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known throughout the world early in December, 
to hand fro:
particulars with comments, and the article in the Times of 
December 21 was obviously inspired. A people that will tolerate 
the holding back of news like this will tolerate anything.

The Christmas Day Truce.
Among the many episodes related by soldiers, and published 

in the daily papers, there is none so significant as the Christmas 
Day fraternisation of the combatants. We read that British and 
German soldiers mutually agreed upon a truce on Christmas Day, 
acting entirely upon their own initiative, in spite of orders from 
headquarters to the contrary ; and in many cases actually came 
out of their trenches and exchanged souvenirs and gifts. It 
seems that were the matter in the hands of those who are 
actually doing the fighting, we could prophesy a speedy cessation 
of hostilities. The British soldier has now had an opportunity 
of seeing that the German soldier, like himself, is just a man, a 
worker, dragged like him from production to the unholy task of 
destruction, for a cause about which neither knows much ; and 
perhaps the opportunity will help some to realise that the 
enmity t about which so much has been written, is not between 
the workers, but between their rulers, whose willing slaves they 
make themselves. As it is, they will go on plugging lead into 
one another, until the same authority bids them stop, and 
declares that they can now be friends. Britons never shall 
slaves ; no, never !

Why We Need an Army.
We are told that this war may mean the end of militarism. 

We wish it were so; but ex-President Taft damps our hopes. 
Speaking at Chicago recently, he said : “We need an army for 
its moral influence, if for nothing else. In a nation of 100,000,000 
there are liable to be riots, mobs, and insurrections, which cannot 
be regulated except by the presence of an army.” In a society 
based upon the robbery of the many by the few, there are bound 
to be uprisings of the many, and with increasing confidence and 
fuller knowledge a final overthrow of the few; and here it is that 
the need for the army is seen. Not to check the enemy from 
without, but to prevent the workers inside from coming to their 
own. And how is it to be done ? By training some of the 
workers as soldiers, who will exercise a moral influence—occa­
sionally a physical influence—upon the rest of the workers, to 
prevent their rising against their exploiters. Truly a Gilbertian 
situation, and an ingenious arrangement; but one which, if the 
workers only understood, would soon fail if they refused to be 
soldiers, and exercised the moral influence, or otherwise, on the 
other side.

Back to Rome.
The sending of a British Envoy to the Vatican would 

normal times have been the signal for a violent outburst 
ecclesiastical circles; as it is, the incident, which reverts back to 
a practice dead for four hundred years, has passed by with 
scarcely a comment—in fact, without many being aware of it. 
How far the Censor is responsible we do not know, but that 
some influence is at work is certain. Criticism of the Govern­
ment was forbidden at first, but the ban was removed. This 
new step illustrates how little the people have to say in what is 
being done in their name ; and, like many other things springing 
into existence just now, it is a step difficult to retrace. We may 
look forward to seeing an extra support being given to the State 
here when the necessity arises. There can be no doubt that the 
sending of the Envoy is a sop to the Irish Catholics, and may 
perhaps stimulate recruiting in Ireland, which so far has not 
been very brisk. When we find Anglican, Nonconformist, and 
other religious fanatics keeping quiet on this question, we can 
draw our own conclusions as to the depth of their sincerity when 
they cry out about religion in the future. As with politics, it 
serves its purpose of splitting the people into parties ; but when 
the great god, the State, has to be served, these sham divisions 
can go.

Justice by all Means.
We hear much of justice, liberty, and equality. M. Viviani, 

the French Premier, in his recent oration, intimates that “France 
will only lay down her arms when she has avenged her outraged 
right .... and crushed Prussian militarism, in order to recon­
struct on a basis of justice a Europe at last regenerated.” This, 
with the help of her allies, France proposes to do. By all means 
let us crush Prussian militarism, but we must bear in mind that 
it is not only Prussian militarism we want to crush, but every 
kind of militarism, and every class that seeks to dominate others 
to its own advantage. We shall not bring this about by fighting 
and killing one another, but by combining and conserving our 
strength internationally. To reconstruct a regenerated Europe 
upon a basis of justice is something worth doing. True justice 
should remove the needless toil and starvation and weariness of 
body and spirit which is at present the lot of the workers. Let 
us seek in the sweet air and sunshine of the fields the true spirit 
of freedom, which alone will bring justice, liberty, and equality, 
and that splendid brotherhood and love where now we have 
strife and hatred. Let us see to it, fellow lovers of justice, that 
M. Viviani’s words shall come true !

Christians Confused by Clergy.
Whilst the guns reverberated and hurled their death-dealing 

missives ; whilst from every hoarding flashed the call to the 
young men of England to go out and slaughter their fellow men ; 
whilst in the hearts of almost every one burned hatred and 
malice fostered by a canting press, a recent Sunday was set apart
as a day of intercession with God to bring peace. All the 
churches were filled, and a perfect orgy of prayer took place. 
It was stated in one church that the peoples of the allied countries 
were on that day laying their case before God! We thought he 
knew everything. As an example of the confusion prevailing 
in the mind of the leaders of Christianity, the following serves 
to illustrate it well. Canon Carnegie, speaking at St. Margaret’s, 
Westminster, said : “ We should not pray for the triumph of our 
cause ” ; but the Dean of Westminster, speaking in the Abbey, 
next door, said : “ I am certain that we ought to pray for victory. 
Do not let us have any timidity in the matter ” ! Truly, a base 
materialist might ask : Where are we now ? One preacher, 
however, made it clear that we should not forget that the Allies 
have not a monopoly of God, and that prayers are being offered 
in our enemies’ churches. He might have added that they, too, 
believe their cause to be right. It is as well not to forget that 
fact, and in the remembrance perhaps the thought will come 
home that to carry on a campaign of murder is of itself the 
greatest crime against humanity, and to bolster up the deed by 
falling back upon a mythical superstition is not crime, but 
insanity. It serves its purpose of chloroforming its adherents, 
but incidentally this belief in any power, whether supernatural 
or otherwise, behind which to shelter, is the greatest stumbling- 
block in the path of those who seek freedom, light, and reason. 
The hypocrisy which underlies such things as the “ day of inter­
cession ” would not stand a single day if the people really thought 
and acted for themselves.

time of stress such as the present. The facts of this protest were
A paper just 

Cape Town, dated December 12, gives fullIT
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idle proprietors
Thus there will be

January, 191-5.

The following extracts are taken from a manifesto issued by 
Emiliano Zapata, and signed by thirty-five officers. It shows how 
clearly they understand the economic side of the revolution. If 
successful, they will have taken a long step on the road to freedom, in 
striking contrast to the workers of Europe, who, whatever the result, 
have little hope of improving their position by the war.

we announce the death of our well-known
Anselmo Lorenzo, who died suddenly on 

In a letter to James Guillaume, published in La,

With much regret
Spanish comrade
November 30.
Bataille Syndicalists, his daughter Marina says that her father’s last 
days were much saddened by the regret which he felt at the bellicose 
opinions of some of his Anarchist friends, for whom he had a lively 
affection and a great admiration. “ At eight in the evening before ha 
died he sent to some friends a manuscript for A Imanaque Obrerot 
(“ Workers’ Almanack”). He rose to work the next day, but fainted, 
and died at 4.30 p.m. “ That was a death such as he used to desire,” 
says his daughter. The following notes are taken from Solidaridad 
Obrera, of Barcelona (December 3).

Born on April 21, 1841, in Toledo, of a working-class family, and 
receiving the defective education given to the workers, Anselmo Lorenzo 
was apprenticed to a firm of printers in Madrid.

At that time the influence of the International movement had not 
yet reached Madrid ; and, feeling his humanity and his courage 
stirred against Government oppression, Lorenzo fought ardently in 
the ranks of the Federal Republican Party, which then represented in 
Spain the people’s aspiration for liberty and the maximum of progress 
in the realm of politics. He was an assiduous attendant at the Hall of 
Arts, where the speakers of that time began to show promise of what 
they afterwards became, the rulers of the nation’s destinies. In the 
libraries he made the acquaintance of the works of Proudhon, and 
gleaned extracts from Fourier, neither of whose works were in 
circulation in Spain at that time. His mental outlook and his 
disposition were much influenced by the journal La Discusion, in 
which the celebrated Pi y Margall published his Socialistic principles, 
which, later in life, he revoked.

With his mind thus prepared, Lorenzo met Fanelli, who was in 
Madrid as delegate of the so-called “ Democratic Alliance ’’'(with anti- 
Parliamentary principles) to found the Spanish section of the Inter­
national Working Men’s Association. The section was founded, and, 
under the impulse which Lorenzo, with his enthusiasm and activity, 
gave to it, there began for the first time in Spain the open dissemina­
tion of internationalist ideas, which were welcomed from the first 
by the Spanish workers as the hope of approaching economic and 
political liberation. In 1870, Lorenzo was instrumental in bringing 
about the publication of Solidaridad, in the columns of which he 
explained in a masterly way his ideas on equality. This work of 
propaganda in a country already shaken by the revolutionary spirit 
was bound to bear fruit; and as a matter of fact in a short time it was 
marked by the institution of various “ organisations of resistance.”

This section of the International had many ramifications. The 
spirit which animated it gained each day in extensiveness and 
intensity. Lorenzo’s optimism inspirited the undecided, and compensa­
tion for any deficiencies in the beginners was found in his determined 
will, which he preserved to the end. One day some posters appeared in 
different quarters of Madrid announcing a public meeting, and inviting 
a free discussion on Protection and Free Trade ; and it occurred to 
Lorenzo that the little group might improve the occasion by spreading 
for the first time its ideas in public. So he made the proposal to his 
comrades, who accepted it at once. His intervention, owing to the 
novelty of a worker being bold enough to refute the arguments of 
noted economists, was taken in a good spirit, and he was awarded 
applause and congratulation. This, however, was followed by a second 
meeting characterised by uncompromising political reaction.

In consequence of the discourses of Lorenzo and the disturbance 
which they caused among the reactionary middle-classes, it was thought 
prudent to suspend them, and to put the groups which had been formed 
in various parts of the country in touch with one another for the 
united action of all. For this purpose, the first Spanish Labour 
Congress was held at Barcelona on June 29, 1870. In the different

excessive tasks, brutalises them by misery and ill-treatment, dwarfs and 
exhausts the race by the slow agony of slavery and the enforced 
withering of human beings whose stomachs and empty brains are ever 
hungry.

“ First a military, and then a parliamentary Government, with 
administrative reforms, that the reorganisation may be able to last; 
ideal purity in the management of the public funds; official responsi­
bilities scrupulously exacted ; liberty of the Press, for those who do not 
know how to write; liberty to vote, for those to whom the candidates 
are unknown ; the correct administration of justice, for those who never 
will employ a lawyer—all these democratic prettinesses, all these fine 
words in which our grandfathers and fathers took such delight, have 
lost to-day their magic attraction and significance to the people. The 
people have seen that with elections and without them, with suffrage 
and without it, with the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz and with the 
democracy of Madero, with the Press gagged and with the Press 
given the fullest liberty, always and in all circumstances it has still to 
chew the cud of its bitter lot, to endure its miseries, to swallow 
humiliation that knows no end. For this reason, and with abundantly 
good cause, it fears that the liberators of to-day may prove themselves 
like the leaders of yesterday, who whittled away at Ciudad Juarez their 
beautiful Radicalism, and in the National Palace forgot all about their 
seductive promises.”

“ The revolutionary movement has reached its culminating point, 
and it is time, therefore, for the country to know the truth.

“ The existing Revolution did not make itself for the purpose of 
satisfying the interests of any one personality, of any one group, or of 
any one party. The existing revolution recognises that its origins lie 
deeper, and that it is pursuing higher aims.

“ The peasant was hungry, was enduring misery, was suffering 
from exploitation, and if he rose in arms it was to obtain the bread the 
greed of the rich denied him, to make himself master of the land the 
selfish landed proprietor kept for himself, to vindicate the dignity the 
slave-driver iniquitously trampled on daily. He threw himself into 
revolt, not to conquer illusory political rights which do not feed him, 
but to procure for himself the piece of land which must supply him 
with food and liberty, a happy fireside, and a future of independence 
and growth.

“ They make a lamentable mistake who suppose that the establish­
ment of a military Government, that is to say, a despotic Government, 
will insure the pacification of the country. It can be obtained only by 
the realisation of the double operation of reducing to impotence the 
elements of the ancient regime, and creating new interests linked 
inextricably with the Revolution, in solidarity with it, in danger if it is 
in danger, and prosperous if it becomes established and consolidated. 

“ The first task, that of making it impossible for the reactionary 
group to be any longer a danger, is carried out by two different 
methods, by the exemplary punishment of the chiefs, of the great 
criminals, of the intellectual directors and active elements of the 
conservative faction, and by attacking the pecuniary resources they 
employ to work up intrigues and provoke revolutions ; that is to say, 
by the subdivision of the properties of the hacienda owners and 
politicians who have put themselves at the front of the organised 
resistance to the popular movement which began in 1910, and has 
attained its crowning point in 1914, after surviving the gallows of 
Ciudad J uarez and the reactionary crisis of the Ciudadela, a tragedy let 
loose by the Huerta dictatorship.

“ This subdivision is aided by the fact that the greater part, not to 
say the whole, of the cultivable lands to be nationalised represents 
interests created under the shadow of the Porfirio Diaz dictatorship, 
inflicting grave injury on the rights of a multitude of natives, small 
proprietors, and victims of all kinds, who were sacrificed brutally on 
the altars of the ambitions of the powerful.

“ The second task, that of creating powerful interests akin to the 
Revolution, and in solidarity with it, will be brought to a happy 
conclusion when the natives, individually and in their communities, 
receive back the innumerable tracts of land of which they have been 
despoiled by the great landowners; and this great act of justice 
receives its complement, as regards those who have nothing and have 
had nothing, in the proportional repartition of the lands given to the 
dictatorship’s accomplices or of those expropriated from
who do not choose to cultivate their heritages,
satisfied both the human demand for land and that appetite for liberty 
which is making itself felt throughout the Republic as the formidable 
reply to the savagery of the hacienda owners, which has maintained, 
even in the twentieth century and in the heart of free America, a 
system which the
would hardly have endured.

“ The Plan of Ayala, which translates and incarnates the peasants’ 
ideals, satisfies both terms of the problem, for, while it treats the sworn 
enemies of the people as they deserve to be treated, reducing them by 
expropriation to impotence and innocuousness, it establishes the 
two great principles of the return of stolen lands (an act of imperious 
justice) and the splitting-up of the expropriated cultivable lands (an 
act required alike by justice and expediency)..............

“ It is certain that the deluded believe that the country is going to 
be contented (as it was not contented in 1910) with an electoral 
pantomime, from which are to arise new and apparently honest men, 
who are to occupy the curule chairs, the seats in the Legislature, and 
the President’s lofty throne; but they who judge the matter thus 
appear to ignore the fact that the country during the crisis of the last 
few years has reaped a harvest of lessons it can never forget, which will 
not permit it to lose its road, and has acquired a profound under­
standing of the causes of ill-being and the way to combat them...........

“ The country. . . .wishes to break, once and for all, with the feudal 
epoch, which is now out of date. It wishes to destroy with one 
stroke the relationships of lord and serf, overseer and slave, which, in 
the matter of agriculture, are the only ones ruling from Tamaulipas to 
Chiapas, and from Sonora to Yucatan.

“ The country people wish to live the life of civilisation, to breathe 
the air of economic liberty, which as yet they have not known ; and 
this they never can do while there still remains on foot the traditional 
lord of the scaffold and the knife, who disposes at whim of the persons 
of his labourers; an extortioner of wages, who annihilates them with
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The patriotic intoxication from which so many of our British 
Socialists are suffering appears also among German Socialists, with one 
honourable exception, however. Karl Liebknecht has had the courage 
to vote against the German war loan, and has followed this up by tellng 
the truth about the war having been caused by capitalist exploitation. 
Apparently, his action pleases neither friend nor foe in Germany ; but it 
must surely be gratifying to him to know that he has won the praise of 
the British capitalist newspapers. Yet we seem to remember that when 
Bernard Shaw told the truth about the British capitalists’ responsibility 
for the war he was described as a traitor who had indulged his 
“ insensate malice " against a Government that is keeping unsmirched 
the “ fair fame of Britain.” M. B. Hope.

The rise in prices owing to the war appears to be making our Poor 
Law Guardians nervous, and economy in the paupers’ dietary has been 
ordered. The average cost of feeding a pauper is 4s. 6d. a week. Has 
it ever occurr* d to these same Poor Law Guardians, who are so anxious 
to save the ratepayers’ money, just how much it costs the country to 
feed the paupers we maintain in high places ? There is, we understand, 
no talk of retrenchment in that direction.

taking.
who lifted the weight of the management fro 
infinite number of works to be published in Spain. Among cnem may 
be selected for their special importance : “ Man and the Earth,” by 
Reclus ; “The Great Revolution,” by Kropotkin; “How We Shall 
Make the Revolution,” by Pataud ; “ In War,” “ The New School,”and 
many others. His own works show an analytic spirit, a high intellect, 
and a keen, relentless criticism of capitalist society, permeated with 
libertarian ideas. The principal works are: “ Right Living,” “ The 
Banquet of Life,” “Free Road,” “The People,” “Anarchist Life,” 
“Bring about Emancipation,” and “A Note on the Modern School.” 
He also wrote innumerable leaflets, and in addition left an unpublished 
work which was to be a synthesis of his vast sociological knowledge.

With his tenacity, his perseverance, and his powerful intellect, 
Lorenzo contributed to the spread among the Spanish workers, and 
especially the Catalans, of the spirit of rebellion. He was beloved by 
all for his goodness, for his disinterestedness, and for his modesty. 

—(Translated by L. J. S.)

Mr. Brace, the Labour M.P., has been talking to the South Wales 
miners abont the men of Britain being “ cradled in liberty.” This sort 
of claptrap may be all very well from a Liberal or Tory, but a one-time 
workman should know that the only liberty enjoyed by the miner, or 
any other worker, is the liberty to starve. A nation that can permit of 
a Senghenydd disaster or any preventable industrial calamity cannot 
afford to boast of its liberty. Let Mr. Brace go and unburden his soul 
to those who will believe him, for the South Wales miners are beginning 
to understand that their sole function is to produce profits for their 
masters. Mr. Brace might explain where the liberty comes in.

It must have comforted the victims of the German raid on the East 
Coast to be told by the Admiralty that such events “ must be seen in 
their proper perspective as possessing no great military importance, 
and entailing but a tiny fraction of the material loss and human 
suffering entailed on all the other belligerents by the land war.” It is 
natural enough that the Admiralty should only be swayed by the 
dictates of strategy, but also natural that the citizens in the exposed 
towns should seek some means of protection which, if taken, might 
conceivably lead to misunderstandings with the Admiralty. This gives 
rise to the question of how far the State or any other centralised body 
can guarantee to any of its subjects that protection which is implied in 
taxation for the purpose of government.

The archbishops and bishops of Germany appear to be trying 
desperately hard to save appearances. They have ordered Sunday, 
January 10, to be observed as a general day of prayer and repentance 
in the Army. The soldiers are sent to fight in a so-called holy war by 
their political and spiritual masters; murder is condoned ; and then, 
apparently with the idea of putting things straight with the Almighty, 
prayer and repentance are demanded of the murderers. It, therefore, 
seems immaterial how many human beings are killed so long as the 
soldiers repent afterwards. How long, we wonder, will the Church— 
that mighty bulwark of Capitalism—continue to hold sway over the 
imagination of mankind.

meetings of the Congress our comrade was brilliantly to the fore with 
his clear proposals, and the well-reasoned speeches with which he 
defended them. His opinion on “The International in Relation to 
Politics” gained the united approbation of the assembly. In this 
congress comrade Lorenzo was nominated a member of the Federal 
Committee of the Spanish Region.

A few days after the constitution of the Committee the Franco- 
Prussian War of 1870 broke out, and this event gave occasion to the 
Spanish Regional Federation to hold a splendid demonstration in 
favour of human brotherhood, and to publish a manifesto from the pen 
of Lorenzo, in which with brilliant logic he lashed the barbarism of the 
Governments which launched their respective peoples into useless 
slaughter provoked by two tyrants.

It had been a custom every year in Madrid to hold a patriotic 
festival on May 2, during which popular brutality was exercised against 
the few Frenchmen who, not knowing the custom, ventured into the 
streets. The Federal Committee wanted to put an end to such a 
savage custom, and so determined to hold a fraternal tea, with both 
French and Spanish guests. This was such a blow against this 
pernicious custom (nourished by the Government) of the people of 
Madrid, that they raised a disturbance against it, and attacked the 
place where the fraternal tea was being held.

The Government now began to take serious notice of the organisa­
tion, on the suggestion of the political press, which, fearing that it 
would lose its adherents, and that its parties would be broken up, was 
waging a bitter campaign against the International. The Federal 
Committee, foreseeing future repression, decided to split up, in order to 
preserve the interests of the Spanish Federation.

Having received an invitation from comrades in Portugal asking 
that delegates should found a section of the International in the neigh­
bouring country, Lorenzo and two other members of the committee 
were sent as delegates. On Corpus Day, 1871, they left Toledo, having 
remained there two days on the way from Madrid. On arriving at 
Lisbon, they put themselves in touch with two Republicans, who 
accepted the ideas of the International with enthusiasm, and invited 
the delegates to join a group of young sympathisers, composed of 
students and workers. In order not to let the authorities know, 
and to give time to form an organisation, they held meetings in a boat, 
which was under the control of one of their number, in the middle of 
the Tajo and at night time. A year afterwards, owing to the activity 
of a few enthusiasts of the locality, and the assistance of the Madrid 
delegates, Lisbon counted 10,000 members in the “ Sections of Resist­
ance,” and Oporto 8,000.

Being unable to hold the second Labour Congress in Valencia, as 
had been agreed in Barcelona, a secret conference was held on 
September 10-18, 1871, when there were present, as delegates of 
the Council, Lorenzo and two comrades. Lorenzo’s work as a com­
positor left him little time for the affairs of the Federation, but he 
dedicated his holidays to the work of the organisation.

In a discussion in Parliament on the International a stream of 
invective was poured on the workers who wished to emancipate them­
selves by it. Lorenzo, in defence, said : “ If the International be 
declared contrary to the law, the International will declare the law 
contrary to reason and justice.” The menace of the Government 
against the International kept the Federal Council alert. In order to 
be prepared, defensive groups were formed in every district; Lorenzo 
organising those in the region of Andalusia. Later, in Barcelona, he 
did good work in the trade unions, bringing to bear all his intelligence 
and activity. He also contributed to the Labour journals in Spain, 
and, in Spanish, to various foreign reviews and capitalist dailies.

As a consequence of the bomb explosion in Barcelona in 1897, 
Lorenzo, like many others, found himself persecuted and imprisoned in 
the ill-famed Castle of Montjuich for about a year. The sufferings he 
underwent are not for narration here ; we all know of the bitter days 
in which “eyes were shut to right and justice.” He was among 
those deported to Paris, whence he returned on the granting of an 
amnesty.

In 1909 he was persecuted by the ferocious reactionaries of the 
Maura Ministry, and fled to Alcaniz and Teruel with the family of 
Francisco Ferrer. His name will always be linked with that of the 
founder of the Modern School, to whom he was an inspiration and an 
assiduous and enthusiastic collaborator in the great and glorious under­
taking. In the founding of Ferrer’s publishing house, it was Lorenzo 
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a figure almost precisely equal to 
the number of enlistments for the duration of the war. The proportion 
working short time is still something like 17 percent. In Germany 
about 31 per cent, of the total number of organised workmen have been 
called on active service, leaving 300,000 organised unemployed workers. 
From the above, the intimate relation between unemployment and 
enlistment is readily seen, and has apparently been far more responsible 
for recruiting activity than any appeal to patriotism. Murder as a 
profession may not be an alluring one, but as it is to the interests of a 
Government to keep its fighting units in the pink of condition, the. 
profession of arms conceivably offers some advantages over that of the 
dangerous trades in which so many of the workers risk their lives day 
by day without anything to break the monotony of their daily toil. 
One vital point, however, appears to have been overlooked—the soldier’s 
profession is an unproductive one, and despite the apparent drop in 
unemployment, the fact remains that the vast Army we have recently 
organised has to be fed and clothed by those who are still engaged in 
productive work. This is a factor that must force itself before us at 
no very distant date, and it certainly needs no prophet to state that an 
industrial crisis of some acuteness is bound to follow a declaration of 
peace. It is important that we should prepare for the time when the 
real meaning of our present “ trade revival ” shall be understood by 
those wage-slaves who, at the bidding of their masters, prepare the 
whole paraphernalia of war, and forge the chains that bind them. But 
it is conceivable that one day it may dawn upon them that freedom 
and free access to the land are the best possible guarantees of peace and 
well-being.
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