In this Issue :
The Organic Society
The Trial of Oscar

Wilde p. 2

The Press and the

Yugoslav Crisis p. 3

Vol. 9 No. 16

The Duty of

Individuals

to Defy the

Authority
of the State

HE trial at Nuremburg of 23

former heads of I. G. Farben
of crimes against the peace ended
a week ago (after lasting for
eleven months ) with the acquit-
tal of all 23. The judgment
read by the president of the
Court is a document of particular

interest.

“Their participation was that of fol-
lowers and not leaders. If we lower
the standard of participation to include
them 1t 1s difficult to find a logical place
to draw the line between the guilty and
the mmnocent among the great mass of
German people. If the majority of
Germans were condemned this would
amount to a determination of collective
guilt to which the corollary of mass
punishment is the logical result.

“We would not require the citizen,
at the risk of becoming a criminal under

- P. 2
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BEWARE OF WAR TALK

HE talk of war gathers in intensity

and every day brings news calculated
to instil into us a sense of imminent nat-
ional peril and of resignation to military
preparations and civilian sacrifices. Re-
ports of the economic crisis, the produc-
tion drive and export programme have
given place to those of the international
crisis, fostered for their different purposes
by the rival powers.

To the rulers of the Soviet Union the
conflict over Berlin, magnified into the
threat of war, is a means of bringing to-
gether under her wing her brood of satel-
lites, and of repairing the damage to
prestige caused by the ugly duckling Tito.
The crisis has its uses for the Western
powers also. It will put M. Marie’s pre-
carious government more firmly in the
saddle 1in France, it will focus national
support for the policy of the American
administration while the “firm hand”
policy may strengthen Mr. Truman’s
chance of re-election and will give new
impetus to the latest “red scare” witch-
hunt.

*
In this country the war rumours are
taking second place to the Olympic
games. The Prime Minister, sweating at

Wembley while the athletes marched past,
pulled out his watch. At that moment
Mr. Bevin was putting over his latest
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ning at the rate of 20,000 a month, would
have to be slowed down. With threats
and warnings of this sort the idea of the
inevitability of war i1s to be drummed 1nto
us until we accept i1t as easily as do the
fair-weather pacifists on the Government
benches. Consternation, resignation, pre-
paration—these are the ingredients of a
war scare, and passing hopelessly from
crisis to crisis, we are to be persuaded to
accept all sorts of continual inconven-
1ences, restrictions, sacrifices with that
awful temporising that poisons the enjoy-
ment of life. From war to economic
crisis, from economic crisis to war scare,
from war scare to war economy—this 1s
the melancholy switchback upon which we
are travelling.

*

The editorial of the last issue of
Freedom showed why we may suppose
the present scare to be largely an exploita-
tion of the threat of war rather than of
its immediate likelihood. On the other
hand, the war preparations are real
enough. The United Nations have shelved
their plan for general disarmament after
two years of futile debate; the price of
crude rubber has risen steeply as America
and Russia compete for the world’s sup-
plies; the sixty super-fortress bombers sent
to this country by the U.S.A. have been
followed by military staff officers. Some
demobbed R.A.F. officers have been re-
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increase production of munitions and

stores for the services.

*

A headline in the News Chronicle for
27.7.48 reads: “Slump in U.S. would
mean War, says President”. This remark,
confirming as it does, our last editonal,
is most interesting. Mr. Truman did not
say ‘“‘Soviet control of Germany would
mean war’, nor did he say ‘“‘Bolshevik
Barbarism” or “Stalinist Imperialism”
will mean war. He made it clear that a

“Liberty 1s not a means to

a higher political end, 1t 1s
itself the highest political
end.”

LORD ACTON.

Threepence

slump, the result of capitalist over-
production would be the cause of war. It
is against this background that the
present row amongst the “Big Three™
should be measured. The “crisis” 1s re-
garded by all its protagonists as a soften-
ing-up operation for their various popu-
lations to prepare them for, to gain their
saction for, the Third World War, which
the rulers of Britain, Russia and America
believe to be inevitable, as indeed 1t 1s
unless the peoples decide otherwise.
CoLIN WARD.

U.AN.0. Disarmament

Talks Breakdown

THE disillusionment of many voung

men, who really believed the
allied propaganda and joined the
armed forces as they would a crusade,
is going to manifest itself in many
outbursts of protest at the fact that

mass destruction., and the destruction of
existing stocks of atomic bombs

THE CHINESE SITUATION
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the rules of international justice, to de-
cide that his country has become an
aggressor and that he must lay aside his
patriotism, the loyalty to his homeland,
and the defence of his own fireside—at
the risk of becoming a traitor to his own
country if he takes an erroneous
"“‘;i!»fc!!-b::e‘x! on facts of which he has
vague knowledge.”

having defeated the German people
the world is now talking about a big-
ger and better next world war. One
such example occurred recently 1n °

America where according to a report
in the N.Y. Herald Tribune (24/7/48)

“Stephen J. Supina, former B17 Fort-
ress gunner in the Army Air Forces who
fearcd the United States was heading for
another war, flew his tiny Atronca plane
over LLake Success yesterday and dropped
a bomb which exploded 400 feet from
United Nations headquarters.

Chengtu, 29th Fune.

In myv last message, I told you that the
new Government, led by Dr. Weng-Wen-
Hao, i1s powerless to improve the critical
situation occasioned by mlitary defeat
and financial bankruptcy. The facts give
proof. Kai-Feng, capital of Honan Pro-
vince, has been occupied by the Bolshevik
Army, and hundreds of thousands of the
people have died by governmental bom-
bardment. In Santung, the birthplaces of
Confucius and Mencius are already lost.
In the Provinces north and south of the
Yellow River and even south of the Yang-
Tze rniver, Bolshevik armies and bandits
are everywhere to be found, and threaten
to march 1n to the province of Szechwan
In August. ‘

At the last half of June, the cost of
living doubled and trebled. A well-known
economist asserted that by the end of
June the total quantity of National Cur-
rency 1s at least $18,500,000 million.

We will soon be at starvation point.
In Szechwan the Government has decided
to tax rice grain double that of last vear
(1.e. 24,800,000 hectolitres that year, 2/5
that of the total amount of all provinces).

The Kuo-Ming Tang (Kuomingtang)
now struggles for its reactionary dictator-
ship risking final defeat and ruin, longing
for military and financial aid from Ameri-

“try-on” in the House of Commons, tell-
ing them that a decision would have to be
taken within a few days on whether the
release of men from the Army, now run-

called for active service and it is an-
nounced that twenty-thousad more work-
ers may be recruited in the Government’s
Royal Ordnance factories under a plan to

NEW ATTITUDE TO
"THE Western Powers’ change of GE RM ANY

attitude towards the Germans is

not going to hoodwink many people

as to 1ts true nature. In a letter ppb- our neighbours a few years ago in the

lished by the Manchester Guardian, Christian sense, and are our neighbours

Mr. Victor Gollancz sums up the DOW; anc;) it 1s as such, and for no other
7 : : . reason, that we should have loved them

Bnnshdattltude 13 no uxl;certamhman- then andtshauldilave ther now.

cr and we can do no better than 1o To avoid misunderstanding, let me add

that I am quite orthodox in my view of

reproduce his letter in full:
Soviet policy: for many years I have

believed it to be the gravest possible
menace to Western civilisation.”

If we consider the judgment

om the point of view of the
/Court and the States which it re-
presents there is little one can
find to criticise. It is only when
one approaches it from the angle
of a responsible human being that
the hypocrisy of the Nuremburg
Trials, with their high-sounding
ideals of justice and humanity,
become patently clear. Why do
the allied Governments talk of
**erimes against humanity’ when
they do not believe in “‘human-
ity and of ‘‘crimes against
peace’” when they do not believe
in “*peace’?

Police announced to-night that Supina
surrendered in New Haven, Conn.

United Nations officials said Supina
flew his plane 115 miles from Willimantic,
Conn., to Long Island . ..

Supina’s brother, Thomas, said 1n
Willimantic that Stephen had been very
depressed 1n recent weeks about the Berlin
crisis, the ‘lethargy’ of the UN and the
need for something to jolt them into
action. He said: ‘He has been through
the war and seen many of his buddies
= die. He shot down two planes over
Europe, and once he and his captain flew
a bomber back from Germany after the
rest of the crew bailed out. He did not

“Many who have been trying not
merely since victory but since the out-
break of the war, to induce a decent
attitude towards the German people are
feeling sick at heart in the very hour | :

when, to the superficial observer, their
The Arnot

hopes are being fulfilled. The change

* had indeed been startling.

O have found the Farben chiefs

guilty would have implied that there
are times when the individual has the
duty of acting according to his con-
science against the decisions of the
rulers. This 1n its turn means that
the individual is not obliged to defend
his country, right or wrong. This
could never be accepted. Indeed, the
individual is a ceriminal under internat-
ional justice if he lays aside his patriot-

We pleaded for a decent attitude to the
German people because it is right to be
decent to human beings as such. Is it
because it 1s right to be decent to human
beings as such that a wave of sentimental
pro-Germanism—and for once in a way
the word ‘sentimental’ is used precisely—
1Is now swelling? No: it i1s because in
the changed circumstances the Russians
are more dangerous to us than the Ger-
mans, and therefore it i1s the Germans
we must woo as potential allies in a

Robertson Case

’I“HE case of Miss Arnot Robertson, the

film critic who brought a libel action
against Metro Goldwyn Mayer for their
interference with her freedom of speech
as a B.B.C. film critic shows once again
the fuulity of attempting to use the law

In a capitalist country to obtain protection
from capitalist interests.

The fact of the case is that MGM wrote

want to go through another war, and kept
saying somebody ought to blast the United
Nations into actuon’.”

Meanwhile a Reuter report from
LLake Success (26/7/48) states that:

The working committee of the United
Nations Disarmament Commission de-
cided by a vote of nine to two (Russia
and Ukraine opposing) that there was no
point 1n continuing its work which began
over sixteen months ago. The committee
will report its failure to the Commission,

can mihitarism.
| 2 &)} X

A Libertarian
Radio Station

HE Intercontinental Commission

of the Spanish Libertarian Move-
ment 1n exile announce in their most

a letter to the B.B.C. protesting that Miss hich. - 3 : : : :

» : , R , which,-in turn, will have to inform the recent circular lette 20/ 7148
ism because he considers his country an | dreaded conflict. Robertsqn s _criicisms—which were un- Gener’al Assem’blv in Paris in September th;t thc:- ‘:ﬂ“_z ntowusut-;ge/dz G 4bi:):
aggressor! Tew : . usually intelligent and uncompromising in that disarmament, like the control of Dothing e el the g .«

: WO s[atcrpcnts by Sir Bn?n quertson character—were “harmful to the film in- atomic enerev. has ended 1n Complc[c he: las 1 . ~

And yet for years the Allies by means | reveal, as with a flash of lightning, the  dustrv’—in other words, harmful to its | deadlock 5% . their last Intercontinental Confer-
of leaflets and by using Germans (who squalor of our moral landscape. ‘Although CALOCR. ence to establish a powerful radio

had turned against their country) to
broadcast from the numerous allied
transmitters, called on the German
people to refuse to follow their leaders
and to sabotage the war effort! But
many dangerous thoughts are encour-
aged in war time since the means justify
the ends, but once the war is ended
then not even Germans can be condem-
ned for not having refused to obey their
Nazi leaders, for otherwise it might put
idcas into their heads about refusing to
obey their new democratic rulers! And
to quote the British Lord Chief Justice
in the case of an 18-year-old schoolboy:
*If boys of 18 set themselves up against
the will of Parliament, that would be a
fine state of affairs.” Indeed it would!
Yet the Nuremburg judgment teaches us,
if nothing else, that there will only be a
recal belief in **humanity’” and a chance
of **peace” when more, and not fewer
“*boys of 18""—and their elders—realise

Britain considered that the Germans
should be adequately fed,” he stated in
1945—at the beginning of three vyears,
not of adequate feeding, but of semi-
starvation,—‘it was not because she was
sorry for them but because it was a matter
of policy.” On June 4 this year Sir Brian
i1ssued new instructions to British officials
in Germany, the objective being that Ger-
mans are to be accepted as ‘a Christian
and civilised people and are to be treated
accordingly.” He added that ‘their in-
terests converge with ours, and there is
no longer ill will between us.” In three
short years the pariah nation, held crimi-
nally responsible, as a whole, for Ausch-
witz and Buchenwald, has become, as a
whole, ‘Christian and civilised’—with
Auschwitz and Buchenwald forgotten. In
1945 they were to be fed ‘as a matter of
policy’: in 1948 they are to be ‘treated’ as
Christian and civilised because ‘our inter-

vested material interests.

In the original case the judge sent the
case to the jury on the grounds that
there was evidence of malice, and damages
were awarded to Miss Robertson. Now
the Court of Appeal have ruled against
the original judge, Miss Robertson loses
the case, and she—not the judge whose
mistake is held to be responsible—is made
to pay the £5,000 costs of the appeal on
both sides.

From an anarchist point of view, we
can say that this is all that can be ex-
pected from litigation. But it must also
be pointed out that the decision in fact
represents a benediction by the courts on
the methods of interference in the inde-
pendence of a critic which a large film
corporation has used in this instance, and
which similar corporations are hkely to
use again. It makes the independence of
writing in any but a few minority papers

The resolution which was adopted has
been submitted by Britain and amended
by Canada and the United States. It
said :

“A system of regulation and reduction
of armaments and armed forces can be
put into effect only in an atmosphere of
international confidence. Measures for
the regulations and reduction of arma-
ments which would follow the establish-
ment of the necessary degree of confi-
dence might in turn be expected to in-
crease confidence and so justify further
measures of regulation and reduction.”

It also laid down three other condi-
tions before disarmament could take place:
(1) International control of atomic energy,
(2) peace treaties with Germany and
Japan, and (3) an adequate system of
supervision and safeguards against viola-
tions.

The Soviet view was that the regula-

transnutter in France which could be
casily picked up in Spain.

In spite of the already heavy re-
sponsibilitiecs and commitments of
the movement, the necessary initial
funds were soon subscribed and the
running expenses of the transmitter
guaranteed.

The station is to be found on the
44 metre wave-band and the call sig-
nal 1s ECN1 (Al Servicio de la
Liberacion de Espana). Daily trans-
missions are from 1 p.m. to 1.30
p-m., 7.30 pom. to 8§ p.m. and from
9.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. On Sundavys
and public holidays from S.30 a.m.
to 9.30 am.,, 1 pm. to 1.30 p.m,,
7.30 pom. to S8 p.m. and 9.30 p.m.
to 10.30 p.m.

The Circular Letter draws the at-
tention of listeners to the fact that
there 1s another Spanish station on

; ests converge.” Il will then, good will more precarious than ever, and the only on ¢ »ductio S armaments Zon -
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