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of iiodern civilised world can find no better means of suppressing the new
id< * tey dread so much than by the worn out methods of the prison cell and 
the gz lows. Their efforts will be as fruitless as were the fires of Smithfield or 
the cr> ^s of Pagan Rome in crushing the revolutions of the past. The great 
chang< ye are working for is bound to come, and who knows but that the closing 
years < this century may witness the emancipation of the people from want and 
misery Only let our friends remember that a great cause needs self-sacrifice 
and co ’ age on the part of all for its final victory. Give my love to X i' tor, and 
do not -< orry about me, as I am well enough in health, anl hope to see you all 
by thi- ime next year.

Yours faithfully,
D. J. Nicoll.

J. Tochatti : Friends, we are met to commemorate the “ Legal 
Murder” of the Chicago Anarchists and to protest against the brutal 
senteip es passed upon our Walsall Comrades and the imprisonment of 
our friend D. Nicol).

Last Tuesday Mrs. Maslin and myself visited Nicoll at Chelmsford 
Prison We were locked in a room with an iron grating, which looked 
into a passage, and at the opposite side was another grating through 
which ,-e could see our comrade. He was looking fairly well and in no 
way d: inted ; bravely bearing the isolation which might have told fear­
fully v nn his active and energetic nature. He had been looking for­
ward J the few scraps of information from the outside world to feed 
upon :r.r the next three months. We asked him, if he was still ‘‘oak 
pickin ” ? He replied—No; that he had got on very badly with that, 
and had been put on letter bag making, but he hoped to be able to sur- 
rnunt the oakum picking difficulty. We asked him why ? “Because 
I might get into trouble again,” he replied. He was much gratified to 
learn that his boy had been well looked after by the comrades. He 
suggested that a demonstration should be held in February next, to 
demand the release of the Walsall prisoners, and to point out that they 
had been made the victims of a police plot. He also expressed the hope 
that I’non our next visit we might be able to inform him that the 
“ Commonweal ” was once more being circulated.

Some challenge the wisdom of our Comrade Nicoll, who, by the way, 
would be one of the last persons in the world to claim infallibility for 
himself; but, we say, “ Such men are the salt of the earth I ”

We are advised by our Fabian friends to go in for the propaganda of 
permeation, to advocate the taxing of ground rents, one man one vote, 
and other palliative measures equally effective but too numerous to 
mention. Look at America ! Votes bought and sold in the open mar­
ket, while capitalism reigns supreme over a nation of willing wage slaves. 
What reason have we to suppose that we shall effect more with the 
Ballot Box than they ? The advice to “ permeate ” is about as reason­
able as to suggest the cleansing of a sewer by emptying into it a bottle 
of Eau-de-Cologne. “ Experience,” says Malatesta, “ has shewn it is 
impossible to hit upon an electoral system which really ensures election 
by the actual majority.” The political parties prate about the greatest 
good of the greatest number; they say, “You Anarchists believe in 
force.” What is life but a game of mere force ? And the “ divine 
will” simply means “les gros bataillons.” We believe in right as 
against mere force. We believe in protective force, which is but the 
instinct of self-preservation. What is Anarchist Communism but the 
right of our individual liberty, limited only by the similar rights of 
others ? But we sav with Lingg, “ If vou cannonade us we will dvna- 
mite you.” If I as a Socialist should be imprisoned or should have to 
die for mv convictions (and I have no desire, if the death be a painful 
one), I shall die, not that I want to promote the greatest happiness of 
the greatest number, but because in maintaining my own truth I shall 
lie allying myself to that truth which must coincide with the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number. This is the doctrine of progress for 
which our Comrades are in prison and for which the Chicago Martyrs 
died. aBHfaj

Agnes
since last we met here to commemorate the legal murder of the Chicago 
martyrs. But I will not dwell on them personally, as after all the best 
commemoration of their lives and deaths is in the active spreading of 
the prop^anda, of the principles for which they died. They said 
themselve.. that their deaths would speak more eloquently for the An­
archist < use than their living tongues could do—and so indeed it has 
been..

Let us fv a moment review our position—the state of society around 
us and our position as an Anarchist party. What do we find ? Still 
misery around us, its much, perhaps more, misery in London and in Eng­
land than last winter. More unemployed, larger and ever recurring 
strikes. On the other baud, more capitalist tyranny and oppression, 
more brutal want of consideration for the workers. See, for instance, 
the rouse of the great railway accident the other day. The signalman, 
worn out with the nursing of his sick child at night \fter his b?rd ’ d»r’ 
is refused the leave of absence he applies for,' and consequent^ the

Friday Nov. lltli witnessed the largest revolutionary meeting ever 
held within the wall of South Place Institute, with the exception of the 
Commune celebration meeting in '8G. From all parts of London, the 
Anarchists flocked to celebrate, as C. Mowbray said, their Good Friday, 
sacred to the memory of five instead of one martyr. By 8 p.m. there 
was scarce standing room in the hall, and almost all of the vast audience 
remained to the end of the speeches. Their attention, and the tre­
mendous ^applause with which they greeted the stirring sentences that 
touched their hearts with hope for the future, showed that the 
doctrines of Anarchist-Communism had spread considerably during the 
past year. Telegrams of fraternal greeting and commemorative of the 
occasion were received from Aberdeen, Glasgow, Newcastle and Man­
chester, and were read, as usual, when handed in, by whichever comrade 
happened to be speaking at the time. The speeches were agreeably 
diversified by the splendid singingof the Com. Arbeiter-Bildungs-Verein 
Choir, ably conducted by comrade Flicke. To defray expenses, a collec­
tion was made amounting to T4 Os. 9d. We give below the main points 
of most of the speeches made during the evening.

Mowbray : We have met to-night to commemorate the fifth anni­
versary of the murder of our Chicago comrades, and further to protest 
against the brutal sentences passed upon our comrades of Walsall for 
what was really a police plot, got up by Melville aided by the two 
dirtiest tools it has ever been the lot of a government to use, Coulon, 
the notorious Dublin “ Crimp,” and McCormack, the London pick­
pocket, and also to express sympathy with our brave Comrade Nicoll, 
the Editor of “ Commonweal,” a letter from whom I shall presently 
read. The gathering to-night shows that our Comrade Spies’ words were 
really true when on the gallows he said, there will be a time when our 
silence will be more powerful than the voices you strangle to-day ; that 
time is come. The commemoration meetings this year prove it. 
These men’s names deserve to be honored as names of brave, honest, 
determined, aye, and fearless workers in the cause of humanity. Un­
like many of the supine leaders of the labor movement, they stand out 
in bold relief as dauntless champions, as men whom neither place nor 
position in the service of governments could turn from what they knew 
to be true. The Christians have a day set apart, Good Friday, to com­
memorate the death of one man who 1800 years ago led the class 
war of his time and was murdered by a brutal bourgeoise, shall we not 
also have a day set apart as our holiday in order to meet from year to 
year to repeat the message given us by the five martyrs whom we honor. 
Ihe government of America were panic-stricken when they heard of 
the murder of a few brutal ruffians, who had killed and maimed unof­
fending workeis whose only crime wils their poverty and misery ; look 
at the murders perpetrated every day in the name of civilisation. We 
are called brutal dynamiters by the people who do not hesitate to use 
dy naiuite upon poor, unoffending Soudanese or Kaffirs. “ Brutal ! ” 
Our message is one of brotherhood to the whole human race, the aboli­
tion ot the cause of the necessity for war and all its attendant horrors. 
Comrades who were desirous of seeing the movement spread could do 
so by taking part in the organisation of the workers. (Comrade 
Mowbray here spoke of the propaganda work which has been going on 
hand in hand with the Trade Union movements in the East End.) To 
show our comrades in prison that through their sacrifice the cause is 
not dead, we ought to be able soon to send them copies of a new weekly 
Anarchist Communist paper. Let us see to it that we do our best in 
every way, to show ourselves worthy adherents of the cause for which 
oui imprisoned comrades are suffering and for which our brave martyrs 
died.

Letter from Nicoll.
Dear Comrades, X°r’ 5th’ 1892-

My health is still good, and although there is still a long time before 
me, the weeks do not drag so heavily as at first. After all, perhaps the 
length or the imprisonment, together with the total isolation from all mv friends, 
and the lack Of news from t e outside world, is the worst I have to put up with. 

\ re^ar‘‘.friends you mention who wish to see me, 1 should be very 
n'l?' V' ls1, e“ them, and shall, I hope, before the end of my imprisonment. 
ii 'to*1 ^?r Koothn*ss to Victor, and remember me to Kropotkine and

aU other friends who have enquired after me. 1 shall bo very pleased to sec 
rochatti, if he comes down, and I think it would bo well if he. Turner, and 

< rcaghe settled by mutual agreement the time of their visits. I am verv 
sorry to hear about the Weal. Could it not be started again as a monthly anil 
Ik® i^C' y.ec,klX rtt t,,p beginning of the spriug f If Creaghc could take
the editorship I think the paper could be made a success. It would bo a pity to 
let it drop entirely. Tell our friends that mv heart will be with them when they 
meet to commemorate our glorious martyrs. It is strange, surelv, that the rulers

COMMEMORATION of the CHICAGO MARTYRS
In London.

Henry : Comrades and Friends, Another year has passed

But I will not dwell on them personally, as after all the best
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accident! But this is only one of multitudes of cases of tyranny such 
as you all know and such as you read of in the pa pci's every day.

Again, we-see to-day more anxiety than ever among the middle classes 
to palliate the terrible condition of things among the poor. And almost 
feverish anxiety to avert the great social revolution which they so much 
dread. On the continent there is more and more determined persecu­
tion of all Anarchists, together with increased activity on the part ot 
the Anarchists themselves. In Spain the execution of four and the 
imprisonment of others at Xeres for taking partin a righteous rebellion 
of the poor, in the South of Spain ; in Belgium, the imprisonment of 
that noble man, Moineau, and his companions; in France, Germany and 
Italy the same. How many of our brave comrades are this moment in 
prison for the fight they maintained against the tyrannous oppression 
of governments and capitalism I But even in this country there are 
signs of fear on the part of the government and the ruling classes, as 
testified to by the outrageous sentences passed on the Walsall .narch- 
ists. Although it was known that they had been ensnared by » ®olice- 
plot, although they had made no bomb, but were known have 
ABANDONED THE ATTEMPT TO DO SO BEFORE THEY WERE ARRES ED, Still 
they were brutally condemned to ten years penal servitude !

There have been also this year several ominous signs of the great 
Revolution which is coming. Indications that, not base, but fine feel­
ing and generous men will not endure ever continuing oppression for 
ethers as well as themselves, but are driven in desperation to terrible 
and desperate acts, as was, for instance, Ravachol. (A voice : “ Let us 
have no R ivachols.”) If it were not for the justices and police system 
there would be no Ravachols. And, whatever we may think of any 
individual act, it is well that there is a point at which all mankind 
will not endure injustice and oppression.

Solely and entirely, therefore, for the principles they held, for the 
belief that it would be right to attack by all means in their power an 
iniquitous system were they so condemned.

Although here we have not yet such a degree of governmental pro­
secution, we have, on the other hand, more economic slavery, more 
misery and degradation, through the tyranny of capitalism, than in any 
other European country.

Still, on the whole, the proverbial English love for “ law and order ” 
is believed to be strong enough to check revolution in England and is 
taken advantage of by the Independent Labor Party and other so-called 
Socialists. In my opinion, no man is a true Socialist who believes in 
Parliamentary government, for there can be no Socialism without 
equality, and where there are governors and governed there can be no 
equality. A Parliament resting on brute force of the army and the 
unjust power of the law can never free the enslaved. So long as judges, 
lawyers, police and jailers, who forcibly support privilege, monopoly 
and all kinds of injustice form the supports of governments it is impos­
sible for governors to procure any true Socialism whatever.

Our task it is to teach the “ law-abiding ” Englishman that legal 
claim is no moral right, and to show society that at present “order” 
is not peace but merely the helplessness of misery and ignorance. We 
have to show that to believe in the tyranny of the civil law, upheld by 

• force, is as much a superstition now as the belief in the tyrannous creeds 
of churches has been in times past.

I cannot conclude without remembering our Comrade Nicoll, who is 
now enduring 18 months’ hard-labor. His sentence was another sign 
of the fear of the classes, for he was condemned for his manly protest 
against the inhuman sentence upon our Walsall comrades and because 
he is an Anarchist.

P. Kropotkine : We cannot better commemorate the death of our 
brethren of Chicago than by casting a glance on the progress of the 
ideas for which they lived and died, after having been so cruelly tortured 
for 18 long months by the American land and money grabbers. 

The beginnings of the Anarchist party were very modest. It was 
bom from a protest, which soon became a fierce struggle, against the 
authority constituted within the International Working Men’s Associa­
tion. This modest beginning concealed, however, a great principle—that 
of negation of authority altogether, in all relations between the mem­
bers of a Society, and a high ideal—that of a Society based upon the 
full liberty of the individual, and the free grouping of free individuals, 
free groups, and free federations of groups.

The party found support for its ideas from many quarters. It proved 
to be in accordance with the great work, the criticsm of authority, which 
was going on in the depths of the toiling classes. And it proved to be in 
accordance with the thought which has been of late occupying a more 
and more prominent position in the writings of modern philosophers. 

The idea grew ; it found support in both philosophy and science ; it 
developed. And however few the numbers of Anarchists were, the 
Anarchist idea was so much in accordance with the modern progress of 
thought that at this moment, we may say, that it has already deeply 
modified the current conceptions upon many vital questions connected 
with the great strife for the emancipation of man.

The conceptions as to the relative parts played by Evoli^ion and Re­
volution in the progress of mankind have totally changed <cf late. No 
intelligent man can now oppose Evolution to Revolution,—it being 
evident that both are only two aspects of the same progrgap. Checked 
Evolution calls forth a Revolution, and the principles proclaimed by a 
Revolution are applied to life by subsequent Evolution. Even some 
prominent Darwinians recognise now that revolutions have been neces­
sary parts of past organic evolution. The more so in human life: 
Revolution is a necessary part of human Evolution.

The conceptions upon authority have also immensely changed. Con­
fidence in it is being rapidly lost. While twenty years ago the advers­
aries of authority were treated by Social Democrats as fools, these same

Social Democrats are brought to bend before the disrespect for authority
which is felt in their own ranks. The State Socialists are now com
polled to repudiate State Socialism—at least in their programs—and 
they are compelled every day to part with the authority which t hey 
formerly considered as a necessary condition of Socialist success. The 
Social Democratic groups claim freedom for each one of themselves, and 
the formerly autocratic leaders are bound to recogniso this autonomy 
of the groups. The old argument as to the autonomous groups going 
to annihilate each other by their struggles would simply appear laugh­
able, if it were unearthed from the Social Democratic papers of twenty 
years ago and brought on the platforms of to-day.

You all remember the unhappy imaginary Commune of the authori­
tarian’s argument, which Commune was refused any indeperfdence on 
the ground that it would—our adversaries said—oppose any progress of 
the remainder of the nation. How often did we hear of this Iwgus 
Commune in our discussions! The argument would now appear simply
ridiculous. The most authoritarian Socialists are bound to inscribe the 
municipalisation of property in their programs, and to recognise the 
free Commune as a necessary basis of a free nation.•r

In Economics the idea of an entire reconstruction of the whole system
of production has become generally accepted. He who would now 
maintain that the Social Revolution must simply consist in every worker 
returning to his workshop and there sharing his part of the surplus 
value—he who would now repeat this formula of old Marxism—would 
simply appear a ghost of times past. The evil, we all know, is not in 
an unfair distribution of surplus value, it is not in low wages, nor in 
long hours,—but in the wage-system itself, in a wrong direction given 
to production under the wage-system, in the very possibility and exist­
ence of such a thing as what has been improperly named surplus value. 
And, in proportion as these ideas spread, the Communist ideal gains 
ground, and no thinking man would shudder now at the idea of Com­
munist Communes and communistically producing groups entering into 
free agreements for carrying on such matters ns require the agreement 
of many groups or many Communes. Yet twenty years ago such ideas 
were simply looked upon as foolish

At the same time, the impossibilty of representative government is 
being clearly demonstrated even within the Socialist party itself, not to 
mention larger groups such as cities, nations, ami federation of nations; 
the necessity of taking out of the hands of the State the functions 
which it has appropriated to itself, according as power fell more and 
more into the hands of the middle-class, becomes more and more evident. 
Not “ limitation of power ” but “ abolition of power ” becomes now a 
common watchword even outside our circles.

Another point—the free initiative of group and of individual,—also 
becomes more and more understood, even amidst the workers grouped 
under authoritarian programs. It becomes evident that initiative is
the only condition of progress within the Socialist party itself, and that 
in proportion as it is checked, regress in the party becomes inevitable. 
We Anarchists understand, and a number of others begin to understand
as well, that it is a.thousand times better that the workers, and the 
younger revolutionists altogether, commit the worst mistakes, or even 
faults, than to have the individual always guided, always directed, always 
obeying and never acting under his own free impulse and responsibility. 
All revolutions have been moments of free play of the individual, not 
moments of submission of the individual to an authority which may 
think itself very wise—but always represents only the average medioc­
rity of the past.

Anarchy was born as an expression of the deeply felt necessity of a 
thorough revising—not only of the present laws or economical relations, 
and their principles, but also of the very forms and habits of daily life. 
This work is going on rapidly and extends to ever wider spheres. The 
moral ideals of old are submitted to a thorough revision ; the sanction 
which they formerly received from religion, metaphysical philosophy, or 
custom, is attacked at its root; and the very anti-social theories which 
from time to time pi'ewail in our own ranks are, for us, simply tokens 
of a great work of thought which is going on in all classes of society, 
and especially among the workers. The cowards are afraid of this work. 
They would gladly reintroduce the whip of the State and the stake of 
the Church for fear that such theories might sap the foundations of 
moral feelings in human society. We are not afraid of these kind of 
opponents, however far they would go. The moral bases of society—and 
each society, human or animal, has such bases—are in danger, not from 
those of the working classes who throw overboard the old teachings, in 
order to find new, higher and sounder bases for public morality, but 
from those who hypocritically maintain that they respect the old bases 
and yet undermine public morality by the acts of their false lives. 
The anti-social views which we now have developed among ourselves are 
a protest against this hypocrisy. They are a work of epuration of the 
8tflling atmosphere of lies and sophisms which surround us, and they 
are the best proofs that society, as a whole, is thirsting for greater 
justice, for grander ideals, for more human relations among us.

In Science, in Literature, in Art, and in Philosophy, we now see go­
ing on a great movement of thought which gives further and wider 
support to the bases of that grand idea, Anarchy, which certainly will 
be the leading idea of the Evolution already spreading in tho civil­
ised world.

European thought, in all its branches, proves the correctness of the 
principles which were laid down by our predecessors in the Anarchist 
branch of the International Working Men’s Association. It proves 
that they had struck the right key, and hud inscribed on their banner 
such principles as really have become the basis of further Evolution 
among mankind. But what is to be done now in the practical field for 
a further development of our ideas ? The results hitherto achieved are
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But much remainH to be done, and what is the next task

vo ii> «i »»v*-» ------ -—— £- -int
is to make the Anarchist ideas permeate the great

grand.
bofore us ? ,

To tell my thoughts in a few words, I should say that the chief 
to be achieved now, L ------------------------ -------x------
labor movement which is so rapidly growing in Europe and America; 
and to do so by all those means, and only by such means, which are in 
strict accordance with our own principles—without any concession to 
the present authoritarian or narrow tendencies of the movement. To 
be in the movement, but yet always remain ourselves, without making 
any of those concessions which often seem to be expedient, but in the 
long run always prove to be an abandonment of true principles for a 
mere shadow of momentary success.

No one can underrate the importance of this labor movement for the 
coming revolution. It will be those agglomerations of wealth pro­
ducers which will have to reorganise production on new social bases. 
They will have to organise the life of the nation and the use w hich it 
will make of the hitherto accumulated riches and means of production. 
T}iey—the laborers, grouped together—not the politicians.

The importance of the movement is so well felt that you see now, 
especially in this country, how all parties court it in order to take pos­
session of it.

By all means,—let us not join in this struggle for supremacy. We 
cannot, we must not, nourish any such ideas as that of taking possession 
of the movement. We should cease to lie ourselves the day that any
such plan would be born in our minds. We do not want to take pos­
session of anything, just as we ourselves will surrender to none. And 
the more we keep aloof from any such dreams of ruling, the more 
ascendency our ideas will have in the movement.

But to bring our ideas into that movement, to spread them, by all 
means, among those masses which hold in their hands the future issue of 
the revolution, is our duty—a duty which we have not yet taken suf­
ficiently to heart.

After having had our period of isolation—during which period we 
have elaborated and strengthened our principles—let us now enter the 
“ wide, wide w’orld ” and propagate among the masses the ideas which 
we consider as the bases of the coming development. If we had no 
choice between either to cease to be ourselves or to remain isolated, we 
most certainly should choose the latter, and lay our hopes on the mere 
infiltration of right ideas which always succeed in the long run. But 
great obstacles always yield before the firm will of resolute men, and the 
obstacles which we now meet in our way will yield to us, being resolved. 
The collective intelligence, the individual initiative, and a firm will must 
break the walls which are now skilfully erected by political intriguers 
between the toiling masses and the teachers of Anarchist ideas. But 
these walls will be broken just as the walls which formerly separated us 
from the Social Democratic masses have been broken! And it is only 
in the great working masses-—supported by their energies, applied by 
them to real life—that our ideas will attain their full development. 
And the more we remain ourselves, the less we let ourselves be influ­
enced by the surroundings, the purer we keep the grand ideas which 
humanity has always endeavored to realise and which wre, having 
learned them from the unspoken ideal of the masses, now strive to bring 
to life within the masses—the purer we keep these ideas, the greater 
will be their effect.

Our aim is very grand, and the very obstacles must stimulate the 
energy to realise it. History shows us that the Anarchists have now re­
mained the sole bearers of the Socialist ideal which inspired the great 
movement of the International twenty years ago. All parties have 
deserted the red flag, in proportion as they felt themselves nearer to 
power. This red flag—the hope of the toiling and suffering masses- -is 
now our inheritance. Let us keep it firm, unstained ; and let us live
for it and, if necessary, die for it as our brethren of Chicago did.

Louise Michel : On the 11th of November, 1887, there was a crowd 
in the streets of Chicago. They were going to murder our comrades, 
who came out to the gallows singing, as Ravachol did when he went 
under the guillotine.

All the night long they had heard the machine with a new’ kind of 
trap, by which they were to die, being put in order in the prison yard. 
Months before they had read in the papers how’ the rope was already 
made for their hanging and their shrouds sown . . . But these modern 
methods of persecution did not diminish their energies or courage.

And in the crowd around the scaffold stood young men, who founded 
new Anarchist groups devoted to their memory.

One of them exclaimed on the scaffold: This is the best day of my 
life ! Long live Anarchy !

And Anarchy still lives since then, and will live.
It must live, but what it wants is to create a reign of Justice on 

Earth. Harmony is its goal.
No more murdeis such as are now’ committed in Dahomey. No 

hecatombs of men such as there w’ere in Paris in May, 1871, when in 
the city the blood of the citizens was running down the street, but 
Peace and Universal Happiness !

Since those hecatombs what have we seen in the world ? Misery— 
everywhere. Men, women and children dying from hunger. Old men 
compelled to lie dow n to sleep upon the cold ground—often to sleep for
ever.

The crowds again and again raise their voices, but in vain.
The generous hearts who wish for the happiness of mankind come 

now to the front in thousands, nay millions, ready to march forward.
The idea of general happiness ripens—the well-being of the body ami 

of the intelligence of everyone, no longer looked for in the sky as for­
merly, but here upon the earth, which is rich enough to support all its 
children, and to to be covered as a bee hive with contented workers.

It was of this that the Chicago Martyrs dreamed.
They said that their voices would be stronger after death, and so it is. 
Those who sacrifice themselves often obtain greater victories than 

any one else.
At times the struggle for liberty takes a more violent character, and 

strange fatalities occur such as the self-destruction of those policemen 
in Paris. They are searhing for those who were guilty of their 
deaths But there are none others guilty than those who are rich and 
leave their fellows miserable.

None others but those who take their wealth from the mouths of

v to pardon the • *

starving children.
The world is wide enough for all, but there are some so greedy that 

they would like to put even the sun in their pockets if they only could.
Only they—just they themselves—are guilty, so that they live always 

under fear of being deprived of what they know themselves to be un­
justly possessed. If they did not feel the injustice they would not 
tremble so much for the possession of their riches.

They crush any attempts of the multitudes to revolt, and reckon on 
the easy temper of the people who are always read ' ’
crimes of their oppressora.

But it shuld be remembered that the multitudes, if they are thrust 
into a corner, will fight and become terrible at such momenta.

Yanovsky: This extraordinarily crowded meeting to-night show3the 
growth of Anarchism. Our Comrades in Chicago w’ere denounced by 
the reptile press of America as criminals. Well, if it is a crime to love 
the downtrodden and oppressed, then certainly they were so. We ask 
you to remember “ Chicago," not merely as the only isolated instance of 
cold-blooded murder of the workers’ champions committed by the capi­
talist class there in 1887, but also to remember the continual murders 
and persecutions of Anarchists by the hands of the capitalists in other 
“ Chicagos ” in all parts of Europe—London not excluded. It is a shamp, 
but still a fact, that our comrades of Walsall and our Comrade Nicoll 
are suffering now in prison because spies had to “ make their living.” 
The bourgeoisie are attacking now all rebellious workers, and make n o 
exception even when such go by the name of Social Democrat. How­
ever, so far from intimidating us workers, it rather serves to the con­
trary. At most they would hang us, but our lives to-day are worse 
than death. Just think of the death of our Martyrs in Chicago the 
last moments of whom they declared to be the happiest of their lives. 
Yes, this was their happiness—to fight and die for humanity. Is it not a 
glorious example for us ? When we ask you to “ remember Chicago ” 
we don’t invite you to come here and applaud the speakers once in the 
year, but we ask you to act, as our comrades in Chicago did, throughout 
the year. For it is only by working earnestly for Anarchy that you 
prove yourselves worthy of such a cause. We are told we preach vio­
lence ; but are we not surrounded by violence every day ? We are 
called bloodthirsty; but are not those sweaters bloodthirsty, who sit 
in the great mansions and drink our blood ? We are robbed and mur­
dered in fact every day of our lives. In conclusion let me just say a word 
about police spies. Some seem inclined to apologise for them on the 
ground that they have “ to make their living.” But let us remind these 
easy minded apologists that those who seek to make their living by sell­
ing their fellows’ flesh and blood put themselves outside the range of 
common humanity, and deserve to be treated like all beasts of prey. 
Let us remember, friends, that our aim is not to find readv apologies 
for crimes committed against humanity, but rather to do away with all 
crimes, iniquites and murder, and to establish universal brotherhood

Comrade Barker also spoke, but we were unable to obtain a report of 
his speech.

CORRESPONDENCE.

WALSALL ANARCHIST CONFERENCE.
Comrades,—It was decided by the Midland Anarchist Conference at Rowslv, 

on August Bauk Holiday last, to hold an Anniversary Domonstation and Con­
ference at Walsall on Easter Sunday, 2nd April, 1893.

The Birmingham Anarchist Group, being the nearest organised body of An­
archists, have decided to take the arrangements in hand. The important-* of the 
success of this Demonstration may be seen when we consider that before the late 
police plot the Walsall comrades could be counted on the lingers of one hand. 
Persecution altered the situation. Through the activity of several comrades, 
good propaganda has been carried on durin" the present year. Scores of splen­
did meetings have been held, thousands of Anarchist leaflets, pamphlet* and 
other literature have been sold and distributed, the result being that the sym­
pathy of the people inclined in our direction. In this very important district 
good results have been obtained, and more must inevitably follow if energetic 
action is maintained. Therefore the Birmingham group proposes to publish a 
series of leaflets, and to distribute some 50,000 or 60,000 of the same, during the 
winter months, when the inclemency of the weather prevents the usual open-air 
meetings. In order that the Demonstration should be thoroughly successful it 
is necessary to have local popular opinion upon our side. To that end, there­
fore, the people should be acquainted with the aims, methods and character of 
Anarchism and Anarchists. The B'ham group have also undertaken the 
expenses of halls, printing, posting and the accomodation of comrades attending 
the Conference.

They therefore appeal to all comrades, who are able to contribute, to do so liber­
ally towards the fund for defraying expenses. Subscriptions should be forwarded 
to the Editor of Freedom, or to A. Gorrie (Leicester Anarchist Group' 18 Princess­
street, Leicester.

On behalf of the Birmingham Anarchist Group,
John Westley,
C. C. Davis, 
L. Cohen,

W. Rook,
W. MacQcekn, 
George Cores,

Sec. pro fem.
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