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Parsons three times for Aiderman, twice for County Clerk, and once for 
Congress. At the Alleghany National Convention he was nominated 
as Labor Candidate for the Presidency of the United States, but de­
clined. In 1878 a law was passed in Illinois disarming working men, 
and confirmed by the Supreme Court of the United States, and during 
the elections of the two following years politicians began to practise 
ballot-stuffing and other outrages upon the workmen’s party. Dissen­
sions as to methods rose high amongst the Socialists, and Parsons began 
to realise the hopelessness of politics as a means of economic reform. 
He and many others lost faith in the potency of the ballot and the pro­
tection of law ; they began to look on government as the agent of 
capitalism. In 1880 Parsons left the political Labor Party and turned 
his attention to the reduction of hours of labor, the existing Eight 
Hours law not being obeyed, even in government works! In 1881 
Parsons was a delegate to the Labor Congress, where the International 
Working People’s Association was founded on Anarchist-Communist 
principles. It was for belonging to this body that Parsons and the other 
Chicago Anarchists were indicted for “ conspiracy ” in 1886. In 1884 
the I. W. P. A. started The Alarm, with Parsons as editor, and he 
continued to fill the post till the suppression of the paper in May 1886. 
When the Anarchists were arrested after the Haymarket meeting. 
Parsons, who was out of town, voluntarily returned and gave himself 
up to stand his trial with his comrades. He was hanged Nov. 11, 
1887.

Parson’s autobiography has been published by his wife since his 
death.

George Engel.
George Engel was born April 15th, 1836, in the city of Cassel, 

Germany. His father died while he was an infant, and his mother 
when he was only twelve years old. He had known what hunger was 
in his boyhood ; now that the battle of life had begun in earnest, he 
soon learned what starvation meant also. After same cruel experiences 
he met with a kindly man, a painter in Frankfort. With him he stayed 
until he had learned the trade. ~
Here he soon learned something of la 
march through the streets after having
starving miners. At this time he was no Socialist, but an admirer of 
the “ free and glorious republic ” of America. Soon, however, he saw 
that the workers were oppressed and miserable, that people actually died 
of starvation in America as in Germany. He was earning* good 
money and saving something for a rainy day. “ The rainy days rum* 
soon enough. I fell sick, my earnings were soon gone.” He went to 
Chicago, learned something of Socialism from a fellow-worker in a 
factory, and studying it thoroughly, developed into an Anarchist. He 
saw the ballot box actually stolen and “ corrected ’’ after a Chicago 
election, wherein the Social Democrats had a majority of votes, and the 
courts refusing to quash the election thus secured ; he saw that politi­
cal corruption had crept into*the Social Democratic party, and, disgus-

August Spies.
August Spies was a German, bom December 10, 1855, at Freidwald. 

His father was a government official employed in the Woods and 
Forests Department August was educated for the Polytechnic urn, 
which college he eventually entered, choosing the science of forest 
culture as his special branch of study. He was a remarkably intelligent 
youth and an eager reader of the classics of German literature. He 
soon learnt to think for himself and became a religious sceptic.

When Spies was seventeen his father died and he decided to go to 
America, where he had wealthy relatives. At this time he was no •
Socialist, but on the contrary, an admirer of Bismarck and the Emperor. 
Arrived in Chicago, he followed the trade of an upholsterer. Here 
wliat he saw of the life of the working classes and his observation of 
the course of economic development, caused him to turn his attention 
to Socialist literature, and in 1878 he entered into connection with the 
Socialist Labor Party. In 1880 he took over the management of the 
Arbeiter Zeitung, a Socialist newspaper. His energy and ability saved 
it from collapse, and he continued to edit it till the day of his arrest. 
In 1880 Spies came forward as a Socialist candidate ; but a closer ac­
quaintance with parliamentary manoeuvring convinced him before very 
long that politics were a mere blind to the working men and he became 
an Anarchist. During his imprisonment he wrote and published his 
own biography, to counteract the false impression of Anarchism con­
veyed by the unscrupulous misrepresentation of the personal character 
and aims of the Anarchists bv the capitalist press. He was hanged 
Nov. *11, 1887.

WHO THE CHICAGO ANARCHISTS
WERE.

Folks often ask: “ Who were these Chicago Anarchists people talk 
of 1 They were hanged in Chicago in 1887 for being Anarchists, that 
we know, but where did they come from 1 How came they to be 
Anarchists 1 What were their previous lives like1 ” Some of the 
middle-class papers have actually asserted that whether it was just to 
hang and imprison these men as Anarchists or not, it was at all events 
a service to society to get rid of them, for they were dissolute ruffians. 
To answer such questions and show the shamefulness of such calumnies, 
we give below a brief account of the life of each of these men.

Albert R. Parsons.
Parsons was an American, born in Montgomery, Alabama, June 24, 

1848. Years previously his father had settled there and established a 
shoe and leather factory. His family were well-to-do people, descended 
from one of the earliest English settlers in America, and one 
of his brothers, General Parsons, is a man of some celebrity. Both 
Albert Parsons’ parents died whilst he was quite a child and his eldest 
brother became his guardian. At twelve years old he was apprenticed 
to a printer. A year later the great war broke out between the 
Northern and Southern States, and the boy of thirteen joined a local 
volunteer company. Serving in various regiments, chiefly under 
two of his brothers who were officers, he went right through the war, 
fighting for the defeated cause of the slave-holding South. After the 
war he returned to school and type-setting. At twenty years of age 
he fo unded a weekly newspaper, the Spectator, wherein he espoused the 
cause of the newly freed slaves, and, as a republican, advocated their 
political rights. This change in his views caused him to lose many 
triends and the paper tailed. Then he became travelling correspondent 
lor the Houston Daily Telegraph. In 1871 he married the daughter 
of an Indian chief and shortly after settled in Chicago, where he lived 
till the day ot his arrest, working tor his living in newspaper offices, 
sometimes as compositor, sometimes as journalist. It was in 1874 that 
he first became interested in working-class questions, his attention 
being roused by the shameless misappropriation of the relief funds sub- 
ciibed to succour the sufferers from the groat Chicago fire in 1871, and 
the efiorts made by the Chicago workers to expose the wrong. In 1875 
Parsons joined the “ Social Democratic Party of America,” which a 
year after was merged in the new «Workingmen’s Party,” organised 
alter the Labor ( ongress of 187b, and violently denounced by the 
capitalist press as a band of “ Communists and robbers.” The injustice 
ol this attack exasperated Parsons and induced him to study more 
deeply, and attempt to explain to others the relation of poverty to 
wealth. In 1876 he joined the Knights of Labor. Taking part in the 
great railway strike ot lb"", Parsons was arrested and brutally treated 
by the jxilice. He lost his employment. For two years he could get 
no regular work and his tamily were often in need of the necessaries of 
lite. 1 hiring tho strike he saw the people fired upon and clubbed by 
the police over and over again, whilst the capitalist journals openly 
advocated the use ot clubs, pistols, bayonets, hand-grenades and gatling 
guns against all laborers who agitated for shorter hours and better pay. 

1 he workers replied by military organisations, which sprung up all over 
the country. Meanwhile tho working men of Chicago nominated

A PUBLIC MEETING
WILL BE HELI* ON

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11th, 1891,
AT 8 P.M., AT THE

SOUTH PLACE INSTITUTE, South Place, Moor gate, E.C 
To commemorate the imprisonment and murder of the

CHICAGO ANARCHISTS,
Speakers: Alfred Marsh, S. Merlino, Touzeav Parris, Trunk, 

Peter Kropotkine, M alatesta, I). J. Nicole, Louise Michel, 
Jas. Tochatti, S. Yanovsky, C. Mowbray, W. Wess, Cyril 
Bell --------

Local evening Meetings will be held as follows :
Sat. Nov. 7, International Working Men’s Club, 40, Berner St., E. 
Sunday, Nov. 8, AutonomirClub, 6, Windmill Street, W.
Monday. Nov, 9, Scandinavian Club, Rathbone Piace. Oxford St., W. 
Tues., Nov.10, Forward Club (Commonw’l Group) Charles St., Hoxton

Open air Meetings will be held on Sunday, Nov. 8, at 11 a.m., 
Regent’s Park and Hyde Park ; 3 p.m., Victoria Park.

In 1873 he went to Philadelphia, 
■hour troubles. He saw the militia 

“ restored order ” among some
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Adolph Fischer.
Adolph Fische was born in the city of Bremen in Germany. His

the law allowed to tho poor in the common schools, 
ho left home for tho United States. 7 
had a printing office in

married in*1881,and in 1883 went to Chicago, whore ho found ompldy- 
ment as a compositor in the office of tho Arbeiter Zeitung.

fathor was a |>oor wage-worker, and Fischer’s education was only wnat 
, When only fifteen 

Hero he joined his brother who 
had a printing office in Little Kock, Arkansas. Fischer learned the 
trade of a printer, which he followed up to the time of his arrest. He

He worked 
hard for tho cause of Socialism in which he had been interested from 
Iris early youth. In fact his earnestness and determination were such 
s to make him a marked man by the enemies of the people. In his 
defence ho boldly avowed Anarchist principles. He was hanged 
Nov. 11, 1887

Louis Lingg.
Louis Lingg was born in Mannheim, Germany, September 9th, 1864. 

His father was employed as a lumberman, his mother *iid laundry-work. 
Life was pleasant enough for young Lingg in his boyhood’s days, but 
when his fathor met with an accident at his work which ruined his 
health, hunger and want were soon experienced in the family, despite 
the strenuous efforts of the mother to keep tho home going. The harsh 
treatment his father received from his master created in I.ingg’s heart 
a hatred of the present system which speedily turned his energies in 
the direction of Revolutionary propaganda

Meanwhile, having served his apprenticeship as a carpenter, Lingg 
left home for the the United States, in 1885. He went to Chicago, 
joined the union of his trade, and became one of the chief organisers 
of the eight-hour movement. He had an ardent belief that the great 
revolutionary struggle was close at hand, and that the people needed 
arms to meet the open violence of their oppressors. He therefore 
studied explosives, and made a supply of bombs to be ready in case of 
need. These, being discovered, lent some colour to the accusations of 
the prosecution, until it was shown by the medical evidence at the trial 
that the explosive thrown at the Haymarket was an infernal machine, 
causing cruel internal wounds, a missile of the kind used by troops, and 
not a simple dynamite bomb such as those made by Lingg. His figure 
stands somewhat apart from those of his fellow-prisoners, with 
whom he was very slightly acquainted, or not acquainted at all, until 
they met in the dock. They were propagandists, he a man of action. 
He died in his cell shortly before the execution, the prison authorities 
stated that he had blown himself up, the truth is unknown. A day or 
two before his death his mother wrote to him, her only son : “ I, too, 
as you know, have worked liard to get bread for you, your sister and 
myself, and—true as I am alive—I shall be as proud of you after your 
death as I have been during your life. Woman as I am, I would have 
done the same had I been a man.”

ted, he left them and joined the International Working Peoples’ 
Association, becoming one of the most active workers in the cause. He 
was hanged Nov. 11, 1887. llis last words wore “Hurrah for 
Anarchy.”

thing of its principles, Schwab becamo a Socialist and travelled through 
Europe distributing literature, gaining his living by his trade. In 1879 
he emigrated to the United States, and after visiting various cities ho 
settled in Chicago, where he beeamo reporter and assistant editor of the 
Arbeiter Xeiiung until his arrest. Ifo also was sentenced to death, and 
at the last moment reprieved for life-long imprisonment.

’ Oscar nhbAe. 1
Oscar N echo was born in Philadelphia of German parents. At the time 

of his arrest he was not a wage-worker like his comrades, but a well-to-do 
businessman, anycast-pedlar. Nevertheless, his heart was wholly with 
the working people, ami in their cause he exertpd himseli night and day 
with untiring energy. Although he know nothing of tho Haymarket 
meeting, such activity was enough to bring upon him the hatred of tho 
ipitalists who were managing the trial. For his good work in the 

cause he was sentenced to fifteen years’ imprisonment. His wife who 
loved him very deeply, died of a broken heart while he was imprisoned 
in Chicago.

Lingg, Fieldon, Schwab ami Neche, like their four comrades, boldly 
and clearly stated their anarchist principles in their speeches before the 
Court. ---------

Such in brief outline are the figures—characteristic in their simplicity 
—of the first American martyrs in the Socialist and Anarchist cause.

They do not belong to one class. The workman, the writer, the 
handicraftsman, ruined by the development of production on a large scale, 
the ex-soldier, whose youth was sacrificed to the ideas of patriotism and 
glory, the ex-preacher, all these waifs of European society, thing pell- 
mell by the tempest of civilisation upon the soil of the North American 
Republic, found one another out, understood one another, united with 
the native born American citizen in one common thought, the thought 
of emancipation.

It is interesting to study in the biographies of these simple, ordinary 
men the processes which led them to Socialism, the apparently trivial 
facts which struck them, and out of mere every-day visitors to the 
New World made them declared enemies of middle-class society.

For one it was the sight of disinterested men working to spread the 
ideas of Socialism. For another, the sight of a regiment marching 
away from the bloody suppression of a miners’ strike. Or it was a 
word, an exclamation falling from a neighbour’s lips, or some other 
seemingly insignificant circumstance. The word or the impression 
evidently grafted itself upon a stock of preceding experiences ; experi­
ences more or less unconsciously received, and bearing chiefly upon 
the economic situation of tho wage-slave. The economic question re­
mains the basis; but moral feeling is the lever. It is the key to the 
solution of the social question.

And the minds of these workmen yesterday indifferent, of these be­
lievers in the inevitability of capitalism and the glory of the greatest 
of Republics, were suddenly pierced by a gleam of light, by a my of 
sunshine from a far-off world, dimly seen amid the thick smoke of 
battle. Thus, may it be said, thus Jo men become Socialists.

No less interesting is the passage of these straightforward, sincere 
minds to Anarchism.

Samuel Fielden.
Samuel Fielden was an Englishman born on the 25th February, 

1847, in the town of Todmorden, Lancashire. His father was a weaver 
by trade, a man of fine physique and of more than ordinary intelli­
gence. Their house on Sunday was the meeting-place of an advanced 
group of persons who discussed various social subjects. This fact, 
Fielden says, first gave him his taste for the study of Sociology. In 
his youth he went through a phase of religious enthusiasm and peram­
bulated the towns of Lancashire as a Methodist preacher. In 1868 he 
emigrated to the United States, where for some time he still continued 
to preach.

He went to Chicago in 1869. Here he began to see that in the 
economic conditions of the people “ there was something wrong.” But 
how to remedy it he did not know, till one day, lie says, “ a person 
said to me that Socialism meant equal opportunities.” From that time 
he followed up the Socialist idea and soon became a most active speaker 
and worker fur the cause. With all this he worked hard for his living. 
In his defence he says: “You can liard ly go through a street in this 
city that I have not dropped my sweat upon.”

He made an eloquent speech at the trial, the last sentences of which 
we quote: “ To-day as the beautiful autumn .sun kisses with balmy 
breeze the cheek of every free man, I stand here never to bathe my 
head in its rays again. I have loved my fellow-men as I have loved 
myself. I have hated trickery, dishonesty and injustice. The nine­
teenth century commits the crime of killing ,its best friends. It will 
live to repent of it.” Fielden is now in prison under a life sentence, to 
which the death penalty was in his ease commuted.

Michel Schwab.
Michel Schwab was born in Kitzingen, Central Germany, on August 

9, 1853. His father was a small tradesman. By the time he was 13 
he had lost both parents and the home was broken up. A year later 
he became a communicant, but at the end of a month his faith was so 
shaken by the worldly liabits of his priest that it never recovered. At 
tliis time Schiller and the other German classics fell into his hands and 
finally dispelled all the illusions of the Catholic faith. Being compelled 
to learn a trade for his livelihood, he chose that of a bookbinder. He 
was apprenticed in Wuerrburg, where he lived a solitary life surrounded 
only by his Wks. In 1872 his apprenticeship having expired and he 
having by direct eontact with the Socialist Labor Party learnt somo-

In 1878 our comrades were still amongst the most active members of 
the Socialist Libor Party. The number of votes which they were able 
to collect for the legislative elections of the following year, changed the 
character and direction of this Party. But professional politicians crept 
into the Socialist ranks. And ambition, corruption, and discord crept 
in too. Our comrades have described at length in their biographies the 
struggles and rivalries which sprung up within the Party and led to its 
dissolution.

Nevertheless tho workers retained a certain amount of confidence in 
the elections; until .Judge Gary, when refusing to condemn two indi­
viduals found guilty of electioneering frauds, declared that ull means 
were justifiable to take votes from the “ Communists.” “Then it was,”
writes Parsons, “that I perceived the folly of wishing to gain from 
politics and politicians the reform of society.”

Many workmen, he tells us, began to lose confidence in the 
elections and the laws. Some amongst them said that political liberty 
without economic liberty w a hollow phrase. Others lidded that poverty 
cannot struggle against wealth at elections ; for the master in the work­
shop is master everywhere besides, and he can influence tho votes of 
his workmen.

A discussion began upon the subject; and the conviction was ac­
quired that the State, the Government and the laws, are but the instru­
ments of capitalists and of their interests . . . and that all the forms 
of government (monarchies, republics, and what not) arc only a con­
spiracy organised by the possessing classes to despoil the workers and 
keep them in slavery. ... In politics money can do everything; it 
rules the electorate even as it does the factory. . . .

The State, the Government and the law centralise tho power which 
certain individuals have of ruling and exploiting other individuals, and 
all law and government is, in the last resort, but an organisation of 
force, a usurpation of the natural rights of man.

This current of ideas created Anarchism. Our comrades’ refusal to 
submit to parliamentary trickery and lies, their attitude of straight­
forward opposition, the sense of the middle-class that they were helploss 
in face of such an attitude and their fear of the consequences—this it 
was which cost our comrades their lives ; not the relatively unimpoitant 
event at tho Haymarket meeting.

The present situation in this country resembles in many points that 
in the United States in 1886. The Socialist and labor movement is 
evidently inclining towards politics; the tide is setting, as it did before
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anything worth having to the

i people to a fresh defeat, Jiave only one attitude to take : to fight 
3 principle of government and against all measures the govern- 

tariat to its chariot. We shall prolwbly not have a serious agitation for the 
eight hours’ bill ; for tho worker already understands how illusory and 
unreal such a reform would be. But we shall have agitations for other 
reforms no less futile, which will long keep up in a certain part of the 
working class the hope of getting themselves represented in Parliament 
and in the local administration*

The Government, without conce ding 
workman who works, will protect and cajole, those workers who nibble 
at the political bait, and it will fight desperately with the Anarchist", 
the irreconcilables. The moment will come when it will be driven to 
plan a little terrorism to rid itself of the must importunate of its foes. 
It will seize upon some pretext to let loose its hired and its volunteer 
police upon the unarmed crowd and cause a massacre. The indignation 
which the crime will arouse amongst the friends of the jieople will serve 
as a justification for laying bauds upon them, dragging them before a 
packed jury and demanding ami obtaining their heads. It will choose 
the most devoted, the most sincere, for these are the most dangerous.

These wijl be our own martyrs, whom the whole world will honour 
as now it honours the martyrs of Chicago; and on no long distant 
day their blood will spring up from the earth in flames that will enwrap 
the execrable edifice of iniquity wherein we are living, and reduce it 
to ashes.

and to that of their frieuds and partizans.
The government—or the State, if you will—as judge, moderator 

of social strife, impartial administrator of the public interests. is a lie. 
It is an illusion, a utopia, never realised and never realizable. If 
in truth, the in ten sts of men must always be contrary to one another, 
if indeed, the strife between mankind made laws necessary to human 
society, and the liberty of the individual must be limited bv the 
liberty of other individuals, then each oue would always seek to make 
his interests triumph over thuse of others. Each would strive to 
enlarge his own lilierty at the cost of the liberty of others, and there 
would be government. Not simply because it was more or less use­
ful to the totality of tho members of society to have a government, 
but because the evuquerurs would wish to secure to themselves the 
fruitsof victory. They would wish effectually to subject the vanquished, 
and relieve themselves of the trouble of being always on the defen 
sive, and they would appoiut men, specially adapted to the business, 
to act police. Were this indeed actually the case, then humanitv 
would destined to perish amidst periodical eoutests between tyran­
nical dominators and the rebellion of the conquered.

But fortunately the future of humanity is a happier one, because 
the law which governs it is milder.

This law is the law of solidarity.
(To be continued.).

in 1848, towards the House of Commons, that grand extinguisher of all 
reforms and all enthusiasms.

Clear-sighted and sincere men, who dread the responsibility of leading 
on the people to a fresh defeat, have only one attitude to take : to fight 
against tho principle of government and against all measures the govern­
ment may propose or promiso whore with to harness a jiortion of the prole-

tion and constructions of roads, care of the public health, benevolent 
institutions, workhouses and such like, and it pleases it to pose as 
tho protector and benefactor of the poor and weak. But it is suffi­
cient to notice how and why it fulfils these functions to prove otu* 
point. The fact is that everything the government undertakes is 
always inspired with the spirit of domination, and ordained to defend 
enlarge, and perpetuate tho privileges of property and those classes 
of which government is the representative and defender.

A government cannot rule for any length of time without hiding 
its true nature behind the pretence of general utility. It cannot 
respect Hie lives of the privileged without assuming the air of wish­
ing to respect the lives of all. It cannot cause the privileges of some 
to l»e tolerated without appearing as the custodian of the rights of 
everybody. “ The law " (and, of course, those that have made the law. 
that is, the government) “ has utilised,” says Kropotkine, kithe social 
sentiments of man, working into them those precepts of morality, 
which man has accepted, together with arrangements useful to the 
minority'—the exploiters—-and opposed to the interests of those who 
might have rebelled, had it not been for this show of a moral ground.”

A government cannot wish the destruction of the community, for 
then it and the dominant class could not claim their exploitation- 
gained wealth; nor could the government leave the community to 
manage its own affairs, for then the people would soon discover that 
it (the government) was necessary for no other end than to defend 
the proprietory’ class who impoverish them, and would hasten to rid 
themselves of both government and proprietory class.

To-day in the face of the persistent :md menacing demands of the 
proletariat, governments show a tendency to interfere in the relations 
between employers and work people. Thus they try to arrest the 
labour movement, and to impede with delusive reforms the attempts 
of the poor to take to themselves that winch is due to them, namely 
an equal share of the good things of life which others enjoy.

We must also remember that on one hand the “ bourgeois.” that is, 
the proprietory class, make war among themselves, and destroy one 
another continually, and on the other hand that the government, 
although composed of the “ bourgeois ” and. acting as their servant 
and protector, is still, like every servant or protector, continually 
striving to emancipate itself and to domineer over its charge. Thu> 
this see-saw game, this swaying between conceding and withdrawing, 
this seeking allies among the people and against the classes, and 
among the classes against the masses, forms the science of the gover­
nors, and blinds the ingenuous and phlegmatic, who are always 
expecting that salvation is coming to them trom on high.

With all this, the government does not change its nature. If it 
acts as regulator or guarantor of the rights and duties of each, it 
perverts the sentiment of justice. It justifies wrong and punish*^ 
every act which offends or menaces the privileges of the governors 
and proprietors. It declares j ust, legal, the must atrocious exploita­
tion of the miserable, which means a slow and continuous mateiial 
and morai murder, perpetrated by those who have on those who have 
not. Again, if it admuiistrates public services, it always considers 
the interests of the governors and proprietors, not occupying itself 
with the interests of the working masses, except in so tar as is neces­
sary to make the masses willing to endure their share of fa vahinn - 
If it instructs, it fetters and curtails the truth, and tends to prepare 
the mind and heart of the young to become either implacable tyrants 
or docile slaves, according to the class to which they belong. In the 
hands of the government everything becomes a means of exploitation, 
everything serves as a police measure, useful to hold the people in 
check. And it must be thus. If the life of nmnkiu.l consists in 
strife between man and man, naturally there must be conquerors 
and conquered, and the government, which is the prize of the strife, 
or is a means of securing to the victors the results of their victon, 
and pei’petuatiug those results, will certainly never fall to those who 
have lost, whether the battle be on the grounds of physical or intel­
lectual strength, or in the field of economics. And those who hare 
fought to conquer, that is. to secure to themselves better conditions 
than others can have, to conquer privilege and dominion added to 
power, und have attained the victory, will certainly not use it to defend 
the rights of the vanquished, and to place Inuits to their own power

(Continued from previous number.)
In many countries, the proletariat participates nominally, more or 

less, in the election of the government. This is a concession which 
the bourgeois (i.r., proprietory) class have made, either to avail 
themselves of popular support in the strife against royal or aristo­
cratic power, or to divert the attention of the people from their own 
emancipation by giving them an apparent share in political power. 
However, whether the “ bourgeoisie ” foresaw it or not. when first 
they conceded to the people the light to vote, the fact is that the 
right has proved iu reality a mockery, serving only to consolidate the 
power of the “ bourgeois,” while giving to the most energetic only of 
the proletariat the illusory hope of arriving at power.

So also with universal suffrage—we might say, especially with uni­
versal sufirage— the government has remained the servant and police 
of the bourgeois class, llow could it be otherwise ? If the govern- 
inent should roach tho point of becoming hostile, if the hope of 
democracy should ever be more than a delusion deceiving the people, 
the proprietory class, menaced in its interests, would at once rebel, 
and would use all the force and influence which come from the pos­
session of wealth, to reduce the government to the simple function of 
acting as policeman.

In all times and in all places, whatever may be the name that the 
government takes, whatever has been its origin, or its organisation, 
its essential function is alvays that of oppressing and exploiting the 
masses, and of defending the oppressors and exploiters. Its principal 
characteristic and indispensible instruments are the bailiff and the 
tax-collector, the soldier and the prison. And to these are necessarily 
added the lying professions of priests or teachers, as the case may be, 
supported and protected by tho government, to render the spirit of 
tho people servile ami make them docile under the yoke.

Certainly, in addition to this primary business, to this essential 
department of governmental action other* departments have been 
added in the course of time. We even admit that never, or hardly 
over, has a government been able to exist in a country that was at ail 
civilized without adding to its oppressing and exploiting functions 
others useful and indispensible to social life. But this fact makes it 
none the less true that government is in its nature oppressive and a 
means of exploitation, and that its origin and position doom it to be 
the defence and hot-bed of a dominant class, thus confirming and 
increasing the evils of domination.

L’he government assumes tho business of protecting, more or less 
vigilantly, the life of citizens against direct and brutal attacks; 
acknowledges and legalizes a certain number of rights and primitive, 
usages and customs, without which it is impossible to live in society. 
It organises and directs certain public services, as the post, preserva-
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By Enrico Malatesta.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
R<*piiblication of the “ Speeches of the Chicago Anarchists before 

the Court,” with a preface describing the trial and the events which 
led up to it, and extracts from the record of the trial prepared by the 
Chicago lawyers for the second trial on appeal before the Supreme Uouit 
of Illinois. A fourth edition of this most interesting and valuable 
pamphlet is about to be issued by the London Anarchist Communist 
Groups, the previous three editions being eutirely sold out. It will be 
ready on Nov. 7th. Copies 4d. each. Orders to be addressed—“ Chicago 
Martyrs," Autonoinie Club, G, Windmill Street. Tottenham Court Road, 
London, W. Every man or woman who cares about the labor move­
ment should send for a copy.
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