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A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM.

An Appeal for “Freedom.”

Owing to the war, our income has been seriously affected, 
and we ask comrades and friends to help our Guarantee Fund to 
the best of their ability. Funds are urgently needed to produce 
Freedom regularly. We hope for a good response to this 
appeal.

Christian Tolerance.
Dean Inge, the “ gloomy Dean,” has written a remarkable 

letter to the secretary of the Anti-Vaccination League, referring 
to that organisation’s agitation against the inoculation of soldiers 
against typhoid. The letter gives us a remarkable insight into 
the psychology of the patriot, to say nothing of those who claim 
the saving grace of Christian tolerance :—

“ Deanery, St. Paul’s, E.C.
“ Sir,—I cannot imagine a more disgraceful or unpatriotic 

agitation than that in which you are engaged. If I were at the 
head of affairs, I should have you shot summarily.—Yours 
faithfully, W. R. Inge.”

We wonder what his attitude would be towards workers 
seeking for higher wages, or anti-militarists seeking to prevent 
wars and to abolish armaments ? He would no doubt stipulate 
that the deed be perpetrated with goods from Vickers and Co., 
who manufacture instruments for murder, for this servant of 
God is a shareholder in this firm!

Saving their Class.
The fulsome eulogies showered upon Lloyd George and the 

Cabinet by the bankers at their annual meetings should give 
rise to some pertinent questions. That this praise is bestowed

International Peace.
It is announced that at a meeting to be held in London on 

February 8, a resolution will be brought forward insisting upon 
the establishment of a peace “ which will secure the collective 
responsibility of all nations for the maintenance and enforce­
ment of international law.” Why endeavour to establish peace 
by accentuating that which has already failed, and will probably 
again fail ? Laws can always be broken. It is our failure to 
handle the economic and industrial forces upon a satisfactory 
international basis which is the main cause of the present war, 
therefore should we not rather endeavour to establish peace upon 
somewhat different lines to those which we have hitherto done ? 
The law of force demoralises, and will always create suspicion 
and distrust, which are the things we must do away with if we 
are to have peace between the nations. Therefore, let us begin 
our peace operations by abolishing the causes of war, inequality 
and the power of exploitation. The great armament firms have 
built up a wonderfully scientific and successful war industry, 
which will increase in its life-destroying power, always bringing 
in its train ruin and demoralisation. Let us destroy it! Its 
horror has surely reached the point of impossibility. Let us 
pave the way to the establishment of a peace hitherto unknown— 
a peace which will bring about free intercourse both socially and 
industrially between the various peoples of the world, and the 
abolition of armies and navies.

The Baby Killers.
A problem, daily becoming more 

increasing prices of foodstuffs and other
Indeed, to such a height do prices tend
follow the same rate of increase, many of the bare necessaries 
will soon be placed beyond the means of the average worker. 
Whilst, of course, it is assigned as an inevitable result of the 
war, yet behind it we can see the operation of certain forces 
which always secure that, come what may, the capitalist will 
stand to gain. It is not because of any shortage of coal, meat, 
or wheat that these commodities have increased in price, but 
because the patriot is always ready, whilst pleading to the 
manhood of the country to go out and fight, to fatten on the 
people’s need. Various suggestions are being made to stop the 
scandal, but it is idle and foolish to suppose that the State, 
whose business it is to protect Capitalism in its rapacious 
mission, will take up the cry of the children and make this 
monster disgorge. Pious resolutions may be an easy and safe 
way to dispose of these problems, but they do not solve them. 
The people will soon be crying for bread ; are they going to 
wait upon the charitable benevolence of the relief fund 
subscribers, or will they follow the lead of the State, that 
direct action is the finest argument ?

Six Months of War.
The fourth of February saw the close of the first six months 

of war. Since August last Europe has swum in a sea of blood, 
her peoples have suffered untold misery and anguish, combatants 
and non-combatants alike, not only in Belgium but in all 
countries affected ; and the moral consequences to the world 
at large, as the result of this recrudescence of barbarism, can 
never be estimated. The scraps of information, carefully 
doctored by the Press Bureau, only tend to heighten the state 
of nervous apprehension which has replaced the enthusiasm and 
excitement of the first few weeks; and the thinking man is 
asking himself, can it continue much longer ? For our part, we 
must confess that there appears not one ray which bids us hope 
that ere another six months passes we shall see the end of this 
bloody business. One thing, however, is certain, that if the 
mass of the people continue inert, as they have done hitherto, 
whilst acts of repression and despotic rulings have ordered their 
being, then the war will continue for possibly not only another 
six months, but two or even three years. The ruling classes 
dictated the programme and policy which precipitated war, but 
they least of all have had to suffer. The workers, with whom no 
choice resides, but to suffer and pay, can be the dictators as to 
when the war shall cease. A strong and energetic demand, 
backed, of course, by action, can so mould public opinion in all 
countries as to make the day of peace when they will. Already 
there are signs of unrest and uneasiness ; the appalling casualty 
lists, the increasing cost of living, and the general check given 
to life and progress, all have their effect upon the public mind ; 
and sooner or later the quiet submission with which these things 
are endured must give place to active revolt, directed against 
militarism and the State. It rests entirely with the workers to 
foster this latent revolt, and once it is consciously expressed, the 
war must cease, for without the assent of the people, whether 
expressed or tacitly given, no war is possible.

so plentifully upon a man whom they have unitedly denounced 
hitherto is proof positive of a generous hand to help them with 
the people’s money. The action of the Government in August 
last undoubtedly saved the commercial and banking world, if 
not from ruin, from a disorganisation more serious than it 
actually was. How much this assistance will cost we cannot 
estimate, but we can be sure that it will be enormous ; and the 
rendering of the same service to the people in need, actually in 
want, as a result of the war, would have cost an insignificant 
sum compared to this. Soldiers’ pensions, dependents’ allow­
ances, and alleviation of distress needed a strong agitation, and 
the increases were only given in a niggardly way. The people 
and their needs are but a secondary matter with Lloyd George, 
and the bankers’ praise is his most damning indictment.



10 FREEDOM. February, 1915.

OLD YEAR REFLECTIONS.
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For generations organised 
of various sects, has tried to

ost 
Harry Kelly. 

After writing the above, it was read to two friends, 
ade. “ How can people

If the founder of the Modern School, Francisco Ferrer, were 
alive he would surely insist that the war was a striking confirma­
tion of his theory that society must be regenerated through the 
teaching of children, and it cannot be denied that he would have 
good grounds for this assertion.
religion, through the medium 
spiritualise mankind by the teaching of certain ethical concepts, 
and side by side with the belief in a future life there has been a 
striving for human brotherhood. The rationalist thinker has 
said, and may well continue to say, that religion has been a 
curse to humanity. Notwithstanding this, it would be unjust 
and bigoted to deny to each school of thought the desire to 
uplift humanity through their particular form of ethical teaching. 
Humanity assumes strange forms and shapes in the minds of 
men, and more often than not it simply means their particular 
sect, but within that sect, as within the primitive tribe, they 
have believed in a vague way in something, a something called 
by d aanv names that meant brotherhood. The nations at war 
are for the most part, and with certain minor differentiations, 
advocates of the Christian religion, and yet they are maiming 
and murdering each other with a ferocity and hatred that is 
incredible. They have violated every form of ethics from the 
higher to the
common they are not even dignified by the name ethics. Almost 
every form of brutality and human activity despised by the 
individual in his daily life has been committed in the war, and 
the more horrible the results, the more heroic becomes the deed, 
and more celebrated the perpetrator ; so much so, that one need 
not be a pessimist or cynic to assume that the poisoning of wells 
and torturing of prisoners m
lasts
warship and airship where gunner and bomb-thrower could not 
help knowing helpless m

of our comrades who insist that as Anarchists we have nothing 
to do with the struggle now going on except wait for an oppor­
tunity to create a Social Revolution. It should be a matter of 
indifference to us if German, Latin, Anglo-Saxon, or Slavic 
militarism triumphs; we have nothing in common with the 
rulers and exploiters of any country, and should not only decline 
to die for the maintenance of a certain class of exploiters, bub 
gladly seize the opportunity to overthrow them all. Of what 
importance is it to us what form society takes one hundred 
years from now ? Is it not a matter beyond the range of man’s 
vision, and therefore a pure abstraction ? Men work and strive 
for the regeneration of humanity because it enlarges their vision, 
and makes of them bigger and better men. Incidentally, it 
gives them a great deal of pleasure, and they work because they 
cannot help it. The reasons why most of us wish to see the 
Germanic forces defeated are purely emotional. These forces 
stand for things that are diametrically opposed to what we 
consider our finer feelings. There is an inherent something in 
the German nation called the Prussian spirit that manifests 
itself in wishing to rule the world. It is the capitalistic spirit 
of nations and means: Express yourself as a nation with or 
without the consent of other nations, but by all means express 
yourself. The apologists of Germany tell us she must expand, 
but why must, we are unable to see. The people of Germany 
have a right to live, surely, an equal right with the rest of the 
world; but to claim a right to expand as a nation means a right 
that can only be attained at the expense of others, and then it 
is no longer a right, it is a privilege. To object to this does 
not mean that we stand for the status quo, far from it; as 
Anarchists and libertarians we are striving to reconstruct 
society so individuals and not nations will have eqnal rights,, 
and each have a place in the sun. We wish Germany defeated 
because we want to see the principle of national expansion 
defeated. When nations are thrown back upon themselves to 
find a market for their unconsumed products and a remedy for 
unemployment, other forms of wealth production and distribu­
tion will have to be found, and the nation that can do this first 
will be entitled to call herself more civilised than the rest. 

Uprisings and revolutions are being prophesied as a result of 
the war. We sincerely hope these forecasts may be correct, but 
unless men and women arrive at so
as to what they want, such uprisings and revolutions will be 
futile.

Long lean years are ahead of us, and from the present 
outlook the war will end through exhaustion, and not by 
decisive defeat of either side.
will be even
man will be crushed, if not broken. Revolutions are made by 
hope, and not by despair, and with men and women shattered 
and broken by sorrow and poverty great things cannot be 
expected of them. Out of all this turmoil and chaos new 
standards will arise, and men will think more clearly and act 
more consistently. They will learn—or we hope they will—that 
men must live their principles if they expect them to prevail. 
They must shed themselves of many superstitions, and they 
must learn to translate thought into action. They must not talk 
like internationalists and act like nationalists. There are so 
many contradictory facts of life to be reconciled that it may 
well be that Ferrer’s idea of reconstructing society through 
the education of children will prove the soundest and m 
basic of all.

P.S.
and the following objection was m
subject to certain customs that have become ingrained to- 
such an extent that they are really superstitions, make ‘free 
children ’ ? ” It is axiomatic that the education of adult and 
child should proceed along libertarian lines at one and the 
same time. My life for twenty-four years has been spent with 
adults, and my inclinations are along these lines. I can see, 
however, that adults may be free intellectually and unable to 
emancipate themselves from their emotions, and this war is a 
striking confirmation of this principle. If they, recognising 
this, are able to inculcate the ideas of internationalism and 
brotherhood in the minds of children, the latter might very easily 
act different from those who were in their childhood subject to 
the influence of priest and politician, with their talk of God and 
country. It must not be assumed that such an attitude agrees 
in toto with Ferrer’s theory that the education of children is the 
only way; but feeling as I do that the attitude of most revolu­
tionists on the war is purely emotional, and that emotion is due 
in large
and which we have not wholly emancipated ourselves from, the

en, women and children would be killed. 
Ships and trenches have been blown up without warning, killing 
thousands of men, and the more killed at one time the greater 
exultation at the act. Wars have happened in the past, and 
with just as much brutality, but never on such a tremendous 
scale, or in such a murderous manner as this one. So much so 
is this the case that the very standards of right and wrong, good 
and bad, justice and injustice, kindness and brutality have so 
shifted and are mixed so inextricably in the fog of doubt now 
hovering over the world that the honest Christian may well 
feel bewildered and wonder what has happened and whither he 
is going. After ages of effort to establish ethical systems and 
standards of conduct so that man may be differentiated from the 
lower animals, the individual is as truly stranded as the mariner 
without a compass travelling a trackless and unknown sea.

Everything that has been said of those who believe in the 
doctrine of free will can be said with equal truth of those who 
deny it. For fifty years Anarchists and Socialists have sought 
to reconstruct society by education and changing the material 
condition of man. They have stood apart very largely from 
those who upheld the old order of things, and have flattered 
themselves that they understood the habits, customs, and 
activities of man better than those who opposed them, and 
have on many occasions proven the truth of these assertions. 
At present they are as hopelessly divided on the principles they 
stood for as that section of society they bitterly opposed all 
these years. The ideal of solidarity and human brotherhood 
expressed in that old shibboleth, “ Workers of tb. ; world, unite, 
has been submerged as completely as the principles enunciated 
in the Sermon on the Mount, and the advocates of religion and 
social theory are slaughtering each other with as much avidity 
as if they had never heard of such doctrines.

At the opening of the war the Anarchists had the clearest 
vision of any school of thought, and the cleanest, truest record 
of all. Like many others, they had prophesied the war, but 
unlike them had foretold how all parties, including the Socialists, 
would act when hostilities were once launched. And now with 
the sun rising over the blood-stained fields they seem as hope­
lessly at sea as all the rest. Surely they would never have 
dreamed that Anarchists would urge their comrades and friends 
in France to cease their attempts to reduce compulsory military 
service from three to two years, or that they would be found on 
the same side of any struggle as the bloody Romanoffs and the 
rotten bourgeoisie of England and France. Neither did the 
Socialists imagine that men would die as cheerfully as the 
Germans are doing for the right to the markets of the world. 
Surely it is the most biting of all ironies to think of men dying 
for the right to live.

From a purely intellectual standpoint, we agree with those
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BOURGEOIS SOCIALISM.
By Michael Bakunin.

British Columbia Feder at ionist.

• »

. . . the slave ceases, and the master of slaves ceases. 
—Walt Whitman.

Arms and the Man I will not sing;
I sing the fearless Man to be;

Who o’er his passions shall be king,
And greet in peace his equals free.

The men of yore were strong and bold, 
For mastery like the brutes they fought; 

And wars to-day are waged for gold,
For gain mi

The
In the vast sum of human life;

No free development is his,
His powers must wane in sterile strife.

The Man I sing shall be a Whole,
A Man evolved in all his parts; 

Who shall in peace possess his soul,
And love fair Nature and the Arts.

The Man I sing shall find his Mate
In great-souled Woman, strong and fair,

Their love—unblest by Church or State— 
Bring joyous children sweet and rare.

No longer bought in church and street, 
Fro

For Woman-of her body sweet
And tender soul shall mistress be.

On the broad breast of Mother Earth
Mankind shall live the life serene,

And labour free win labour’s worth,
And strife and greed no more be seen.

But those fair days shall never be 
Till Tyranny be overthrown,

Till all the foes of Liberty
Be foiled, and free men seize their own.

To bid the tyrants cease is vain,
The blood-steeped scrolls of History show ; 

Whoso would Liberty attain,
His own strong arm must strike the blow.

Thus slaves shall cease in every land,
Dominion over slaves shall cease ;

Erect and free Mankind shall stand
In solidarity and peace.

Arms and the Man I will not sing ;
I sing the Whole Man yet to be; 

Who o’er his passions shall be king,
And greet in joy his fellows free.

T. S.

newspapers are slopping over with admiration for the way in 
which the big noisy politicians in Great Britain have quit nagging each 
other in face of the European war situation. They say it points to an 
united nation. What it really points to is, that as capitalists and 
property owners they are all in the same pot, and in face of a danger 
which threatens their common material interests they line up as one 
man, just the same as they do against the workers at time of strike. 
If the workers of all countries wore as class conscious as a body as 
their masters, there could be no war.

interest, as a result of their social position, and from heredity, 
to-day they are beginning to hear and see. They have at last 
grasped that the coming of Socialism is to-day an inevitable 
fact, that it is the fate of the century in which we live. And 
this is the reason why they have become Socialists.

But how did they become Socialists ? They have invented 
for themselves a Socialism of their own—verily, a very cunning 
one, which has as its object to secure to the bourgeois class all 
the privileges of the present order of society, and to secure to 
the workers—a continuation of their misery. It would be a 
waste of time to speak about it, had not these new bourgeois 
Socialists, using the privileges of their social position and wealth 
(naturally much more powerful than ours), as well as the 
organisation of their combination and the protection of the 
authorities, started a crusade in order to mislead the conscious­
ness of Labour organisations, especially in Germany.

We must fight them, and if the Committee of Egalite allows 
me, I will devote several articles to the purpose of explaining 
the gigantic difference which exists between true Socialism and 
the ridiculous Socialism of the bourgeoisie.—(Egalite, Dec. 19, 
1868).

the masses.
prove to the
without, and permanent oppression and exploitation within.

But we can leave these poor dotards to their impotent dreams 
and ridiculous Utopias. The present belongs to the bourgeoisie, 
the future is for the workers. Let us think of the great 
preparation for the coming day.

What is needed to bring about the final liberation of Labour ? 
Two things, two inseparable conditions. The first is the true 
and practical solidarity of the workers of all countries. What 
power on earth can resist this gigantic combination ? This 
must, therefore, be realised. All oppressed and exploited workers 
of the whole world must clasp hands across the artificial 
boundaries of the political States, and thus destroy these 
boundaries; they must unite for the common cause in the 
single thought of justice and solidarity of interests; all for each, 
and each for all. For the last time the world must split itself 
into two camps, into two parties; on one side, Labour to equal 
conditions for all, the liberty of each through the equality of 
all, the conquering Justice and Humanity—the revolution; 
on the other side, privilege, monopoly, dominion, oppression, and 
exploitation.

The secondcondition,inseparable from the first, is knowledge. 
Not the bourgeois knowledge, adulterated, metaphysical, legal, 
political, economical, pedantic and dogmatic, which is taught at 
your universities; but the true, human knowledge, founded on 
the positive perception of the facts of nature, history, and society, 
and guided by nothing else but reason and sound common-sense. 
Knowledge is power. The workers, therefore, need solidarity 
and knowledge. To develop these two fundamental conditions 
of their victory, is not this the main object of the organ founded 
by the Latin sections of Switzerland ? It is the duty of every 
one to help in this work, and I will be proud and happy to give 
what assistance I can.

It is especially a question the discussion of which seems to 
me very important. You know that these poor bourgeois, 
driven by the inevitable trend of conditions, and making 
necessity a virtue, are becoming Socialists to-day—i.e.t they are 
trying to dilute Socialism, as they have diluted so many good 
things to their profit. For a long time they opposed the word 
“ Socialism/ and I can tell a tale of this. It took me a whole 
winter, nay, a whole year, to explain the word “ Socialism ” to 
the Central Committee of the bourgeois “ Peace and Liberty 
League?’ Now they say they understand it. I put this miracle 
not to the credit of my poor eloquence, but to the eloquence of 
facts, which have spoken stronger than I. The strikes of Ghent 
and of Charleroi, the defeat of the German bourgeois democracy 
in the great Convention at Vienna, the Congresses at Hamburg 
and Nuremberg, and especially that at Brussels, have tamed 
their dogmatic and obstinate senses. Deaf and blind from class

(Letter to the Press Committee of “ Egalite ” in Geneva.)
My Dear Perron,—You ask me if I will contribute to the 

paper EgalitS, which will be the organ of the Latin section of the 
International in Switzerland. You can depend on me, my dear 
friend. I consider this society as the grandest and most healthful 
institution of our century, which will be destined to become the 
greatest power in Europe to reorganise social order by replacing 
present-day injustice with a reign of freedom, which, whilst 
excluding nobody from their rights, will become really beneficial 
for all, because it will be built up on the equality and solidarity 
of all; on equality and solidarity in labour and in the distribu­
tion of the fruits of this labour; in education, in the physical, 
moral and intellectual, personal, political and social develop­
ment of men ; and likewise in all noble and human enjoyments 
of life, which until now have been exclusively reserved for the 
privileged classes.

This grand Union of the workers of Europe and America has 
been in existence only four years, and it already carries all the 
elements of that justice and general peace which the bourgeois 
congresses long for but never find, for this one simple reason : 
the bourgeoisie is a part of society which has been worn out 
and made sick by history; and like so
owing to their impotence, think of Utopias, it dreams to-day 
of the unification of opposing forces, and wants the ends 
without the means. The bourgeoisie’s wish is nothing else than 
the platonic worship of Justice, but only on the condition that 
the inherent privileges of the historic evil shall continue to 
exist. They are thirsting for peace, but at the same time they 
want to preserve the existing political States, because these 
States protect them against the thousandfold just demands of 
the masses. Thirty centuries of history were not sufficient to 

m that the political State

tn chain and stain shall Love be free;
li
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