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The fight in Spain accelerates

WE NEVER FORGET

i Espanole Gerardo JacaEdoardo Domenech

I

♦

STALINISM 
is Like a bund cobra it * 
STRIKES INALLDIREcf/QM

• * --

CNT comrade Luis Andres Edo, sen­
tenced to 10 years in 1975 for CNT 
organizing, has been released I , 
CNT convention In Madrid gives him 
standing ovation.

Vicente Iglesias Romero,

Members of the anarcho-syndicalist National Confederation 
of Workers (C.N.T.) charged with possession of arms, explo­

sives and anarchist propaganda. Domenech and Jaca 
have been granted provisional liberty pending trial, 
but comrade Vicente Iqlesias remains Incarcerated. 
These are part of the "terrorist11 frame-ups behind 
the facade of "democracy11 In Juan Carlos1 Spain.
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IWW Defense Local 2 (Toronto) will not be sponserlng the current Augustin Souchy tour of 
U.S. & Montreal IWW and anarchist branches. For these reasons: (I) From the start we argued 
that a younger active CNT militant be brought from Europe, rather than a vetran primarily 
concerned with the 1930’s, (2) due to our small size, an off-season summer visit was not

CNT CONVENTION
•3J(Editor’s Note: This is an eyewitness report of the

Catalonian Regional Convention of the Confederation Na-

rcost-effective’ - we desire another tour this Fall. 
(3) It Is not Kosher to alienate our closest com­
rades: Frente Libertario (left-CNT), who oppose 
Souchy link with bureaucratic Toulcuse, and Albert 
Meltzer (Black Flag) anc John Olcay (Mlt-Tellung/ 
"DO who fought late 40’s Rocker-Souchy- French 
PR antl-Stalin/ pro-USA roll-Lack position.

cidhal del Trabajo(National Confederation of Labor:CNT)
of Spain held last February. The CNT is a revolutionary 
union, similar to the IWW, which has been increasingly
active and influential in recent months. The report is tak-•ic
en from the French syndicalist monthly SOLIDARITE 
OUVRIERE, which had a correspondent present at the 
Convention.)

In the last number of “Soli”, we reported pn the situa­
tion of the anarcho-syndicalist comrades involved in re­
building the CNT. This union, despite many premature 
obituaries, is springing up all over Spain.

In Madrid, the CNT Construction Workers Union played 
an important role in the local general strike of construc­
tion workers, and there are ten CNT “ramo” or heavy­
industry unions in that city. The Levant has a Regional 
Confederation (form adopted by the CNT to unite the vari­
ous local federations in a region). In the Asturias, the 
Communes Revolutionaires d’Action Socialiste (Revolu­
tionary Communes for Social Action, an organization of 
Asturian miners) has disbanded to join the CNT.

A.I.T. CONGRESS
17-19 April 1976 the 15 th Congress of the Int­

ernational Workers Association (AIT) met In Paris.
CNT of Spain In exile - 5 delegates
CNT of Bulgaria in exile - 5 delegates
CNT of France - 5 delegates
FORVe of Venezuela - I delegate
SWF of 3ritaln - I delegate

FORA of Argentina could not attend due to crisis 
in Argentina. FORD in Uruguay remains In underground 
Observers: I delegate Portuguese A Bata I ha (CGT) 
I rep FAI (Federation Iberian Anarchists); I rep
SIA (An I-fascIst International Solidarity); I rep 
CRIFA (Comm. Relations International Fed. Anarchists); 
I delegate Befreiung (Cologne anarcho-syndicalists).

Congress urged creation vtable anarcho-syndicalist 
alternative world-wide; Intensive agitation militants 
inside and outside reformist unions. Brochure to be 
published detailing work and history of AIT - the rev­
olutionary syndicalist InternaHonal est. Berlin 1922.

On February 29th in Barcelona, the Confederal Assem­
bly of Catalonia convened with 400 delegates elected by 
their unions, representatives of the Regional Confedera­
tions of Madrid (Central Castile) and the Levante, and ob­
servers from the Union General des Trajabadores (Gen­
eral Union of Workers: UGT, smaller than the CNT and 
under Socialist Party control). The delegates represented 
CNT unions in the following industries : health care, bank-
ing, teaching, textiles, metal working, and construction.

Discussion was on three main points : revising the or­
ganizational structure of the CNT; the position of the CNT 
on the problem of labor unity and diversity; and a course
of action for the CNT in the current situation.

The decisions on the first point were :
(1) Organization of the CNT shall be by job section (un­

ion section for each job).
(2) Local federations of unions will be established to 

which will be affiliated neighborhood committees which 
will be open to students and other non-wage workers.

(3) Job sections will be federated by industry.
(4) A co-ordination commission will be created.
On the second point, general opinion was for union unity 

on the job, as with the CNT-UGT alliance in Valencia. 
Discussion on the third point was not finished for lack 

of time.

9

Speakers to the assembly told of numerous workers and 
groups of workers who recently were hostile to the union 
form of organization and now find themselves affiliated 
with the CNT. The CNT was praised as a union free of the 
dictates of Civil War exiles. As one delegate present said : 
“We think that the CNT can appeal to all independent 
militants who accept direct action on the job and anti- 
parliamentarianism (opposition to taking part in electoral 
politics), and who refuse alliances with the ruling class to 
join it.”

Other such assemblies have been held in other regions, 
as in Madrid. With the resurgence of the CNT comes hope 
for the Spanish labor movement to regain its freedom 
after 40 years of dictatorship.

CNT spilt In 5 factionst
1. Rightists - Santillan, etc.
2. Centrists - Bureaucratic ’’officials” (MLE/CNT en

Exllio/ FA! / Espolr/AITZ S IA) under 
Montsennv In Toulcuse, Franco

3. Left-wing - Frente Li barterIc in France & Spain
4. Neutrals - Majority of locals in Spain. Most pro­

le rt, but await open Convention vote
5. Extreme leftists - FOI, MIL, GAR I, etc.

IWW Defense Local 2 has received clandestine communi­
cation from Frente LIbertarlo Madrid on our $ aid. 
And from a relative of comrade Rodrtguez thanking eld. 

Case of Floreel Rodrfguez de la Paz Is critical. 
Given 16 years for clandestine prpoaganda In 1968, he 
ts denied work In prison, living on starvation rations 
A CNT prison collective. Wife & daughter ill, cannot 
work.. We’ve sent SICO, part of SICOO to CNT comrades 
over two years 9 but more needed. Please send us SI.

••Situation very fluid.. alters day to day. Some making 
selves known, others remain 11 legal.• Problem Is that 
CbTT is so established in hearts of workers, UGT (Social­
ist) and CCOO (Communist) just can’t get off around.. 
One suspects the Communists Party in accord with usual 
tactic will try to pre-empt the name "CNT” whl ch has 
been done before (with CGT in France for instance). 
This threat will only be met by some real fighting.•• 
I wouldn’t like to be the Insurance broker for anyone 
wanting to sell out.” Black Flag 22 June 1976

3 members of the CNT Libertarian Youth In Valencia - 
Prlego Garcia,Javier Serrano and Juan Rufza - have been 
Jailed, tortured and charged with ’’terrorism”. First 
charged for subversive literature (’’terrorism” in 
Spain), the police changed the charge to ”arms and 
explosives? The ”new freedom in Spaing juari Carlos, 
Gerald Ford, and CIA pimp Eric Severetd..J




