersea. But no, the revenge of society upon the unfortunate- 
who have scared it has found an appropriate agent in the equally brutai 
curiosity of scientists longing to extend their experiments to the vivi
section of the human animal. What matter if the miserable victim is 
subjected to unknown and indescribable agonies t The onlookers and 
experimenters are agreeably excited, and after all he is a mere criminal, 
an outcast from the pale of humanity. What is such an attitude as 
this towards a fellow man but one of hatred and revenge 1 And yet th* 
truth is that most murderers are, when they commit their crime, in a 
morbid, overstrained, or diseased condition of mind, which might have 
been prevented by freer and healthier conditions of life or the brotherly 
aid and sympathy of their fellow-men. but when it has once come upon 
them is for the moment incapable of being checked by any rational 
consideration. They are objects for pity and for the self reproach *f 
those whose indifference or cruelty has allowed them to come to such a 
pass; but revenge upon them for the evil they have done is mere 
brutality.

John Conway, the Liverpool convict, almost decapitated by the hang
man, made on the morning of his execution the following declaration, 
which there is every reason to believe true and sincere :—“ In confes
sing my guilt I protest that my motive w;is not outrage. Such a 
thought I never in all my life entertained. Drink has been my ruin, 
not lust. I was impelled to that crime while under the influence of 
drink, bv a tit of murderous mania and a morbid curiosity to observe th* 
process of dying. A moment after the commission of the crime I ex
perienced the deepest sorrow for it, and would have done anything in 
the world to undo it.”

Was not this a case of insanity ! The other day a man was arrested 
in Paris, in a public park whilst actually intending to cut his own flesh 
and eat it. On his body many such cuttings were found, and the poor 
man confessed that his real longing was after maiden's flesh, and that 
he would have killed some girl to satisfy himself. Had he done so, in 
a tit of his madness, what a howl of execration would have been risen 
against him! Who would have believed him mad I He would haw 
been prosecuted, sentenced, and executed. A most wanton crime would 
have Wen once more registered in the annals of Justice! 

Cases in which the murderous mania is so strikingly obvious do n«t 
occur every day: but still we have other cases which are no less sug
gestive. W e mean the murders followed bv suicides. There are Ipeople sane in body and mind but ground down by sorrow and misery. 
They are mostly husbands or wives of very poor condition: poverty, 
bad education, ill fortune, do not make good tempers, good manners, 
and happiness at home. Rich married people, when they do not agree, 
live, even without a formal divorce, apart from each other; each nave 
their own apartments, their own friends, their own occupations or 
amusements. They may travel, play at cards, make love, or, as Au re- 
lien Scholl puts it. “ M/rwtmr <r»«M le inari vrlocijlant
de I'autre.” But poor people have none of those resources and distrac
tions at hand ; they are forced to stay together in the same small. dirty 
room, to sleep in the same bed, to run against one another at every turn. 
Then the least disagreement grows into antipathy, words are said which 
make wounds, and lastly one becomes really sick of his com|>anion. 
Reason is overcome by bad feeling, a crime meditated and accomplished 
—even the children sometimes are sacrificed ; then—the drama closes 
with a suicide !

In such a case society van not resuscitate the dead to take its revenge. 
It must bear the crime and recognise that punishment is no remedy, at 
least for persons wishing to die. Other and more radical remedies 
must be looked for, viz., reorganisation of the family, and extinction of 
pauperism. With this aspect of the question we propose to deal next 
month.
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