THE
UNDERDOG

Walthamstow's rabble rousing rebel rag

Carry

What a cock-up at the old Arcade site!
Six years after the council decided to
knock down the Arcade in 1999, tens of
thousands of pounds blown on consultancy
fees and lost
revenue
(£15,000 a year
at least) and
they still
BNaven ™t
decided what
will replace it.
It looks
increasingly
unlikely to be

the leisure
centre, new
library, arts

centre or the
social housing &
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Walthamstow so ¢
badly -
and that was promised with such fanfare.

More likely it’ll either be a either a
ridiculously over-sized, over-priced
multiplex cinema, cafés, bars, shops or
some posh flats -things what Walthamstow
already has or doesn’t need!? Have they
completely forgotten that the EMD Cinema
is virtually next door, waiting to be re-
opened? The flats could be a money-
spinner for the developers and the council
though. Funny that.

So what are the Council up to?

The Council’s strategy for the development
of Walthamstow Town Centre increasingly
looks near shaped, driven by the whims of
their friends in big business who are looking
to make a fast buck. What ‘Regeneration’
really means in the
gentrification, where a combination of
commercial developments and cuts in

the Arcade
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long-term is

on up

public services mean working class people
are priced out of the area or are denied
essential services. Regeneration projects
always have a thin veneer of funding for

along the way, but its all about making
money for the big companies - consultants,
developers or chain stores that move in
when it’s all finished.

Look at ieighbouring Hackney with some
of the worst services in London but some
of the fastest rising rents and house
prices. The privatising of services and
selling off land to city developers is
happening everywhere. Do we want to see
Walthamstow end up like this?

We want public services that are genuinely
useful and meet the needs of Walthamstow
residents, not cash-cows for the council’s
developer cronies. How many issues of the
glossy Waltham Forest magazine will it take
to whitewash the broken promises? We
need to hold them to account, and get
organised to set our own agenda
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The UCKG:

Down and out in
Walthamstow

The EMD cinema has now had over 2 years
of neglect following its purchase by a multi-
million dollar Christian cult, the Universal
Church of the Kingdom of God (UCKG). For
many Walthamstow residents, if the
council don’t sabotage it with their latest
crazy multiplex plan, the prospect of a
return back to life for the cinema would
make the resurrection of Jesus Christ look
like a tired old Paul Daniels trick!

The UCKG (thank Christ!) have finally given
up in the face of the tenacity and
determination of the residents of Waltham
Forest who have fought tooth and nail the
cult’s plans to turn the beautiful and
historic building into a so called place of
worship and alleged help centre. As we
have repeatedly stated, the UCKG is to
help what George W Bush is to peace and
reconciliation. The UCKG are in fact a
billion dollar multinational conglomerate
solely interesta2d in the accumulation of
wealth at any cost - including the damaged
lives of those unfortunate individuals
ensnared in their web of deceit and
exploitation (see previous issues of The
Underdog).

The building is now on the market, with a
number of buyers interested in returning
it to the usage desired by so many people
in Walthamstow - that of a cinema. There
is no excuse for them not to sell up
without delay.

Despite their shattered reputation in
Walthamstow, the UCKG are still looking
to open a so-called help centre in the
area, which a spokesperson claimed will
provide ‘spiritual and practical support for
the local community in line with its
Christian principles’. If their performance
in neighbouring Haringey is anything to go
by this will include yet more profiteering
by brainwashing the naive, emotionally
blackmailing the weak and physically
abusing the young. The UCKG can rest
assured that the Underdog will not cease
to expose the truth about their cultist
activities and their destructive effects on
the well being of working class people.
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