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A

PUBLIC MEETING

WILL BE HELD ON

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11th, 189].
AT 8 P.M., AT THE
SOUTH PLACF INSTITUTE, South Place. Moorgate, E.C.,

To commemorate the imprisonment and murder of the

CHICAGO ANARCHISTS,

Speakers : ALFRED Marsu, S. MerriNo, Tovzeav Parris, TRUSK,
PETER KROPOTKINE, MALATESTA, D. J. NI1corr, Lovise MicHEL.
JAs, TocHATTI, S. YANovsky, C. Moweray, W. Wess, CyrI
BELL,

Local evening Meetings will be held as follows :
Sat. Nov, 7, INTERNATIONAL WoRrkING MEN's CLus, 40, Berner St.. E.
Sunday, Nov. 8, AvroNoMmIie CLug, 6, Windmill Street. W.
Monday, Nov, 9, SCANDINAVIAN Crus, Rathbone Piace. Oxford St.. W.
Tues., Nov.10, ForwArDp Crue (Commonw’] (GGroup) Charles St., Hoxton

Open air Meetiugs will be held on Sunday, Nov. 8, at 11 a.m.,
Regent’s Park and Hyde Park ; 3 p.m., Victoria Park.

WHO THE CHICAGO ANARCHISTS
WERE.
FoLks often ask: “ Who were these Chicago Anarchists people talk
of ! They were hanged in Chicago in 1887 for being Anarchists, that
we know, but where did they come from? How came they to be
Anarchists ? What were their previous lives like1” Some of the
middle-class papers have actually asserted that whether it was just to
hang and 1mprison these men as Anarchists or not, it was at all events
a service to society to get rid of them, for they were dissolute ruffians.

To answer such questions and show the shamefulness of such calumnies,
we give below a brief account of the life of each of these men.

ALBERT R. PaARrsoxs.

Parsons was an American, born in Montgomery, Alabama, June 24,
1348, Years previously his father had settled there and established a
shoe and leather factory. His family were well-to-do people, descended
from one of the earliest English settlers in America, and one
of his brothers, General Parsons, is a man of some celebrity. Both
Albert Parsons’ parents died whilst he was quite a child and his eldest
brother became his guardian. At twelve vears old he was apprenticed
to a printer. A (year later the great war broke out between the
Northern and Southern States, and the boy of thirteen joined a local
volunteer company. Serving in various regiments, chiefly under
two of his brothers who were officers, he went right through the war,
figh ting for the defeated cause of the slave-holding South. After the
war he returned to school and type-setting. At twenty years of age
he fo unded a weekly newspaper, the Spectator, wherein he espoused the
cause of the newly freed slaves, and, as a republican, advocated their
political rights. This change in his views caused him to lose manv
friends and the paper failed. Then he became travelling correspondent
for the Houston Daily Telegraph. In 1871 he married the daughter
of an Indian chief and shortly after settled in Chicago, where he lived
till the day of his arrest, working for his living in newspaper offices,
sometimes as compositor, sometimes as journalist. It was in 1874 that
he first became interested in working-class questions, his attention
being roused by the shameless misappropriation of the relief funds sub-
cribed to succour the sufferers from the great Chicago fire in 1871, and
the efforts made by the Chicago workers to expose the wrong. In 1875
Parsons joined the * Social Democratic Party of America,” which a
year atter was merged in the new * Workingmen'’s Party,” organised
after the Labor Congress of 1876, and violently denounced by the
capitalist press as a band of “ Communists and robbers.” The injustice
of this attack exasperated Parsons and induced him to study more
deeply, and attempt to explain to others the relation of poverty to
wealth. In 1876 he joined the Knights of Labor. Taking part in the
sreat raillway strike of 1877, Parsons was arrested and brutally treated
by the police. He lost his employment. For two years he could get
no, regular work and his family were often in need of the necessaries of
life.  During the strike he saw the people fired upon and clubbed by
the police over and over again, whilst the capitalist journals openly
advocated the use of clubs, pistols, bayonets, hand-gmna‘des and gatlin‘g
guns against all laborers who agitated for shorter hours and better pay.
The workers replied by military organisations, which sprung up all over
the country. Meanwhile the working men of Chicago mominated
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Parsons three times for Alderman, twice for County Clerk, and onee for
Congress. At the Alleghany National Convention he was nominated
as Labor Candidate for the Presidency of the United States, but de-
clined. In 1878 a law was passed in Illinois disarming working men,
and confirmed by the Supreme Court of the United States, and during
the elections of the two following years politicians began to practise
ballot-stuffing and other outrages upon the workmen’s party. Iissen-
sions as to methods rose high amongst the Socialists, and Parsons began
to realise the hopelessness of politics as a means of economic reform.
He and many others lost faith in the potency of the ballot and the pro-
tection of law ; they began to look on government as the agent of
capitalism. In 1880 Parsons left the political Labor Party and tur.ned
his attention to the reduction of hours of labor, the existing Eight
Hours law not being obeyed, even in government works! In 1881
Parsons was a delegate to the Labor Congress, where the Intematioqal
Working People’s Association was founded on Aparchist-Communist
principles. It was for belong}ng to this body t}mt Par.sons‘aqd the ot}xer
Chicago Anarchists were indicted for “ conspiracy ”” in 1886. In 1834
the I. W. P. A. started The Alarm. with Parsons as editor, and he
continued to fill the post till the suppression of the paper in May 1886.
When the Anarchists were arrested after the Haymarket meeting,
Parsons, who was out of town, voluntarily returned and gave himself
up to stand his trial with his comrades. He was hanged Nov. 11,
1 887. .

Parson’s autobiography has been published by his wife since his
death.

AUGUST SPIES,

August Spies was a German, born December 10, 1855, at Freidwald.
His father was a government official employed in the Woods and
Forests Department. August was educated for the Polytechnicum,
which college he eventually entered, choosing the science of forest
culture as his special branch of study. He was a remarkably intelligent
vouth and an eager reader of the classics of German literature. He
soon learnt to think for himself and became a religious sceptie.

When Spies was seventeen his father died and he deecided to go te
America, where he had wealthy relatives. At this time he was no
Socialist, but on the contrary, an admirer of Bismarck and the Emperor.
Arrived in Chicago, he followed the trade of an upholsterer. Here
what he saw of the life of the working classes and his observation of
the course of economic development, caused him to turn his attention
to Socialist literature, and in 1878 he entered into connection with the
Socialist Labor Party. In 1880 he fook over the management of the
Arbeiter Zeitung, a Socialist newspaper. His energy and ability saved
it from collapse, and he continued to edit it till the day of his arrest.
In 1880 Spies came forward as a Socialist candidate ; but a closer ac-
quaintance with parliamentary mancuvring convinced him before very
long that politics were a mere blind to the working men and he became
an Anarchist. During his imprisonment he wrote and published his
own biography, to counteract the false impression of Anarchism econ-
veyed by the unscrupulous misrepresentation of the personal character
and aims of the Anarchists by the capitalist press. He was hanged
Nov. 11, 1887.

GEORGE ENGEL.

George Engel was born April 15th, 1836, in the city of Cassel,
Germany. His father died while he was an infant, and his mother
when he was only twelve years old. He had known what hunger was
in his boyhood ; now that the battle of life had begun in earnest, he
soon learned what starvation meant also. After same cruel axperiences

he met with a kindly man, a painter in Frankfort. With him he stayed

until he had learned the trade. In 1873 he went to Philadelphia,
Here he soon learned something of labour troubles. He saw the militia

march through the streets after having “restored order™ among some

starving miners. At this time he was no Socialist, but an admirer of
the *free and glorious republic” of America. Soon, however, he saw
that the workers were oppressed and miserable, that people actually died
of starvation in America as in Germany. He was earning good
money and saving something for a rainy day. “The miny days came
soon enough. I fell sick, my earnings were soon gone.,”” He went to
Chicago, learned something of Socialism from a fellow-worker in a
factory, and studying it thoroughly, developed into an Anarchist. He
saw the ballot box actually stolen and * corrected ™ after a Chi

election, wherein the Social Democrats had a majority of votes, and the
courts refusing to quash the election thus secured ; he saw that politi-
cal corruption had crept intojthe Social Democratic party, and, disgus-



8o FREEDOM. November, 1891.

— . — -

- | ——

ted, he left them and joined the International \?of ing People
Association, becoming one of the most active worker§ in the canse. I‘Iv
was hanged New. 11, 1887. His Jlast words Were ‘ Hurrah for

5 ApoLPH FISCHER.

Iph Fische was born in the city of Bremen in Germany. Iis
was o ' wage-worker, and Fischer's education was only what
law allowed to the poor in the common schools. "When only fifteen
eft home for the United States. Here he joined his'brother who
had o printing office in Little Rock, Arkansas. Fischer learned the
trade of a printer, which he followed up to the time of his arrest. He
married in 1881,and in 1883 went to Chicago, where he found amploy-
ment as a compositor in the office of the Arbeiter Zewtung. He worked
hard for the cause of Socialism in which he had been interested from
his early youth. In fact his earnestness and determination were suc¢h
s to make him a marked man by the enemies of the people. In his
defence he boldly avowed Anarchist principles. e was hanged
Nov. 11, 18587

Louis LiNGa.

Louis Lingg was born in Mannheim, Germany, September 9th, 1864,
His father was employed as a lumberman, his mother did laundry-work.
Life was pleasant enough for young Lingg in his boyhood’s days, hut
when his father met with an accident at his work which ruined his
health, hunger and want were soon experienced in the family, despite
the strenuous efforts of the mother to keep the home going. The harsh
treatment his father received from his master created in Lingg's heart
a hatred of the present system which speedily turned his energies in
the direction of Revolutionary propaganda

Meanwhile, having served his apprenticeship as a carpenter, Lingg
left home for the the United States, in 1885. He went to Chicago,
jeined the union of his trade, and became one of the chief organisers
of the eight-honr movement. He had an ardent belief that the great
revolutionary struggle was close at hand, and that the people needed

to meet the open violence of their oppressors. He therefore
studied explosives, and made a supply of bombs to be ready in case of
need. These, being discovered, lent some colour to the accusations of
the prosecution, until it was shown by the medical evidence at the trial
that the explosive thrown at the Haymarket was an infernal machine,
causing cruel internal wounds, a missile of the kind nsed by troops, and
not a simple dynamite bomb such as those made by Lingg. His figure
stands somewhat apart from those of his fellow-prisoners, with
whom he was very slightly acquainted, or not acquainted at all, until
they met in the dock. They were propagandists, he a man of action.
He died in his cell shortly before the execution, the prison authorities
stated that he had blown himself up, the truth is unknown. A day or
two before his death his mother wrote to him, her only son: 1, too,
as you know, have worked hard to get bread for you, your sister and
myself, and—true as I am alive—I shall be as prond of youn after your
death as I have been during your life. Woman as I am, T would have
done the same had I been a man.”

SaMuer Frernpes.

 Samuel Fielden was an Englishman born on the 25th February,
1847, in the town of Todmorden, Lancashire. His father was a weaver
by trade, a man of fine physique and of more than ordinary intelli-
gence. Their house on Sunday was the meeting-place of an advanced
group of persons who discussed various social subjects. This fact,
Fielden says, first gave him his taste for the study of Sociology. In
his youth he weut through a phase of religious enthusiasm and peram-
bulated the towns of Lancashire as a Methodist preacher. In 1868 he
emigrated to the United States, where for some time he still continued
to preach. ~
He went to Chicago in 1869. Here he began to see that in the

economic conditions of the people “ there was something wrong,” But
how to remedy it he did not know, till one day, he says, “a person
said to me that Socialism meant equal opportunities.” From that time
he followed up the Socialist idea and soon became a most active speaker
and worker for the cause. 'With all this he worked hard for his living.
In his defence he says: “ You can hardly go through a street in this
city that I have not dropped my sweat upon.”

~ He made an eloquent speech at the trial, the last sentences of which
we quote: “To-day as the beautiful autumn sun kisses with balmy
breeze the cheek of every free man, I stand here never to bathe my
head in its rays again. I have loved my fellow-men as T have loved
myself. I have hated trickery, dishonesty and injustice. The nine-
teenth century commits the crime of killing lits best friends. Tt will
live to repent of it.” Fielden is now in prison under a life sentence. to
which the death penalty was in his case commuted. ’

MicHEL ScHWAB.

~ Michel Schwab was born in Kitzingen, Central Germany, on August
9, 1853. His father was a small tradesman. By the tixfm he wnss 13
he had lost both parents and the home was broken up. A year later
‘h.a beeémq a communicant, but at the end of a month his faith was so
shaken by the worldly habits of his priest that it never recovered. At
time Schiller and the other German classics fell into his hands and
d‘Lidispelled all the illusions of the Catholic faith. Being compelled
to learn a trade for his livelihood, he c_ho,e that of a bookbinder, He
m“a renticed in Wuerrburg, where he lived a solitary life surrounded
onlz y his books. In 1872 his apprenticeship having expired and he
having by direct contact with the Socialist Labor Party learnt some-

thing of its principles, Schwab became @ Socialist npd .tmvollml thmu'?:lu
Europe distributing literature, gaining his living by his trade. “In I879
he emigrated to the United States, and after visiting varionk cities he
sottled in Chicago, where he became reporter and assistant editor of the
Arbeiter Zeitung until his arvest.  He also. was gentenced to death, and
at the last moment reprigyd for life-long imprizonment.

OSCAR NEEBE.

Oscar N cobe was born in Philadelphia of German parents. At the time
of his arrest he wagnot a wage-worker like his comrades; but.awell-to-do
business man, an yeast-pedlar.  Nevertheless, his heart was }vlmlly with
the working people, and in their cause he exerted himself night and day
with untiring energy.  Although he knew nothing of the Haymarket
meeting, such activity was enough to bring upon him the hatred of the
capitalists who were managing the trial.  For his good work in the
cCause he was sentenced to fiftecn )'1':11‘.\" imprisnmncnt. His wife who
loved him very deeply, died of a broken heart while he was imprisoned
in (“hicago.

Lingg. ]"ivldon, .\‘chwah ;m.l Nt‘('l)t‘, likt' ”H'il' fc_nll' ('nml‘:u]v.-«, }mlt“‘\'
and clearly stated their anarchist principles in their speeches before the
Court.

Such in brief outline are the figures—characteristic in their simplicity
—of the first American martyrs in the Socialist and Anarchist cause.

They do mot belong to onc class. The workman, the writer, the
handicraftsman, rnined by the development of produnetion on a large scale,
the ex-soldier, whose youth was sacrificed to the ideas of patriotism and
alory, the ex-preacher, all these waifs of European society, flung pell-
mell by the tempest of civilisation upon the soil of the North American
Republie, found one another out, understood cne another, united with
the native born American citizen in one common thought, the thought
of emancipation.

It is interesting to study in the biographies of these simple, ordinary
men the processes which led them to Socialism, the apparently trivial
facts which struck them, and out of mere every-day visitors to the
New World made them declared enemies of middle-class society.

For one it was the sight of disinterested men working to spread the
ideas of Socialism. For another, the sight of a regiment marching
away from the bloody suppression of a miners’ strike. Or it was a
word, an exclamation falling from a neighbour’s lips, or some other
seemingly insignificant circomstance. The word or the Impression
evidently grafted itself upon a stock of preceding experiences ; experi-
ences more or less unconseiously received,and bearing chiefly upon
the economic situation of the wage-slave. The economic question re-
mains the basis; but moral feeling is the lever. It isthe key to the
solution of the social question.

Aund the minds of these workmen yosterday indifferent, of these be-
lievers in the inevitability of capitalism and the glory of the greatest
of Republies, were suddenly pierced by a gleam of light, by a ray of
sunshine from a far-off world, dimly seen amid the thick smoke of
battle. Thus, may it be said, thus do men hecome Socialists.

No less interesting is the passage of these straightforward, sincere
minds to Anarchism.

In 1878 our comrades were still amongst the most active members of
the Socialist Labor Party. The number of votes which they were able
to collect for the legislative elections of the following year, changed the
character and direction of this Party. But professional politicians crept
into the Socialist ranks. . And ambition, corruption, and discord crept
in too. Our comrades have deseribed at length in their biographies the
struggles and rivalries which sprung np within the Party and led to its
dissolution.

Nevertheless the workers retained a certain amount of confidence in
the clections ; until Judge Gary, when refusing to condemn two indi-
viduals found guilty of electioneering frauds, declared that all means
were justifiable to take votes from the “ Communists.” ¢ Then it was,”
writes Parsons, “that I perceived the folly of wishing to gain from
politics and politicians the reform of society.”

Many workmen, he tells us, began to lose confidence in the
elections and the laws. Some amongst them said that political liberty
without economic liberty is a hollow phrase.  Others added that poverty
cannot struggle against wealth at elections ; for the master in the work-
shop is master everywhere besides, and he can influence the votes of
his workmen.

A discussion began upon the subject ; and the convietion was ac-
quired that the State, the Government and the laws, are but the instru-
ments of capitalists and of their interests . . . and that all the forms
of government (monarchies, republics, and what not) are only a con-
gpiracy organised by the possessing classes to despoil the workers and
keep them in slavery. . . . In politics money can do everything ; it
riles the electorate even as it does the factory. . ., .

The State, the Government and the law centralise the power which
certain individuals have of ruling and exploiting other individuals, and
all law and government is, in the last resort, but an organisation of
foree, a nsurpation of the natural rights of man.

This current of ideas created Anarchism. Our comrades’ refusal to
submit to parliamentary trickery and lies, their attitude of straight-
forward opposition, the sense of the middle-class that they were helpless
i face of such an attitude and their fear of the consequences—this it
was which cost our comrades their lives ; not the relatively unimpoitant
event at the Haymarket meeting,

~ The present situdtion in this country resembles in many points that
in the United States in 1886, The Socialist and labor movement is
evidently inclining towards politics ; the tide is setting, as it did before
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