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particulars with comments, and the article in the Times of 
December 21 was obviously inspired. A people that will tolerate 
the holding back of news like this will tolerate anything.

The Christmas Day Truce.
Among the many episodes related by soldiers, and published 

in the daily papers, there is none so significant as the Christmas 
Day fraternisation of the combatants. We read that British and 
German soldiers mutually agreed upon a truce on Christmas Day, 
acting entirely upon their own initiative, in spite of orders from 
headquarters to the contrary ; and in many cases actually came 
out of their trenches and exchanged souvenirs and gifts. It 
seems that were the matter in the hands of those who are 
actually doing the fighting, we could prophesy a speedy cessation 
of hostilities. The British soldier has now had an opportunity 
of seeing that the German soldier, like himself, is just a man, a 
worker, dragged like him from production to the unholy task of 
destruction, for a cause about which neither knows much ; and 
perhaps the opportunity will help some to realise that the 
enmity t about which so much has been written, is not between 
the workers, but between their rulers, whose willing slaves they 
make themselves. As it is, they will go on plugging lead into 
one another, until the same authority bids them stop, and 
declares that they can now be friends. Britons never shall 
slaves ; no, never !

Why We Need an Army.
We are told that this war may mean the end of militarism. 

We wish it were so; but ex-President Taft damps our hopes. 
Speaking at Chicago recently, he said : “We need an army for 
its moral influence, if for nothing else. In a nation of 100,000,000 
there are liable to be riots, mobs, and insurrections, which cannot 
be regulated except by the presence of an army.” In a society 
based upon the robbery of the many by the few, there are bound 
to be uprisings of the many, and with increasing confidence and 
fuller knowledge a final overthrow of the few; and here it is that 
the need for the army is seen. Not to check the enemy from 
without, but to prevent the workers inside from coming to their 
own. And how is it to be done ? By training some of the 
workers as soldiers, who will exercise a moral influence—occa
sionally a physical influence—upon the rest of the workers, to 
prevent their rising against their exploiters. Truly a Gilbertian 
situation, and an ingenious arrangement; but one which, if the 
workers only understood, would soon fail if they refused to be 
soldiers, and exercised the moral influence, or otherwise, on the 
other side.

Back to Rome.
The sending of a British Envoy to the Vatican would 

normal times have been the signal for a violent outburst 
ecclesiastical circles; as it is, the incident, which reverts back to 
a practice dead for four hundred years, has passed by with 
scarcely a comment—in fact, without many being aware of it. 
How far the Censor is responsible we do not know, but that 
some influence is at work is certain. Criticism of the Govern
ment was forbidden at first, but the ban was removed. This 
new step illustrates how little the people have to say in what is 
being done in their name ; and, like many other things springing 
into existence just now, it is a step difficult to retrace. We may 
look forward to seeing an extra support being given to the State 
here when the necessity arises. There can be no doubt that the 
sending of the Envoy is a sop to the Irish Catholics, and may 
perhaps stimulate recruiting in Ireland, which so far has not 
been very brisk. When we find Anglican, Nonconformist, and 
other religious fanatics keeping quiet on this question, we can 
draw our own conclusions as to the depth of their sincerity when 
they cry out about religion in the future. As with politics, it 
serves its purpose of splitting the people into parties ; but when 
the great god, the State, has to be served, these sham divisions 
can go.

Justice by all Means.
We hear much of justice, liberty, and equality. M. Viviani, 

the French Premier, in his recent oration, intimates that “France 
will only lay down her arms when she has avenged her outraged 
right .... and crushed Prussian militarism, in order to recon
struct on a basis of justice a Europe at last regenerated.” This, 
with the help of her allies, France proposes to do. By all means 
let us crush Prussian militarism, but we must bear in mind that 
it is not only Prussian militarism we want to crush, but every 
kind of militarism, and every class that seeks to dominate others 
to its own advantage. We shall not bring this about by fighting 
and killing one another, but by combining and conserving our 
strength internationally. To reconstruct a regenerated Europe 
upon a basis of justice is something worth doing. True justice 
should remove the needless toil and starvation and weariness of 
body and spirit which is at present the lot of the workers. Let 
us seek in the sweet air and sunshine of the fields the true spirit 
of freedom, which alone will bring justice, liberty, and equality, 
and that splendid brotherhood and love where now we have 
strife and hatred. Let us see to it, fellow lovers of justice, that 
M. Viviani’s words shall come true !

Christians Confused by Clergy.
Whilst the guns reverberated and hurled their death-dealing 

missives ; whilst from every hoarding flashed the call to the 
young men of England to go out and slaughter their fellow men ; 
whilst in the hearts of almost every one burned hatred and 
malice fostered by a canting press, a recent Sunday was set apart
as a day of intercession with God to bring peace. All the 
churches were filled, and a perfect orgy of prayer took place. 
It was stated in one church that the peoples of the allied countries 
were on that day laying their case before God! We thought he 
knew everything. As an example of the confusion prevailing 
in the mind of the leaders of Christianity, the following serves 
to illustrate it well. Canon Carnegie, speaking at St. Margaret’s, 
Westminster, said : “ We should not pray for the triumph of our 
cause ” ; but the Dean of Westminster, speaking in the Abbey, 
next door, said : “ I am certain that we ought to pray for victory. 
Do not let us have any timidity in the matter ” ! Truly, a base 
materialist might ask : Where are we now ? One preacher, 
however, made it clear that we should not forget that the Allies 
have not a monopoly of God, and that prayers are being offered 
in our enemies’ churches. He might have added that they, too, 
believe their cause to be right. It is as well not to forget that 
fact, and in the remembrance perhaps the thought will come 
home that to carry on a campaign of murder is of itself the 
greatest crime against humanity, and to bolster up the deed by 
falling back upon a mythical superstition is not crime, but 
insanity. It serves its purpose of chloroforming its adherents, 
but incidentally this belief in any power, whether supernatural 
or otherwise, behind which to shelter, is the greatest stumbling- 
block in the path of those who seek freedom, light, and reason. 
The hypocrisy which underlies such things as the “ day of inter
cession ” would not stand a single day if the people really thought 
and acted for themselves.

time of stress such as the present. The facts of this protest were
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