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THE WILD BEASTS OF SOCIETY.

[N consequence of the recent events in Paris, Madrid, Xeres, Vienna
and elsewhere—not to speak of the Walsall affair—the literary serts ol
eapitalism have been piling on the agony in their, lucubrations in the
daily and weekly press. Anarchism, according to these worthies, 1s a
sort of organised murder and robbery, and its advocates are the wilest
creatures that ever breathed the breath of life, * The confession of
Ravaclol "’ says one paper, *‘ shows what Anarchy is when carried to
its legitimate conclusions, and we see¢ that Anarchists are not only
public enemies but that in pursuit of their objects, theft and murder
are regarded by them as justifiable. Anarchists are, indeed, the wild
beasts of society, and as they war against society, so society i self
defence must carry on a war of extermination against them.” The
object of this sort of stuff is of course to prejudice the minds of the
masses and to prevent enquiry into our principles and,as far as possible,
their dissemination. That it may have some such effect is probable,
for the defenders of the existing society have been, and are, by no
means slow to take advantage of their opportunities, and not content
with recording the actual acts of desperate men calling themselves
Anarchists, they term almost every one who revolts against their
tyranny an Anarchist although he may have no knowledge whatever of
Anarchist principles and not care in the least as to the future of society
so long as he himself gets along all right. Moreover, whenever they
can they father any act of violence or robbery which takes place upon
the Anarchists, and back up their lying statements by sereeds of vitu-
peration, so that many a poor plundered and ignorant worker who de-
tests the present state of things as heartily as anybody, would turn
pale if you told him you were yourself an Anarchist. Acts of violence,
such as the blowing up of individuals or buildings by dynamite, rob-
bery and forgery, have no more to do with Anarchy than they have

with Liberalism, Conservatism or Christianity. Because a member of

Parhament appropriates trust money, or keeps a mistress, or uses a
Frenchwoman as a tool with which to seduce a respectable English
girl, or flies the country to avoid trial for an unnatural offence, is the
dignity of M.P. to be considered a sign of dishonour and are embezzle-
ment; adultery, ete., to be considered a part of the Liberal and Con-
servative political faith ? Perhaps some “ right honourable gentleman™
will supply us with the information. Almost every week we notice
one or more cases in the paper of indecency or theft charged against a
clergyman. Are these black sheep to be held as representative of the
whole flock? Oh, déar no! we shall be told, certainly not! But a
Ravachol is to be considered a typical Anarchist !

As a matter of fact, amongst those calling themselves Anarchists—and
there are many varieties, Communists, Collectivists, Individualists,
Péaceful or Quaker Anarchists, and those of the Revolutionary type—
there is a far higher standard of morality, even according to conven-
tional ideas than amongst any other section of the community. When
an Anarchist is arrested for some political offence, the first thing the
prosecution does is to inquire about his character—and what do they
tind ¥ Take the case of the Chicago men-—all with records pure as
snow. ' Kindly, honest, upright citizens, whose only crime was loving
their fellow-men. Take the case of the Walsall men, their employers
came forward to speak of them as good and steady workmen,and in two
cases atleast supporting their aged parents. The mere fact of a mur-
derer like Ravachol adopting Anarchy as his political faith proves
.only one thing that the criminal classes, the “wild beasts™”
manufactured by our present system of soeiety, are beginning to
realise how it 1s that they are made what they are, that it is
because of present inequalities, because of their evil surroundings
created by the capitalist and the landlord that they have been
made thieves and murderers; they recognise the truth of what
Anarchists are saying, and they, too, are endeavouring, according
to their own ideas, to do their part towards pulling down the old
and building up the new socicty. “Wild beasts,™ they may be,
but capitalist society has made them what they are, and instead of
taking matters quietly they are beginning to turn and rend. The
French Revolution of a century ago struck its first great blow in de-
stroying a prison, it would seem that the Parisian rebels wish to com-
mence the coming upheaval by making life unsafe for judges. No
doubt it is a very unpleasant thing for a judge to be unable to get
lodgings and for him to be a source of terror to his neighbours, shunned
as though he had the plague, but he can hardly expect to have all the
fun on his own side. It is a simple matter to sit in an easy chair and
send men off to penal servitude for a number of vears, or to death, as
the ¢ase may be, at the same time reading them a lecture on the
enormity of their erimes, which after all would never have Feen com-
mitted if society had not made them what they are. But it is not to
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be wondered at that the * wild beast” should seek to have revenge for
the vindietive sentences passed upon him, and claim an eye for an eye,
a tc‘mth f(pr a tuut}]. b [)(' as y(ﬂl “'Hll]'l b& (IODG b}'." F&id th‘: revnlu-
tionarv Anarehist of Nazareth, who laid the foundation of the Chns-
tian religion. But the learned magistrates and judges do not seem to
have come across that command of the one whom they profess to obey.
““ Let ’em have it hot”’ is their motto and “hot™ it 1s accordingly.
Some of the Parisian revolutionists seem desirous of drawing the atten-
tion of these worthy dispensers of heavy sentences to the divime com-
mand in a rather forcible manner. We pity the neighbours, but we
think the tribe of Jeffries ean hardly be surprised at their recent ex-
periences,

But Anarchism has nothing to do with all this. Anarchism is, and

always will be, whatever may be said of it and whoever may claim to.

be Anarchists, the No Government theory of Socialism; the doctrme
which teaches that people can only be truly happy and presperous
when tyranmical anthorty is abolished and freedom and comradeship
prevail. That is what all Anarchists teach now and always have
tanght. There will no doubt be many differences of opinion as to the
best methods of realising it. Even now the several schools of Anar-
chist thought are continually arguing the question. For our part we
do not believe much can be done unless public opinion is with us and
we are doing what we can to bring around the great masses to our side.
Whether a struggle will come then is a question for them and not for
us to decide. But those Anarchists who suffer most from the whip of
want, the tyranny of government, and whose patience is under such
circumstances naturally exhausted, are not content to wait for the con-
version of the masses. They want to act at once and their desperate
condition makes them care little what they do. These are the men the
capitalist press talks of exterminating. Well it seems to us a big job,
especially as their ranks are being continually recruited by fresh vie-
tims of the tyranny of capitalism and government. The only way we
see of exterminating the “ wild beasts of society " is by removing the
conditions which create them. Make life only bearable to the worker,
and he'is such a patient dull animal that he will submit to be governed
for many a long year yet and the advent of Anarchy will be put off for
a considerable time. It is because the exploiters have no pity, no
humanity, because their greed is insatiable, that the “ wild beasts”
increase and multiply, and it appears as though the Social Revolution,
which we would fain see brought about as the result of a peaceful
understanding between the whole of humanity, will be inaugurated by
wholesale massacre, by relentless eruelty. Surely the French Revoln-
tion, when the masses repaid the cruelty of the classes by acquiescing
for a while in the bloody Jacobin Reign of Terror, shounld teach our
present rulers that as they sow so they will reap. Surely the massacre
of Saint Bartholomew should show them that a belief is not to be ex-
terminated by any amount of bloodshed. Twenty-two years ago thirty
thousand communards were murdered in the streets of Paris, and what
is the result? That the Paris revolutionist of to-day has no pity and
expects no mercy. You cannot crush out an opinion in blooed, but yon
can make its upholders more determined, more relentless and more
revengeful. If tyranny could do aught surely Russia’s Czar could ex-
torminate his “ wild beasts” the Nihilists, but the auntocrat of all the
Russias knows that he is surrounded by a host of enemies and is in
constant fear of meeting his father’s doom.

All the talk of extermination and of international leagues of the
governments will only make the “wild beasts™ more determined and
turn what are to-day open associations into secret societies, And after

all what is a mere name. Our enemies aré more responsible than we
for the word Anarchist. It is applied to us as a term of reproach ; we

-accept it and make it a term of honmor. If the governments seek to

biing the word into disuse by rendering it impossible for any man to
claim it as descriptive of his opinions, what of that?! The word may
perhaps be suppressed, but the idea itself is insuppressible. Asa
matter of fact it is impossible for society to go on much longer on the
present lines. If the rich would only tiemselvqs begin to study the
soclal &roblem and read some of the many books which are now issuing
from the press dealing with it in its different phases, they would
marvel at society having lasted so long and, wondering at the patience
of the poor, would regard the ‘ outrages™ which have taken place as

nothing to be surprised at. We are living on the eve of great events.
An Feonomic and Moral Revolution, whose far uences
no man can foresee, is in the making, What utter ma it is for

anyone to attempt to stop it. Anarchist-Communism is simply the
embodiment of all the great aspirations of civilised mankind. Anarchy,
which is only another word for Freedom carried to its logical conelu-
sion, 18 the solution of the enigma which modern civilisation must solve

.
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“THE ALLEGED ANARCH ST
CONSPIRACY.”

A perrer title for the proceedings which oceupied the Stafford
Assizes, from 30th March to 4th April, is Z%e G'reat Police Conspuracy ;
inasmuch as thewhole affair secems to have been worked up by an informer
for the sake of the money he received from the hands of 'the police,
who, eager for promotion and increased pay, used the information with
which he furnished them without troubling themselves perhaps to en-
quire, whether their agent was simply betraying the men he
professed sympathy with, or vilely cancocting a series of events, that
taken in the whole would be sufficient to establish a charge of con-
spiracy against those out of whom he decided to coin blood-money,
Those most fully acquainted with the proceedings, believe the latter to
be the case ; but even giving the police the benefit of the doubt as to
their knowledge of their informer’s real position, #.e,, of plot-fabricator,
does not absolve them from the charge of getting up the case at Walsall
more in behalf of their own interests than in defence of the general
public. In England it is difficult to believe that such things are ; they
take place openly in France and other continental countries; but in
_England, never, say the incredulous, Never is a long day, and within
the century there has been more than one case of little affairs “put-up”
by the police in England ; whilst in Ireland they have been of common
ocenrrence ; from Leonard McNally to the Walsall informer stretches a
chain of natural sequence. This is only in aceordance with the law of
! supply and demand. The police want cases that will bring them the
approbation of their employer, the Government, and substantial
recognitions of its approval, and the needy knave, whose training at
the hands of society has made him hate nothing so much as honest
labour, will be always fonnd by such as want him ready to concoct or
provoke crime. Which is to be contemned most, the seducer or the
r seduced, the police or the informers?! Both are loathsome, but the
toss-up is in favour of the latter.

Details of this latest instance of police meanness and judicial
vindictiveness are already known to our readers. A summary of the
police evidence before the magistrates was given in Freedom for March.
Nothing further of importance was brought to prove their case at the
trial. Nevertheles, after three monfhs imprisonment, January to
March, and a trial lasting five days, Charles, Cailles and Bertola have
been sentenced to ten years imprisonment, and Deakin to five.
Ditchfield and Wesley have been aequitted, but are probably ruined by
their unjust association with a conspiracy, which to our minds was not
proved as having ever existed. It goes without saying that these men
were tried by a partizan judge, but the jury on the case was further-
more worked upon to the prejudice of the prisoners by the reiterated
reading of a document now known to all, the ‘ Feast at the Opera.”
Most Anarchists in this country up to the time of the trial had neither
seen nor heard of this mad raving, which the judge in his charge to the
jury read to show “the methods by which Anarchy should be carried
out.” We have never met one who did not regard it as brutal and
insane. But the Attorney General in opening the case for the Crown also
took care to dwell upon this irrelevant and outrageous composition as
explaining the meaning of an Anarchist association! To be sure the
judge, in summing up, went so far as to say that ““all Anarchists were

ody-mi ;7 but that was after repeated readings of extracts
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of the jurymen against the prisoner. The evidence was of the
crappy nature, the materials produced to prove a conspiracy
ouman life, ridieulous in their scantiness, may be summed
wving list: 2 bolts; 1 supposed brass shell; a
-fuse that would burn one minute, not longer ; yet on
unds three men are doomed, nnless we see that public
) y educated on this matter, fo spend ten years of their
rance vile, The comparative mercy shown to Deakin, was
owing to the admissions extorted from him when weak with
Those of our readers, who still doubt the part played by the
s matter, are advised to consider the scene that took place
omst Pip :l‘ayjor:& private room at midnight, when Deakin,
' °F and exc. 'ii"l"'" h Wa8 brou t from his cell “ to make
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psaid document, which ecounld not fail to prejudice the
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the police had been honest in the affair, would have been followed up.
Instead of this, eny attempt on the part of the prisoners’ counsel
to extract from Melville a statement as to his relations with Coulon
was either disallowed the Judge or objected to by the Attorney
General. For oxamplob%en“Mr. Thompson again asked Melville af he
had paid Coulon nnythiﬂé for information in this case, Melville replicd
“I decline to say.” Mr. Thompson pressed for an answer, buf the
Judge said he could not see what interest for the prisoners lay in such
a question, and the Attorney-General objected to it on the ground that
Melville's answering it would be detrimental to * the interests of the
public service.” Wae see here protection extended to the provoking
agent, and the police countenanced in their use of hum. Will Kunglish
men permit this

But not only were the police and Coulon,who, by the bye,was subpanaed
we understand but never appeared somehow, protected from questions
which might have produced evidence in the prisoners’ favour, the judge
also interrupted Mr, Willis, Q.C,, in his speech for the defence, styling
his generous and impassioned utterances ‘ an inflammatory harangue.”
The words which elicited this epithet from Judge Hawkins were re-
printed by Mr. Willis in a letter to the Pall Mall Gazette, in which,
while deprecating the notion that brute force such as advocated by a
few of the papers found in the possession of some of the prisoners, can
effect and secure great necessary social changes, he yet pleaded that it
was natural for some of the Anarchists ¢ to think of brute force as the
weapon of their warfare. They have been taught this by their masters.
. . . . Brute force is the weapon whichthe political rulers of the world,
against whom these men contend, employ in order to further their
most highly-prized projects, and to secure the maintenance and exten-
sion of their power. At this day the men who exercise supreme
authority in Europe worship brute force, and are preparing for its em-
ployment on the most extended scale. They organise armies for the
deliberate destruction of thousands of human beings, and spend their
time and strength and the resources of nations in producing instruments
of destruction, which can be employed with the most deadly precision.”
We should have had less ground for indignation at the cruel sentences
passed upon our comrades if Judge Hawkins, instead of styling such
remarks inflammatory, had expressed sympathy with Mr. Willis’s senti-
ments, and proclaimed it his desire to suppress brute force of every sort
and in every quarter. Then this petty arbiter of men’s destinies would
at least have been logical.

But the best argument against law’s brutal force as used against the
prisoners was contained in the speeches of the prisoners themselves,
which we briefly quote. When asked what they had to say why judg-
ment should not be passed on them according to law, Charles spoke first
and made what the daily papers call ‘“important avowals.” He re-
pudiated the literature that had been so frequently quoted during the
trial, and said i1t was not possible for Anarchists to hold such ideas ;
they could not agree with the burning of theatres and such like things.
Socialists meant by revolution, a word that sounded terrible in most
people’s ears, a change in the basis of society, this he quoted from
C'ommonweal. Speaking of his comrade Cailes, he declared him to be
a gennine warm-hearted man, who had not initiated this thing. It was
the best part of Cailes’ nature that had got him into a police plot, and
the same with the rest. The things they had been induced to aid in
making they had been led to suppose were for use abroad, and when
they had any doubt as to their destination they abandoned them and
would not go any further. He fully recognised that the policy of
explosions was an impossible one for Anarchists in England as in any
tlslimilar country, and it was in no sense the policy of the Anarchist party

ere.

Bertola then made a long statement though an interpreter. He
avowed himself an Anarchist, but not one working by violent methods.
He explained his visit to Walsall on the natural grounds of going there
to seek work, the air of London mnot agreeing with his wife. He had
seen Inspector Melville at the station and had travelled by the same
train from Walsall to Euston after his so-called mysterious visit. If
there had been any wrong goings on he would have warned his comrades
of this, It was Coulon who had ordered the bombs, and it was he who
ought to be tried. He was at one with the police and it was ecertain
that he had done it to get the accursed money, or they would not have
been there. He then protested against the Attorney-General’s defining
Anarchy as disorder ; it meant a state of society in which men might
live together in harmony without laws. He bad been taught in his
youth to hate the Austrians as his foes, but arrived at the age of reason
he had come to find that this was fudge. He recognized no boundary
of nations, all men were brothers and war an absurdity. His party
instead of standing up for the few, stood up for humanity itself, they
bade workmen, instead of drinking in the beerhouses, to study society,
which at present was based on hypocrisy, fraud and assassination, and
taught the human race to hate each other. He stood there not as a
prisoner, but as an accuser of bourgeois society, which had kept him in
?nrron while his wife and child starved.  Long live anarchy ; it is the
ibure of humanity and concord.” |

Cailes also ad ed the Court though an interpreter, saying that he
was an Anarchist, but that was no reason why he should be mistaken
for a criminal. He was not responsible for the documents found in his
possession, anyone could obtain them. They had even been exposed
in the clnig window, as the Superintendant of the Walsall police could
gay if he had any frankness about him. He did not aim at securing
pity from the judge, he merely said he was not guilty of the charge.

thoughts and OPM{OD%:;!O:G his .own‘l. and these no imprisonment
could constrain, Deakin being asked if he had anything to say replied
in the negative, | . s
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