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A CURE FOR CAMDID OFPTIMISM
FRAMCO'S LAST SPEECH

Both inside and outside of Spain. there are Still

many thousands of optimists who keep thinking that
Franco's regime could evolve towards democracy and
freedom. Franco's speech at the last opening of

the Cortes ( the Spanish so-called Parliament )

can be seen as s powerful antidote to those persistent
dreams. I shall underline here some of his most
definitive statements.

I shall ouote directly from the abridgment of the

speech published in "YA” (Wov 21st T71), the reactionary
but moderatly-moderated Madrid daily paper, which
usually (and prudently) professes some of this optimism.,
The abridgment starts by explaining that the sneech
constitutes “THF FINAL RESULY OF A LONG PROCESS
OF(POLITICAL) RESEARCH"' (L)

On Political Parties -and the llke.
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Spaniards have alweys been aware theat the hatred
for even the mere concept of political narties has
always bcen one of the basic polltlcal superstions

of Franc's "nolitical svstem . Spanish optimists,
however, have tried to smuggle some hint of the
concept into Spanish politics”: for some vears they
have been talking about certain possible “molitical
associations’ ; Franco seemed to tolerate benevolently
this conversstion - up until now: these are his words
on the subject now:








