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Zarodov
The men in the Kremlin are realists * 

There are clear indications that they 
|iave come to the conclusion that they 
have squeezed out of the policy of de­
tente all that they can. They may pay 
further lip service to it, but, as things 
stand now. will not actively pursue it: to 
do so would require that they make con­
cessions and this they do not appear to 
be prepared to do.

Thus, the conclusion of the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(CSCE), with the signing of the final act 
of Helsinki last Aug. 1, probably marked 
both the high point and the end of Mos­
cow’s detente policy.

It is significant that less than a week 
later, Konstantin Zarodov, a leading 
tneoretician of Marxism-Leninism ano 
editor-in-chief of the scholarly magazine 
Problems of Peace and Socialism, came 
out in Pravda with a major article in 
which he'called for an intensification ni 
the revolutionary struggle abroad. Re­
duced to its essentials, the thesis he de­
veloped was this: political compromises 
that might slow the Communist drive for 
power in a specific country are inadmis­
sible. Common fronts with other parties 
of the left must be formed only if “the 
hegemony of the proletariat”—that is, of 
the Communist Party—is assured. 
Whether the latter does or does not have
the backing of the majority of the people 
is irrelevant, for “it suppresses reac 
tion’s resistance by force.”

It was a brutally frank article evoking 
memories of the periods of greatest So­
viet aggressiveness. The timing of its 
publication was uncanny, not too early, 
lest it keep more sensitive Westerners 
from affixing signatures to the Helsinki
agreements, not t late lest anybody in
the top strata of the Soviet party think 
that the Soviet leadership seriously 
thought of living up to the undertakings 
given at Helsinki. Because articles for
Pravda are carefully planned and go 
through a long screening process, Mr. 
Zarodov’s article was obviously meant 
as an official policy statement.

Mr. Brezhnev made sure that the
world knew it was just that. On Sept. 17. 
TASS announced that Mr. Brezhnev had
met Mr. Zarodov and said that “he
greatly appreciates the importance of 
<the author’s) review.”

Significantly, Moscow's apparent re­
turn to the old concept of world revolu­
tion has caused more of a stir among 
Communists than non-Communists. The 
two most important Communist parties 
in the West, the Italian and the French, 
and at least one which could become a 
force to reckon with in the future, the 
Spanish, have taken strong opposing 
stands. The Italian Party under Enrico 
Berlinguer is actively seeking the histo­
ric compromise of co-operation with the

And 
as Soviet newspapers put it when Russian 
tanks rolled into Prague seven years ago, 
“if Western revolutionaries think they can 
have Socialism without the Communists 
eventually controlling it, they can think 
again.”
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ROME — Communist Party 
leader Enrico Berlinguer said Italian 

membership in NATO was a 
guarantee that he, Mr. Berlin­
guer, would not come to the 
same end as Alexander Dub­
cek, the Czechoslovak leader 
whose liberalization attempts 
were crushed by Soviet tanks 
in 1968. Mr. Dubcek was
ousted and eventually lost his 
membership in the Czechoslo­
vak Communist Party.

“I feel that since Italy does 
not belong to the Warsaw 
Pact . . . there is the absolute 
certainty that we can proceed 
on the Italian way to social­
ism without any conditions,”

cialism under the French tricolor”— 
shades of Alexander Dubcek’s “social­
ism with a human face” in Czechoslo­
vakia before the Soviet invasion oi 
1968—castigated Soviet internal repres­
sion. and explicitly rejected the tenet of 
the “dictatorship of the proletariat/ 
I'he Spanish party leader, Santiago Car 
illo. from his Paris exile, and the Com­
munist Party cells inside Spain are pro 
moling a common democratic front 
without making any claim to its leader­
ship.

These, for all we know, may only be 
disagreements about tactics. What mat­
ters is that a number of Communist 
parties in Western Europe and the Ro­
manian and Yugoslav in Eastern Eu­
rope, are not prepared to follow the pol­
icies laid down by Moscow7. The differ­
ences are so far-reaching and so much 
in the open that the Soviet leadership, 
though it certainly tided hard, was not

Christian Democrats. Early this month, 
at the 22nd Congress of the French Com­
munist Party, its leader, Georges Mar­

able to get together the great conference 
of European Communist parties, which 
it wanted to hold before the 25th Con-

chais, propounded the concept of “so- gress of the CPSU.

BREZHNEV
When Mr. Brezhnev went io Prague 

in February. 1968. to brief Eastern Eu­
ropean leaders, shortly after the ap­
pointment of Alexander Dubcek a« 
First Secretary of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party, he said, in Hie 
course of a long and minatory disquisi 
tion on Soviet policy: “If we want to 
win we cannot achieve our goals with­
out strong military forces'. Did we 
ever say that we would not use force if 
it was necessary to support progres­
sive movements in, for example, 
France. Britain, or Sweden? . . This
is the sacred duty of our forces — io 
protect and support progressive move­
ments ’’
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Proletarian internationalism. That 
was the slogan' that sent Soviet tanks 
rumbling into Hungary in 1956 and into 
Czechoslovakia in 1968. What it signified 
was Russia’s determination to maintain 
an iron grip over the buffer countries on 
her western border and, so far as it 
could be enforced, on her position as su­
zerain of the Communist world.

Lenin used the. phrase. But of late it 
has come to be interpreted as a softer 
way of expressing, what has been called 
the Brezhnev doctrine which maintains 
that there are limits on the sovereignty 
of any Communist country and declares 
that Communist countries may intervene 
by force, if necessary, to preserve the 
Communist leadership of a sister coun­
try. It

was a theme touched upon at the Soviet 
party congress in Moscow last month 
and seems to be aimed partly at Yugo­
slavia, now that Tito is nearing the end 
of his tenure, and particularly at the 
heretical leadership of Communist par­
ties in Italy, France and Spain.

NATO

With the 1970s, NATO strategic think­
ers began giving serious attention to the 
political impact in Western Europe of 
Russian military might on the eastern 
front. And the concept of “Finlandi­
zation” was born: Military superiority 
on the Russian side might not lead to the 
actual invasion of Western Europe; it 
might reduce Western Europe to a 
status like that of Finland, nominally in­
dependent but held by Moscow on a very 
short leash. This, it was argued, would 
be the price to be paid if the West were 
lulled by detente into allowing the Soviet 
Union to gain clear strategic superiority.

“Swedenization,” the develop­
ment of a basically neutralist Europe, is 
equally possible.

The NATO alliance
endured the Communist par­
ticipation in two member 
states, Iceland and Portu-




