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The General Election.

Tue strife has begun. Political partiesare fighting in this general election

mainly for the proud privilege of elevating the working man by methods
peculiarly their own. Truly, it should be soothing to our souls to see
so much concern shown for those who are poor and oppressed. These
humanitarians, who are candidates for the various constituencies, might,
if they so wislfed, ignore the existence of the workers, but no! perish
the thought, they feel they have a sacred duty to perform, which pro-
fessedly just now 1s to improve the working classes physically, mentally
and morally ; and this simply means that the workers shall be thrown
sops to keep them quiet, and the representatives of the country’s wis-
dom will congratulate themselves that they have done well if they stave
off any radical change duriag their term of office. Filled with the spirit
of this beautiful aim, they have come down upon the * free,” * enlight-
ened ” and “ independent ” electors with various methods of reform, all
of which, if carried out, would leave the worker exactly where he is, but
which serve to furnish the legislator with a pretext for political existence
for some time to come. Disinterested legislators discuss either
the beauty of the Newcastle program or the latest wisdom from
Hatfield House. Meanwhile the elector saunters around, hands in
pockets, takes no trouble, serenely scans the different programs, chooses
what he thinks the best, and awaits beneficial results. It's very nice
and comfortable to have all these candidates, from the G.O.M. down,
worrying themselves about what is best for you, whilst all you have to
do is simply to cross a bit of paper, put it in a box and hey presto! the
whole legislative machine is in motion.

After election, to be sure, the activity on your behalf slows down
somewhat, but they will not allow your interests to be neglected ; they
will even sacrifice a Derby day, theoretically ; practically—* well there
are always some drawbacks, we can’t have things as we should like

them all at once, and we must come to theory first, the °thin end of

wedge,” you know.” “If you cannot have the substance of things,”
says parliamentary wisdom, “ be content with the shadow.” Labor
too, ‘‘ rough, horny-handed labor,” shall have its voice in the councils
of the nation. *‘ Send to parliament men of your own class, who know
your wants and the best means of satisfying them,” say the Fabians,
those friends of the poor, a determined body of men and women who,
believing haste to be indecent, march towards the Millenium to slow, very
slow music.

In economic knowledge the Fabian Society is monumental. It has
issued an election manifesto, clothed in a very imposing red cover.
This document, like most other literary emanations from the same
source, 1s rather watery, in fact, its cover is the only revolutionary
thing about it, but it may on this occasion serve as the text of a non-
voter. It begins by showing how indifferent are the political parties to

' the wants of the workers, and then the writers allow their sanity to be

questioned by a lvocating the formation of another political party, that
of the deified workman who, elevated into the position of legislator,
must inevitably tread the same miry paths as those who have preceded
him.

In dealing with what the Liberals have or have not done for the
workers, the manifcsto speaks of the London workman’s being * aban-
doned ” by the Liberal party in '87 over the Trafalgar Square business.
But this i1s nonsense ; it was not the neglect of the liberals, but want of
courage and decision on the part of the workingman himself that brought
the business to such a lame conclusion, and the conviction forces itself
upon one that the workers would be a great deal better off' if perpetually
“‘abandoned " by all political parties, since it would teach them a value-
able lesson in self-reliance and personal initiative.® The Fabians in this
manifesto of theirs express some sorrowful surprise over the fact that
“ not more than fifty in a constituency will take the trouble to attend a
ward meeting of the local political association once or twice a year.”
Precisely so! If the Fabian Society expects anything else, it will find
itself grievously mistaken. The parliamentary trick is almost played
out, the habit of placing the control of your lives in the hands of a set
of individuals, who, however good their intentions, are fallible and hkely
to err, has only resulted in the worker's being left out in the cold.

“The socialists far outstrip the caucuses in activity.” Of course
they do, Socialists worthy of the name have something to fight for,
something to generate activity, somethingto get enthusiastic over, but the
semi-socialism abroad to-day seems to have found a congenial mate in
the political caucus, as is being shown just now in the case of those
gentlemen who are ready to dilute their socialism to the requirements
of a Liberal or Radical association. The manifesto goes on to state
that “the only systematic political education within reach of young
working men and women is a socialistic education.” Yes, good friends,

but much depends upon what sort of socialism it is, whether free, with-
out *‘ government of man by man,” or that of the State. If the latter,
it i3 probable that the young working people about us to-day will, in
the course of events, be able to give the Fabians an * eye-opener” by
declaring in favor of illegality against their law, immorality against
morals, freedom against absurd regulations of human life. The Fabians
desire to see the formation of an *“ Independent Labor Party” the
expense cf which is to be defraygds by imposing a levy upon each male
worker, amounting to * three-halfpence a year, which would furnish,
annually, a parliamentary fund of £50,000.7 But the Fabian Society
18 grieved to find that the worker * does’'nt take on,” and proceeds to
lecture him on his preference to * horse-racing, pigeon-flying and foot-
ball,” and his willingness to pay for these. It may therefore be deduced
that where the worker sees a chance of gaining either physically or
intellectually, he is capable of displaying interest and ability. There-
fore it is within reasonable bounds to assume that the people feel,
intuitively, what a dreary, hopeless sort of method it is this govern-
mental absurdity, ever so far behind the best social aspirations, only
existing to sanctify the position of those who live upon the hard toil of
others.

As to the “racing, pigeon-flying and football,” we question very
much whether they are not less demoralising than paying a gang of
people to do for you what you can very well do for yourselves, thus
furnishing you with an excuse for social inactivity, which brings in its
train loss of individuality, independence and self-respect.

Under the heading ‘ Always vote, labor candidate or no labor can-
didate,” comes some advice as to voting for the next best in the field,
but we are afraid that this matter is too subtle for us to grasp. We
had understood from the manifesto, until we came to this advice, that
the policy was to have nothing whatever to do with either political
party, Liberal or Tory, but now we are told that when there is no labor
candidate sTILL WE MUST vOoTE. Consequently thc vote must go to
strengthen one of the parties, ana yet an * Independent Labor Party ”
1s the thing that’s wanted, is it ? Perhaps the Fabians will issue fresh
instructions to voters upon this matter.

We are al<o told a little further on that “ the propertied classes are
retreating before the laboring classes.” But it is not the fight of the
parliamentary wooden sword and tin trumpet. No! The battle is being
fought outside the legislature, out in the cold and bitter struggle
between man and master, out in the cruel world of robbery and wrong,
in the workshop and the mine, in the blind, fierce contest of the poor
against conditions which are sucking all the brightness out of their hives.
Your brand new labor member cannot deal with this matter. To fight
in this battle a man must enter the ranks of the people, upon common
ground, upon terms of social equality, agitating in favor of Anarchy
and the free communal life.

Hear what comrade Kropotkine says about the absurd position the
law-maker occupiles. “ Your representative is expected to give an
opinion—a vote—on the entire series, varied to infimity, of fhe questions
which may arise in this immerse machine—the centralised State. He
must vote cn the dog-tax and the reform of university education, with-
out ever having put his foot within a university or known what a sport-
ing dog was. He must decide as to the advantages of a magazine rifle,
and a site for a government stud farm. He will vote about the foot
and mouth disease, guano, tobacco, primary education and the sanitation
of towns, about Hong-Kong and Central Afriea, and the ehimney pots
of the Greenwich observatory. He, who has never seen soldiers, except
on parade, will distribute an army corps, and without having seen an
Indian he will make and unmake laws for India. He will vote for the
helmet or the bearskin for soldiers, according to the taste of his wife.
He will protect one article and sacrifice another. He will kill the vines
in France while trying to save them. He will vote for plantations
instead of pasture, and will again protect pasture against forest land.
He will ruin some canal for the sake of a railway without ever knowing
in what part of the country one or the other is. He will add new ar-
ticles to the penal code without ever having read it. A Proteus, omni-
scient and omnipotent, one day a military man, another a pig breeder,
by turns banker, academician, cleaner of sewers, physician, astronomer,
druggist, stock-broker, or merchant according to the order of the House,
he will stop at nothing. Accustomed as he has been in his capacity of
barrister, or journalist, or speaker at public meetings, to talk about
what he does not understand, he will vote on all these questions, and
while in his newspaper he amuses old fogies with his articles, at the
assizes he keeps sleepy judges awake with his eloquence, and in the
““House” his opinion makes the law for thirty or forty millions of
people.”

The foregoing aptly describes the absurdity and conceit of the legis-
lator’s position we recommend it to the authors of the Fabian Manifesto.



50 | FREEDOM.

July, 1892,

— — B

.

-

e

' o is this political chicanery to a certain extent. There'’s
ﬁeﬂ?&gmyand wgrdly advantage in it, a glat of epportunities for
the ambitious young man with a polished surface and a maximum of
" TFor we must confess we never yet knew or heard of anybody
r to help the workers by parliamentary means without in the end
trying to “boss” him. The manifesto concludes by saying that what
ave said is all they or any other society can honestly say to the
pkers. Well, if it is all they have to say, the workers will not be

very much benefited by the existence of the Fabians. .
And now the Anarchist Communist has a little to say ; the advice he
gives to the workers is to study the history of all government and they
will find that, however good its intentions, it inevitably becomes an
.obstructive element in social life. 'We must accustom ourselves to the
idea of no rule, no man-made laws, no doing of that by others which
we are, or ought to be, able to do for our.selv%. Let the worker vo}un’-,
tarily organise for productive purposes in free .groups,  voluntarily,
any compulsory organisation has no lasting strength and, and
there iz no need for any compulsion in the matter as the interdepend-
ent condition of the workpeople in the various trades and industries
must of itself create a spontaneous organisation. This would be free
communal life and the best form of social relationship. Norule of man
by man, no voting away of individuality, no authority, no penalties im-
by the ‘human humbug” the law maker, but a new life, a new
morality with the fullest opportunities for physical and mental develop-
ment.
Furthermore we say : Be no longer the shuttle-cock of party,
- whether Labor, Socialist or anything else ; be not moved into a lunatic
enthusiasm over general elections, but them as a sad remnant of
what we are glad to believe is a decaying superstitiom. “Let the work-
people remember that when they begin to think and act for themselves the
- law-maker drops into oblivion. He can only exist where dependence
and servility are. To the Fabians and their like we say: in spite of
university education, try to learn more of the life around you, try
to develop the desire for freedom inherent in every human lgreast,.,
We know too many people who lay more importance upon an “ aspirate
being sounded than upon the utterance of the highest truths, if ungram-
“matically expressed. Be of the people while you may. If you try to
rule them, you place yourselves outside their lives, their sympathies and
their suffering, and in the time to come you will share the fate of all
that is useless and harmful.

REIGN OF HUNGER.

V. —REMEDIES. :

' Ir monopoly, exploitation, domination, resulting in artificial social
inequality, are the main causes of our wretched, unsatisfied condition,
it can only be remedied by such measures as will check and tend to
stamp out these diseases of humanity. From this point of view every-
thing which makes it easier for men individually to hoard wealth they
do not need, or to get the better of others, extracting a selfish benefit

for themselves out of their loss, or to lord it over their: fellows is bad.

- On the other hand, whatever discourages this, and inecites or helps men
to create wealth for thie common use, or mutually to aid and serve one
another, or each to hold in reverence his fellow’s freedom of thought,

feeling and action is This, roughly speaking, is the test by which
we try all schemes and methods of reform. '

It cannot be too often or too strongly stated that the end we Anarch-

18t Communists have in view is to purify social co-operation, to make it
healthier—not to destroy it. No section of the Socialist party recog-
nises more fully than we do that co-operation for existence is essential
to the very nature of man, a prime necessity of his development in the fu-
ture as it has been in the past. And it is because we have such firm faith

An the social instincts and inclinations of mankind that we are not
‘afraid to face the destruction of institutions when we believe them
‘harmful. All institutions and methods of co-operating for existence
are the outcome of something far deeper and stronger than they: the
.nature of man himself. Tt is only to people who look no further than
the mere outside of things that it seems as if society—human fellow-
ship and co-operation—would be destroyed if this or that custom or
institution were abolished or even altered. Law, government, private
property, the family (as an artificially guarded unit), theology, estab-
lished moral codes and sanctions all may go and yet men will retain the
feelings and desires of which these are but perverted or insufficient
expressions, will still associate and with and help each other, and come
to a common understarnding as to how to do it, because this is their
nature. Ounr quarrel with the present society is not because it is social,
‘but. because it is still so very partially socialised. We want not to
separate men, but to bring them closer together. It is because we
believe that law, government, private property are continually working
to keep men apart and hostile to each other that we desire the abolition
of these elements of discord,, We want to get rid of all the elements
in the existing method of social co-operation which go to create or keep
up an artificial inequality. We want to get rid of the social obstacles
which at present make it impossible for each individual to live out his
life, to develop healthily and fully his whole nature. Having found
out what we believe to be these obstacles, these causes of artificial ine-
quality, the great question for us, one and all, is what steps can we take
to clear our social life of them.

- This is the one all-absorbing question of our time, asked to-day in
every variety of tone by the awakened of all civilised lands, Tt is the
one great aim before which all other objects of interest and pursuit

seem tame and secondary. Until this problem is solved there is no rest

_disease, this perverted tendency, is in itself an evil.

for mankind, no peace for society. If we see this, if it is a ('m_wiction
that has eaten deep into our minds and become a part of onr being, we
cannot rest until we find out what to do and how it may be done.
To appeal to government, to thg parliament or lo?al conncils which
profess to represent our interest 1s usually the first idea of thc: aroused
citizen. The mnchinery may be cumbersome and most .nnmtls}factory,
but it is a power, something which we may hope to set in ‘motion, and
how can we poor workers or we few earnest men stir society and move
the masses of our fellows, or single-handed uproot the slow growths of
centuries. . ol .
But, as we have said, one of the main causés of the social inequality
under which we are growing is the pernicious inclination of man to rul.e
over man—the unnatural perversion of that cnergetic force of indi-
vidual self-assertive will which finds its true and natural outlet in the
mastery of adverse non-human forces or the protection of individual
dignity against the encroachments of domineering men. Therefore, as
we have also said, everything which tends to foster and increase this
For those who
understand this the idea that the misery caused by the rule of man by
man can be remedied by means of government and authority seems as
foolish as the drunkards delusion that his miserable craving is relieved
by * a hair of the dog that bit him.” As Jesus observed, if Satan cast
out Satan his kingdom cannot stand, consequently Satan does nothing
of the sort. If his power be invoked against hirself, he, being an
accomplished humbug, changes his shape merely, but his force remains
unbroken. If he is to be conquered, his vital energy must be drained
away. In other words, if you want to discourage and put an end to the
authority of men over each other, you must boycott government in every
convenient way, and do your utmost to divert human energy into
another channel. And the way to do this is assuredly not to begin by
calling upon the authorities to do this, that and the other, and directing
all men's attention to one form of government or another as the most
likely means of gaining their ends. The injudicious and time-serving
appeals of a certain section of Socialists are likely to end by giving this
social evil of government a new lease of life just when men are begin-
ning to realise their folly in putting up with the older forms of it.
And all the social changes they want could be brought about both more
effectually and more quickly by other and less questionable means.
For, after all, soctal changes cannot be made by authority, they must
grow up from the hearts and minds of the masses. What law, what
rules, what commands of popularly elected officials can bring about that
change in men’s inclinations and feelings and thoughts in their whole

~attitude towards one another, which is implied by the transition from

inequality to equality ¢ The problem to be solved to-day is no question

for a party or a clique to face and conquer on behalf of the community.

It exists in the daily life of all the people, and the mass of the people
alone can take effective action in the matter. Political action, therefore,
as at present understood, being, firstly, contrary to our principles, to
the wider expediency which considers the means to be used always in
the light of the end to be attained, and, secondly, being, as we believe,
inadequate for the purpose, what are we to do instead ?

All great social changes must come from the hearts and minds of the
people. The people to-day are hungry and miserable, being driven by
pressure of circumstances to revolt somehow. The first thing to do is
to rouse them to a consciousness—not of their hunger and misery, of
that they are conscious enough—but of the causes of it and, above all,
that those causes can be touched, altered, removed by human endeavour.
We must rouse others, as we have been roused ourselves, to a sense that
this special form of social co-operation amongst the cogs and cranks of
which they seem now to be entangled and crushed is no irresponsible
machinery, but a voluntary combination of sensient beings, THE coNDI-
TION OF WHICH THOSE BEINGS CAN CHANGE TO-DAY if they set them-
selves the task and REALISE WHAT CHANGES THEY REALLY DESIRE. If
a large proportion of the English people really understood and desired
free and equal co-operation amongst themselves, they have the power in
their hands to start it at once, in spite of all the landlords and capital-
1sts, governors and soldiers in the country. Not by means of ballot
boxes nor by means of dynamite bombs, simply' by means of straight,
open, manly, united action. For instance, by a general strike, or even
a strike in all the leading industries and means of communication, the
workers could bring existing industrial machinery to a dead stop. They
could render monopoly of capital useless to the capitalist and land
valuless to the landlord. Within a few days they might find themselves
virbually masters of the means of labor, able to meet their former
employers on equal terms, as fellow citizens, free to join or not such
and such a co-operatjve group, but having no power whatever to hinder
their fellows from using the land or any of the instruments of produc-
tion. No army or police or government could hinder such a movement
as this, if it were general and unanimous. All their weapons and dis-

cipline and red tape and judicial terrors would be rendered absolutely

futile by it. How can they drive back again uuder the yoke of the old
economic system masses of workers who, in every town, every industrial
centre all over the conntry, openly and flatly decline to put a finger to
any of that work upon which the daily and hourly life of the whole
community depends, unless they do so as their own masters, co-operating
with one another on terms of equality, directing their own labor as
they think fit, each having an equal claim to the free use of the land
and capital required and an equal claim to use what he produces or to
decide in common with his fellow workers how it may best be employed.
When the men and women of England have the energy, the courage,
the intelligence to act like this then the great root causes of the Reign
of Hunger will be destroyed.
(70 be continued. )
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