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Afew
political
points

IThe reaction of the National
Health Service Congultants to their
new terms of contract highlights the
archaic conditions that pertain in
the medical profession,

Une can't really argue against
the consultants demands for more
money for the job nor even againsgt
& reduction in their bagic working
week, After all every worker would
like & bagic £7.000 p.a, for a 30hr,
week, Lven the tactics which the
congsultants propose to use to get
around their contract, e,g., counting
travelling time as working time in
order to qualify for overtime rates
at £0 per hour would earn approval
from trade union militants, However
as thelr demands can only be met at
‘the expense of both, hospital staff
(most of whom earn less than £2,000
gross for a working week of up to
50 houreg) and of the treatment given

to N,H.5, patients, the Consultants
should not be too surprised if Hos-
pital Nurging and Ancillary oStaff
refuse to co-operate with their gr-
eedy demands,

Hospital work is arduous and
demanding and as in all similar con=-
ditions the brunt of the work falls
on young people both Nurses and
Doctors who howevoxr have rittle or
no say in hospital policy, Senior
Consultants of course often sit on
Hospital governing bodies and so
have even more control over their
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BUT DOCTOR,WHAT AROUT
THE SOCIEL CONTRACT THEN?

subordinates lives and futures as
well &8s being able to obtain prefer-
ential treatment for their private
patients,

The abolition of private patients
is only one reform which the Hosp-
ital service is in need of, Better
pay and conditions for junior staff,
A huge increase in the number of
young people being trained as Doct-
ors and Nurses with opportunities
for Nurses to qualify as Doctors
are some of the things needed to
break the stranglehold which Cons-
ultants and the B,M,A, has over the
National Health Service,

INTEX

The strike at 'Intex Yarns! (ICI)
Agshton Under Lyne on victimisation
grounds against shop steward Dave
Hallsworth who was accused by manag-
ement (without any proof) of sabotage
has exploded into a bloody situation
in which right wing strong arm men are
going around intimidating Trade Union
militants, in two cases shop stewards
have been slashed with razors and
beaten, |

oeveral families nave fled tne
area, Racialism has come to the sur-
face 1in the eara with Indian workers
being warned to keep their mouths shut
and stay in the background,
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