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History shows us that every time there’s 
a’slump’ (the in word today is recession) 
that the ’Employing Class* does two things. 
One; It takes its profits and invests them in 
any part of the World except their own count­
ry wherein those profits will make more money. 
Two: It uses this period of economic stagnat­
ion to weaken the strength of the organised 
’Working Class’. It is a case of no holds 
barred for the Capitalist at times like 
these.

DO YOU THINK THAT THEY WOULD ACCEPT A CAR 
INSTEAD OF A REDUNDANCY PAYMENT?

Through Parliamentary pressure groups 
(both Labour and Conservative) they try to 
bring in repressive anti-working class legis­
lation, Incomes Policies etc. but fight like 
hell against any attempt to cut back distrib­
ution of profits and dividends. At one and
the same time Employers will invite Govern­
ment Loans, and try to cut the work-force. 
The ’fortunate’ workers who are still left 
in employment are of course expected to bring 
out the same production, if not more.

This policy of using the strength of the 
Establishment against the entire working 
class is reinforced at shop floor level by 
an all out attack on militant sections or 
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individual militants of the work force, 
th these forms of action can be seen to 

be operating at the moment. Heaths Governm­
ent had no difficulty in finding a Judge to 
send the ’Shrewsbury Two’ down to a stiff 
and undeserved sentence. The right wing of 
the Labour Party just as easily squashed an
attempt by left Labour members to have the 
unjust conviction debated in Parliament.

The Trades Union leadership has both eyes 
firmly fixed on the Company Directorships 
which it expects to be theirs in the near
future as their reward for curbing the rank 
and file union membership. Under the propos­
ed Worker participation Bill, Workers
Directors would be drawn from the ranks of t
Union officials. One more boss whose main
task would be to discipline the workers for

the Employers. They will have a vested inter­
est in maintaining a docile membership. Some 
Unions are already restructuring their organ­
isation to this end, One method is to make 
an agreement with the Employers to deduct 
Union contributions from wages which if the 
practice becomes universal will mean that 
Branch attendance will fall away to the ext­
ent where they can be abolished and thus 
remove what little control the rank and file 
has over the paid officials.
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Top officials at the Treasury are doing 
their utmost to sabotage the Worker Co-opera­
tive movement. Whilst British Leyland has no 
difficulty in obtaining the money granted to 
them. The Meriden Motorcycle Co-operative has 
had their Export Credit Guarantee held up 
while the Treasury obtain an up to date viab- 
ilty report. If the go ahead is not given 
soon the present agreement between Villiers, 
the Unions concerned and the motorcycle work­
ers might well fall through.

At the Kirkby Co-operative the Government 
cash is paid in quarterley instalments subject 
to Government vetting. Pressure is already 
being put on the Workers management to create 
another hundred redundancies. The workforce 
has already dropped from the original 1,200 
to 850 employed at present.
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For Syndicalists Ulster has become a 
tradgedy. It is a tradgedy in the political, 
economic, social sense but most of all, in 
the loss of human lives. The bombings and 
shootings of the sectarian divide are really 
only a power game of those who pose as the 
defenders and champions of the religious 
communities. But have these self-styled lead­
ers any real support from the people of their 
respective communities? At this late stage it 
seems very unlikely. What the mass of people 
really crave for is an end to the killings.

We are informed by most left wing group­
ings that the struggles taking place in 
Ulster are anti-imperialist. That the ’’Brits” 
have to be kicked out and the six counties 
become one with the rest of Eire. While this 
maybe the nationalist dream of many in the 
past, the political, the economic and even 
the religious changes that have taken place 

ul'as than with improving the social and 
economic position of the people of Ulster. 
Whether the struggle will return to the grass 
roots, with people taking an active part 
remains to be seen. But the bullet and bomb 
battle will not give power to the people. 
It will mean yet another solution of leaders 
with both the religious and political scound­
rels scrambling to power. That will be an 
imposed solution under which the exploitation 
of the working class will continue.

make this assumption a very doubtful one.
What the catholics of Ulster want is an end 
to the discrimination practised against them 
by the succesive protestant administrations. 
Catholics were second class citizens when it
came to housing and jobs. While some may have 
had a nationalist and religious yearning to 
join catholic Eire, really it was the discr­
imination practiced against them that they 
abhored. Anyway, why would anyone in their 
right senses, want to join a nation state 
which had itself failed to solve its own 
economic problems and who’s main export had 
been for years its labour force. Even cathol­
ics are reluctant to leave behind the econom­
ic benefits of Ulster rather than have the 
lack of discrimination but the possible 
poverty of the Papal state of Eire.

The same applies to the protestant members 
of the community. Why should they have to 
become a part of Eire? But the violence of 
the I.R.A. and the U.V.F. has driven a wedge 
between the two communities. Both of these 
organisations have thrived on the death and 
destruction they have caused.

What the catholics needed was not death 
and destruction, but civil rights. It was the 
starting of this campaign which really had a 
good chance of success. It did not divide the 
communities but tried, with some success to 
bring together all who were discriminated 
against, the working class of Ulster. For the 
protestant worker his only consolation was 
that he was marginally better off than his 
catholic counterpart. But while this might
have been so, Ulster has for years suffered _ * 
under the discrimimation meted out by gover­
nments at Westminster. Ulster has always been 
one of the worst areas of the United Kingdom 
for unemployment. So while the working class 
of Ulster were religiously divided, the 
employers and the politicians had it all 
their own way. The violence of the bigots 
were concerned with outdated political form-

We are always hearing in the Tory press 
and on the television that workers wage dem­
ands are responsible for inflation 'Sometim­
es one would think that Britain is the only 
country in the world to suffer from this 
economic disease.

Let’s look at one country abroard which has 
suffered massive inflation, Uruguay. The 
military took power 18 months ago. Last year 
was disastrous for the Uruguayan economy, the 
prospects for this year look no better. The 
trade deficit was 120 million dollars, an 
increase of 80% over 1973. Inflation was runn­
ing at 100% last year, while wages rose by 
40%. The commercial activity of the country is 
at a very low level, due to the cut in purch­
asing power. Workers wages now bearly cover 
food and rent.

Unemployment has rocketed, emigration has 
soared. It is estimated that up to 500,000 
have left during the last few years. Many of 
these are the skilled workers and technicians 

All this has taken place in a country were 
the Labour Movement has been smashed. There 
are over 4,000 political prisoners in the 
jails. The army can crush the left, but can’t 
stop inflation.

The lessons we can draw from this situation 
are obvious. Unions and wage demands do not 
cause inflation. In fact, wage demands are an 
effect of inflation.

This is something we should remember when 
we hear the muttering of the privileged, and 
the usual right-wing talk of the unions ruin­
ing the economy. The army may be able to make 
the railways run on time but they can’t beat 
inflation, even if they forcibly suppress the 
unions and make thousands unemployed




