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FRANCO’S LAST SPEECH

A CURE FOR CANDIP OPTIMISM

Both inside and outside of Spain, there are still 

many thousands of optimists who keep thinking that 
Franco’s regime could evolve towards democracy and. 
freedom. Franco’s speech at the last opening of 
the Cortes ( the Spanish so-called. Parliament ) 
can be seen as a powerful antidote to those persistent 
dreams . I shall underline here some of his most 
definitive statements.

I shall quote directly from the abridgment of the 
speech published in ’YA’ (Nov 21st 71), the reactionary 
but moderatly-moderated Madrid daily paper, which 
usually (and prudently) professes some of this optimism 
The abridgment starts by explaining that the sneech 
constitutes "THE FINAL RESULY OF A LONG PROCESS
OF (POLITICAL) RESEARCH'’ (L)

Spaniards have always been aware that the hatred 
for even the mere concent of rolitical rarties has
always been one of the 
of Franc’s "political

basic political superstions 
system . Spanish optimists, 

however, have tried to smuggle some hint of the 
concept into Spanish politics for some years they 
have been talking about certain possible "political 
associations"•> Franco seemed to tolerate benevolently 
this conversation - up until now: these are his words 
on the subject now:
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OHLY THING FOR WHICH

DRIVE US BACK TO POLITICAL PARTIES WILL NEVER BE

And, to dispell any possible remaining doubts*

On Parliament, and parliamentry functions .

POSSIBLE

I‘MOVIMENTO NATIONAL’ (3). THr

’’THE ROLE OF THE CORTES IS TO GIVE A CONCRETE FORT! 
TO TIIE LEGISLATIVE WILL OF THE STATE'* 1 * * * * * (U)

THERE IS ROOM IN OUR SYSTEM FOR ASSOCIATIONS (.. 
WHICH WOULD TRY TO PROMOTE COMMON WEALFARE, BUT 
ONLY SO FAR AS THEY WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO OUR

’’THE PEOPLE WO THINK THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONS (2) COULD LEAD?
POLITICAL PARTIES,

LEAD TO THEM. ANY INITIATIVE TOWARDS ASSOCIATIONS
WHICH,ASIDE FROM OUR ’MOVIMENTO NACIONAL’ ORGANIZATION,
WOULD CHERISH THE HOPE TO RETURN, SOONER OR LATER, 
TO THE FORMATION OF IDEOLOGICAL GROUPS WHICH COULD

SOONER OR LATER, TO
ARE SIMPLY WRONG”.

THERE IS NO ROOM AT ALL IN OUR SYSTEM IS THE POLITICAL
PARTIES- OR ANYTHING WHICH COULD POSSIBLY IN ANY WAY
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any civilized reader would
, that it’s 

peonle 7 apolitical

’German Nation or 
for instance? - Too bad for the optimists

I confess that I myself was astonished as
Wat an

I can easily imagine that
assume, while reading this last statement
last word would be, of course, ”
cynicism usually respects the holiest democratic
cliches.
well, when I read instead the word "State’’.
open confession of totalitarian faith, greater than 
any political cynicism. Speaking of their equally 
ficticious Parliaments, would not even Hitler or Stalin 
have used at that point the words 
"Proletariat”,
possibilities of interpretation




