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OCTOBER

[n eommemoration of the legal murder and imprisonment of

THE CHICAGO ANARCHISTS,

who, while working in connection with the Kight Hour .\luvument,
were seized and brutally hanged by the Democratic Government of
America, on November 11th, 1887,
and also so protest against the outrageous sentences passed on our

Walsall Comrades,

y the vietims of a police plnt.

A PUBLIC MEETING

WANR, BE HELD ON

NOVEMBER 11th, 13892,

SOUTH PLACE INSTITUTE

(CIOSG to Broad-street and .\'unl'g:ttu—stl‘twt St:ttiun.ﬂ.)

FRIDAY,

M —
Speakers .

C. W. Mowbray, J. Tochatti, A. Henry,
J. Creaghe, Louise Michel, P. Kropotkine,
Yanovsky, J.C. Atterbury, Malatesta,
C. Morton.

———. D e et e e e — » — —_— - —

AS YOU WERE!

|1

Tue Labor Parliamentary Session 1s over and ‘as you were’ 1s the
order of the day.” Thus said the *“ Workman's Times,” when summing
up the results of the Trades Union Congress for 1832, But we were
loth to think that the gathering together of so many sons of labor and
their chosen represantatives should have no result whatever, and pre-
ferred to believe that the man on the “ Workmen’s Times” was but a
carping critic whose wish was father to his unmannerly remark. How
ever, the reading of the newspaper-reports and Miss Clementina Black's
articles in the ** Pall Mall Gazette,” 13th and 14th September, wherein
she gives some aspects of the Congress, which she attended as a delegate,
certainly does not encourage us to think that the Trades Unions have
got ** much forrader.” “The manners and good feeling of the Con
oress,” says Miss Black, ‘were surprisingly improved, _but: it must be
mute:«ed that there was a certain falling off in fervour ”; which being
mtmpnvtml might mean that the British Workman has learned to U'b_]t‘tt
to the secretary of his Parliamentary Committee without throwing his
boots at him, and so Mr. Fenwick’s anomalous position as secretary to a
committee advocating the FKight Hours Bill, which he opposes as an
M.P., was discussed without breaking of heads. The New Unionism
that but a short while back was in a despised minority ruled the roast
and the doses of Parliamentarism, which have been swallowed by the
unions meanwhile, had apparently the effect of narcotising the
members with the result that almost unbroken dulness pervadgd the
Congress. Miss Black tells us that on looking through the resolutions
put and passed she was much struck by the demand for registration,
inspection, examination and prohibition of all sorts. Nine resolutions
out of every ten asked for more legislation. To carry out one half
of these demands would require a special Parliamentary session ; and the
committee is bidden to promote a good deal of legislation wHICH HAS AS
MUCH CHANCE OF BEING CARRIED INTO EFFECT AS A MEASURE FOR OBTAIN-

ING REGULAR ALTERNATIONS OF RAIN AND SUNSHINE. The italics are
not Miss Black’s, who perhaps penned the conclusion of her sentence
without being fully conscious of the truth it t'nnt;lim'\l. Now

it is because we believe the righting of the workers’ wrongs by legisla-

tion to be as nn[m\\lhlv as the compelling of sunshine by the erection of
a weather-cock that we preach so pm\htt ntly the doctrine of “ Put not
your trusts in Parhaments.” The Oriental slave bows his head me ekly
to the stroke of the despot murmuring * Kismet! Tt is fate.” The
slave of the West eats his bitter bread and drinks the waters of afflic-
tion saying ‘* It 18 law.” 1t is only when his burdens lwcnuw perfectly
intolerable that he will assert his manhood instead of abi ding the
scrutiny of the ballot box.

For the good mauner and the good feeling of the C ONgress wWe are
grateful, but the aching of our stom: wha, %pnltuul and temporal, which
\ntt words fail to fill, oompels us te ask for something more. Searching
therefore for some crumbs at least wherewith to stay ourselves, we find
only two morsels such as these. Instead of \\l\]\lll" to exclude foreiem
workmen from the unions, it is proposed to bring them in and pay them
at union rates ; and also that foreign goods should be excluded from
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our markets not because they are foreign, but because the producers of
them are 1ill- pui«l These items show that internationalism—a most
necessary and important feature in revolution—is not losing ground.

The second morsel was the motion of a woman delegate, thn amend-
ments were brought forward concerning the reconstruction of the
Congress. These amendments aimed at putting “more proportional
power into the hands of the stronger unions.” The woman-delegates
motion represented how heavily the expense of representation presses
upon the poor and small women’s unions, and pleaded for terms which
would allow the young and weak unions to have a chance of coming in
contact with those that were better organised and more experienced.
The Congress decided to demand only £1 instead of £2 as admittance
fee for the first thousand members, thus making unionism more possible
for those bodies of workers numbering under 1000. The brotherly
feeling for the poorer worker, as says Miss Black, is surely one of the
most hopeful features of to-day’s Trade Unionism.

The only stir that was ;wl(eptxlh during this very dull Congress
was over the question of Labor Reprcwntatu-n when an Aberdonian
moved that the word “ Independent” should be inserted before the
word Labor. The division on this point showed 141 for to 140 against.
It would have been interesting to know of what elass of society were
the 140 timid delegates, who feared to assert themselves even at a Con-
gress as independent of either of the big political parties. Were they
BONA FIDE working men or amateurs ¢

To the journalistic world the most interesting feature of the entire
proceedings was Miss Hicks's—we mean the Duke of York's trousers.
Mr. Edward Bellamy in the “ New Nation,” a few weeks back, said we
should never get anything out of the capitalist class except through
fear, and the flutter among the merchant taillors at the West End
almost made onc think that their panic at seeing an unpleasant truth
about their methods of employing cheap labor to adorn the limbs of the
gilded youth would be productive of some great and immediate change in
the condition of at least one branch of workers. But so far the outcome
has been only mueh buzzing and considerable lying. If the workers want
decent homes and bealthv workshops they must themselves INsisT upon
having them. We shouls 1 have liked the Trades Union Congress, on hear-
Ing Miss Hicks's statements, to have passed a resolution pledo'n« EVETY
man and woman to wmbme for the immediate betterment of their own
and their neighbors’ domestic workshops; for although we may have
nupunm made into the Sweatime \w\trm AD INFINITUM, DO one but the
workers themselves either should be or really can be responsible for the
sanitary condition of their lives. It is our own fault if vear after year
passes l)\ and leaves us as we were

That Trade Unionism could lm-uuw an immense revolutionary force
15 an undoubted fact. Indeed it must and will become one. or it must
give place to other forms of combination which will grasp the sconomie
question as something of a flexible nature and deal with it accom dingly.
The question of the Universal Strike (such as we described rec »~ntlv n
the articles * Reign of Hunger ™) or of a universal understanding and
common agreement among the workers of the civilised world m: st take
first place among the questions discussed at Trades Union Congcresses.
But perhaps this cannot be before offic 1lism—the old man of the sea
that hampers all spontaneity—has been thrown off ; at least in so far
as 1t presumes to be a controlling force.

The Coming Commune.

ONE looks mto the future. One rubs the smoke of \\‘;‘rfa_rg out of

eyes that would see acress the turmoil of active revolution into what
lies beyond.

Pmlubl\ the Anarchists will gather closer than ever together. Indi-
viduals llltO eroups, groups mnto larger groups, and then again into
great masses of men and women linked with the Living bond of good
faith and comnr: ule\hlp These will be able to begin their commune.
unhindered, over a given territory. I do not think it can be hoped
that THIS revolution, now beummnw will convinece the whole of human-

e N

ity that it had better try the great experime nt. The first free com-
mune will be local. Those who don't * see ™ it will be free to
depart. Those who long for it and believe in it will flock to it, from
the uttermost ends of the earth. Need we say whether \\’L‘(.\llmhl.‘t\\\
or they (the wupholders of pn«eut C: \putwlbm
will be best off' for \Vi“ill“ \\'Ul‘kt‘lﬁ, for \lu\\r llltclh"ence fﬂl‘ lOft\
moral 1deals, for economic common-sense, for mutual good-will, and
for the great social strength that comes of abundant hup« ¢! Nature—
the natural *law and order” of life itself—will be on our side The
“Stream of Tendency” will make our way. Evolution will et on
fastest in our society of FREED CHARACTERS. ‘

and gov ernment)
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Well : How will the commune be worked ? How could it be worked ?
Let us see. Imagine a community, formed of existing human nature
just as it is—with all its jumble of strengths and weaknesses, meanness
and nobleness, virtues and vices,—to start with ; and relieved from all
compulsion as to what it will do next. Those who study human nature
chiegy on paper, and with the help of cooked statistics, te]l us that evil
is checked and good encouraged by ORGANISED DISCOMFORT ; a little, of
some kind or other, for everybody; a great deal, of a very dreadfl’tl
kind, for a large majority. We offer flat denial to this; for we don’t

to books and statistics for our estimate of the common human
elements, but to the open tale told us by the flesh and blood, the life
and action, of the fellow creatures of all sorts and conditions among
whom our lot is cast. And we don’t believe in discomfort as a penacea for
moral or social short-comings. And we do believe iz SCOPE, as needful
for the exercise of all the lurking, dormant sincerity, sympathy and
wer of self-government which is as yet hidden away under that colos-
sal difficulty of securing physical subsistenca, o

Imagine now our community, complete within lf,self.. A village—a
city—a province—-or a whole country has made up its mind to the bold
experiment. Private property is abolished by common consent. Every
one in the community wakes in the morning absolutely sure that ho has
as much right to be housed, fed, clothed, and at work, as any one else.
Absolutely sure, too, that there is enough of everything for himself ;
and that he may take it with an easy mind, since there is also enough
for every one he cares for; for every one he knows; and that every
stranger he meets is the same lucky case as himself.. Also he knows
that, come what may of accidental misfortune, no one at all will grudge
or will make difficult and expensive to him the help he needs in order
to overcome the misfortune. No one grudges him anything. How
civil he feels to them for it! He does not grudge them anything either.
He goes off with a will, to see how he can best be useful to cverybody.

Every one meanwhile is at liberty to retain the use of that which HE
needs AS MUCH AS ANY OTHER NEEDS IT. If an object exist unused,
which is exactly what A needs in order to carry on his avocation, then
B, whose nominal property it was before, hands it over (having first
dusted off the cobwebs which his own non-requirement of it had caused
to settle upon it). C similarly concedes to B balf the use of something
exactly appropriate to B's need, because hitherto C has had twice as
much of it as he could use, and B was meanwhile hampered by not hav-
ing enough. Well now, when A has thus been helped by B and B by
C, how do these aided persons feel inclined to act ? We need not wait
for the commune to find out! This kind of action, fortunately, goes
on (in a hampered, pitious way, truly; but still goes on), in the very
midst of and to the infinite discrediting of the present execrable system.
It was by chance my lot once to live in a house with communistically
inclined people. They were not professed Anarchists ; it was only that
CHARACTER was too strong for CONVENTION in their case, and of course I,
as a convinced and theoretical Communist, found myself in clover. We
were supposed to be on a “business” footing with one another! But
we coULD NoT keep up the farce. We never knew quite what the other
owed us ; we felt a strong sense of general indebtedness to one another,
though ; and, without anything to drive us to it, we somehow got all
our rights; while our duties, and monies, and necessaries (of luxuries
there were none possible) were mixed up; and accounts became the
more difficult to keep on both sides, the easier and happier we were in
consequence of the services mutually and spotaneously rendered. It
was a tiny, impromptu, unavowed commune under one unpretending
roof. And doubtless hundreds of Anarchists could tell the same tale.
Were not mankind rorcED to keep to the artificial rules inposed by a
vile system, based on self-interest and economic tyranny, nine-tenths of
the many forms of social misery and of social evils would cure them-
selves. Human nature is not by any means perfect or * divine ”; but
it is also not by any means (EVEX YET, after long ages of mis-manage-
ment) the desperately evil and perverse thing that governments assume
it to be. Why, that tale of the Paris Commune, and of the enthusiasm
even reaching to the strong-hold of hitherto-encouraged selfishness in
middle-class breasts, is indication enough of the way’ human nature
WANTS to go, and would feel happiest in going, if it were not for the
curse of that vile thing—wmoxEY ; the love of which one of old time
truly stigmatised as “ the root of all evil.”

But to return to our Communistic A, B and C. How, when relieved
themselves, do they at first feel inclined to act? If vERY miserable
before, a little time will perhaps be given up to sheer, heedless enjoy-
ment of the welcome relief. Who would grudge them the time needful
for unwinding ! The sense of relief wiLL, with many, just at first, out-
weigh all else. The steam will have to be let off, before the faculties
can settle down to sober work. If those who have yielded the aid are,
meanwhile, communistic at heart,and have a good “ bump of causality ”
to boot, they will not be dismayed at this nor forthwith cry back to
authority, mistrusting the newly emancipated human nature prema-
turly. Rather, they will find some measure of reward themselves in
seeing even the recklessness caused by that new thing—happiness. For,
oh ! the joy of beholding joy! And if they have patience the tide will
turn of its own .

The contract having been virtually and universally made throughout
the community that, in exchange for being let live, it is hoped that

eryone will do what he or she can to help others to live, a feeling of

-

- being in debt will arise in all but a very few morally-crippled wretches

cts of the damnable system of self-interest—and as it arises
ompt them to exertion on behalf of the community. Bob, hav-

sccepted Dick’s extra pair of boots, feels his own gain ; and he also
feels that he wants to do Dick a turn ; so he offers to shoulder Dick’s
spade or pick and do half-a-day’s work for him, so that Dick may get a

chance of going to the dentist to get an aching tooth seen to, or attend
that lecture which will be of particular use to him. At first, of course,
there will be rest, rest, and little but rest, for the half-dead victims of
hideous overwork and underfeeding, toilers for whom life has been hither-
to one long, weary agony; and at first there will assuredly be a great deal
of work left to be done for themselves by those who have hitherto bad
nothing to do but amuse and dress themselves, and attend drawing-room
meetings ; and at whose door (though they hardly realised it) the whole
of the misery and nearly all the evil-doing of society has lain. They
will have to work if they are to live; for, ror THESE, the others will
not, at first, particularly care to work. And so they will learn fo be
self-helpful, and to like the growing sense of ability and of real, indi-
vidual, social value. And honor and the aid of eomrades will soon
become the reward of the bravest of them. The erewhile mercenary
millionaire will have to hew wood and carry water for himself and
family ; your sporting idler will have to groom his own horse, if so be
that a horse be needed for him to work with. But after all such are
not likely to join our free commune at all.

And everywhere men and women will put their heads actively to-
gether to arrange how to work things with best economy, with least
friction, with utmost good-will and fair play to all. Contracts will be
entered into by individuals; by groups of individuals; and to work
they will go.

Who will do the dirty work ¢ Who? Well, I, for one, if no one
else will, Half-a-day of it at a time. 1 shall still get some time for
my writing, and enjoy it all the more. And I am assuredly no excep-
tion in instantly feeling that THAT is the answer to this silly question.
Those will do the dirty work who WoULD RATHER DO IT THEMSELVES
THAN SEE IT GO UNDONE. And their example will draw on others ; and
the reward is certain. The community will honor these, and individ-
uals will love and trust them very specially; and will fully make it
up to them for their dirty work. You see, in the new community no
one will have to give his or her wHOLE time to any job, dirty or clean ;
and that makes a great difference to the hardship of doing the world’s
unpleasant jobs. Those who do disagreeable work in the morning will
be specially welcomed at fétes in the afternoon ; and vice versa. If
they have to learn the work first while those who have been used to do
it look on and shirk, then I think it is the shirkers who are likely to
feel queer. * Here, let me show you! It ain't half so troublesome as
all that!” And I should not be surprised if skill at even dirty work after
all kept the fit man in the fit place, here as everywhere else ; and the
more so since all CASTE distinctions will have melted into the nothing-
ness that they really are; and no sort of disgrace or humiliation be
attached ever again to any honest and useful employment whatever.

A little * hither and thither,” and trying of hands at new jobs, if
only for the natural longing for a change—for an uUNwWIND—may be
common at first ; but all will settle down eventually; becanse it will
have to, at risk of the awful old system creeping into existence again.

Then as to trade, or rather exchange, with the non-communistic parts
of the world? Well, that can go on much as heretofore, only the
traders will have to manage without money, and take our wares in kind.
Our Commune will of course have nothing to do with * protection.”
Everyone will be at liberty to come and exchange his products, and wiil
get for them what the commune can spare. There will be no selling or
buying in the old sense of the word ; and no profit-making for individ-
uals. I think that the outside world will find it easy, and pleasant, and
serviceable to themselves to do business with us, And we shall have
no interest whatever in cheating them.

Then as to war? I incline to the belief that a community behaving
in the way 1 have described would be more likely to allure adherents
than enemies. I think that if we do harm to none, no one will want
to annex us in the sense of forcing their institutions upon us ; and that
1s the only sense in which we should object to be reckoned as part of
this territory or that on the maps. I think a certain amount of chi-
valry might actually be felt in the world at large regarding us! But if
attacked, of course we should have to defend ourselves, There are
many ways of doing this. The revolution will have taught us how !
What says Walt Whitman ?—

““1 dreamed in a dream, I saw a city invincible to the attacks of the whole of
the rest of the earth ; I dreamed that was the new city of Friends. Nothing
was greater there than the quality of robust love ; it led the cest. It was seen

:
sver h?ur in the actions ol’ the men of that city ; and in all their looks and
words.’

And again :(—

‘“I hear it was charged against me that I sought to destroy institutions., But
really I was neither for nor against institutions. (What, indeed, have Iin com-
mon with them ? or what with the destruction of them !) Only I will establish

. in every city. . . . inland and seaboard, and in the fields and woods, and
above every keel, little or large, that dents the water, without edifices or rules
or any government, the institution of the dear love of comrades.

And once again :—

“Is it a dreamm ! Nay, but the lack of it a dream
And failing it life’s lore and wealth a dream
And all the world a dream.”

A DBrighton comrade sends us the following verses :—

Oh, busy bees of England and the world !

How long will ye consent to work and starve ?
Shall Freedom’s banner be for ever furled,

While priestcraft prates, and tyrants scoff and laugh !

Upﬁ up ! avenge the insults! Take your own !
ehold prolific Natures bounteous spread ;
Then wherefore toil and want, and sweat and groan,
Still wishing you were counted with the dead ?
. LAWRENCE.
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