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W
elcome to the Anarchist Bookfair, which this year, clashes with 
aTUC march (date set after us). It’s possibly heartening that we 
are central enough to political life that the same people would 
go to either and that aTUC march might be interesting enough to attract 

militants and anarchists. But we decided not to change the date as we also 
wanted to avoid a clash with the United Families and Friends Campaign 
march on Saturday 25th October.These are grass roots campaigns who have 
stood up against the state for years. United Families and Friends Campaign 
will be speaking at the bookfair this year at 4pm in the Sizer lecture theatre.

Speakers this year reflect the massive upheavals taking place internationally 
- Ukrainian activists giving an anti-authoritarian perspective, and first-hand 
accounts of Kurdish self-organisation in Syria alongside French armed struggle 
veterans.

Strike Magazine presents a room (1.06) for counter-information at the service 
of the class struggle. Come armed with information, ideas, slogans, designs 
and participate in actual printing of risograph posters. Aloes Books are there 
as well on site with regular demonstrations using a manual typewriter and a 
hand-cranked Gestetner producing flyers on the spot. Details on page 21. 

As we move into the election year political organisations of the left will be 
trying to get us to vote labour without illusions, to pretend that the attacks 
on working class communities, the theft of resources and the increasingly 
authoritarian social controls are somehow the sole responsibility of the 
current government. Anarchists are some of the most vocal who know
differently and the Bookfair is just one opportunity to make our voices 
louder and our own organisation more effective.

Practical stuff: stalls are on the first floor, most of the meetings are on the 
third floor but some are in 2.40 and 2.41 on the second floor, as well the 
Sizer Lecture Theatre and room G.07 on the ground floor.There are 3 sets 
of staircases one in the middle and one at each end of the corridors. Second 
floor toilets are mixed gender. Food is in the Curve: out of the main doors 
and keep left. For disability access arrangements and any other questions ask 
at the info desk if you can’t find the answer in this programme.

Most importantly respect each other and respect the space, it’s no smoking, 
no dogs (except guide dogs) and if you want to drink, use the pubs nearby. 
Please don’t take photographs - it’s not necessary and it can annoy or 
concern some people.

If you have drifted in from theTUC march we hope this is more welcoming 
and relevant and that you take away ideas and inspiration. If you dragged 
yourself away from an insurrection in the West End you only have yourself to 
blame. If you have ideas about how we can make the Bookfair better get in 
touch.
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Mason Lecture Theatre
1st Floor

2pm - 3.00pm 
Pre-publication of book: Ujamaa 
- the Hidden Story ofTanzania’s 
Socialist Villages
The hidden story ofTanzania’s Ruvuma 
Development Association - 17 self-governing 
villages created in the 1960s. Men, women 
and children collectively worked the land, 
organised production, distribution, housing, 
education, childcare, healthcare, overcoming 
poverty and women’s subordination. People 
came from far to see this developing 
caring society that bypassed capitalism. But 
politicians, threatened by the autonomy and 
success of villagers, banned the RDA. Greed 
for power is also the blight of our movements 
today. Glimpse at what grassroots power was 
able to accomplish and can again - the most 
important truth we need to change the world. 
Organised by: Crossroads Books (http:// 
crossroadsbooksonline.net/)

3.00pm - 4.00pm
Stop,Thief!
Peter Linebaugh takes aim at the thieves of 
land, the polluters of the seas, the ravagers 
of the forests, the despoilers of rivers, and 
the removers of mountaintops. Scarcely a 
society has existed on the face of the earth 
that has not had commoning at its heart. 
“Neither the state nor the market,” say the 
planetary commoners. He kindles the embers 
of memory to ignite our future commons. 
From Thomas Paine to the Luddites, from 
Karl Marx to William Morris to the historian 
E.P.Thompson, Linebaugh brings to life the 
vital commonist tradition. He traces the red 
thread from the great revolt of commoners 
in 1381 to the enclosures of Ireland, and 
the American commons, where European 

immigrants who had been expelled from their 
commons met the immense commons of the 
native peoples and the underground African- 
American urban commons. Illuminating these 
struggles, Linebaugh reignites the ancient cry, 
“Stop, thief!”
Organised by: PM Press

4.00pm - 5.00pm
This space is kept free for an urgent issue 
that arises nearer the day. See information 
Desk for details

5.00pm - 6.30pm
Terrorism, Feminism and a Century 
of War, 1914-2014
In June 1914, Gavrilo Princip, a student 
influenced by both anarchism and nationalism, 
shot Franz Ferdinand and triggered the
First World War.Tragically, many of Europe’s 
socialists and feminists then supported this 
horrific war. However, a few courageous 
activists, such as Sylvia Pankhurst and the 
East London Suffragettes, did oppose the 
bloodbath. Mutinies and revolutions across 
Europe eventually ended the First World War. 
But capitalism - and its wars - continued for 
another century. As the capitalist bloodbath 
continues in the Middle East and the Ukraine, 
what hope is there for a movement that 
finally ends war?
Speakers: Bojan Aleksov on Gavrilo Princip; 
Laura Schwartz on ‘Feminism and the Great 
War’; Gabriel Levy on the civil war in the 
Ukraine.
Organised by:‘Remembering the real World 
War One’ (London)

Disability Access:
Information and support 
will be available at tne info

desk, including limited access to 
BSL interpreting and speech-to- 
text support.
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AFem2014
Anarcha-Feminist 
Conference

Queen Mary
University of London
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October 19th
2014

Contact us:
afem2014.wordpress.corri 

afem^afed.org.uk
twitter.com/AFem20l4
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David Sizer Lecture Theatre 
Ground Floor

12 noon - 1.00pm
Futures: A novel by John Barker
It’s 1987, London. Rumours abound of cocaine 
use in its financial centre, the City.The 
Thatcher government is loosening financial 
controls in a ‘Big Bang’ which threatens to 
downgrade the status of Jack and Phil, two 
City analysts who already have a taste for 
cocaine. One of their personal suppliers is 
shopped, the other is careful single mum, 
Carol, and she is involved as what begins 
as coke-fuelled fantasy - the creation of a 
cocaine futures market - starts to get real. 
Orgainsed by: PM Press

1.00pm - 3.00pm 
G.A.R.I. (International 
Revolutionary Action Groups)
Spain, in March 1974 five members of the 
Iberian Liberation Movement (MIL) are
under threat of death by Franco’s justice. 
To prevent their execution, four groups of 
activists in Paris and Toulouse join forces in 
a network called the G.A.R.I. (International 
Revolutionary Action Action Groups) to 
kidnap Balthazar Suarez, the Bank of Bilbao’s 
manager in Paris, in exchange for the release 
of their comrades.The prisoners are spared, 
the banker is released, G.A.R.I. dissolves and 
none of the real culprits are ever arrested. 
Forty years on the director of this film,
Nicolas Reglat, who grew up in full knowledge 
of the secret of this adventure, tells the 
inside story of this incident in an offbeat and 
occasionally humorous way.

Introducing the film and answering questions 
about the events of the time is one of the 
participants, Jean-Marc Rouillan, a founder 
member of the anti-Francoist guerrilla

group the MIL the G.A.R.I. and, later, Action 
Directe. First captured in 1974 and released 
in 1977, Jean-Marc was re-arrested with 
partner Nathalie Menigon in 1980 for his part 
in Action Directe but released in 1981 with 
other AD comrades as a result of an amnesty 
by President Mitterand. On release, Jean- 
Marc, Nathalie and a few other AD members 
continued the armed struggle until their 
dramatic arrest in February 1987. Sentenced 
to life imprisonment in 1989 and I994.J-M 
was subjected to a special prison regime, 
spending seven and a half years in total 
isolation before being released on special
parole in 2007; that was withdrawn in 2009 
for breach of his conditions. Parole was only 
regranted again in February 2011. 
Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair 
Collective and Stuart Christie
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3.00pm - 4.00pm
Syrian Kurdistan takes a different 
route to the Arab Spring 
- a first hand experience
A comrade from the Kurdish Anarchist
Federation (KAF) and Haringey Solidarity 
Group has just returned from Syrian
Kurdistan. Speaking with numerious people 
while there, it seems there is a desire to 
run Western Kurdistan (the Syrian part) 
along broadly non hierarchical, and dare 
we say anarchist, lines. As the KAF member 
says,“The best example the ‘Arab Spring’ 
produced so far is the ‘movement of the 
democracy society’ in Syrian Kurdistan.This 
emerged from the bottom of society where 
everybody regardless of their nationalities, 
religions, beliefs and genders came together 
to build local groups, the ‘house of the 
people’, neighbourhood committees and the 
Communes”.This while a war is being raged 
against them by ISIS. Come and hear his

the after party

live music - food - bar

www.comrnonhou5e.org.uk
Unit 5E Pundersons Gardens 

Bethnal Greem E2 9QG

thoughts and observations. 
Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair & 
KAF (http://anarchistan.tk)

4.00pm - 5.00pm
Burn! - (United Families & Friends) 
In August 201 I Britain was on fire - what was 
the spark that led to the crisis? When Mark 
Duggan was shot by the police the scene was 
set for a confrontation but it was not the first 
time. In this grass-roots documentary we hear 
why Tottenham burned, show how the flames 
spread and look at the deep-rooted reasons 
that have set fires blazing in the last three 
decades. Four people in this small community, 
all black and working class, have died at the 
hands of the police and this film retraces 
their story. Powerful witness testimonies 
are balanced against police reaction to the 
violence that exploded and the film offers 
a fresh political analysis of the cause of the 
uprising. Exploring ideas of collective memory 
‘Burn’ is poetry for the people. 
Organised by: United Families & Friends
Campaign (http://uffc-campaigncentral.org)

5.00pm - 6.00pm
Class Wargames: Ludic Subversion 
Against Spectacular Capitalism
A prelaunch peak at Richard Barbrook’s new 
book (published by Minor Compositions) 
which reviews how Class Wargames
investigated Guy Debord’s use of nineteenth 
century military theorists to develop a
clearer understanding of the role of warfare 
in revolutionary strategy. Class Wargames 
utilised additional wargames to explore the 
Haitian Revolution (1791-1804), the Austrian 
Civil War (1934) and H.G.Wells Little Wars 
(1913), which offered a cautionary illustration 
of the bloodbath which the First World War 
would inevitably turn into. Also a chance to 
see the Class Wargames film, Guy Debord’s 
Game of War.

D
avid Sizer Lecture Theatre

http://www.comrnonhou5e.org.uk
http://anarchistan.tk
http://uffc-campaigncentral.org
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7 Room G.07
Ground Floor

12 noon - 1.00pm
Resisting the anti-abortionists: a 
feminist debate on tactics
As US-style anti-abortion pickets outside 
clinics increase in the UK, how should anti­
capitalist feminists respond?The mainstream 
feminist consensus is to avoid open conflict 
outside clinics to reduce stress for women 
using these services. But does this concede 
too much public space to the far right, with 
the result that abortion is harder to access? 
What would physical resistance look like, and 
what lessons can we learn from the anti-fascist 
movement? 
Organised by: Feminist Fightback (www. 
feministfightback.org.uk)

1.00pm - 2.00pm
New threats to racial justice
The session will introduce a new campaign 
seeking to influence two areas critical to 
racial justice in east London. NMP will discuss 
findings from research looking at the erosion 
of race hate crime service provision that 
threatens to leave black communities without 
adequate support and new technology in 
street policing that pose challenges to civil 
liberties.
Organised by: Newham Monitoring Project 
(http://www.nmp.org.uk/)

2.00pm - 3.00pm
State Violence and Workers 
Struggles
Meeting organised by the Industrial Workers 
of the World commemorating the state 
sponsored murder of miners at Marikana in 
South Africa and the British miners’ clash with 
the security service and police at the Battle of 
Orgreave.
Organised by: Industrial Workers of the World 
(www.iww.org.uk)
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3.00pm - 4.00pm
Rules without Rulers
Matt Wilson will be talking about his new
book, Rules without Rulers, which explores
the possibility of organising society without
the state. Contrary to much anarchist theory,
he argues that such a life would not entail 
absolute freedom, but would mean creating
new forms of social organisation which, whilst

I
offering more freedom than state-capitalism, 
would nonetheless still entail certain limits to
it. He goes on to argue that the reality of what 
an anarchist society might look like, and the
problems that such a society might encounter,
are rarely discussed or acknowledged.Talk,
followed by discussion.

4.00pm - 5.00pm
An Introduction to Anarchist
Communism
Revolutionaries believe that the societies we
live in are basically unjust and unfair. Poverty,
war, racism, sexism and all the rest of the
problems we face are not exceptions to the

I

rule - they are the rule. Capitalism cannot 
exist without creating poverty, without fighting
wars, without oppressing people because
of their race or gender. We in the Anarchist
Federation believe that capitalism must be
destroyed and a new society - an anarchist
communist society - must be built.This is the
revolution.This talk will introduce anarchist
communism and its part in today’s struggles.
Organised by:Anarchist Federation (http://
www.afed.org.uk/)

5.00pm - 6.30pm
Class Struggle, is it still relevant to
Anarchism?
A panel of four speakers present different
perspectives for and against followed by a
debate.
Orgainsed by: London Anarchist Forum 
(http://www.angelfire.com/ak4/Forum/
LAFWebsite.htm)

feministfightback.org.uk
http://www.nmp.org.uk/
http://www.iww.org.uk
http://www.afed.org.uk/
http://www.angelfire.com/ak4/Forum/


As anarchist communists we fight for a world without leaders, where 
power is shared equally amongst communities, and people are free 

to reach their full potential. We do this by supporting resistance 
against the state and business, organising alongside our community 

and workmates, hosting informative events, and producing 
publications that help make sense of the world around us.



Room 2.41
2nd Floor

12 noon - 1.00pm 
United with Victims of Benetton 
On April 24th 2013 a factory collapsed 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in one of the worst 
industrial disasters in history. 1,129 people 
died and 2,515 were injured. Benetton 
clothes were found in the rubble, but they are 
refusing to contribute to the compensation 
fund for the families of the dead, and the 
injured survivors. United with Victims of 
Benetton is calling on Benetton to pay up. 
Token donations won’t do. Micro loans and 
“skills training” add insult to injury.We will 
continue to hold Benetton to account until 
they pay real compensation to the Rana Plaza 
Donors Trust Fund. 
Organised by United With Victims of
Benetton (http://www.benettonvictims.org/)

1.00pm - 2.00pm
Notoriously Militant:The story of a 
union branch
Presentation of book - “Notoriously Militant: 
The story of a Union Branch” - in terms of 
its relevance to current issues of workplace 
trade union organisation and direct 
democracy.
Organised by: Sheila Cohen

2.00pm - 3.00pm
Pushing back workfare
Workfare - forced unpaid work for people 
who need welfare benefits - is being pushed 
back by people resisting the schemes and 
by direct action targeting those who profit: 
companies and unprincipled charities.
Resistance against workfare continues
to widen and grow.The government’s
latest scheme - punitive six month-long
Community Work Placements - has had a 
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very shaky start as voluntary organisations 
and some unions begin to take a more active 
stance against workfare.This workshop will 
explore how we can win, and share stories 
and ideas for future action. 
Organised by: Boycott Workfare (http://www. 
boycottworkfare.org/)

3.00pm - 4.00pm
Radical Co-operative Housing and 
Work (aka Radical Co-op Living) 
What is a housing co-op? What is a workers 
co-op? How do you set one up? What’s it like 
to live and work in a co-op? What is Radical 
Routes? A quick overview followed by small 
groups each focusing on a different aspect. 
Organised by: Radical Routes (http://www. 
radicalroutes.org.uk/)

NOTORIOUSLY MILITANT: 
The Story Of A Union . 
Branch by Sheila Cohen 
Merlin 2013, £15.99 (£10 to ABF 
purchasers)

Think trade unionism is just 
about fat bureaucrats sitting 
in offices? Read Notoriously... 
and you'll see it's anything 
but. This book tells the story of 
how rank and file Ford workers 
from Detroit , to Dagenham 
staged occupations and mass 
protests in the 1940s to get 
their plants organised - not for 
trade union officials, but for

the mass of 'ordinary' workers demanding genuine shopfloor 
representation.

As the story of a TGWU/Unite branch founded during the 
upheaval of the occupation, Notoriously provides a lively account 
of these struggles and their impact on consciousness for both 
activists and so-called 'ordinary' members in the workplace. But 
you'll also discover some of the nails in the coffin - most of all, 
perhaps, the Tory anti-union laws - that destroyed the defiance 
of once-militant reps. Interviews and press reports provide a 
vivid portrayal of the dynamics of shopfloor unionism at Ford's 
Dagenham plant - from the founding of the branch that gives 
this history its name to its final defeat by the forces of trade 
union bureaucracy.

http://www.benettonvictims.org/
boycottworkfare.org/
radicalroutes.org.uk/

