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Voluntary Enslavement.
The Munitions Bill introduced by Lloyd George reveals what

is the greatest piece of villainous treachery on the part of the
Trade Union leaders, and at the same time demonstrates the truth
of the saying that it i1s ‘‘ hard to push the British worker, but
easy to lead him.” That is the principle upon which the whole
scheme is to be worked, and by the agreement to suspend Trade
Union rules and principles, many of which have been obtained
by great sacrifice in the past, the worker is to enter into a
voluntary enslavement which will bind him more surely than
anything we . know. The cry of co-operation in the country’s
hour of need 18 so much balderdash, for how often have the
workers in their hour of need, when fighting a soulless boss,
realised that behind the boss the forces of the State, the military

and the police, were waiting the call to help him to defeat
them ? Where, then, lies the duty of the worker? Is it to
help those who shot his fellows atTonypandy, Llanelly, Liverpool,
Dublin, and Johannesburg? No, his duty, whatever his
““leaders”’ may promise on his behalf, 1s to himself. By this
Act he can be shifted from one job to another, he may not leave
his job, he must not ask for higher wages or shorter hours. He
must not take a holiday. In short, he must do nothing but
work and sleep, else the supply of implements for murder will
suffer, and the interests of the master class be placed in jeopardy.
It 1s not conscription. It 1s worse. It 1s State tyranny, which
we have always foreshadowed as being the condition of things
under State Socialism. Maybe the workers will reflect long and
deeply upon the conditions their leaders have thrust them into,
and, thinking deeply, act accordingly.

Lloyd George’s Vision.

““ London one big arsenal ’—this is the ideal of LLloyd George,
as given out in his speech upon the Munitions Bill. What a
striking commentary upon twentieth century civilisation. The
agreatest age man has lived through, when by the efforts of
Christianity and a benevolent State the highest point of
civilisation 1s supposed to have been reached ; and the ideal
held up before the people 1s that they shall all be working upon
implements for the destruction of life. Is not that sufficient for
all clear-thinking individuals to at once determine that this
fearful business shall cease? No other argument is necessary
when we remember that one-half of the world is providing the
means for the other half to slaughter each other with.

Registration and Regimentation.

The Bill for the registration of all men and women between
the ages of fifteen and sixty-five has been presented to the free
British public. 1t is the sequel to the Munitions Bill. The chief
demand 1is for information as to willingness to render national
service. What this may mean we are not quite sure, but
presumably either service with the Army or work on the
production of munitions. To us, it is but the preliminary step
to a bigger scheme of conscription.
anticipate a definite scheme of fall-blown conscription just

We do not, however,. .

yet; but we can see quite plainly what is behind the move,vt‘/"'

All who are not willing, for one reason or another, to perform
national service, will be known. The strength of the  anti-
conscription movement will be easily judged, and s those
statistics can easily be formulated the future p AP S 9« far as
conscription is concerned. It is a piece of true Bfjtish states-
manship, and we hope none of those who are oppofefl to com-
pulsion will be misled by its apparent simplicity, for in it is
contained the very essence of regimentation and State domina-
tion. It is the thin edge of the wedge.
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Liberty of the Press.

Nearly the whole of the London morning papers are carrying
on a campaign of innuendo and invective against the anti-war
movement. The idea is, of course, to gag and bind all publica-
tions that are opposed to the continuance of the war. The
Standard has specially directed its efforts against the VoICE oF
[LABoUR, and the Morning Post has been the means of closing
down the offices of the Stop-the-War Committee. We are glad
to say, however, that the Committee’'s work i1s by no means
scotched. For our part, we intend to continue our efforts in the
direction of opposing both the war and conscription, military or
industrial. The Northcliffe press has been asking for the truth.
We intend to give the public the truth wholesale. The Standard
calls us a pro-German party. We ignore this invective. We
are confident that our German comrades are working resolutely
toward the same end as we are. Prancing Junkerdom will stop
neither them nor ourselves. Our purpose shall have been
accomplished when the people are united in the bonds of a
lasting peace. This will only be when they have disposed of
their respective masters, and established Anarchist Communism.
This is the real way to end the war, and indeed all wars.

—

Repression in Ireland.

Ever since the war started, the Government have found
Ireland a hard nut to crack. The subterfuge by which Home
Rule was shelved convinced the rebellious section that they had
nothing to hope for from the rulers of this country. They have,
therefore, done their best to hinder recruiting, and to prevent
Irish workers losing their lives in other people’s quarrels. The
Government, in return for this, have suppressed Irish papers,
and imprisoned their editors. Men have been charged under
the Dafence of the Realm Act, and although juries refused to
convict, the prisoners have not been released. A well-known
rebel, Sheehy-Skeffington, was charged with making anti-
recruiting speeches. Although he put up a strong defence,
he was sentenced to six months’ hard labour; but he refused to
take food in prison, and eventually the authorities had to release
him. Others are still waiting their trial, and fresh arrests are
being made every week. We hope they will continue to resist,
as they can have nothing but contempt for a Government which
includes their arch-enemy, Sir Edward Carson.

 —— — —

Social Democracy Unmasked.

Anarchists have often been charged with exaggerating the
evils they foretell under Social Democracy, but that we have not
been guilty of exaggeration is proved by the manifesto issued by
the Socialist National Defence Committee, which includes among
its members such shining lights as H. G. Wells, Robert Blatch-
ford, and A. M. Thompson. This manifesto calls for national

" industrial mobilisation, control, and administration. It says:—

“ Under umversal control there would be no need for strikes.
Misconduct and indiscipline hindering the productivity of the
willing and capable workers would be summarily punished in
the workers’ general interest by their own representatives.

Therawould be no sympathy, public or private, for slackers,

" shirkers, and wastrels dismissed under these conditions, and,

as they would find it extremely difficult to obtain a livelihood

" elsewhere, they would gravitate naturally and quickly to their
proper sphere of usefulness in the fighting line.”

In other words, “ Work according to our orders, or be shot!”
That gives the game away with a vengeance. Why, even a
reader of the Clarion can never charge us with exaggerd$ion
after reading that paragraph. - X

ANAROHY.—A social theory which regards the union of order
with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the
political i1deal.—Century Dictionary.
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THE PATRIOTISM OF THE GOVERNING
CLASSES.

We have shown that ‘“ the country” 1s a sonorous word
designed to induce the workers to defend an order of things
which oppresses them. We shall see now 1if the “love of
country,” this “ holy sentiment,” this ““ love of the soil which 1is
born in every one,” is so deeply rooted in those who make the
declaration ; whether it rises from purely subjective causes, as
among the workers, or from purely material causes, from vulgar
preoccupations of mercantile interests. It1s among the writings
especially published by themselves for their own use that we
must search for their innermost conviction. It 1s edifying.

To hear them when they are addressing the workers there 1s
nothing so sacred as the country; every citizen should be
ready to sacrificehis life or his liberty for the defence of the
country. In fine, according to them, the country represents
the highest degree of the general interest ; to make sacrifices for
it 1s to sacrifice for one’s own and one’s self. We have only to
rummage among their treatises on political economy to convict
them of lying; to see that all these high-sounding phrases,
these sentiments which they parade, are nothing but bluffs for
the benefit of the simpletons who let themselves be duped by
the like, masks which they take care to leave in the dressing-
room when among their intimates. Here i1s what one of
their political doctors, whose authority 1s officially recognised,
says :(—

“It is the interest of the governing classes, of the prepon-
derance which they hold and for which they are indebted
precisely to a continuation of the state of war, which artificially
maintains that state among civilised peoples.” *

Could anything be neater? And our good capitalists, who
declaim so loudly against the frightful Anarchists that have the
audacity to demonstrate to the workers how their interest is
antagonistic to the interests of the bourgeois class, make no
mistake among themselves in properly defining this antagonism,
in order to find a basis for their governmental system. But here
1s a still more damaging admission :(—

“ Motives or pretexts are no more lacking under the new
régime than they were under the old; but under the one as
under the other, the true motive of every war 1s always the
interest of the class or party in possession of the Government—
an interest which must not be confounded with that of the
nation or the mass of consumers in the body politic; for as
much as the governing class or party 1s interested in the con-
tinuation of a state of war, so much 1s the nation governed
interested in the maintenance of peace.”

As to the advantage which the governing class finds in the
continuation of a state of war, the same author goes on to
tell us:—

“ War without implies peace within ; that is to say, a period
of easy government, during which the Opposition is reduced to
silence under pain of being accused of complicity with the
enemy. And, what is more desirable, above all, when the
Opposition is troublesome, and its forces nearly balance those
of the Government ? In fact, 1f a war be unsuccessful, 1t
inevitably involves the downfall of the party which undertook
it ; but if, on the other hand, it be successful (and it 1s not
undertaken unless some favourable chances are assured), the
party which engaged in it and carried 1t to a satisfactory issue
acquires, for a time, a crushing preponderance. How many
motives are there, not to speak of the small profits to which it

opens the way, for not letting a favourable opportunity to make
war escape!”

As to the “small profits,” here is an enumeration of
them :—

“But, up to our own day, it has been the inferior classes,
those whose influence counts the least, who have generally
furnished the common soldiers. The wealthy classes have
escaped by a money sacrifice ; and this sacrifice, ordinarily very
moderate, has been more than compensated for by the market
which the state of war offered to members of the said classes,
upon whom the proscription of foreigners and the obligation of
passing through the military schools (access to which was, in
fact, impossible to the poorer classes) ‘ conferred the monopoly
of the remunerative offices’ of the military profession. Finally,
if war be cruel to the conscripts who, according to the forcible

opular expression, furnish ‘meat for the canmnon,” the
gepartnre of these impressed troops, brought up to farm
labour or in the workshop, by diminishing the supply of

* G. de Molinari, ** Political Evolution in the Nineteenth Century.’’

Tuly, 1915.
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hands, has the effect of increasing wages, and thus palliating
the horrors of war to those who escape military service.”

Thas is categorical. We see that the “ sacred love ™ of the
metaphysical entity, ¢ country,” is nothing more than exploita-
tion and “ small profits” ; but the avowal i1s complete; 1t 18 a
triumphant retort to those who would object that “ there is a
public opinion of which the governors are forced to take
account,” that ‘““a war may be just and obtain the assent of the
public,” that “it is wrong to declaim against war in general,”
that “there may be cases into which rulers are dragged 1in
spite of themselves,” and moreover that “ war 1s a consequence
of the existing social state,” that “one may declaim against
it or deplore i1ts necessity,” but that “we are compelled to
submit to 1t.”

Let us continue to quote :(—

‘““ Nevertheless, whatever be the power of the men who
decide peace or war, and the influence of the class from which
the political, administrative, and military staff is recruited, they
are, as we have just observed, obliged to reckon,in a cerfain
measure, with the much more numerous class whose interests
are involved in the various branches of production, to whom
war 1s a nuisance. Experience all the time demonstrates that
the resisting force of this pacific element i1s 1n nowise propor-
tionate to 1its mass. The vast majority of the men who
compose 1t are absolutely ignorant, and ¢ nothing 1s easier than
to excite their passions or lead them astray as to their interests.’
The enlightened minority is less numerous; and besides, what
means would these latter have of getting their opinions to
prevail, in the presence of the powerful organisation of the
centralised State ? ”

Thus our capitalists do not hide from themselves the fact
that they see nothing in war but a means of continuing their
exploitation of the workers; the massacres which they organise
serve to rid them of the surplus which encumbers the market.
To them armies are created with the sole view of furnishing
place and rank to those of their dependents by whom they would
otherwise be importuned. To them, finally, these wars which
they pompously call “national,” making the hollow, sounding
words ‘“country,” ¢ patriotism,” “national honour,” vibrate in
the ears of the naive—to them these wars are but pretexts for
“small profits.”

War upon “small profits ”! War upon all the wars under-
taken i1n the name of the “country ” or “civilisation”! For
now that patriotism is beginning to decline, this new mockery
—*“ civilisation ”—is used a great deal in launching the workers
on a crusade against inoffensive peoples whom the capitalists
would exploit, and whose sole offence consists in being
behindhand in reaching that degree of development which we
have agreed to call present civilisation.

Ostensibly it is to punish a band of imaginary marauders
and secure our national preponderance that wars like the
expedition to Tunis are undertaken, while the real object is to
open up a new country to the rotten financial operations of a
few dubious schemers; it 18 to secure a free field to these
parasites upon the social revenue that the money wrung from
the workers by taxation is expended in armaments; it is to
realise “ small profits ” from the offices created in the conquered
countries that these new markets, which enable the capitalists
to get rid of their stale products, are opened with cannon shots,
that a robust youth is impoverished, that a multitude of young
men 1s sent to perish in an unaccustomed climate or be
massacred by people who, after all, are at home, and are only
defending what belongs to them.

War upon these “small profits,”” these expeditions to Senegal,
Tonquin, the Congo, Madagascar, for ever being undertaken in
the name of “ civilisation,” which has nothing to do with such
expeditions, that are brigandage pure and simple! We exalt
patriotism at home, and shoot or decapitate, as brigands or
pirates, those who are guilty of nothing but defending the soil
on which they live, or of having revolted against those who
have imposed their rulership upon them in order to exploit and
enslave them ! .

But we shall have to return to this question in a special
chapter upon colonisation; let us confine ourselves for the
moment to the patriotism of the governing classes. Recent
events have laid it bare in all its hideous reality. The secrets
of our armaments and defences betrayed, through the complicity
of the employees of the bureau of the Minister of War; the
most disgraceful intrigues, operating with this whirlpool of
billions to the detriment of the taxpayers’ pocketbooks and the
security of the country! The Government, instead of hunting
down the guilty, sought to cover them up, and throw a veil over
the most shameless turpitudes! We behold the great manu-
facturing metallurgists—Deputies for the most part, having old.
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