
In this Issue :

The Village Labourer - p. 2 

International News p. 3 

Readers' Letters - - p. 4

“Obedient subjects are more 

desirable than enlightened

citizens."

—Emperor Francis I
of Austria

ThreepenceApril 16th, 1949Vol. 10, No. 8

WHO HAS WONDEMOCRATIC FARCE

for the relief of Purchase

HE COPPING CASE

of sadism

the

con-

that.
play

Hall, and all 
closed down 

stronger than 
Horsley Hall, 
principles of 
these schools

A

* J

Vargas gave 
and military

last three 
retain 
63 per 
spurned

A number of schools were transformed 
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On the voting, sixty odd percent, don’t 
want any of the political parties and 
may (perhaps) he assumed to adhere to 
the idea of not being ruled at all. But 
does the democratic machinery imple­
ment their clearly expressed majority 
wish? Is it not a crying scandal that 
after the elections County Hall is not 
closed up and given over to the wee? ly 
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the care of children at their school, Horsley Hall. The facts of 
(somewhat garbled it is true) have been widely published in the 
news papers. Two main points of interest arise out of the case: 

importance which the law attaches to
sexuality in adolescents, and second,
the danger of conducting any
activities of a revolutionary nature
without taking precautions against 
interference.

A certain section of the anarchist
movement vociferously denies the
importance of the struggle for sexual
emancipation as an integral part of 
th- revolutionary struggle. The re­
actionaries are wiser. They know that
sexual emancipation is dangerous to
the established order, and that chil­
dren will be less docile to authority 
w^en they grow up. It was obvious 
from the evidence submitted by the
prosecution, that what really enraged
the authorities was the fact that sex 
was notjaboo at Horsley Hall School.
The chafge of keeping the children in 
an insanitary condition was thrown in
for good measure—but as it was quite 
untrue, it was not seriously pressed.

Most of our ruling class have been 
to Public Schools. These are board­
ing schools where the children are
kept segregated from the opposite sex 
during the period of their adolescence.
The general atmosphere in such
schools is one of sexual frustration;
adolescent sexuality there takes the
form of various kinds of homosexual
attachment and practice (which is

is not the purpose of this article to recount the details of the prosecution 
of Messrs. Copping and Reynolds for their alleged unfittedness to have 
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All of which is playing politics and 

ignoring the real issue. The fact is that 
this is a war budget, and that this coun­
try can now be regarded as being on a 
permanent war economy. Cripps’ honesty 
is only apparent within the contexts of 
capitalist economy, governmental society 
and war preparations. As was pointed 
out in our last issue, no less than 40 per 
cent, of our income (£2 in every £5!) 
goes to the government for expenditure 
as it thinks best. And it thinks it best 
to increase the amounts spent on defence 
while pegging food subsidies and passing 
the increase in prices on to you.

If the colossal sums taken out of our 
pockets each day and week of the year 
were spent on the much-publidsed 
“benefits” of the Welfare State, there 
might not appear to be such strong argu­
ments against taxation as we could put 
up. But the money also goes on, besides 
war-preparation, the maintenance of all 
the vast useless and repressive machinery 
of local and national government 
(2,000,000 bureaucrats!), the police, legal 
apparatus, prisons and reform schools.

And as long as we retain those mill­
stones around our necks, we must pay the 
bill—and if we only pay in money, we’ll
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FOR LONDON READERS 
(who may get FREEDOM in time!)

A PUBLIC MEETING will be held at 
Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, 
Victoria, at 7.45 p.m. on Good Friday. 

"A Fight for Freedom." Speakers: Robert 
Copping and Edward Reynolds.
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more or less furtive), 3nd 
which is well organised and catered 
for by the school authorities. This 
system of schooling is held up as the 
ideal by our ruling class, and such 
places as Horsley Hall, where the boys 
and girls associate with one another as 
much as they please, are pilloried as 
corrupting the “white souls” of 
young.

It is a dangerous mistake to regard 
ruling class reactionaries as bigotted 
fools; on the contrary, they have 
wisdom to see 
narrow interest.
on a dim-witted hypocritical act of being 
concerned for the “purity” of adolescents, 
while they probably remember qyite well 
their own adolescent period as a festering 
sink of frustration and furtive half­
satisfactions—is a sign of cunning and a 
shrewd appreciation of reality. They 
know by the practical experience of ruling 
what makes young people docile or 
rebellious, and their traditional wisdom is 
such that they have managed to preserve 
their rule by rigidly upholding certain 
standards which they may privately 
recognise as hypocritical bunk.

Mr. Copping, who has been chiefly 
responsible for Horsley Hall, seems to be 
naively unconscious of the full revolution­
ary implications of his school, a condition 
which is fairly common among pioneers 
who have a limited objective in view. He 
is sincerely concerned for the welfare and 
happiness of children, and appears to 
attribute the persecution which his efforts 
have aroused to stupidity and misunder­

standing. Perhaps the authorities under­
stand the implications of his pioneer work 
only too well.

Mr. Copping has devoted time and 
money in the past to publicity for his 
educational venture, and such publicity 
has had its value. Who can tell what 
widespread ripples of revolt have been 
spread by his staging of a demonstration 
of how’ easily half-a-dozen boys can thrash 
any man who brandishes a cane at them. 
But he has not realised fully that all action 
of revolutionary implication must be con­
ducted with due regard to the power and 
vigilance of counter-revolutionary forces.

Mr. Copping appears to have been 
extraordinarily open and frank to a 
police detective who questioned him; he 
has yet to learn the truth of Stimer’s 
maxim when confronted with the forces 
of the law which seek to entrap us, we 
should have the courage of a lie.

If one is to conspire with children to 
enable them to achieve the freedom which 
is not granted to them by law and re­
pressive tradition, one must open their 
eyes to the full necessity for observing 
the conditions of conspiracy. One musr 
not let children grow up with too trusting 
an attitude to adults, or they will soon 
have their confidence abused. A few 
determined lies in the right quarters, and 
lAs trust of those who acted as informers 
in the case, and Horsley Hall School 
might have been saved to continue its 
work. Frankness is no virtue when it 
puts a weapon in the hands of our 
enemies.

There are a number of schools in the 
country similar to Horsley
of them could have been 
years ago on evidence no 
that which was used to dish
Let us blazon abroad the 
free education under which
operate, but be very chary of letting 
damaging evidence fall into the hands of 
our enemies. v G.

made this a “popular” budget, they would 
have been able to make even greater play 
of the “vote-catching” story. The 
Chancellor has very cleverly spiked their 
guns by refusing to panic—and has given, 
as we just said, the appearance of being 
a man of integrity. He will be able to 
go before the electorate in 1950 as the 
man w’ho saved the country from in­
flation—and, of course, the man who will 
lead it to prosperity during the ensuing 
five years if the Labour Party is given 
the chajnce to continue its planning for a 

_ —_ etc., etc.

THE ELECTIONS?

HE remarkable dead-heat result of the London County Council 
elections has served to provoke comment which indicates 

the absurdity of democratic government as it is exhibited to us. 
The supposed aim of such a method of local government is to 
ensure that the people will rule—that, after all, is what the word 
democracy means; and one might have thought that in local affairs 
this was more easily attainable than in the national sphere because 
of the local nature of the problems of administration. The people 
of London could be expected to know what they want and so 
would instruct their representatives how to act.

In fact, of course, elections pose quite a different problem 
to the man in the street and his wife. For there is no machinery 
for “instructing” one’s representative. At elections one does not 
say what one wants, one has the privilege of choosing between 
programmes of rival political machines, neither of which may suit 
one at all.

Meatlessness
But it is apparent that sueh

shrewd political observers as the
newspapers do irot even expect
the electorate to make up its
mind on
choosing
grammes.
example, calmly remarks that “it
is generally accepted, especially
in London, that post-Budget de­
pression and a long succession of
meatless days have helped con­
siderably to send votes floating
rightwards”. The party that has
achieved the position of umpire
or referee in the political game
may perhaps be trusted to favour
no interests but its own; but this
Liberal • opinion seems to be
blandly unaware how insulting
its explanation is to the demo­
cratic concept. For what could
be more absurd than determining
one’s vote in a local election by
shortage of a commodity de­
pendent on trade with a remote
South American power! No
doubt the unconscious, but none
the less clearly implied insult is
thoroughly justified, but what a
farce it makes of the elaborate
theoretical justifications for the
democratic electoral system!

Getting Power
Rejoicing in the position of in­

fluence attained by Sir Percy
Harris, the solitary Liberal at
County Hall, whose vote may
create a majority for one side or
the other of the sixty-four
Labourites and sixty-four Tories,
the Liberal Press has some more
unconscious gibes at the work­
ings of democracy. “Many
people would vote Liberal if
they thought the Liberals could
get power. One way of having
power is to hold the balance.
The idea should be fostered. It
could catch on . . .” Now; Sir
Percy Harris’ position of in­
fluence is quite fortuitous, being
due to the accident of a dead
heat. There cannot he the
slightest reflection here of “what
the electors zwant”. Sueh a
result is pure accident, and can­
not by any stretch of the imagina­
tion be attributed to the wishes
of Londoners; yet the Liberals
accept it without the smallest
qualm.

But Who has Won?
If democracy meant the wish of the

people, these elections could be held
to show that anarchists have a majority
of more than twice the total votes cast
for the political parties. It could be
said that we have won. For onlv a*
minority of the electorate voted at all.
The percentage varied from district to
district, but at Marylcbonc, for example,
only 37 per cent, of the people voted.
The politicals claim this as a great
triumph, for in 1946, only 27 per cent.
went to the polls. It must he 
ceded that the anarchists have lost

IT has proved to have been extremely easy to take a partisan view of Sir 
Stafford Cripps’ Budget. It probably always is, and we have seen 

the more irresponsible’ Tory papers attack it as being against the rich, and 
the Daily Worker, for instance, denounce it for being against the poor. 
They probably always do.
The fact is, of course, that this is

the mixture as before and as it is likely
to remain for a very long time.
Britain is one of the most highly
taxed countries in the world—if not
the highest—and with our economy as
it is to-day, with our greatly extended
social services, with our “commit­
ments” abroad and with the mainten­
ance of war preparedness at home, the
bill which has to be faced with such
monotonous regularity is unlikely to
vary very much from year to year.

We can say this much for Cripps:
that, according to his lights, he has
been fairly honest. He has also
shown a faith in the loyalty of the
Labour and Trade Union movements
which is rather touching. This was,
to all intents and purposes, the pre­
election Budget. Cripps will not be
able to
General
view of that and the wide-spread
demand
Tax it was widely supposed that the
Budget was going to have at least
some gesture to make it a “popular”
one. This did not happen, and
Cripps appears to have shown some
integrity in this, according to his own
standards.

But there may be more to it than
The Conservatives have made great
over the recent coincidences between the
ending of some rationing (sweets, clothes)
and the occurence of by-elections
(Sowerby, Hammersmith). Had Cripps

Brazil Throws Away 
Potatoes & Burns Sugar
^TIERRA Y LIBERT AD (Anarchist
A organ in Mexico) publishes a report 

on the Brazilian situation, as follows: —
“Brazil suffered for fifteen years under

the dictatorial regime of Getulio Vargas,
under the most inhuman laws. The
‘mission of the Brazilian workers’ accord­
ing to Getulio Vargas, was limited to
working like a beast for a wage that did
not permit him * to enjoy the most
elementary economic necessities.

“In 1945, in order to associate with the
‘triumph of liberty’ in the world war,
Brazil was ‘democratised’.
power
friends:
Fascism

“The
servants
action.
crisis of
but at the same time they continue to
work the Vargas system which during the 
years of his government destroyed 86
million sacks of coffee to maintain the
price. At present, and without doubt to 
keep the Brazilian worker on a famine
wage, they are intending to burn 3 
million sacks of sugar. Already thousands
of tons of potatoes have been thrown
away, as well as boatloads of corn and 
wheat and nobody in Brazil denies it.

“While Brazil exports food all over
the world, there are queues in front of all
the butcher’s shops as .in the lands
directly hit by the war. But this did
not stop the governor of the province of
Sao Laulo, for instance, signing an order
to export local produce to the other end
of the world: to Poland, where the prices
are particularly high.

At the end of the war, Brazil opened
its gates to European emigrants, but the 
government has only admitted Fascist 
elements. The agricultural workers were
moved from their dwellings at Ribeirao 
Preto in order to instal a Nazi colony.
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humiliating existence, a struggle in which 
the employing class seemed to hold, as 
I have indicated, almost all the cards. 
One advantage, and one advantage only, 
the farm-workers had, and will always 
have, that the industrial workers did not 
have, and cannot have, in their struggle 
with the employer
like industrial operations, farm operations 
have to be performed at certain seasons 
and in certain weather conditions. A 
strike therefore, holds much more terror 
for the farmer, who has to get his crops
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SHARPEN THE SICKLE! The Hillary 
of the Farm Workers’ Union, by Reg. 
Groves (Porcupine Press, 12s. 6d.).
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to restore man’s co- 
with the soil.” 
Gerald Vaughan.

i is still 
N.U.A.W., 
organisers

well to remember that their present 
greatly improved economic position has 
only been achieved by the long, bitter 
and often heartrending struggle of those 
who worked before them in the fields of 
England. *

Life on the Land
By the very nature of farming the 

economic fight of the rural workers was in 
many ways an even harder one than that 
fought by the workers of the towns; 
harder because the urban worker had, at 
any rate in theory and usually in prac­
tice, a wide choice of employers. If one 
fired him he could usually get taken on 
by another. Not so the farm-worker who, 
before the coming of the bicycle and 
public transport to the country districts, 
was restricted in his search for employ­
ment to those farmers whose holdings 
were within reasonable walking distance 
of the insanitary and overcrowded hovel 
that he called home; and reasonable walk­
ing distance might mean two or three 
miles each way, morning and evening, 
after a 12-hour day. Within that radius, 
especially in large-farm districts, the 
choice of employers was small, and if he 
incurred the displeasure of one, or if he 
himself actually had the audacity to give 
notice, he was quite likely to find him­
self refused employment by all the 
farmers in the district, who have always 
tended to show a united front against the 
workers, even when they were at odds 
with each other personally. If he lived 
in a tied cottage, his home went with his 
job (as it still does) and if he lost the 
latter, he automatically lost the former

. W orker. 
Intellectual 
or Human?

on “intellectuals” and “working-class” 
by some of our correspondents. It may 
have been noticed that we did not make 
such distinctions in our contribution in 
the last issue of Freedom, We are 
primarily interested in reaching men 
and women, irrespective of whether 
they wield a pick or push a pen, 
whether they receive a salary or a wage 
or whether they do or do not wear a 
collar
to be
moment
thinking
directs one’s approach to people who 
arc prepared to do a little thinking for 
themselves then by all means call us, 
and those who understand Freedom and 
Resistance,
case, how
would have
tellectuals”!
“intellectuals
who dare to think and who write 
words of more than one syllable­
wearing rather thin (especially 
our protagonists
with approval to Bakunin, 
and Kropotkin) and is certainly 
assisting the development of 
movement.
room for
Some groups may be more effective 
with the spoken word, others by the 
written word; some by activity inside 
their factory’, others inside their office. 
But is it too much to expect that the 
objectiv
—be always to the forefront, or else 
what is there to prevent us from being 
absorbed by the day to day struggles 
within the capitalist system which ulti­
mately lead to choosing of the lesser 
evil and joining the army of despair at 
the polling booths? As Comrade 
Kavanagh so well puts it: “Better by far 
to be in the company of the revolu­
tionaries of the past than to be a timid 
dilettante reformer of to-day”! But 
even better we would suggest is to “learn 
from the revolutionaries of the past and 
apply with the knowledge of the 
present".

Malatesta,
Libertaria,

in Rome and epitomise 
: "prisons are the 

and "Paisa", a 
during the

activity forty years ago, adding his ap­
proval of these efforts. But in his 
first contribution,
stated that the
interested in Sex,
It’s no argument
be, they are not, 
direct connection with them know’ . . 
It is true that Comrade Kavanagh states 
that this anarchist interest in Sex and 
Education forty years ago came second 
in importance to industrial agitation, 
but nevertheless he admits the import­
ance* of these questions, and we feel 
they have not lost in interest during the 
ensuing years.

Comrade Kavanagh quotes on the 
credit side of the “agitational propa­
ganda in the past”, the General Strike 
of 1926, but he does not think it of 
importance to put on the debit side the 
fact that it failed. He also refers to 
the Spanish struggle as a proof of, the 
“value of mass propaganda, etc.” In 
fact, Spain is just a country where “Sex 
and Education” were lapped up by the 
workers and the anarchist propagandists 
realised that they could not win over 
workers to their ideas simply by slogans. 
The literature of the Spanish movement 
was of a very high level intellectually, 
both before and during the struggle 
against Franco. And Gerald Brcnan 
in the Spanish Labyrinth, describing 
what the Spaniards called un ohrero 
consciente (a conscious worker) pointed 
out that among other things “he sub-

however, one is 
intellectual the 
exercising one’s 

or because one

( See Readers' Letters—page 4)
scribed to at least one anarchist paper, 
read the little books on history’, geo­
graphy and botany brought out by 
Ferrer’s press and held forth on these 
subjects whenever possible.”

And to take Mat Kavanagh's second 
paragraph last. We have certainly not 
suggested that the alternative is between 
a ’’small and ‘-elect audience of al­
ready convinced anarchists listening to 
lectures on Art, Sex, etc.,” or getting 
out on “to the streets and talking to 
people who have never
Again Comrade Kavanagh 
the argument which . was 
of 'Freedom w'hich, being
word, can do neither of the above. But 
we have had constantly in mind that it 
can assist both these activities. For, 
unlike Mat Kavanagh, we do not think 
it a waste of time to direct some atten­
tion to the “converted”. As we have 
already stated, we think it necessary to 
be always subjecting our ideas to exam­
ination in the light of new developments 
and discoveries in social sciences. To 
give a concrete example: we think that 
Ferrer’s Modern School was most ad­
vanced for 1901 and, as Mat Kavanagh 
points out, has had its influence on 
present-day efforts at free education, 
but it is fantastic that in 1949 there 
should be in Europe anarchist functional 
groups actually in existence for the pro­
pagation of the ideas of Ferrer’s 
“modern School”! These comrades 
apparently have not yet heard of Freud, 
though he • has even penetrated 
Hollywood!

Th ere is also the continual harping

. from
Imagine the South

Poem by George Woodcock 
Sexual Life of Savages Malinowski 
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drawings by Aubrey Bearsdley 
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are always referring 

Malatesta 
not 

the development of our 
In our movement there is 

many different approaches.

rT"1HIS book* is, in effect, Part Two of 
-*■ The Village Labourer by Barbara and 

J. L. Hammond. Reg. Groves takes up 
the story of the struggle of the rural 
workers where the Hammonds left it and 
brings it right up to date. I have several 
times wondered when somebody was going 
to undertake this obvious and necessary 
task, and now it has been done 
adequately done, too.

The book is written in a "popular”, 
journalistic style which has both limita­
tions and advantages. One limitation is 
the tendency of Reg Groves to describe 
imaginatively some of the more dramatic 
events iff his story, rather as a B.B.C. 
programme on the subject might do, 
bringing a little fictional description to 
help put across the historical facts. 
Though these small embellishments arc 
quite well done, they are more in place 
in a historical novel and would have been 
better omitted in what purports to be a 
record of facts.

The main advantage, however, of 
Groves’ approach to his subject lies in 
its simplicity and warm humanity which 
makes the book stirring and enjoyable 
reading for any class of person and per­
haps especially for the, working people 
about whom, and about whose pre­
decessors, it is written. This is social 
history made vivid and understandable for 
man and one hopes that many of them 
will read it, particularly the younger 
generation of farm-workers who would do

the realisation of anarchism

WE are glad that the two editorial 
comments in

Freedom should have 
sidcrable interest, and the fact that so 
much space in this issue has been given 
to the views of comrades will, we hope, 
encourage other readers to contribute 
regularly to the correspondence columns 
of our paper.

We cannot hope to deal adequately 
with all the letters published since so 
many different points are discussed, but 
since the controversy on what workers 
want was started by our comrade Mat 
Kavanagh’s letter, we think that special 
attention should be given to our com­
rade’s reply to our comment on his 
original article. Comrade Kavanagh has 
most significantly shifted his position, 
for in the third paragraph of his letter 
he takes great trouble to show that the 
“New Anarchists” have not discovered 
a new approach to anarchism through 
Sex and Education (who said that they 
had?) and he gives examples of such

But in his 
Comrade Kavanagh 
workers “are not 
Art and Education, 
to say they should 
as all who arc in ft

also.
his job, — ----- -  -1----r------
be personally known to his employer who 
might, and often did, persuade the land­
lord to turn him out and let the cottage 
to another man who was more "reliable”, 
i.e., docile. Furthermore, in the sparsely 
populated countryside, and in the villages, 
everybody knows everybody’s business, 
and for a labourer to be known to be even 
sympathetic to the work of a union, or 
not to attend divine service regularly, was 
frequently enough to cause him to lose 
both home and job.

These conditions, in an only slightly 
modified form, existed right up to the 
outbreak of the last war, when even to 
attend a Labour Party meeting was often 
very risky for many a farm-worker. 
These facts help to explain what often 
appeared to the visiting town-dweller to 
be the subservient and cap-touching 
attitude of the rural workers.

Challenge and Response
Sharpen the Sickle\ is the history 

the workers’ struggle against such

THE purging fever has broken out in 
Moscow again, and this time the 

principal indirect victim is no less a figure 
in Russian literature than Dostoevsky, for 
a certain Professor Kirpotin has been 
publicly attacked and expelled from the 
Gorky Institute of World Literature for 
writing a book in which he tried to justify 
Dostoevsky.

Dostoevsky was described as "a wicked, 
arrant enemy of the revolution and of 
revolutionary democrats”. No doubt 
Dostoevsky did have some pretty great 
faults; at times he toadied to the Tsarist 
authorities, attacked the Populists and 
Nechaev, and even anticipated the 
Bolsheviks themselves by his blatant 
Russian nationalism. But at least it can 
be said in his justification that at one 
time in his life he did stand before a 
firing squad for revolutionary activities 
and afterwards spent years in Siberian 
prisons; we have yet to hear that the 
pundits of the Gorky Institute of World 
Literature have stood before a GPU firing 
squad for their activities against the 
present heirs of the Tsar. Naturally, we 
do not claim that this in any way 
justifies Dostoevsky’s later attitudes, but 
it does make them more easy to under­
stand.

But, however arrant an enemy of the 
revolution Dostoevsky may have been, he 
had a right to his opinions, and Professor 
Kirpotin has an equal ’right to defend 
him, and the Moscow authorities arc 
merely displaying the very reactionism of 
which they accuse the famous novelist by 
trying to suppress his defence.

It is significant that one of the accusa­
tions levelled against Kirpotkin is that of 
“cosmopolitanism”, and that the attack on 
him comes at the same time as an attack 
on Andre Malraux for having said that 
a man is more human the less he is tied 
to his country. The Russian spokesman 
contended that "Soviet patriotism is in­
separably linked with proletarian inter­
nationalism”. A long road, indeed, from 
the days of the early Marxists, when "the 
worker had no fatherland"! But one 
wonders how this fits in with the attack 
on Dostoevsky, who was, after all, one 
of the first exponents of the idea that a 
great Russian empire was a guarantee of 
well-being for the whole world.

G.W.

di Carlo Pisacane by 
Bagnato, Edizioni Bonelli.

sown or harvested at a particular time, 
than it does for the factory owner who, 
if necessary can shut up shop and wait 
for starvation to force the workers back 
and then continue production where it was 
left off. At at the same time, to 
organise a strike effectively over a large 
rural area is much more difficult to 
achieve than when the workers are con­
centrated thickly on one locality and in 
large units of production, as in the case 
in industry.

Reading this book, one is struck 
throughout by the contrast between the 
modesty of the men’s demands and the 
ferocity and savagery with which they 
were almost invariably refused outright. 
For requesting, usually in the most res­
pectful terms, for an increase on their 
starvation wages of two or three shillings, 
men were sacked, intimidated and thrown 
out of their homes on a vast scale as if 
they had threatened revolution.

One also notices throughout the history 
of the hundred years’ struggle, the dual 
role played by religion, a duality which 
has many historical counterparts. While 
organised religion was always staunchly 
behind the farmers and landowners—the 
local parson was frequently even more 
reactionary and domineering that some of 
the squires and farmers—the dissenting 
religious groups, above all the Methodists, 
were the very core of the workers re­
sistance. This religious strain 
noticeable even in the present 
more especially amongst the 
and "high-ups”

The9

in the union.

Limitations of
Unionism

the early days of the old National 
in "the seventies” (dominated, 
too much, bv the personality of 

joe Arch), the pros and cons of the 
organisation of trade unionism were be­
coming apparent. Already at that date 
a tendency to over-centralisation, to place 
all power and decisions on local, as well 
as national, matters in the hands of the 
executive was becoming evident; though 
the "National” showed wisdom in its rule 
that “it permitted only farm-labourers to 
sit as delegates for the annual conference 
or to be elected on to the executive”.

It is also significant that such failures 
and set-backs as the unions encountered 
nearly all occurred when, instead of con­
centrating exclusively on the economic 
aspect of the workers’ struggle, they 
allowed themselves to get involved in 
political intrigues. First, the Liberal 
Party, in the first decade of this century, 
tried to infiltrate into the "National” and 
were, in the last resort, more concerned 
to obtain votes for the Party than to fight 
the workers’ struggles with the farmers. 
Later, the Labour Party took over from 
the Liberals, particularly after the repeal 
of the Corn Production Act in 1921, and 
Ramsey MacDonald’s betrayal of the 
farm-workers in the Great Norfolk Strike 
that occurred in 1923, is well enough 
known.

I have perhaps implied that steady pro­
gress has been made since "those days”. 
Great progress in raising the status of the 
farm worker has indeed been achieved, 
but on the other hand, much also has 
been lost. Reading Sharpen the Sickle I 
one inevitably compares the great soli­
darity shown by all classes of workers in 
each other’s struggles with the compara­
tive apathy, and lack of solidarity with 
workers in other industries, that exists 
now. As recently as the Great Norfolk 
Strike just referred to, for example, over 
£11,000 was contributed to the N.U.A.W. 
Strike Fund, the bulk of it from fellow 
trade unionists in the towns. Likewise, 
the use of troops for strike-breaking is 
now’ common-place. Yet way back in 
1872, when the Aidershot Command lent 
some soldiers to get in the havest on a 
few’ strike-bound farms, "this action 
aroused a storm of protest and the follow­
ing year the London Trades Council 
w’ere able to get a special regulation 
enacted forbidding the use of troops to 
replace men on strike or locked out.

The Way Ahead
These retrograde trends are in part due 

to the very nature of the trade union 
system which is, and always was even at 
its best, an inherent part of the whole 
capitalist society. The union’s aim was 
never to change that society, but to modify 
its worst abuses. That was very’worthv 
aim and not to be disparaged, but it was 
not enough and inevitably led to the 
stability of the union’s being ultimately 
bound up with the stability of the system 
which they supposedly fought. The 
limitations of the trade unions are made 
clear by Reg Groves at the end of this 
excellent history of one of them.

The NL’.A.W. ‘‘strives against capitalist 
agriculture only to get better conditions 
for its members, it seeks adjustment 
rather than drastic change. This, how­
ever, put the N.U.A.W. in a halting 
place, a half-way house, untenable in 
modern conditions. Not only does it 
leave the states of the farm-worker un­
changed; it also leaves untouched the 
fundamental unsoundness of present-dav 
agriculture. For capitalist industrv and 
agriculture broke the essential and indi­
vidual relationship between man, his work 
and community life, and the land, which 
was the basis of the older, subsistence 
farming, pie freeing of land and labour 
from exploitation and destruction is onlv 
possible if it purposes 
operative relationship

LINA
pleted block of luxury flats. The police 
arrive and the sergeant, who is none other 
than Angelina's husband, has to arrest her, 
amid the jeers of the neighbours. But the 
landlord dare not prosecute since, when 
he drew the housing subsidy from the 
Institute for State Housing, he spent a mere 
pittance on building the hovels on the 
marshes of Pietralata and the rest on the 
high-rental luxury flats. By this time, 
Angelina has become famous and is 
approached by various politicians who want 
her support for their party. From this point 
on the story falls into a typical "Hollywood" 
formula—Angelina is duped by the wicked 
landlord; is spurned by her former sup­
porters, her husband is disgusted at being 
left to do the chores, and she is imprisoned 
on a false charge. But all ends happily, 
with a romance between her pretty daughter 
and the landlord's son who has a social 
conscience, a change of heart in the land­
lord who allows the squatters to remain, 
while Angelina disillusioned with politics 
decides that a woman’s place is. after all, 
in the home.

Despite the deterioration of the plot, 
after a very interesting start, the film suc­
ceeds because of the very fine acting of 
Anna Magnani and the witty and pointed 
dialogue. With all its shortcomings, it is 
still delightful. ~

THOSE of us who have been able to get 
to cinemas where European films are 

I shown, have had the chance of seeing 
I during the last few years, the truly re­

markable rebirth of the Italian cinema, in 
a series of films of contemporary life ir 
Italy—"Open City", a story of resistance to 
the Nazis and Fascists in Rome; "To live in 
Peace" probably the best of them, which 
told of the solidarity shown by villagers to 
escaped prisoners; "Shoeshine", the story of 
two shoe-shine boys who are sent to the 
Regina Coeli jail 1
Kropotkin's saying that 
universities of crime"; 
collection of "human stories 
war in Italy.

The latest of these films to reach London* 
is "Angelina", directed by Luigi Zampa. 
with Anna Magnani as sharp-tongued house­
wife who becomes the spokeswoman for the 
people of the slum suburb of Pietralata at 
Rome. Unable to feed their large families, 
Angelina and her neighbours raid the store­
room of the grocer who prefers to sell his 
rationed foods on the black market. The 
success of their direct action encourages 
them to apply it in other fields, which they 
do so* as to get an adequate water supply 
and a bus service. Then, when floods drive 
the people out of their squalid houses and 
they are billeted in an old stable, their 
newly-acquired independence of spirit, of 
which Angelina is the vocal expression, 
prompts them to "squat" in a nearly com-
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