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Fire—fighters are taking
on both the New Labour
Government and local
employers in what
is undoubtedly a political
as well as an economic
confrontation.

Lets be clear, this fight is
not just about Fire-
fighters pay. ‘Tory’ Blair
and ‘two jags’ Prescott
are deliberately
attacking these workers
in a bid to make them

L

‘Blair’s Miners’. The
hope is that any other
potential for workplace

resistance will be
crushed with the
crushing of the Fire-
fighters.

New Labour are out to
prove they will not be
weak in dealing with the
unions and, like every
other serving
government, are there to
serve the bosses interests
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not the workers.

This is about smashing
organised workers who
can’t agree that New
Labour Britain has
heralded a classless
society.

To prove them wrong
New Labour is using
tried and tested means to
put workers down.
Threats, slander,

misinformation and lies
abound.
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Government and media
have launched into this
battle ruthlessly. Their
ruthlessness is a stark
reminder of the class war
raging in the heart of
society.

This battle, and its
outcome, will have a
long—-lasting impact on
the labour movement. It
is a battle which must be
won.
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DIRECT
ACTION

GETS
RESULTS

""" The occupation of
Richardson’s
Fertiliser plant has
ended in a victory for the
workers.

The issue of pensions is
still unresolved but we
must be clear that this is a
victory for workers who
took their struggle into
their own hands and
occupied the Richardson’s
plant in Belfast. It is a
victory for direct action.

Workers ended their
occupation with an
agreement on significantly
improved redundancy
terms.

The announcement that
Richardson's was to go into
liquidation with the closure
of its plants in Belfast,
Cork and Arklow, was
made last month.

On top of 206 jobs lost in
Belfast alone workers were
further angered at the
refusal of the Irish
Government (51%
shareholder) and British
multinational ICI (49%
shareholder) not to pay
redundancy in accordance
with standing agreements.

They also discovered that
they would not receive
their full pension
entitlements from the
company pension scheme
under the liquidation plans.

Protests were held outside
the offices of Irish
Enterprise Minister Mary
Harney.








