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aEQUAL FREEDOM.
“ Anarchism is equal freedom ” moat truly writes the Newcastle cor­
respondent, whose essay on “Anarchism and Trades Unionism” we 
print in another column. But can we ever reach equal freedom, as 
he seems to imply, by a system of limitations, by preaching “ Hands 
off?”

We are social animals living in society ; can we ever attain the fullest 
possible scope for our thoughts, feelings, and actions by drawing, as it 
were, a little circle of exactly the same size round each and saying : 
“ Inside this line you have absolute license ; it is only by putting your 
foot over the line and trespassing inside your neighbour’s boundary 
that you will do wrong?” If everybody could be persuaded to adopt 
this attitude, should we secure the greatest amount of freedom 
possible? Nay, should we secure even equality ? mH

If tliis conception of the position of individuals in society corres­
ponded to fact, its necessary consequence would be tliat the more the 
population grew, the less liberty could there be for individuals. The more 
folks on the ground, the narrower the circle of limitation round each. 
We have frequently heard Social Democrats arguing in favour of 
government on this ground, and, apparently, our Newcastle correspond­
ent accepts it, as he argues that two have necessarily less liberty than 
one. A wretched prospect ' For as human nature evolves, it demands 
more and more space for development, and never have men been so 
impatient of restraint as to-day. £

But before we lament this narrowing of life as inevitable, let us look 
at the facts of experience. A little reflection will show us that as indi­
viduality develops and demands a wider scope for individual initiative 
in all directions, the evolution of social life continually opens up fresh 
possibilities of individual self-realisation, continually makes more and 
more room for the individual to be himself.

We have not too much liberty to-day, but what would the man of 
to-day feel if he were not allowed to speak as he likes about his ideas, 
nay to think as he likes, if his fellow-m^n should find out about his 
thoughts ? Yet it is not so many centuries sinie the individual was 
forced, on pain of death, to speak and think along a given line; since 
men and women were burnt in London streets for their opinions. Still 
more, what would the man of to-day feel if he found liimself in a 
savage horde, where almost every action of his life was regulated by a 
tyrannous code of custom, and the smallest breach of tribal etiquette 
might cost him his life or expulsion from the little community in 
which alone he could find safety ? Insupportable slavery we should 
say. But in the earliest stages of social life each little group of human 
beings found itself in face of the ill-understood and unsubdued forces 
of external nature like an outnumbered army in face of the foe. The 
only safety lay in cohesion, and dread made men cruel in their suppres­
sion of individual initiative. It was only as the development of co-opera­
tion, brought a sense of power and security, that the terms of associa­
tion became more and more voluntary, allowing larger and larger scope 
for individuality.

Larger scope, not only in the absence of arbitrary restraint, but in 
the increase of opportunity. The primitive man, as compared with the 
man of to-day, is like a spider with only one thread to ruu on, as com­
pared to a spider, who across the same space has a great web of number­
less threads, and can go in any direction he pleases. For every fresh 
line opened up by human activity makes fresh opportunities for new 
developments. The more people the greater variety of companionship, of 
occupation, of interest; the larger the jiossibilities of human life for each.

It is only by co-operation that social animals attain to freedom, and 
the more intelligent and thorough-going the co-operation, the fuller 
the freedom. Freedom to the gregarious animal does not mean being 
placed in an empty void, it does not mean absence of contact ; that 
would wholly cut off its possibilities of living out its life. And freedom 
means living out one’s life to the fullest extent of the possibilities of 
one’s nature. It means opportunity for self-development. The greater 
the opportunity, the completer the freedom. * ■

It is plain, then, that to create and develop freedom, we human 
beings must actively co-operate, not passively leave each other alone. 
And this becomes only the more apparent when we consider the utter 
failure of tho “ Hands off ” policy in securing equality iu such freedom 
as has been gained.

The early Radicals (see, for instance, Mill’s fine essay on “ Liberty ”) 
believed iu drawing the little circles we were talking about. There are 

actions, they said, that directly concern only the individual—“ self-re- 
"ardin" ” actions—wherein justice to his fellows only demands that he 
shall allow even' man the same license as himself. If he does so, the 
equal liberty of all is secured. The Radicals thought, however, that 
governments would be always needful to keep each man within his 
circle, and also to regulate those actions which directly concern public 
interests. Our Newcastle comrade doesnot see this necessity,but herein 
seems to U3 to lie the only difference between his moral and political 
theory and theirs.

Now, in our opinion, he could hardly have chosen more instructive 
examples of the inadequacy of this position than two of those he has 
taken to illustrate it.

The Luddites, he thinks, were morally wrong in forcibly protesting 
against the action of the initiators of industrial machinery, because 
every man is free to invent, and they might have gone and invented too 
—if they could.

In like manner the trades unionists are wrong 'to protest against 
blacklegs, because every man is free to work, and the unionists might 
go and work on starvation wages too—if they chose.

Now, we have had about a century in which to observe the outcome 
of the action of those men who introduced industrial machinery, and I 
suppose there is not a thoughtful man in the country who will not admit 
that it has been most disastrous. There is no one who will not admit
that the immense increase of man’s power over nature has been accom­
panied by a terrific and a necdlets crop of human misery. In other 
words, the exercise of what our correspondent calls the “equal freedom” of 
the introducers of the new methods of working has brought about the slav­
ery of the workers. It has been one main cause of the conversion of self- 
employed workmen into wage-slaves and of all the resulting social evils.

And this happened because these men (the inventors and the capital­
ists who ran their inventions) ignoring the enormous debt they owed 
to their fellow workers past and present, without whose labours they 
could neither have made their inventions nor utilised them, said to 
themselves : “ These improvements are ours ; we have made them, we 
have a right to monopolise them, to make all we can for ourselves out 
of them, and no one else has a right to say a word. What if the new 
methods which we thus keep in our own hands cut the ground from 
under our fellow workers’ feet; are we our brothers’ keepers ? Let 
them find new methods better than ours, or become our slaves : that is 
their look-out.”

But the results are likely to be the look out of all society, to press 
like a burden of lead upon the shoulders of the descendants of these 
men, who enslaved their fellows by their actions as surely as if they 
had put fetters on their limbs by armed force.

Who, think you. were really standing for the equal freedom of all 
individuals—the men who introduced the monopoly of machinery, or 
the Luddites who rose and protested : “ You are unsocial. You are 
setting at naught the co-operative relation between human beings, and 
taking advantage of our necessities to climb on our shoulders t ”

Or, take the blackleg. He is a man who not only asserts his equal 
freedom with all other men to work, but, stifling his social sense of

the

solidarity with his fellows, chooses to go and work at such a time and 
place as will prevent them from being able to arrange decent conditions 
of work for themselves. Nay, more, he is a man who, under pretence 
of asserting his undoubted claim as a human being to work, deliberately 
ranges himself on the side of the very men who, mure than any others, 
prevent their fellows from being able to work as they choose—L <s, the 
monopolists of capital—and against the men who, however, short-sight­
edly, are struggling for the equal freedom of labour.

Who, think you. is standing for the equal freedom of all men 
trade unionist on strike, or the blackleg?

Assuredly, every one is free to invent; assuredly, every one is free to 
work ; assuredly, every one is free to join a trades union, or not to 
join it. But if any man invents, or works, or associates, or does not asso­
ciate himself with others in such a manner as callously or deliberatelv 
to take his fellow men’s opportunities from them and leave social feel' 
ing out of his conduct, most assuredly he does not know what personal 
freedom means. And those he injures, be they one or many, are in the 
right to tell him so. For there is no such thing as “ self-regarding 
action.” Not only every act. but every word, every thought, even­
feeling of each man tells upon the lives of all around him. And it is 
only by mutually agreeiug to aid one another in every possible wav to 
expand our lives that equality in freedom—or any freedom worth*the 
name—can be secured to each and to all.



December, 1891.FREEDOM.

They talk of an eight 
I>et ns see to it that less than eight hours shall buy food

capitalism must perish, his gold must be
It is from a feeling of humanity that 

1 crush the monster — or 
, we 

Like our mar-

THE CHICAGO ANNIVERSARY.
The fourth anniversary of the martyrdom of the Chicago Anarchists 
has been celebrated in Great Britain bv a series of meetings in London 
and the provinces.

London Meetings.
These were this year, as last, entirely organised by the Anarchist 

Groups, the platforms occupied by Anarchist speakers, and chairmen 
and formal resolutions dispensed with. The vile weather gTeatlv inter­
fered with the open air meetings on Sunday, Nov. 8 ; but all five 
indoor gatherings were well attended and successful. The meeting at

South Place Institute
on Nov. 11th was crowded and most enthusiastic. The platform was 
draped with red, the “Freedom” and Ley tonstone group flags hanging 
on either side and our new banner, whereon Comrade Schutz has so 
artistically painted “ Anarchist Communism ”, occupying the centre. 
The meeting was opened by the reading ot the letters and telegrams 
given below. Then the speeches began.

W. Wess: It is remarkable how these meetings become more and 
more thoroughly Anarchist every year. At first those assembled were 
mostly moved by a feeling of generous sympathy with the murdered 
men; now throughout the world large audiences meet with a sense of 
conviction to uphold and spread the ideas for which those men died. 
And right through the history of the Labor movement no events are 
more suited to propagate Anarchist-Communism than those of the 11th 
November, 1887. During their whole lives our Chicago comrades acted 
likp men worthy of the ideal of Anarchism. They began, as most of 
us have done, as Social Democrats, thinking the people might hope 
some amelioration of their lot from elected representatives. But before 
long, thought, insight, and bitter experience showed them the utter il­
lusion of such notions and that the people must trust only their own 
united might to achieve their own salvation. So our comrades crystal- 
ised their Socialism and became thorough Anarchists ; for Anarchism is 
but a crystalisation of Socialism from which every vestige of dishonesty, 
of politics, of domination and of wire-pulling is squeezed out. And as 
true Anarchists they have shown us that to realise our ideal we must 
work on and on, persistently, regardless of obstacles. Our comrades 
had the confidence of the Chicago workers; not obtained by high-flown 
promises of useless palliatives to be gained by putting Socialists in 
office. None of the Chicago Anarchists were presidents, officers or 
committee-men even of labor societies. They fought like loyal soldiers 
in the ranks in the great labor battle, and it was their unflinching, un­
compromising attitude, their earnestness, activity, devotion, that so 
recommended their ideas to their fellow-workers. They have shown us 
that the most effective means of advancing Anarchism is to prove by 
deeds our sincerity to its cause, and when the opportunity comes to seal 
our deeds by giving our lives as heartily as they did.

S. Me r lino : On the 11th November, 1837, when the news of the 
execution came from Chicago, it was felt that an important event had 
taken place. Many people who didn’t care about Anarchy, at once 
realised that a cause for which these men had given and others were 
prepared to give their lives must win. The life of Engel (of which the 
speaker gave a short outline) is representative of the life of thousands 
and thousands of workmen. He became firstly‘a Socialist, then an 
Anarchist, always recaining the same straightforward, sincere man, 
who wished the emancipation of the working classes, and nothing for 
himself. There is a tendency to accuse the police and capitalistic class 
of throwing the Haymarket bomb. But they are so overburdened with 
every-day murders, that five or eight more or less don’t condemn or 
save them. There is no need of legal quibbles: if our comrades had 
thrown not one hut 200 bombs, and had been killed in the battle, we 
should honour them as we honour the people who fought in the Paris 
Commune. The feeling of indignation and. revenge, which the sight of 
wrong awakens in sensitive men, is a social progressive force, and must 
he made use of. When a man is prepared to give his life for the cause, 
he should be left to choose his own opportunity, especially as we do not 
know what may come out even of a small beginning.

Touzeac Parris : We have met to-night to commemorate not the 
dead but the living. Our comrades live in the principles for which 
they died and for these principles it is ours to live, by speaking them 
and by acting them. They lit the torch of enthusiasm, we pass it on. 
Their work was short, ours may be longer. Those who put them down 
lived for property, we live for men. Is it not a task greater than that 
of ruler, poet, or artist, to lift the downtrodden, the deformed, the 
poor into a higher plane, and to bring happiness to them also. There 
is a parable which tells how the sick waited beside the pool till the 
angel should come and trouble the waters. Our dead martyrs have 
troubled the commercial pool. Their life and death have proclaimed to 
us anew that the real secret of religion is to tie men not to God, but to 
men. There is part iu this work for all; all can help to bring love and 
fellowship and happiness into the lives of men.
hours day. ' 7
and leisure and time for thought. We have had enough of govern­
ment. The task of the thoughtful is not to govern but to teach. We 
will have not the spirit of lordship but of humanity. Is it a small 
thing to live for such a cause ? It is not too much to die for it. Read, 
think, live out the best thoughts and the victory shall be yours.

P. Kbopotkine.: The longer we live, the nearer we approach that 
supreme moment—the Social Revolution—when civilised mankind will 
have to make a new departure in civilisation, and the more we see how 
right were our brothers when they gave their lives for the grand ideas 
of Anarchy. Socialists who have adopted a different policy are continu­

ally driven bv the force of circumstances to become the tools of the 
ruling classes in keeping things as they are. The International Work­
ing Men’s Association was formed for1 the economic struggle against 
capitalism, but at the Hague Congress, in 1872, the very Socialists who 
had helped to form it proclaimed that it must consist of national parties, 
for political struggles, instead of one international party for the direct 
economic struggle. That was the death of the old International. Again 
a great international economic movement has begun amongst the workei-s 
with the general strike for its aim. Again this year, at the Marxist 
Congress at Brussels, political socialist leaders have put their foot on the 
direct struggle against capitalism, and have done their utmost to turn 
the International labor party into a number of mercenary political 
factions, readv to sell themselves to Conservatives or Liberals, or to the 
German Emperor, for the promise of some petty i-eforrn. A war, not 
for bread, but for seats. Instead of the great principle of international 
solidarity, the German Social Democrats are preaching war against the 
starving millions of Russia. Where is the Socialism in all this I 
Thrown to the winds. Were not our Chicago Comrades right in despis­
ing politics, and saying tho struggle against robbery must be carried on 
in the workshop and the street, by deeds not words ? Were they not 
right in their conviction that Anarchy is the only possible revolutionary 
program ? That a revolutionary idea may gl ow, the revolutionists must 
be free in thought and word, not hampered by the necessity of pleas­
ing leaders, or politicians, or they will form their ideal on the past with 
some slight reforms, retaining past institutions, like representative 
government, wage-system, etc. ? That revolutionary action may grow, 
there must be no discipline to hinder initiative ; but no party can be the 
party of the future whose members—while each acting upon his own 
responsibility—do not bear always in mind the interests of all. Mistakes 
may and will be made, but such mistakes are a thousand times prefer­
able to the timidity of time serving, disciplined parties seeking power. 
Exaggerations will be toned down by time and experience, but the habit 
of thinking and acting, each for himself but always combining consider­
ation of the interests of all with his thought and action, will remain. It 
Is this which has been the soul of past revolutions. It is this which will 
make that great Social Revolution to which we look forward for the 
satisfaction of the deepest cravings of human hearts.

A. Henry : We are here to-night to commemorate the murder of 
the Chicago martyrs and to propagate the cause for which they suffered 
death. They were murdered for what the world calls a “ crime.” 
From the Anarchist point of view a crime is either some wrong done 
by one who is naturally too weak to withstand the evil influences by 
which he is surrounded, and then he is more sinned against than sin­
ning; or it is rebellion against the state of things which now exists, 
against injustice, tyranny and oppression. This rebellion is right and 
the Chicago martyrs were such rebels. So long as there have been 
wealth and luxury on the one hand and poverty and misery on the 
other, there have been rebels. When a man rebels for a common cause, 
for and until his fellows, and with a sure hope and faith in the possi­
bility of a better state of life, the rebellion in the end is sure to conquer. 
It is manly to rebel, and slavish to submit, but we shall never get the 
masses to rebel until we have shown them what it is they have to fight 
against. There can be no equality or brotherhood until private property, 
the root of all material inequality, and government have been abolished. 
What does government do for us ? Does it help to till the land ? or 
procure us food or clothing? or social enjoyment? or any good thing ? 
No. It simply taxes us to provide the propertied classes with police­
men and soldiers to protect that property of which they have robbed 
the workers. Policemen are men like ourselves, merely the slaves of 
the system based on private property. Why not make Anarchists of 
them ? and of the soldiers too ? I honour the man who becomes a 
soldier simply that he may spread Anarchism.

D. J. Nicoll: The Chicago men were murdered fortheir honesty 
and Anarchism, for disregarding political shams, and telling the people to 
boldly help themselves by taking possession of the means of production. 
Politics and political leaders only diddle and betray the workers. [Here 
some Social Democrats objected to the instances of the like given by 
the speaker.] Our Chicago comrades did their best to spread the spirit 
of revolt. If they had thrown the bomb, they would not have 
been to blame, nor would anyone who had thrown one at the police in 
Trafalgar Square.

Louise Michel (translation from the French): The dead who cry to 
us to-day are the unknown masses dead from misery, from starvation 
of mind and body. It is they whose cry stings us to revolt. The little 
hand of martyrs who died in Chicago died gloriously for a grand cause 
The grim monster of capitalism must perish, his gold must he 
flung to the wretched.
I tell you that the time is come to crush the monster 
the monster will kill mankind. We have talked too much 
have lulled ourselves with our own words ; we must act. 1 7”
tyrs, like the Russians who have fallen in the struggle against the Tzar, 
like Bernsdorf who fell beneath the axe, like those of Chicago, whose 
blood has spread throughout the world and will raise up hosts to fight 
the battle of humanity. °
act. 7
every one take on himself the responsibility of his actions, 
there is work.

S. Yanovbky (translation from Yiddish) ; The Chicago Anarchists 
were Internationalists, hence we may well speak of them in the Inter­
national Yiddish tongue, which may be considered indeed cosmopolitan 
since the Tzar has driven forth the Jews who speak it to wander 
through the world. We celebrate to night not only the death of bur 
comrades but the birth of Anarchy ; since they died Anarchy is buinD

axe, like those of Chicago, whoso

. , Anarchy is humanity. Let each one of us 
In the Great Day women will have as much to do as men. Let 

For all
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recognised everywhere. They were murdered not as criminals, but 
simply as Anarchists ; and their murderers hoped to kill Anarchism, 
but the workers are learning more and more to whistle at all laws and 
follow the teachings of their martyrs who knew neither law nor govern­
ment. It was our comrades’ experience of the misery ot the people 
which made them Anarchists, and whilst that misery lasts their ideas will 
live and prosper. An instance of the barbarity bred by commercialism : 
A poor servant girl, weary of her life, flung herself to a bear, and then, 
horrified at what she had done, struggled to escape. The owner, stand­
ing by with a gun, let her be torn to pieces, because, as he explained at 
the inquest, he did not care to kill an animal worth more than the girl’s 
life ! As Anarchists our comrades strove for equal freedom, and not to 
enslave one class for the sake of another, like the Social Democrats. If 
any one comes to you preaching moderation, point to the gallows of 
Chicago. It is for us to spread the ideas for which our comrades died ; 
and before long wo shall be meeting, not here, but in great masses in 
the streets, to strike the final blow for the liberation of humanity. But 
beware of new rulers.

C. W. Mowbrat : We have heard much of brotherhood here to­
night, but hate and vengeance are os necessary. The soldier is taught 
to hate the enemies of his country ; let us teach our children to Irate 
the rich and the rulers. It is not the rank and file of the Social Demo­
crats whom we attack, but the leaders in high hats. That these may 
not betray the movement we must teach the jieople not to let their own 
work be done by others. Those who leave the work to a few propa­
gandists have not learnt the lesson taught by the death of our heroic 
comrades.

Cyril Bell (Autonomie French Group): If a man is well off, an 
aristocrat of labour, a bourgeois, or a brain worker, he can afford to say, 
“ Right, and justice will prevail.” But some of us have wives and 
little ones crying to us for house, clothes, and bread ; some of us do 
not know what regular work is. We have stomachs, and when empty 
they tell us to think. We think, and we find that, on the whole, right 
and justice are nothing without might on their side. All in this hall 
believe that Anarchy is right, but yet it does not prevail, for capitalism 
has might on its side at present. We of the hungry’ lot do not look 
forward to a revolt in the future, but a revolt to-day—a revolt from the 
moment we become Anarchists. We know that all men can revolt by 
refusing rent to robber landlords, by refusing jKiyment to robber shop­
keepers whose goods we take when we want them, by refusing to be 
married before the law, and by many other means. Revolt begets imi- 
tatoTS. In towns like Edinburgh Anarchist speeches are mild and 
philosophic, and few are Anarchists; but in places like Sheffield, Aber­
deen, and Hull, where men set a good example and speak in an inflam­
matory style, the people listen more readily. The man who threw the 
bomb at Chicago should be celebrated rather than those who did not ; 
that bomb echoes round the world. Many of us are hypocrites, de­
nouncing law and property, and yet having property or not taking what 
we need. Why not celebrate Pini or Duval 1 This very day, 11th Nov., 
1891, there is a far more terrible murder, which we never think of 
enough, and which we encourage by’ not individually revolting against 
it. This murder is caused bv fever slums, bv overwork, by want of 
food, by the general misery of the workers who live to 29 years instead 
of 70. Some men have an idea that the revolution will be an affair of 
a day, but we Nihilist Anarchists think the revolution is in each indi­
vidual, and that it is an affair of years. I)o not hope for a future 
rising, but live to-day up to the motto, “ If you want liberty, act as if 
you had it.”

J. Tociiatti : I protest against wild and reckless talk about dyna­
mite and pillage. Self-defence is justifiable, but not the needless use of 
violence. Let us have the fierce love of liberty’ our Chicago comrades 
had, and explain our noble principles in the clear and telling way they 
did, so that in the event of a crisis we can strike with confidence.

Altera few words from Comrades Leggatt and Froehlich, the meet­
ing ended with some hearty’ cheers for Anarchy.

Letters and Telegrams received at the Meeting:
Comrade Marsh, being prevented by illness from speaking at South Place, 

wrote as follows :—“ We do uot meet here only to commemorate an act of 
capitalistic barbarity, however much our indignation may be aroused by the re­
membrance of that unspeakable crime of 1887. If our only aim was to denounce 
the crimes of the present system, we should meet here every day of our live, a 
The truth is the present system is past denouncing ; no honest man feels satis­
fied with the state of things around him. We find people are turning in all 
directions to find some loophole of escape from the tortures of our present life. 
There is no peace to-day for those who care anything for humanity. Let us, 
then, without fear, examine the causes of the misery which surrounds us, aud 
decide for ourselves what is best to be done. We ask you, therefore, who are 
not Anarchists to watch in your everyday lives the evil workings of Govern­
ment ; to watch how its stupid laws stirfe human development, driving it into 
crime ; to watch how it helps the strong and crushes the weak ; to note how 
those who ure “ wrapped in a little brief authority ” not only make the angels 
weep, but make poor huinnuity bleed. Then you will ace that freedom—a life 
without government and law—must be our aim, because man lives best where he 
is freest. ”

The English-speaking group of Anarchists in Paris wrote ;—“ Fraternal greet­
ings to our comrades on the other side of the Channel, who, like us, will cele­
brate the event which took place four years ago on the other side ofthc Atlantic. 
The meeting of the English-sneaking group here will not, of course, be very large, 
but they will console themselves with the knowledge that so many larger ones 
are being held elsewhere, and that the memory aud the effect of the event they 
celebrate arc growing stronger every year. Their meeting will not be the only 
meeting held in France. The ideas, for preaching which the men of Chicago 
were martyred, aro being rapidly spread and eagerly accepted, not only in Paris 
but all over France. Ere long they hope the workers all the world over will 
burst and throw aside their chains. Vive la Revolution Soeiale 1 Vive l’Anar- 
chie I”—Paris, Nov. 10.

“ Hail to the pioneers ot liberty. They lead the way, the world will follow. ” 
—M nchester Anarchist Groups.

“ Walsall Anarchists join in remembering murdered Chicago comrades, and 
look hopefully for speedy success of social revolution and triumph of Anarchy.”

“ Sheffield comrades join in celebrating the despicable murder of our comrade* 
in Chicago. The rope that strangled them is now strangling their murd*T*Ts. 
Hurrah for Anarchy ! ”

“ A greeting from Newcastle. The voice of freedom strangled in Chicago will 
yet thunder through the world. Vive l’Anarchie ! ”

“ Hurrah for Anarchy ; down with tyranny ! Greetings from Anarchists of 
HulL”

“ Dublin comrades join with you in commemorating the legal murder of our 
Chicago martyrs. Vive la Revolution Sociale ! ”

Collection, £3 2s. 4Jd- Expenses, £5 10s. 10<L Received towards deficit: 
Club Autonmie, £1 ; Group Vorwcerts, £1.

Local Meetings
were held at the International Working Men’s Clnb, Berner Street, Nov. 7th ; 
Autonomie Club, Nov. 8th ; Scandinavian, Nov. 9th ; Forward Club, Horton, 
Nov. 10th, where good meetings were addressed by Comrades Wess, Barias, 
Henry, Weinberg, Ruttenberg, Yanovsky, Nicoll, Trunk, Gunderson, Mowbray, 
Bell, Ac., Ac. - —---- ------------ “

PZovInCTal MirrBM.
R'h nburgh.—Nov. 11th, Scotish Socialist Federation. James Connelly opened 

the proceedings with a sketch of the events that led up to the Chicago tragedy. 
He concluded with a truly eloquent appeal to those present to put their heart 
and soul into the great work that lay to their hands, and by their efforts for the 
cause raise the grandest possible monument to those who had given up their 
lives for it. Comrades John Smith, Glasse, Gilrav, Melliet, Campbell, Leslie, 
and Hamilton also spoke. ‘‘Annie Laurie,” “The Carmagnole,” Pierre 
Dupont’s “ Song of the Workers,” and other Rovolutionary songs were sung. 
A Russian comrade rendered “The Marsellaise.”

Dublin.—Owing to the inclemency of the weather, the Chicago Auniversay was 
not so successful as in previous years. Nordbohni, O’Gorman, T. Fitzpatrick, 
and N. H. Fitzpatrick delivered addresses.

Bristol.—Two meetings have been held in commemoration of th* death of the 
Chicago Anarchists, On Monday 9th Not., a large and enthusiastic meeting 
was held in the Shepherd’s Hall, when Comrades Maur King, D. Irving, J. 
Wood (S.D,F.), and E. J. Watson delivered addresses. On Monday Nov. 16 th, 
another large meeting was held in the Maudlin StTeet Schools. The room was 
packed to overflowing. Speeches were delivered and revolutionary songs given, Wat­
son’s commemoration chant, “The Martyrs,” being snug by the entire company.

Aberdeen.—The murder of the Chicago Anarchists was commemorated Nov. Sth 
by a spleudidlv large meeting in the Large Oddfoflows Hall, whereat Comrades 
McFarlane, Ocldie, Duncan, and Shepherd spoke. Comrades Fraser and Duman 
sang appropriate songs, and others recited.

Great Yarmouth.—Tuesday Nov. 10th, a large meeting was held in the Market 
Place, at 7 p.m., addressed bv Comrades Creagne, Poyntz, Emery, and Headley. 
The meeting continued until 8, when we adjourned to the Gladstone Hall, where we 
had a most successful meeting, although the audience was not so large as we 
expected. Speeches were made by Emery of Norwich, Poyntz of Norwich, and 
Creaghe of Sheffield, who, in a splendid address, denounced the capitalist tyran- 
ny of the so-called Free Republic of America. (Rest of report held over.)

Hull.—On Sunday, Nov. Sth, we had the most su cessful meeting ever held bv 
our party in HulL More than 1800 workers had assembled in the Alhambra 
Pala> e, which is one of the largest halls in Hull, to listen to speeches delivered 
in vindication of the principles of Anarchism, for which, as was pointed oat, 
our Comrades of Chicago were murdered. Comrade Charles Reynolos opened the 
meeting with a lengthy and impressive speech,then ComradeGustave South moved 
the following rcsolutisn: “ That this meeting of Hull workers expresses its 
entire sympathy with the relatives and friends of the Chicago Anarchists—George 
Engel. Adolph Fischer, Albert R. Parsons August Spies, and Louis Lingg—who. 
while working in connection with the eight hoars’ movement of 1SS6, were seized 
and brutally killed by the Democratic Govornment of America, on November th*- 
11th, 1887, protests also against the continued imprisonment of three others— 
Samuel Fielden, Michael Schwab, and Oscar Neebe. And, while b--lieving in the 
innocence of those men, so cruelly murdered in cold blood, and imprisoned for 
daring to take the side of the workers against their enemies the capitalists ap­
plauds all resistance, whether individually or collectively, to physical force 
attack on the peoples’ liberties. This meeting farther pledges itself "to vindicat- 
the memory of those martyrs of labor by studying those principles and tea 'hings 
for the propagation of which they were killed aud imprisoned." This meeting Is 
also of opinion that the poverty and enslavement of the working classes is the 
consequence of the present unjust system of society, whereby anidle landlord und 
capitalist class enriches itself at labor’s expense. ’ This meeting also takes the 
opportunity of commemorating the four m*n—Linnel, Camel, Curwen. and Har­
rison—mortally wounded by the police in Trafalgar-square on November the 13th 
18S7, while asserting there the right of the people to hold meetings in London’s 
great £[»en air town-hall ”—which was earned unanimouslv.

A comrade from the Leytonstone group sends us some remarks upon Anarchv, 
from which we quote the following :—

“ Anarchists are generally accused of being illorical fanatics, inconsistent and 
individualistic. Anarchists are more or less individualistic. ”

Are all men's minds the same 1
No ! Man has control over his own mind, over his own thoughts, not over 

the miuds or thoughts of others. The mind is the foundation of the man ; all 
actions take place through the mind: no man can tell what another intends 
doing, he only knows what he himself intends doing. Man’s most essential 
thing is his individuality.

Anarchism, we are told by persous who know nothing al»out it. has no foun­
dation, it emphasises the individual too much. What foundation is rv.jaired for 
building a house ! The earth. What foundation is required for the building of 
society ’ The nnswer is the individual

.knarcliists are only called illogical because they say it is impossible for 
political parties to solve the economic condition of the people. It is a well- 
Kuown fact that for hundreds of years meu have formed parties, and they have 
said that parties must exist in order to solve th< social problem. Political 
parties in some cases have been persecuted, iu others have flourished ; but in all 
cases they have failed to do any good. Look at the large number of parties in 
existence uow ; what are they all doing ! Fighting and abusing one another in­
stead of working for the better and higher social condition of man as a social 
animal, hence Anarchists need uot be afraid that they cannot prove their case. 
Facts have proved it for them, the very state of society to-day snows that Anar­
chists are logical in their contentions. ’
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