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Fire-fighters are taking 
on both the New Labour 
Government and local 
employers in what 
is undoubtedly a political 
as well as an economic 
confrontation.
Lets be clear, this fight is 
not just about Fire­
fighters pay. ‘Tory’ Blair 
and ‘two jags* Prescott 
are deliberately
attacking these workers 
in a bid to make them 

‘Blair’s Miners’. The 
hope is that any other 
potential for workplace 
resistance will be 
crushed with the 
crushing of the Fire­
fighters.
New Labour are out to 
prove they will not be 
weak in dealing with the 
unions and, like every 
other serving
government, are there to 
serve the bosses interests 

not the workers.
This is about smashing 
organised workers who 
can’t agree that New 
Labour Britain has 
heralded a classless 
society.
To prove them wrong 
New Labour is using 
tried and tested means to 
put workers down. 
Threats, slander, 
misinformation and lies 
abound.

Government and media 
have launched into this 
battle ruthlessly. Their 
ruthlessness is a stark 
reminder of the class war 
raging in the heart of 
society.
This battle, and its 
outcome, will have a 
long-lasting impact on 
the labour movement. It 
is a battle which must be 
won.

DIRECT
ACTION

GETS 
RESULTS

The occupation of 
Richardson’s
Fertiliser plant has 

ended in a victory for the 
workers.

The issue of pensions is 
still unresolved but we 
must be clear that this is a 
victory for workers who 
took their struggle into 
their own hands and 
occupied the Richardson’s 
plant in Belfast. It is a 
victory for direct action. 

Workers ended their 
occupation with an 
agreement on significantly 
improved redundancy 
terms.

The announcement that 
Richardson's was to go into 
liquidation with the closure 
of its plants in Belfast, 
Cork and Arklow, was 
made last month.

On top of 206 jobs lost in 
Belfast alone workers were 
further angered at the 
refusal of the Irish 
Government (51% 
shareholder) and British 
multinational ICI (49% 
shareholder) not to pay 
redundancy in accordance 
with standing agreements. 

They also discovered that 
they would not receive 
their full pension 
entitlements from the 
company pension scheme 
under the liquidation plans. 

Protests were held outside 
the offices of Irish 
Enterprise Minister Mary 
Harney.



We Win riot Be Slaves
Jim Quinn, chair Northern Ireland Region FBU, addressing Belfast Trades Council Meeting

In the midst of deliberate provocation of fire-fighters and 
the preparation for a particularly acute battle in the class 
war by the Jew Labour Government public support 
remains solid for the fire-fighters. Their resolve has, if 
anything, strengthened in opposition to the Governments 
agenda of‘modernisation’ (which amounts to nothing but

cut backs, attacks on jobs and an assault on terms and conditions), lies 
and media manipulation.

In Belfast meetings are taking place to better co-ordinate and build support 
among the general public and most importantly across the labour 
movement. At the first such meeting on Thursday the 21 st of November 
in Transport House, organised by the Belfast Trades Union Council, Jim 
Quinn, chair Northern Ireland region FBU, reflected the defiance of the 
workers.

“Its time for backbone not back down”, he stated in what he has 
correctly pointed out is a struggle about the rights and conditions of all 
workers.

At the meeting, addressed by two local FBU representatives, shop stewards 
and activists from numerous Trades Unions and leftwing organisations 
united in support of the fire-fighters. Material was distributed by the ton 
to help build support for the dispute. Leaflets stating the fire-fighters 
case, posters, whistles and stickers were taken to help with the struggle.

Solidarity' was also expressed for the workers involved in the then ongoing 
occupation of Richardson’s Fertilisers plant in Belfast, a number of whom 
had attended to show support for the fire-fighters.

Another meeting was organised then and there, for Tuesday 26th of 
November, in the Unemployed Resource Centre, which will have taken 
place by the time this bulletin is at the printers.

Solidarity action will be continue and will be intensified through out this 
dispute which sees the Government attack on the fire-fighters as an 
attempt for the New Labour Government to prove beyond doubt its 
capitalist credentials. As Jim Quinn pointed out the fire-fighters have 
became “Blair’s miners”.

Defending the use of industrial action by fire-fighters, which they are 
clear has been forced upon them by the actions of Government, he stated; 

“Without the right to withdraw our labour we are just slaves. We 
will not be slaves”.

This should be the start of a unified and broader struggle among, initially, 
public sector workers struggling against this Governments ‘modernisation’ 
agenda, attacks on terms and conditions across the board, ongoing 
privatisation and cut backs across the sector. Workers must go on the 
offensive and take on the bosses, and our Local and National Governments 
which are implementing the bosses agenda. As Jim said of the fire-fighters 
this is about all workers;

“We have set the tone for change& its time for workers to set the •t
agenda. Because we are all worth it .

FIRE-FIGHTERS 
HARDSHIP FUND 
Members of Organise! - Anarcho- 
Syndicalist Federation Belfast Local have 
attended the picket line at Central Fire 
Station in Belfast and are still taking part 
in street collections for the fire fighters 
hardship fund.

It is regrettable that these days strike pay is
never enough to sustain workers in struggle,
it is also even more important to support 
this fund given the nature of the show down 
the Labour government are engaging in. 
Blair’s statement at a meeting of the CBI 
on Monday morning was a declaration of 
war on the FBU. Sequestration of FBU 
funds is highly likely to become a weapon 
aimed at undermining the workers resolve 
in this battle against the Government.

It is urgent that WE ALL do what we can 
to SUPPORT THE HARDSHIP FUND.

Financial support can be lodged directly 
into the fund. The fund is operated on a 
regional basis, all money raised in solidarity 
with the fire fighters across Ireland stays 
with the Northern Ireland region of the FBU 
and will be distributed to the membership 
directly by their elected officials on the basis 
of need.

Account details:

Northern Bank Sort Code: 95-03-61 
Account Number: 11242822

Please forward all lodgement slips to 
Stephen C. Boyd, The Fire Brigades Union, 
11 Bachelors Walk, Lisburn, Co. Antrim, 
BT28 1XJ.

The importance of this dispute, and the 
impact its outcome will have on the 
labour movement, cannot be 
underestimated. Solidarity is strength.

Support the Fire Fighters.




