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HUNGER! BREAD! WORK!
These are the words which were shouted out in Berlin a few days ago 
by the crowd of starving unemployed men who, following the example 
of a similar gathering of starving men and women in Paris a little more 
than a century before, went to pay a visit to their emperor, the young 
man of 33, who claims God as his ally and does not hesitate to tell the 
world that he himself is the first and greatest man in Germany. The 
will of the king is the highest law. That is the first and last of his 
commandments. He has written it in Latin in the visitors’ book at 
Leipsic, and he has enunciated it in good German in a variety of para­
phrases all over Germany; at banquets, at reviews and wherever he has 
had the opportunity to do a little speechifying. “ I am the Boss, and 
those who do not obey me shall suffer.” That is the sum total of the 
modern Solomon’s wisdom. He has the courage of his convictions and 
certainly we revolutionists have to thank him for that. He is not 
afraid to say what he thinks. And the ordinary hypocritical supporter 
of law and order holds up his hands in horor at such “ eccentricity.” 
But “ whom the gods wish to destroy they first make mad.” Whether 
William is to be destroyed or not remains to be seen. Certainly ac­
cording to the nineteenth century criterion of a constitutional monarch 
he is a little “dotty.” Perhaps this demonstration may do something 
towards rousing him. Hunger ! Bread! Work I That is the Mene ! 
Meno! Tekel ! Upharsin ! of the German Belshazzar; nay rather of 
the existing system of society. They have been tried in the balance 
and found wanting. Had they shown any disposition to meet the 
coming crises, the patient multitude would have welcomed them with 
heartfelt delight. The present horrible condition of society might have 
been peacefully replaced by a well ordered federation of communities 
in which there would be happiness for all, the Social Revolution might 
have been effected without the death of a single individual. But it 
seems madness to believe this possible now. Every day the feeling of 
antagonism between the two nations, those who have and those who 
have not, grows fiercer and the preliminary skirmishes become more 
frequent. The unemployed of London answer the unemployed of 
Paris, and the 8th of February in the English metropolis is repeated in 
the 25th of February at Berlin.

As in the great Trafalgar Square meeting of a few years past, the 
Berlin unemployed commenced their demonstration with a meeting. 
Open air meetings not being allowed, it took place in a large hall con­
nected with a drinking saloon. Three thousand persons, it is said, 
gathered in the hall, but there were crowds outside who were unable to
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get admission. The speeches were very mild, much milder than those 
at the London meeting. The men were told that demonstrations in 
the streets would lead to serious consequences. One speaker quoted 
the famous Baying of a Prussian minister, “ A gun shoots and a sabre 
cuts.” Another referred to one of the Emperor’s speeches in which he, 
like the English Charles who lost his head, objected to emigration. 
This speaker said the workmen had no intention of emigrating. 
We have only seen a very meagre report of the speeches, but we sup­
pose the tenor of his remarks was that they intended to stop in Germany 
and see the thing through. A resolution was adopted of the usual Social 
Democratic type calling upon the government to start relief works. Cheers 
for Social Democracy brought the proceedings to a close, as far as the 
organisers of the meeting were concerned. However, although William 
thought lie had arrested all the men of initiative when he made a raid 
upon the Anarchists early in the last month, it was very much like the 
famous capture of Talbot by the French countess which Shakespeare 
tells us of. What he has under lock and key is comparatively speaking 
of no account. The Anarchist forces are without the prison walls. 
Cries of Hunger! Bread! Work! were raised
starving men, interspersed by directing shouts
peror! To the Castle! This happened just as 
palace were to be relieved, and the huge mass 
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large body of police set off “ to disperse the mob.” Swords were drawn 
and a charge made, the people retaliating with sticks and the heavy 
house keys which the Berliners carry about with them. Eventually 
after numbers were wounded on both sides, the police conquered and a 
great many arrests were made. Amongst these, it is worthy of note, 
were several women. Later on, however, just as dusk set in fresh 
gatherings took place, and a number of butchers, and bakers, shops were 
broken into, the contents appropriated and the windows smashed. 
Beershops were also attacked and in many cases the fronts of the shops 
were demolished. More fighting took place and it was not till mid­
night that “order was restored.’’

Meanwhile the unemployed of 'S ienna are also causing great trepida­
tion to the possessing classes who fear the worst, and in Paris where a 
Ministerial “ crisis ” endured for about a week, the need of having a 
strong man (Constans 1) in power on the first of May has been spoken 
of. Here in “Constitutional” England things are pretty quiet at 
present. But for how long! The unemployed question still looms 
threateningly upon the horizon, and who can tell when the starving 
workers will show their heads again. We hear and read of many bitter 
experiences. Fortunately for the well-to-do classes the winter is nearly 
over in England, at any rate that means quiet for them. Ln the 
summer the poor take their hard lot calmly and patiently enough. 
But on the European continent and in America the roar of the coming 
struggle sounds nearer and nearer. The famine in Russia, and the 
thousand and one little outbreaks which are taking place there, but 
which the White Czar’s creatures do their best to conceal; the misery 
through want of work in Germarv, Austria, Spain, Italy, and else­
where ; the activity amongst the discontented even in comparatively 
well-to-do, intensely patriotic France; what does it all mean if not the 
beginning of the end, the breakdown of militarism and despotism at 
least, even if it be not the complete emancipation of humanity. What 
are you doing, friend, whilst all this is going on around you and his­
tory is being made under your eyes. Think you it is no concern of 
yours. Are you repeating to yourself the phrase of Cain, “ Am I my 
brother’s keeper ” t We do not ask you to give your life and your 
liberty for the cause of human freedom. It is not every man who is 
prepared to do that. But we do ask you to protest against the powers 
that be in their schemes of plunder and their tyranny ; we do ask 
you to spread the light to the best of your ability. Whether you 
are by conviction Anarchist, Social Democrat, Land Nationaliser. or 
simple Radical, if you are a working man or a working woman, we do 
ask you to espouse the cause of your fellow-creatures, to study for your­
self the reasons for the existence of the present society and to help 
us to establish in its place a condition of things which will be worthy 
of intelligent human beings. The present capitalist society based on 
militarism and brute force, and born of superstition and class rule, is 
only worthy of man’s basest characteristics and is a reflection of them. 
We much abused Anarchists wish to replace it with a society based 
upon man’s intelligence, his finer feelings, his solidarity with the whole 
human race. Will you help us !
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THE REIGN OF HUNGER.
II.—Its Effects.

We are hungry. But this universal sense that we are unsatisfied in 
mind or body, or both, by no means affects all of us in the same way 
or with a like degree of intensity. He who lacks most is not necessarily 
he who desires most. On the contrary, the more a man’s conditions 
have allowed his nature to develop, the moro unsatisfied he feels when 
scope for the exercise of his faculties and supply of his needs is denied 
him And the more vigorous the nature, the more it fights for oppor­
tunity and frets against limitation.

Almost every man, even the most poverty-stricken and oppressed, 
has, during his youth at least, moments of vitality and expansion, 
when his whole being revolts against the circumstances or the persons 
that press upon him, and seem to bo the active agents in narrowing his 
life and depriving it of enjoyment. But such outbursts of energy are but 
too often merelv fitful flashes; the crushing burden of what seems to 
be inevitable fate settles down upon the spirit, and the rebel sinks 
into the apathetic slave of routine. If he be poor, he becomes a sub­
missive wage-slave or some other variety of human mechanism, grinding 
out a livelihood for his family, too often by the exploitation of others, 
always in competition with them.

“ He seemed a common-place, who tried
A good machine to be ;

The columns of a railway guide
Were not more dull than he.”

Or, if he be well enough endowed with this world's goods to avoid 
this necessity, the social pressure exercised upon him on all sides 
quickly diverts his energy into some well-worn channel of money 
grubbing or favor hunting, fame seeking, fashion or gambling. Soon 
he becomes a case-hardened Conservative (perhaps of the variety 
labelled “ Liberal ”), and a pillar of that society which has crushed his 
highest aspirations and left all his deepest cravings unsatisfied.

It is these slaves of the established order who, whether they be rich 
or poor, are the main obstacle to any thorough and far-reaching social 
reform. Not because in their secret hearts they are at all satisfied 
with things as they are, but because they are in continual dread of 
“ leaping out of the frying pan into the fire,” or else have become so 
dead and heavy that they doubt the possibility of leaping at all. In 
other words, they have no faith in the healthy vitality, the creative 
energy of human nature, having lost their own. Institutions, customs, 
are everything to them, men nothing. They dare not trust themselves 
or others. They feel already so unsatisfied and insecure, that they 
have no heart to move an inch out of the mechanical round of use and 
wont, for fear they should lose what little satisfaction in life they have. 
The narrowly-selfish terrors of the Haves, afraid to loose their grip on 
power and property, are backed up by the timid, despairing apathy of 
the Have-nots, afraid to lose their bare existence.

Unhappily, these folks, the people who are blindly afraid of change 
and the people who are not awake to the actual possibility of any that 
might help them effectually, still form the majority of our population. 
And as long as they do so, their want of healthy vitality necessarily 
finds its counter-part in what is called “crime.” Thanks to the dull 
inertia of so many members of the community, the reign of hunger 
presses beyond all endurance upon the lives of certain individuals. 
Human nature in them is so squeezed and starved, 60 consumed by 
desire and unsatisfied by the harsh view of social co-operation presented 
to it, or maybe so outraged and flouted, that it can only assert itself by 
some violently anti-social effort. In the over-strained or deformed 
condition of the man’s mind, the over or under tension of his nerves, 
his vital energy rushes into the only outlet it can find, protesting by 
its anti-social fury against the accumulated mass of injustice and 
cruelty, ignorance and stupidity which have reduced him to such a 
pass. Hideous as it is, it is as irrational to blame or punish crime* 
as to blame or punish sickness. Sickness is repulsive, often extremely 
dangerous, to those around the sufferer, but we recognise it as the 
needful effort of his nature to throw’ off something injurious to it. 
However personally inconvenient his struggle for life may be to our­
selves, we can feel only pity for him, with a desire to help him all w’e 
can. Whilst at the same time, we, of course, take all needful pre­
cautions to prevent him from attacking us in his delirium, spreading 
infection, and 60 on. Precautions which, should ho recover, he will be 
the first to approve. Moreover, we recognise that this revolt of the 
vital energy of the patient, called illness, iB not in itself the evil, but 
an effort to remedy the evil. Modern medical science recognises that 
if a man is sick or in a fever, the first thing to do is not violently to 
check the sickness or feverishness, but to put him in the wholesoinest 
conditions possible to aid his system in throwing off, with the least 
possible effort, the poison of which it is trying to rid itself. And the 
next thing to do is to discover for our ow n sakes what the poison is, 
and how it may be prevented from injuring others. This is the work 
upon which the hygienists on the one hand and the bacteriologists on 
the other are just now’ so largely engaged, completely revolutionising 
between them the ancient methods of medical treatment, which con­
centrated all attention upon repressing the symptoms of disease.

A movement of almost precisely analogous nature is taking place in 
relation to crime. The only idea of the folks it disturbed and fright­
ened used to be to repress the crime. The old repressive system is still 
in full swing, but there are an increasing number who are thoroughly 
dissatisfied with it, convinced that it deals with effects, not causes. 
Crime, like disease, they say, is a phenomenon to be most carefully

studied ; it is the violent revolt against an evil, rathor than the evil 
itself.

Most of these students of criminal anthropology, however, seem at 
present to have only got so far as to recognise that crime is disease ; 
that some of its symptoms are distinctly physical, the criminal being 
generally a person w’hose brain and nerves aro in an obviously morbid 
and unnatural state, either temporally or chronically. The still more 
important inquiry ; “ What are the causes which produce this terrible 
condition in human beings 1 ” has been, as yet, scarcely pursued 
at all.

To us, as w’e have said, it seems the inevitable outcome of the Reign 
of Hunger. Whether the individual has inherited mental incapacity, 
weakness or deformity, or bodily feebleness from parents whose whole 
being was squeezed and starved, or whether, inheriting an ordinary 
amount of vitality and capacity, ho has himself been deprived of all 
healthy opportunity of development, or if at some one period circum­
stances have pressed upon him unendurably, the evil is fundamentally 
the same in character. He is a being deprived of the satisfactions his 
nature craves and mentally throwm out of gear by the misery of that 
hunger, and his crime is the frantic struggle of that starved and 
suppressed nature to assert itself and live more fully.

If anyone doubts this, let him notice the careers of criminals, trying 
to read between the lines in each case the inner life of the man 
himself. And further let him remark that crime is commonest in 
communities where the people are the least satisfied ; not where they 
have the least wealth, that is another matter, as we saw in our previous 
article.

See, for instance, the thievishness and hideous cruelties of those 
Central African tribes, where the monopoly of private property and 
trade for individual profit are growing so rapidly, and the people are 
ground down by the most despotic tyranny ; whereas amongst village­
communities (e.</., in Java) no better off economically, but living on 
terms of equality and mutual aid, crime is very rare. Think of the 
swindling, cheating and bribery reduced to a fine art in America, where 
monopoly is making such gigantic strides, and contrast the absence of 
crime in Norway where there is greater equality of possessions and the 
hunger of the mass of the people is less gnawing, etc., etc.

Crime is like an ill weed that always springs up most plentifully 
where the soil is poorest; and it has its uses in drawing attention to 
the state of the ground. But human existence is not so hopelessly 
penned between the devil and the deep sea that crime or apathetic 
submission are its only alternatives. Those men and women whose 
vitality is strong enough to bear up against the pressure of surrounding 
conditions, those upon whom life is pressing less hardly than the rest, 
have another outlet before them. They can 6et themselves to realise 
the causes why they and their fellows are so wretchedly unsutisficd, 
and to discover a remedy. That such large numbers of men and 
women are attempting this is the most encouraging fact in our social 
life, and some of them, it seems to us, have hit upon the truth, 
whilst ever increasing numbers are being brought to it by the logic of 
events. C. M. W.

(To be continued.)

• By crime we do not, of course, mean illegal actions. Many criminals sail 
within the law or escape through its numberless loopholes whilst law­
breakers are often persons innocent of any anti-social intent. Neither, on 
the other hand, does the present writer (thereby differing from many Anarchists 
and some previous writers in Freedom) include amongst criminals many persons 
whose conduct appears the most widely hurtful to their fellows, such as capital­
ists, landlords, soldiers, politicians, judicial functionaries and the like. For 
this reason. Though one such person as a capitalist employer is the means of 
indicting more wide-spread suffering on his fellows than a dozen thieves, yet he 
has no desire or intention to do so, or idea that he is doing it. On the contrary, he 
is generally profoundly convinced that he is a most valuable member of society, 
and that if it were not for his activity in exploitation, and the like activities of 
others of his sort, the whole country, working classes included, would be far 
worse off than it is. This is not merely a hypocritical assumption on his part, 
it lives in his mind as a conviction which is as much part of his mental furniture, 
as his lougiug to amass wealth. And not only have his own class aud the other 
propertied classes agreed with him, but the working classes also. It is only 
quite lately that a portion of them have begun to dare to believe that he is an 
unnecessary evil, and that they could do without him. We Socialists are con­
vinced that the position he stands in to his fellow-men is wrong, that his claim 
to the lion's share of the produce is unjust, etc., but neither he nor most of 
those around him are convinced of it as yet, and as long ns he acts as he does 
openly and by virtue of a tacit agreement amongst his fellows that he has a right 
to act so, it is a misuse of terms to call him a criminal. The slaveholder of a 
hundred and fifty years ago was not per se a criminal ; though if a man tried to 
keep slaves now lie would be committing a real crime, because he would be 
deliberately putting himself in a relation with his fellows which /»e himself and 
all around him are agreed in recognising as anti-social. Or again, a man who 
carries off a woman against her will is a criminal amongst us for the like reason, 
but it would be a misuse of terms to call an Australian savage who does so a 
criminal, because such conduct has not yet been recognised as anti-social by him 
or his fellow-Australians, or even by his victim herself. Some time, very shortly, 
as we Anarchist-Communists believe, it will doubtless be realised by Englishmen 
that it is unti-sociul for man to dominate man or exploit his fellow's labor for 
his own profit, or compete with them for personal gain, and then it will become 
criminal for the many to act unsoeially in these wavs, just as it is already, 
criminal for the few who do already realise this fact. The real bona-fide. criminal, 
of whom we are speaking above, knows quite well that he is acting anti- 
socially, if he is able to think at all. But he docs not care, or feels that lie 
cannot help himself, and is justified by circumstances. He feels every man’s 
hand against him and therefore sets his hnndngainst every man, or he is carried 
away by some overmastering impulse of feeling : revenge, lust, cupidity, or 
despair, which throws him completely off his balance and banishes all other con­
siderations. There are cases of moral idiotcy, but these are very ran-. Also 
eases of moral insanity, when the balance of the moral sense is not temporarily 
but hopelessly overthrown, but these again arc quite exceptional ; whereas the 
eases where the social impulse has been weakened or left undeveloped by external 
circumstances are most numerous.
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ANARCHIST MORALITY.
By P. Kropotkine.

(Continued from previous number.)
VI.

Thus, by an unprejudiced observation of the animal kingdom, w<- 
reach the conclusion that, wherever society exists at all, this principle 
may be found : Treat others as ytru mould like them to treat you 
under simiCar circumstances.

And when we study closely the evolution of the animal world, we. 
like the zoologist Kessler, and the economist Tchernyshevsky, discover 
that the aforesaid principle, translated by the one word Solidarity, 
has played an infinitely larger part in the development of the animal 
kingdom than all the adaptations that have resulted from a struggle 
between individuals to acquire personal advantages.

It is evident that in human societies a still greater degree of soli­
darity is to be met with. Even the societies of monkeys highest in 
the animal scale otter a striking example of practical solidarity, and 
man has taken a step further in the same direction. This, and this 
alone, has enabled him to preserve his puny nice amid the obstacles 
cast by nature in his way, and to develop his intelligence.

A careful observation of those primitive societies still remaining 
at th® level of the Stone Age, shows to what a great extent the 
members of the same community practise solidarity amongst them­
selves.

This is the reason why the practical solidarity never ceases ; no. 
not during the worst periods of history. Even when temporary 
(ircumstances of domination, servitude, exploitation, cause the prin­
ciple to be disowned, it still lives deep in the thoughts of the many, 
ready to bring about a strong recoil against evil institutions, a 
revolution. If it were otherwise, society would perish.

For the vast majority of animals and men, this feeling remains, 
and must remain, an acquired habit, a principle always present to 
the mind, even when it is continually ignored in action.

It is the whole evolution of the animal kingdom s 
And this evolution has lasted long, very long; 
hundreds of millions of years.

it counts
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Even if we wished to get rid of it, we could not. It would be 
easier for a man to accustom himself to walk on all fours, than to 
get rid of the moral sentiment. It is anterior, in animal evolution, 
to the upright posture of man.

The moral sense is a natural faculty in us, like the sense of smell
or of touch.

As for Law and Religion, which also have preached this principle, 
they have simply filched it to cloak their own wares, their injunctions 
for the benefit of the conqueror, the exploiter, the priest. Without 
this principle of solidarity, the justice of which Is so generally recog­
nised, how could they have laid hold on men’s minds ?

Each of them covered themselves with it as with a garment; like 
Authority, which made good its position by posing as the protector 
of the weak against the strong.

By flinging overboard Law, Religion and Authority, mankind 
regain possession of the moral principle which has been taken from 
them. Regain, that they may criticise it, and purge it from the 
adulterations wherewith priest, judge and ruler have poisoned it 
and are poisoning it yet.

But to deny the moral principle because Church and Law have 
exploited it, would be as unreasonable as to declare that one would 
never wash oneself, would eat measly pork, and would object to 
communal possession of land, because the Koran inculcates daily 
bathing, because the hygienist Moses forbade swine’s flesh to the 
Hebrews, or because the Shariat (supplement to the Koran) requires 
that all land lying untilled for three years shall return to the com­
munity.

Besides, this principle of treating others as one wishes to be treated 
oneself, what is it but the very same principle as equality, the 
fundamental principle of Anarchism ? And how can any one man­
age to believe himself an Anarchist unless he practises it?

We do not wish to be ruled. And, bv this very fact, do we not 
declare that we ourselves wish to rule nobody ? We do not wish to 
be deceived, we wish always to be told nothing but the truth. And, 
by this very fact, do we not declare that we ourselves do not wish to 
deceive anybody, that we promise to always tell the truth, nothing 
but the truth, the whole truth ? We do not wish to have the fruits 
of our labor stolen from us. And, by that very fact, do we not 
declare that we respect the fruits of others’ lalwr i

By what right, indeed, can we demand that we should l>e treater!
in one fashion, reserving it to ourselves to treat others in a fashion 
entirely different ? Are we, perchance, the “ white bone ” of the
Kirghiz, who may treat the rest just as he likes? Our sense of 
equality revolts at such an idea.

Equality in mutual relations, with the solidarity arising from it. 
this is the most powerful weapon of the animal world in the struggle 
for existence. And equality is equity.

By proclaiming ourselves Anarchists, we prochum beforehand that 
we disavow any way of treating others in which we should not like 
them to treat us; that we will no longer tolerate the inequality that 
has allowed some amongst us to use their strength, their cunning or

their ability after a fashion in which it would annoy us to have such 
qualities used against oumelves. Equality in all things, the synonym 
of equity, this is Anarchism in very deed. To the devil with the 
*' white bone,” who takes upon himself a right to deceive other folks’ 
simplicity ! We do not desire him, and, if need be, we will suppress 
him. It is not only against the abstract trinity of Law, Religion, 
and Authority that we declare war By becoming Anarchists, we 
declare war against all this wave of deceit, cunning, exploitation, 
depravity, vice—in a word, inequality which they have poured into 
all our hearts. We declare war against their way of acting, against 
their way of thinking. The governed, the deceived, the exploited, 
the prostitute wound above all else our sense of equality. It is in 
the name of equality that we are determined to have no more prosti 
tuted, exploited, deceived and governed men and women.

Perhaps it may be said—it has been said sometimes—“ Bat if you 
think that you must always treat others as you would be treated 
yourself, what right have you to use force under any circumstances 
whatsoever? What right have you to level n cannon at any barbar­
ous or civilised invaders of your country ? What right have you to
disposses the exploiter? What right to kill not only a tyrant, but a
mere viper ? ”

What right ? 
from the Law ?

What do you mean by that singular word, borrowed
Do vou wish to know if I shall feel conscious of

having acted well in doing this ? If those I esteem will think I have 
done well ? Is this what you ask ? If so, the answer is simple.

Yes, certainly ! Because we, we ourselves, should ask to be killed, 
like venimous beasts, if we went to invade Burmese or Zulus, who 
have done us no harm. We should say to our son or our friend ; 
“ Kill me, if I ever take part in the invasion ’ ”

Yes, certainly ! Because we. we ourselves, should ask to be dis-
|H»ssessed, if, giving the lie to our principles, we seized upon an 
inheritance, did it fall from on high, to use it for the exploitation of 
others.

Yes. certainly ! Because anv man with a heart asks beforehand <r V
that he may be slain, if ever he becomes venomous; that a dagger 
may be plunged into his heart, if ever he should take the place of a 
dethroned tvrant.

Ninety-nine men out of a hundred, who have a wife and children, 
would trv to commit suicide, for fear thev should do harm to those •* r 9
they love, if they felt themselves going mad, i.e., losing cerebral con­
trol of their actions. Whenever a good hearted num feels himself 
becoming dangerous to those he loves, he wishes to die before hen* so.

One day, at Irkutsk, a Polish doctor and a photographer were 
bitten by a mad dog. The photographer seared hl* wound with 
red hot iron, the doctor simply applied caustic to his. He was young, 
handsome, overflowing with life. He had just left the convict 
prison, to which the government had condemned him for devotion to 
the people's cause. Strong in learning and above all in intelligence, 
he effected marvellous cures; the sick worshipped him.

Six weeks later, he noticed that the bitten arm began to .-well. 
He, being a doctor, could not mistake what this meant; the madness 
of hydrophobia would follow. He hurried to a friend, a doctor and 
exile like himself : “ Some strychnine ! Quick, I entreat you. You 
see this arm ; do vou know what it Is ? In an hour or less the mad- *
ness will seize me, I shall trv to bite vou. vou and mv other fnend>. 
Lose no time ! Some strychnine ! I must die."

He felt himself becoming dangerous : he asked to be killed. 
The friend hesitated ; he wished to try some treatment for rabies 

With the help of a brave woman, he began but two hours,
later the young doctor flew at them, foaming, and tried to bite them ; 
then he l>ecame himself once more, anti again asked for strychnine, 
but the rabid fit returned. He died in terrible convulsions.

How mauy facts of a like nature could we not cite from our own 
experience ! The man of heart would rather die than become a cause 
of evil to others. And this is why he will feel conscious of having 
done well, and why the approval of those he esteems will follow 
him. when he kills a viper or a tyrant.

Perovskaya and her comrades killed the Russian Tzar. And all 
mankind, despite the repugnance to the spilling of blood, despite the 
sympathy for one who had allowed the serfs to be liberated, recog­
nised their right to do jus they did. Why? Not because the act was 
generally recognised as useful; two out of three still doubt if it were 
so; but because it was felt that not for all the gold in the world would 
Perovskaya and her comrades have consented to become tyrants them­
selves. Even those who know nothing of the drama are certain that 
it was no youthful bravado, no palace conspiracy, no attempt to gain 
power; it was hatred of tyranny, even to the scorn of self, even to 
the death.

“ These men and women." it was said, “ had conquered the right 
to kill ; as it was said of Louise Michel, had the right to rob"; 
or again, “ They have the right to steal." in speaking of these terror­
ists who lived on dry bread, and stole a million or two of the 
Kishineff treasure, taking, at their own peril, all possible precautions 
to free the sentinel, who guarded the wealth with fixed bayonet, from 
Jill responsibility.

Mankind have never refused the right to use force to those who 
havo conquered that right, be it exercised upon the barricades or in 
the shadow of a cross-way. But if such an act is to produce a deep 
impression upon men’s minds, the right must l>e conquered. Without
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