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With May Day upon us once again it 
is perhaps worth recalling that the 
first May Day strikes back in the 
l880’s were over the eight hour day. 
With increased automation the total 
production output per worker must 
have risen astronomically since then 
but most workers would count it a 
poor wage if their was no overtime. 

Clearly, standards of living do 
not rise in pace with production any 
gains have had to be fought for and 
we have to continually struggle to 
stop them being eroded.

We as Syndicalists see no value 
in reformist demands such as “the 
right to work11 minimum wage stops, 
productivity deals but instead, aim 
at the real revolutionary goals, 
ABOLISHING THE WAGES SYSTEM and 
DIRECT WORKERS CONTROL. By workers 
control we mean not just a share in 
how we produce something but total 
control i.e. how we produce, what we 
produce and if we produce certain 
things at all.

By this the immediate producers 
themselves would have the chance to 
create by their own labour and leis­
ure their own progress and determine 
its rate and direction. Self determin 
-ation would proceed from the base 
and work for necessities could trans­
cend itself in a rational and effici­
ent manner toward work for personal 
satisfaction.

New Portugese strong man opinola 
sweeping into power with the catch­
words of Freedoni and Liberty, has
threatened to suppress any anarchy 
which might emerge.

Across the border, ’Franco’s
secret police, are “discovering" cell 
after cell of anarchists to fill up 
their political prisons. The Spanish 
fascist regime, which has tortured 
and killed more of its own people 
since it came to power on the blood 
of the civil war, than any european 
regime in history, only survives 
through repressing all opposition to
it, whether it takes the form of econ- 
-omic demands, nationalist separatism, 
or civil or religious liberties.

Just across the water from ourselv­
es. The Dublin government of farmers, 
lawyers and businessmen, all great 
upholders of freedom and liberty, 
although they often seem to confuse 
these qualities with privilege. Have 
sought to make a scapegoat of the 
Libertarian movement.

The ’Free State’ which just like 
Spain and Portugal, exports the cream 
of its young people to pay for its 
own mistakes, thinks that by arresting 
its idealistic youth and offloading 
of all the bombings, bank raids etc 
which have been disturbing the peace 
of Dublin on to them. That these activ­
ities will cease.

The Government in Dublin, Belfast 
and London with their combined armies 
and police are not able to solve the 
Irish problem. It can only be done by 
the Irish people themselves. In the 
meantime all members of ’New Earth’ 
and other Libertarian organisations 
lie in nick.
A defence committee is being formed 
New Earth adress is 112 Thomas St. 
Dublin 8.
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Discontent is growing again in some 
of the north west textile mills. The
leaders of the National Union of
Textile and Allied Workers (NUTAW) 
appear not to be carrying out the pol­
icy of shop floor representation, 
which had been forced upon them by the 
militants in the campaign for shop
stewards in textiles.

It is now over a year since the pol­
icy of mill representation was officia­
lly accepted by the union, and only a 
few mills have got them. At the next 
meeting of the Oldham branches of
(NUTAW) on April 27th. the union1s 
militants will be pressing for swifter 
implementation of the policy and also 
emphasising the need that reps, be
elected rather than appointed. As one 
militant told me, “If we allow the
union to pick our representatives, we 
might just as well let. the management 
organise them11. The union bosses work 
very close with management in this
industry and it is reported that Joe
King, General Secretary<of NUTAW, sit£ 
in on meetings of the Courtauld’s
directors, it is also a fact that the 
union has shares in the combine. Mr.
King, we may add, depends on communist 
and left wing support for his place on 
the T.U.C.

The textile unions generally let 
their members down while the three day 
week was in force earlier this year. 
Few workers got overtime pay for
Saterday‘working and opperatives in
the Rochdale area were forced to work 
New Years Day by their union. The 
unions failure to consult the members 
about working New Year, was attacked 
in letters in the local press. And
later when some of the more militant 
weavers refused to work Saturdays with­
out overtime pay, the other textile 
unions failed to back them.

There is-in fact considerable crit­
icism of these textile union officials 
in the Oldham and Rochdale mills, and 
this is something which is not reduced 
by the continued high .handed treatment 
these virtually self appointed leaders 
hand out the membership. At Oldham, a 
legitimate request that members of
N.U.T.A.W. be told the terms of an 
agreement in which Jim Browning, Nat­
ional President of NUTAW and secretary 
of the Oldham branch, had a house 
bought for him out of union funds, has 
been brushed aside by the union execut­
ive. In the same way, allegations of 
sharp practices and an admitted breacn 
of the union rules by the President 
of NUTAW’s Rochdale branch, Albert 
Hilton, has been swept under the carpet 
by the Rochdale executive committee, 
and the matter has been “left on the 
table". The committee significantly 
however has not asked for the complai­
nant to produce evidence to back up
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his allegations, as expected our fell­
ow travelling National Secretary Joe 
King has refused to intervene in this 
matter.

One thing about our union is that 
there is no risk of ballot rigging, 
because ballots are not fashionable
in the National Union of Textile &
Allied Workers. The union in fact, 
never seems capable of organising a
full ballot of the membership like most 
unions, and in any case all the offic 
-ials have all got their jobs for
life.

North West Workers.

stewards inThe Campaign for shop
textiles was started in May 1971 by a 
group of mill workers which included 
several libertarians. It resulted in 
the sacking of several comrades, in 
which all the above mentioned union 
officials collaborated with the emplo­
yers. Never the less the local public­
ity which resulted from the campaign 
forced the union officials to pay-lip 
service to the principle of mill 
representation. A booklet about this 
struggle is available from.

Brian Bamford
Kingsland
Price 7p.

4 Road, Rochdale, 
(Post Free).

Lancs.

Are there reds under the bed?
Just before the General Election, 

the newspapers were full of adverts 
sponsored by Aims of Industry, which 
supports “free enterprise”. Aims has 
spent £500,000 on its recent campaign 
to convince people that Brittan1s 
economic difficulties are caused by
trade unionists, ’anarchists’ and
• wreckers’•

However, you may ask, who is exac­
tly behind Aims of Industry? who are 
these public spirited citizens who
look for reds under the bed.

Aims was set up in the 4-0’s “to 
advance and promote industrial proSj^. 
erity". It’s founders Lord Perry of 
Stock Harvard, chairman of Fords,
J, Arthur Rank, Sir Felix Pole,„head 
of A.E.I. and Garfield Weston, who 
was a Tory M.P.

The composition of it’s present 
decision making council are as fallows 
The president is Sir Ian Lyle, direc­
tor of Tate and Lyle, chairman Sir 
John Reiss of Associated Portland 
Cement. Other members of the council
are R.W. Dean, Pearl Dean and Sophron- 
ion, P.L. Fleming, United Newspapers 
Rothersay Trust, W.R.B. Foster, En­
field Rolling Mills, Gannolex, tf.I.M. 
Holdings, London Brick Company, J.P. 
Hourston Anchor Cable Co. British
Insulated Callenders Cables. F. Tay­
lor, Taylor Woodrow (chairman)




