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NOTES.
Mrs. Grundy Snubbed.

The recent Government order sanctioning the payment of 
separation allowances to women who are not the legal wives of 
soldiers and sailors has caused a flutter in the dovecotes of 
respectability. A. conference was held recently to discuss 
“ Morals and Manners ” (what a subject I), and this question 
of State recognition was raised, and brought forth the inevitable 
resolution. We are not told who constituted the conference, 
whether any soldiers or sailors or their unmarried dependents 
were present: but several deacons and other bulwarks of the 
Church, Mrs. Grundy’s special delegates, figure in the speech 
list. It is a natural propensity of people like deacons and their 
wives and unmarried sisters to do silly things like this, minding 
everybody’s business but their own. The speech by Archdeacon 
Escreet must have caused fearful misgivings to the ultra­
respectable delegates. “ While yielding to none in his desire 
to maintain the sanctity of the marriage vow,” he said, “ if a 
man had lived faithfully with a woman for years, but had not 
legalised that position—though he wished the man had—he saw 
no reason why the State should not respect his position.” And 
that from a parson, too! Canon Deeds, however, said that “ the 
new order appeared to place concubinage and marriage prac­
tically on a level in the eyes of the administrators of our public 
funds ” ; while the resolution expressed “ regret that the State 
should sanction the administration of the soldiers and sailors’ 
funds without safeguarding the distinction between married 
wives and unmarried dependents.” But the Government, whose 
action was dictated possibly by the slump in recruiting, appear 
to have placed necessity before morals; and the dear kind folk 
who follow the Christ who defended the adulteress before her 
traducers, would reverse the order to subjugate all our needs to 
the moral factor. What perverted and horrible minds these 
people must have ! The lesson must not be lost, however, that 
the State no longer recognises the necessity of legal bonds for a 
union of man and woman ; and Archdeacon Escreet (while 
lamenting the loss of a fee to a brother of the cloth) recognises 
it also.
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The Real Patriotism.
From New Zealand comes particulars of the loyalty and 

patriotism of the shipping companies during the country’s “ hour 
of need.” To quote a local paper: “ A war has broken out, the 
Empire is faced with a crisis, all political differences are laid at 
rest, legislation is passed to prevent increases in the prices of 
commodities, and zip go the f reight charges 25 per cent.! ” It is 
now the busy season for the shipping of wool, and, profiting by 
the absence of the competition of German shipping, the patriotic 
British companies are extorting what amounts to a toll of an 
additional £150,000 a year out of the pockets of the wool 
growers. Pretty rough when we have to depend upon German 
shipping for protection against the rapacity of patriotic Britons ! 
But it also appears that these same wool growers who are 
shrieking against the wealthy shipowners now that their own 
pockets are touched, were the very people who assisted the 
companies to defeat the workers during the general strike at 
New Zealand ports last year, by doing the manual labour at the 
quayside. Then the men were “ frothy agitators,” and the poor 
ill-used companies the incarnation of injured innocence. Now 
the tables are reversed, and the farmers of New Zealand have an 
opportunity of realising how “grateful” the capitalist can be 
when there is a profit to be made. “ By their deeds ye shall 
know them.” Here, as there, this monster, the real enemy, is 
waxing fat on the people’s need ; and it is against him, and not 
against each other, that the workers should wage war.

More Patriotism.
New Zealand cannot claim a monopoly of human vultures. 

The recent disclosures in the daily press of the concerted action 
of large manufacturers to force up prices of articles required for 
Government work is but the old, old story of profits first. We 
believe it is in the historical references to St. George, Britain’s 
patron saint, that mention is first made of army contractors, 
which may account either for his adoption and adoration here, 
or for the recurring instances of this special brand of robbery. 
It is not only in the contract for boots where a picking is to be 
had for the favoured few, but also in materials for huts which 
are being built for the new army. The facts are doubtless 
known to most of our readers ; but briefly, it appears that two 
price lists exists in the manufacturers’ offices, one for materials 
for private work, the other—much inflated—for Government 
work. Small wonder that these people shout so loudly for war, 
and it should be no occasion for surprise to us who know the 
power of scent possessed by these patriots for discerning a 
probable source of profit. The only folk to whom the war brings 
no kudos are the workers, who often enough are working short 
time, if at all, and in some cases full time at three-quarter pay, 
and who pay for the war in increased food prices, which are 
raised out of all proportion to the increased tax. Patriotism, 
then, is a commercial virtue, and should be valued accordingly.

“ Soldiers’ Worst Enemy, was 
A soldier invalided from the

Hl



90 FREEDOM. December, 1914.-

CORRESPONDENCE.

xve have always shuddered at the thought, knowing but the tools

>5

INTERNATIONAL MODERN SCHOOL.II Be it known that the vouDg rebels of the old School have taken up 
new quarters at 24 Green Street, Cambridge Road, E., where they will 
foregather every evening for conversation and merrymaking. On 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock a comrade has volunteered his services 
to teach French. Thursday evenings at 8 o’clock, discussion and 
reading class. Sunday afternoons at 3.30, our usual meetings. 
Fred Dunn, of the Voice of Labour, opened our discussion with a chat 
on “ Should Modern School Rebels be Boy Scouts ? ” The lads are 
anxious that their endeavour to look after themselves in the carrying 
on of the School will be responded to by the adults in the shape of 
monetary help. Subscriptions will be acknowledged in Voice of Labour 
or Freedom. Here’s luck to the rebels I Jimmy.

ANTI-MILITARISM: WAS IT PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD 1
(To the Editor of Freedom.)

Dear Comrade,—Allow me to say a few words on Kropotkin’s 
article on Anti-militarism, published in your last issue. In my opinion, 
anti-militarism is the doctrine which affirms that the military service 
is an abominable and murderous trade, and that a man ought never to 
consent to take arms at the command of the masters, and never to 
fight except for the Social Revolution.

Is this to misunderstand anti-militarism ?
Kropotkin seems to have forgotten the antagonism of the classes, 

the necessity of economic emancipation, and all the Anarchist teachings ; 
and says that an anti-militarist ought always to be ready, in case a 
war breaks out, to take arms in support of “ the country that will be 
invaded which, considering the impossibility, at least for the ordinary 
workman, of verifying in time who is the real aggressor, practically 
means that Kropotkin’s “anti-militarist” ought always to obey the 
orders of his Government. What remains after that of anti-militarism, 
and, indeed, of Anarchism too?

As a matter of fact, Kropotkin renounces anti-militarism because 
he thinks that the national questions must be solved before the social 
question. For us, national rivalries and hatreds are among the best 
means the masters have for perpetuating the slavery of the workers, 
and we must oppose them with all our strength. And as to the right 
of the small nationalities to preserve, if they like, their language and 
their customs, that is simply a question of liberty, and will have a real 
and final solution only when, the States being destroyed, every human 
group, nay, every individual, will have the right to associate with, and 
separate from, every other group.

It is very painful for me to oppose an old and beloved friend like 
Kropotkin, who has done so much for the cause of Anarchism. But 
for the very reason that Kropotkin is so much esteemed and loved by 
us all, it is necessary to make known that we do not follow him in his 
utterances on the war.

I know that this attitude of Kropotkin is not quite new, and that 
for more than ten years he has been preaching against the “ German 
danger ”; and I confess that we were in the wrong in not giving 
importance to his Franco-Russian patriotism, and in not foreseeing 
where his anti-Gcrman prejudices would land him. It was because we 
understood that he meant to invite the French workers to answer to a 
possible German invasion by making a Social Revolution—that is, by 
taking possession of the French soil, and trying to induce the German 
workers to fraternise with them in the struggle against French and 
German oppressors. Certainly we would never have dreamt that 
Kropotkin could invite the workers to make common cause with 
Governments and masters.

I hope he will see his error, and be again on the side of the 
workers against all the Governments and all the bourgeois : German, 
English, French, Russian, Belgian, etc.—Yours fraternally,

E. Ma latest a.

KROPOTKIN’S LETTER TO PROFESSOR STEFFEN.
(To the Editor of Freedom.)

Dear Comrade,—That there would be differences of opinion 
among Anarchists upon various subjects is only to bo oxpected, and 
is good for us . but that there should be any differences as to the 
attitude of Anarchists on war is not or has not been so far thought 
possible. War!
full well that wars, upon whatever pretext fought, are but the outcome 
of international rivalry for the power to exploit, and that the workers 
have always most to suffer, it being left to them to pay and die. Thus 
it is that our comrade Kropotkin's letter in your October issue comes 
as a double shock to many of us, firstly, because an Anarchist siding 
with and justifying State action, assisting, in fact, its efforts to 
strengthen itself anew, would indicate a throwing over of ideals and 
principles; and secondly, because many of us owe much to him for 
what he has written upon social and economic problems, thus helping 
us towards a clearer vision of the ideals we all hold dear.

Reading his letter side by side with the pamphlet “ Wars and 
Capitalism ” recently issued, written early in 1913, one is forced to 
ask : “What has happened in the past two years which can justify 
such a reversal of opinion which leads our comrade to contradict his 
own writings?” The anomalous position arises that here are we, 
Anarchists in thought, who have always regarded war as a damnable 
feature of capitalism, discussing the intricacies of international politics, 
and comparing one Government with another <n an endeavour to prove 
that one Government, or one form of despotism, is to be preferred to 
another. Instead, we should be preaching and insisting upon the fact 
that, to quote “ Wars and Capitalism ” : “The reason for modern war 
is always competition for the markets and the right to exploit In 
fact, all wars in Europe during the last 150 years were wats fought 
for industrial advantage.” Are we to suppose that this war is any 
exception to the rule ? Kropotkin’s letter proves nothing upon this point, 
and gives no clue to the position of the workers in this upheaval, or their 
position afterwards. No mention, in fact, is made of the workers at 
all ; and we are left to suppose that this is a war of liberation for 
them, and that their interests are identical with those of their masters 
and the State, that the German Government is solely to blame for this 
awful catastrophe, and that the Allied Powers are acting purely as 
knight-errants or defenders of their threatened liberty. It is tragic ! 

I am still of the opinion, supported by Kropotkin’s pamphlet, that 
this war is but the culminating point of the foreign policy of the 
Governments of Europe, dictated always by commercial considerations, 
during the past ten years, and that not only Germany or Austria, but 
the whole of the Great Powers, are responsible; and we Anarchists, 
striving for a world set free, can take no part in their efforts to secure 
themselves more firmly in the world of commerce.

What is it to us that Germany seeks colonies, and has an eye on 
those of France or Britain, or on Finland? Is she not seeking to do 
what England has done in the past, and who now wishes to rest on 
her laurels, with her booty more or less secure ? Are we to uphold the 
Powers entering upon a campaign of murder to prevent a powerful 
rival from transferring England’s or Russia’s dominions to herself? 
It seems to me that our attitude is not to say who shall dominate in 
certain areas, but to put an end to domination in every area. Are we 
to discriminate as to the varying degrees of tyranny ? German 
militarism itself exists as a commercial necessity. And will England 
and Russia be free from tyranny when German militarism is wiped 
out by the triumphant militarism of the Allies ?

Kropotkin speaks of Germany’s culpability by virtue of her careful 
and deliberate preparations, all aimed at smashing France ; and yet we 
are told in “Wars and Capitalism ” that: “Jealous of keeping her 
supremacy on the sea, jealous above all of keeping her colonies for 
exploitation by her own monopolists, England is redoubling her efforts 
in order to have a fleet capable of infallibly crushing her German 
rival. England looks everywhere for allie to weaken the military power 
of Germany on land." (The italics are mine.)

In his letter, Kropotkin writes: “ And the moment they began 
to feel themselves strong as a sea-power, the Germans took it into 
their heads to destroy the maritime power of Britain, to take a strong 
footing on the Southern shores of the Channel, and to menace England 
with an invasion.” Contrast this with the following from “ Wars and 
Capitalism ”:—“ When the English press sow alarm and terror, 
pretending to fear a German invasion, they well know that danger 
does not lie in that quarter The English bourgeoisie of to-day 
wants to act towards Germany as she twice acted towards Russia in 
order to arrest for fifty years or more that country’s sea-power  
That is why for the last two years we have been living on the alert, 
expecting a colossal European war to break out from one day to 
another.”

Has the position altered since then ? I fail to see that it has, and 
it still remains to me as an Anarchist, an Internationalist, that this 
war is but the struggle for commercial supremacy between two forces 
who have waited for years to fly at each other’s throats.

As Romain Rolland says :—“You Socialists on both sides claim to 
be defending liberty against tyranny—French liberty against the Kaiser, 
German liberty against the Tsar. Would you defend one despotism 
against another ? Unite and make war on both. There was no reason o

for war between the Western nations: French, English, and German, 
we are all brothers, and do not hate one another Y ho has brought 
these plagues upon them ? Brought them to the desperate alternative 
of overwhelming their adversary or dying ? None other than their 
Governments, on whom in my opinion the guilt rests 1 he worst 
enemy of each nation is not without, but within its frontiers, and 
none has the courage to fight against it.”

This, in my opinion, should be the attitude of the Anarchists, and 
the niceties of diplomatic manevuvring can be left for those whose 
dirty business it is. We have got to fight, not Prussian militarism or 
British militarism, but that of which these are but the tools— 
Capitalism, the State ; and we can do it, not by heaping faggots on 
to the fire, but by exposing the unscrupulous methods of Governments 
in general, and showing to the worker in unmistakable language that 
not by fighting for the oppressors, but only by fighting against them 
can real freedom be won. This is the view of many Anarchists with 
whom I havo discussed Kropotkin’s letter, and it is the view dictated 
by the principles we hold that there is one enemy of the workers— 
Capitalism and the State.— Yours fraternally,

Fred W. Dunn.
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SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL SUBJECTS.
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The war has produced the usual crop of Arrny contract scandals. 
The War Oilice lias been charged about 100 per cent, too much for field 
glasses, has been fleeced over contracts for corrugated iron, has received 
boots made of rotten leather, and been supplied with “ brown paper ” 
khaki by those devoted patriots who, even though it involve their beloved 
country in national disaster, acknowledge but one god, the God of 
Profit. The whole scandal has been exposed, we aro inclined to think, 
by tho-e other patriots who find themselves somewhat ignored by the 
contractors—so naturally their high indignation knows no bounds. 
When will the Biitieh public see that the lust for profit will always 
lead to those price-raising combines in times of stress, and have the 
courage to apply the only remedy, Communism ? But before that day 
dawns the War Office with its chequered history will have ceased to be 
the arbiter in the affairs of the nation, and will have become a defunct 
institution.

to this end.
war with.
that, life would not be worth living.” Such is the wisdom

ight end in several years’ imprison-
We are pleased to find that the judges decided to expel him

means of taxation confronts us. The su
raised this and next year for this purpose.
Budget takes some pains to explain how small is taxation compared to 
that for other wars. We are told that the British taxpayers contributed 
.£391,000,000 as their share of the Napoleonic wars which so 
providentially gave Britain the control of the world’s maiket—the 
capitalists of that day probably considered it cheap at that price. 
Unanimity of opinion prevailed in the House when the Chancellor’s 
masterpiece came on for discussion. The proposal to tax beer £1 2s. 8d. 
per barrel was received with delight when it was explained that really 
only 15s. 3d. per barrel was to be paid by the brewer, the 7s. 5d. 
difference being the amount he is to lift from the pocket of the beer 
drinker. The poor unfortunate brewer who has been so hard hit by 
the closing of licensed houses thus bags 7s. 51. per barrel compensation. 
So the poor man, we suppose, will grumble like the proverbial fool, and 
patriotically pay the halfpenny per half-pint tax demanded of him, and 
his underfed wife will heroically dub up the additional 3d. per pound 
charged on tea, all for the glory of the Empire which is run by the 
patriotic sharks. The worker will, however, render unto Lloyd George 
his unspeakable gratitude for his decision not to impose a tax on wages 
—at present.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer has presented his “momentous 
Budget,” and the little bill of cost to date for the war to be met by 

m of £80,500,000 is to be 
The man of the momentous

SWEDEN.
As our readers, perhaps, remember, three revolutionary Socialists, 

Nielsen, Rosberg, and Stern, in 1908 threw a bomb into the ship 
“Amalthea,” which contained a number of English blacklegs who 
had been brought over to Sweden to break the dock strike at Malmo. 
Since then a committee has been at work to obtain the liberation of 
those three men, who were condemned to penal servitude for life. 
The movement was national and international; the latest action was a 
petition containing 135,000 signatures collected by the committee, 
to which also the lawyers Wilk, Hellberg, and Romanus belonged. The 
answer to this petition has been that the King is in favour of the 
liberation of the prisoners if legal reasons can be found for it. The 
Minister of Justice and the governor of the prison have also shown 
inclinations towards an amnesty, and it is hoped that the three young 
men will be freed from their living death, and be given back to friends 
and the Labour cause.

Despite the pains taken to ensure the correct utterance on matters 
concerning the war, a few individuals appear to be breaking bounds. 
After the declarations made by men of science and
Church that Britain is out to fight the “
places,”
the Jingo-mongers by telling something of the truth, 
boldly in the New Statesman on Britain’s share of the guilt; and because 
his facts cannot be explained away, the Press go to much pains to show 
that he is writing in a
perversity. But truth will out, and will eventually pierce that covering 
of hypocrisy which our Government knows so well how to use. Mean­
while it is interesting to note how usefully our scientists come to the 
assistance of the State. Sir Oliver Lodge, in a recent address, declared: 
“What was the doctrine opposed to us? That there was nothing 
higher than the State, that the State was the summit of everything, 
and that the State was entitled to do whatever it pleased if it conduced 

That was practical Atheism. That was what we were at 
If the world ever came to live under such domination as 

” XL. of a
scientist! Sir Oliver has only to open his eyes and observe the 
tyranny of the State apparent on every side to realise the utter 
stupidity of his very unscientific remarks. Though the domination of 
the State has been less apparent here than in Germany, the militaiism 
the war has forced upon us is likely to leave little to choose between the 
two States in the future. Remarkable, is it not, how unanimous the 
men of science and the Church are in both Germany and England in 
demonstrating the “ holy ” character of the war now being waged ?

HOLLAND.
The Social Democratic Deputy Van Koi, who from time to time 

kicks over the party traces, has personally gone to view the scenes of 
desolation and ruin in Belgium. He proposed afterwards to the 
German Social Democratic Party executive that they should send a 
few Deputies to make a tour in the devastated country, and thus see 
with their own eyes that the lying information of the Wolff Bureau 
cannot be relied upon. The German party executive, however, regrets 
that it cannot accept the proposal! They are much more likely t > 
applaud Troelstra’s idea to hold an inquiry after the war. The present 
ugly reality would be hard to explain away. Troelstra, the Dutch 
Social Democratic politician, a lawyer besides, has been making a 
journey through Europe trying to keep the International Socialist 
Bureau together and install it at the Hague. The French and Belgians 
are naturally rather sceptical of protestations of solidarity fro 
Germany, which could be easier believed if the German soldiers, of 
whom every third man is a Social Democrat, first of all left French and 
Belgian soil.

Herv6, in his Guerre So ci ale, pointedly asked Liebknecht to protest 
against the war, and to make a revolution against the Kaiser, if Social 
Democrats in Germany really are Republicans, and respect other 
nations’ independence and neutrality. On the same journey Troelstra 
met the representatives of the Russian Social Democracy, who declared 
that they always had relied on their German comrades’ help in the 
Russian revolutionary movement, but that no Russian revolutionist 
expected liberation by Prussian militarism fortified by German Social 
Democracy. The Finnish people have refused the offer of German 
Imperialism to bring them “ freedom,” nor has the Georgian Social 
Democracy any faith in Turkish promises—there is no belief in 
“ liberating ” German militarism, neither do they hope anything of the 
goodwill of their own Tsar. The Finns, the Jews, the Poles, the 
Georgians, and, last not least, the Russians, will have to conquer for 
themselves every bit of freedom. The only difference between them 
and their German brothers is this, that the latter proudly believe they 
are the possessors of a Constitution, “ kultur,” and class-consciousness, 
whilst the Russian peasant and worker humbly acknowledges that he 
has none of these, but is ready to fight for them at the cost of life and 
liberty.

NORWAY.
In our last number we mentioned that our comrade Albert Jensen 

was thieatened by a trial which
ent.

from Norway, and as his own country, Sweden, evidently is at present 
not a desirable place for him, he hopes to come to England.

DENMARK.
Of the twenty-two Socialists arrested at Arhuus for having dis­

tributed anti-militarist leaflets, three have been sentenced by a 
magistrate; one got four months, and the others one month 
each. The reactionary press tried by all means to bring these young 
fellows before a military tribunal, which, of course, would have meant 
heavy sentences. The two comrades sentenced to one month have 
appealed against their condemnation, so have the police, and it is 
therefore possible that they will be acquitted ; but we fear it is still 
more likely that their sentences will be increased.

Anton Pannekoek, a German revolutionary Socialist, has an 
interesting article on the cause of the war, contributed to the 
International Socialist Review. He writes :—

“ Never before was it made so plain that 
history according to his own free-will, but is driven by external social 
forces more powerful than itself....... Human beings are all ignorant of
the real world ; they are now just learning that the essence of capitalist 
society is oppression, hate, world competition, enmity, and the rule of 
force. . . .The true type of an imperialistic war is to be recognised by 
this : It does not break out on account of a particular object, but arises 
from the general antagonisms of the States. These antagonisms are 
rooted in the competition to win world-power or to defend it, and this 
struggle for world-power is nothing else but the struggle of every 
■country to win its capitalists colonies, contracts, spheres of influence, 
and favourable opportunities for investment in Asia and Africa. Every 
■country has for a long time felt itself threatened by others because all 
of them make hostile preparations against one another. Hence every 
one of them believes itself attacked by the others. ... All Germans 
believe with granite firmness that they are only waging a war of

defence against an impudent assault of Russia; in France and England 
the talk is about Germany’s insatiable greed for dominion which would 
conquer Europe. At the same time every country believes it is pio- 
tccting culture or some other holy object against foreign barbarians, 
though in reality they all stick equally deep in capitalist barbarism, 
which ruthlessly sacrifices wealth and hujnan life for world-power and 
capitalist interests.”

All this goes to prove how little truth there is in the capitalist 
report that the Socialists of Germany are unanimous in acclaiming the 
war a righteous one, though it appears that the very weakness 
Anarchists have always criticised in the Social Democratic movement 
has actually paralysed the German Socialists. News reaches us fiom 
Wurtemberg that this weakness is at last being realised, as an increasing 
number ate beginning to understand the necessity for smashing “ the 
bureaucratic authority that is in control of the party.”

M. B. Hope.

members of the 
spiritual wickedness in high 

it is refreshing to find that Bernard Shaw has been disconcerting 
He speaks out
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