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Kalteras' friends take their revenge out on a nearby bank.
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Greek Embassy, 1A Holland Park, 
London W.11. Telephone 01-727 8040
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100,000 people marched through 
Athens on Sunday, November 17th, 
to commemorate the occupation 
(by students) of the Polytechnic 
University buildings in November 
1973, which lead to the collapse of 
the Greek dictatorship.
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Out of the thirty eight arrested for 

occupying the Polytechnic University, 
eighteen have already been before the 
magistrate. Eight were released, the other 
ten were remanded in custody.

Protests against the Greek government 
and its police dictatorship shout I be sent 
to:

w
c

4
• • 4

zp7 * * 
> • k-%4a -

A-m.

♦ 
t

t > Y

---------- ----
fcT--

a ' * •

& •
At - 

< **r 
— -

r« r> 

‘V
i 
* 4

- X
• 44- 
JZL

• *’
• -A

PS The news and publicity about these 
events in Greece had the significance of 
just being referred to for ten seconds on 
English television, it seems the murder of 
a 15 year old boy in cold blood, is way 
less important than Lady Diana’s latest 
fashionable appearance. But the truth 
hidden behind all this comedy is the panic 
of the State s servants around the world. 
They’re horrified to show through mass 
media how Anarchists get together and 
fight even to the point of death, its ever 
so convenient for them to secretly keep 
this news within their own States when­
ever they happen and try to drown them 
in blood. But we can assure them, that 
despite their desperate actions to keep us 
apart from our comrades in other countries 
we know that we 're united and fighting 
for our dream which will very soon become 
their nightmare. Because we say:

E REALISTIC, DEMAND THE
IMPOSSIBLE.

Katerina.
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The brutal eviction of the Chemistry 
building sparked rioting throughout the 
city and at 5pm five thousand protesters 
marched to the Houses of Parlaiment. 
Two thousand, five hundred people also 
re-occupied the Polytechnic University 
buildings, deamnding the punishment for 
those responsible for Mikilas Kalteras’
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Fifteen year old Anarchist Mikilas Kalteras lies dead.
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murder. The second occupation ended on 
November 19th, when the majority left 
and those remaining decided to leave too 
fearing further police brutality.

At 9pm on November 18th, on the TV 
news it was announced that the Greek 
Interior Minister (also responsible for Public 
Order) and his assistant had resigned. 
Their resignations, however, were not 
accepted by ‘Socialist’ Prime Minister A. 
Papandreous. At the same time, three of 
Greece’s leading Police Chiefs were sus­
pended from their duties until an invest­
igation into Kaleras’ murder is completed 
(when they will be re-instated no doubt).

Demonstrations and occupations in 
solidarity with the Athens occupation also 
took place in Salonika, Yannena, Patra, 
Komotini and Xanthi.

As we go to press, police murderer 
Athanasios Melistas has been charged with 
murder and released conditionally (without

Many people were involved in the march 
including Anarchists. There was a strong 
police presence too but this didn't stop 
some demonstrators (mostly Anarchists) 
from attacking a South African Airlines 
building and the Athens Hilton Hotel en 
route.

After the demonstration hundreds of 
police in cars and vans surrounded Exarchia 
Square (a meeting place for Athen’s Anarch­
ists) looking for suspects. The police were 
very brutal and used a great deal of force 
against people in the area — includigg pass­
ers by — during their search. The situation 
grew tense and just after midnight the 
crowd responded to the police’s brutality 
by throwing molotovs (petrol bombs) at a 
police van. The police got out of their van 
and started shooting pistols at the escaping 
crowd. A 15 year old Anarchist, Mihalis 
Kaltezas, was murdered in cold blood, shot 
in the back of the head by policeman 
Athanasios Melistas.

When the news spread two hundred 
people immediately decided to occupy 
the Athens Polytechnic — Chemistry 
building in protest at the boy’s murder. 
This building has been occupied before, 
in May 1985 by Anarchists protesting at 
police harassment.

The police quickly surrounded the 
building and after two unsuccessful 
attempts during the night at 11am on 
November 18, they stormed the building 
using tear gas (SAS style) and violently 
evicted the occupiers inside. One Anarch­
ist was so badly beaten up by the police 
that he had to be taken to hospital with 
head injuries and is in a critical condition 
as we go to press.
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20 members of the Silcott Defence 
Campaign picketed the Court carrying 
signs saying: Free Silcott - Police Frame-up 
— Silcott is Innocent!

w
Ml

fictional anti-Soviet literature for mass
consumption.

Winston Silcott, 25, of the Broadwater Farm 
Estate appeared before Clerkenwell Magist­
rates charged with the murder of PC Keith 
Blakelock during the Tottenham riots on 
October 6th.

I think our intervention went some way 
towards exposing the contradiction 
between Knight’s championing of the 
‘confrontational’ approach (notably his 
support for the miners’ strike) and his own 
Council’s appalling record as a major 
employer, ‘manager’ of local industry and 
administrator of resources and social 
services — a contradiction which clearly 
shows up the bankruptcy of so-called 
‘municipal socialism’.

Canterbury DAM

£1 2 inland 
£1 5 surface. £1 9 Air 
£6 50 Inland 
£8 surface. £10 Air.
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SCARMAN HAS 
NO ANSWERS
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF
Sixteen Cruise missiles arrived at Green­

ham Common US Air Force base over the 
16/17 November weekend. A Starlifter 
aircraft unloaded nuclear warheads for the 
missiles.

WAR ON LONDON
I n the War against London, being prepared 
by Sir Kenneth Newman and already part­
ially in operation, it has been openly ad­
mitted by Scotland Yard (according to the 
Guardian November 7th) that there are 
‘contingency plans for every high risk 
housing estate or area in London’ — which 
reminds us irresistably of Dr. Dollfuss, 
the Austrian Chancellor, with similar ‘con­
tingency plans’ against housing estates 
which resisted first the clerical fascists, 
then the Nazis.

A plan exists for each of the Metro­
politan Police’s 75 divisions to deal with 
‘major incidents’ and they were drawn up, 
as request by the Commisioner, at least 
two years ago. It would seem that Brixton 
and Tottenham were not the cause of the 
heavy policing, but that the heavy hand 
preceded the riots.

Last but not least, we asked him to tell 
us about his connections, if any, with a 
certain construction company which has 
been receiving lucrative contracts with the 
Lambeth Council. Almost literally snarling 
with anger, Knight then launched into an 
amazing diatribe against the questioner, 
even stooping so far as to threaten to sue 
him for slander!
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Canterbury Knight
On Wednesday, 20th November, Lambeth
Council Leader Ted Knight came to speak
at the University of Kent in Canterbury.

His speech was a predictable attack on
Tory economic policy, focusing particulary 
on rate-capping, and after that the audience
was invited to ask questions.

Members of the Canterbury Anarchist
Group jumped at the chance to bring to the 
audience’s attention Lambeth Council’s
forcible evictions of homeless squatters
(often using the same police force that Ted
Knight is so quick to condemn when it 
suits him) and to show how, even as the
housing crisis deepens daily, ‘Red Ted’ is 
content to play off one group of homeless 
people against another in the time-honoured
tradition of‘divide-and-rule’.

We asked him how, in view of his supp­
osed concern for single-parent families he 
justified the eviction of the much needed
Brailsford Road community creche. Dis­
concerted, but still at this stage as smooth 
as ever, our Ted’s sole justification was
that it wac only a ‘so-called creche or some­
thing set up by people who I believe call
themselves anarchists and who claim to be
in some way friends of the working-class’!

We then asked him to comment on the 
eviction of the Acrs Lane squats (which 
housed 25 people) to make way for a Tesco 
car park. Knight snapped that ‘businesses
are needed in the area’.

Quick as a flash we returned with ‘Pre­
sumably Mr Knight is aware of Tesco’s
connections with South Africa. Can he
tell us how he justifies the investment of
Lambeth Council funds in companies with 
strong apartheid links?’ Positively ratty by
now, Knight ‘explained’ that it is ‘only’
10% of the superannuation funds which
are thus - invested, as opposed to 50% a 
few years ago — ‘ a reduction of 80%’’

J.

This Conference sees the need to build an 
Anti-Fascist front of groups willing to 
combat Fascist activity in this country. 
We see the need to oppose Racism and 
Fascism physically on the streets and ideo­
logically. . .

This was part of the opening statement ♦ 
produced by the founding Conference of 
Anti-Fascist Action held in the Conway 
Hall, London on the 28th of July 1985. 
Represented at this meeting were various 
racial, sexual, socialist and anarchist groups 
and individuals.

Between July, and the AFA’s first major 
initiative on the 10th of November, it has 
been beset by leadership problems ie. those 
who think they are leaders and those who 
are not interested in leadership but in stop­
ping the growing threat of fascism in this 
country. This was first highlighted by an 
article that appeared in Time Out ( a weekly 
London ‘what’s on guide’).

This article stated that Anti-Fascist 
Action nopes to work closely with the 
police. . .When the Secretariat of AFA was 
asked to publicly repudiate the above 
statement, which had been made without 
the authority of the delegate conference, 
it was said that these mis-statements were 
made by someone who had no connection 
with the AFA.

The episode has been overshadowed by 
a direct threat to anarchists involved with 
Anti-Fascist Action. The Secretariat of the 
AFA, which was formed to carry out the 
day-to-day organising of initiatives agreed 
upon by delegates, demanded the expul­
sion of Class War which had affiliated to 
Anti-Fascist Action. The charges against 
Class War, brought by Searchlight (the 
investigative monthly magazine), stated 
that they had been infiltrateu by members 
of the National Front. The ‘evidence’ to 
substantiate these charges, presented at the 
next delegates meeting, consisted of an 
unseen video still, taken at a Bash The Rich 
march in Hampstead earlier this year, which 
purports to show someone giving a straight-

Two policemen were caught doing burglar­
ies in St. Albans by other cops when their 
police radio used for look-out during the 
break-ins made others suspicious.

Anti - Fascist Action
arm salute. An article in one issue of Class 
War which was supposed to have said we 
are all racist and sexist. . . so what? Finally, 
that Class War had jostled and spat at a 
highly-placed Labourite.

ly, the rest were remanded for sureties, the 
last 2 being released on Sunday morning.

The police obviously want to get people 
who will not conform totally to the State’s 
wishes — this has clearly been seen from 
Stop the City to the miners strike, from 
Stonehenge to Greenham, and it must be 
resisted. It is no* good saying that it will 
not affect you — you will be next if you 
allow through your inaction what little is 
left of our ‘civil liberties’ to be further 
diminished by the increasing Police State. 
If these 8 people are found guilty this 
could set a precedent and invite the police 
to arrest people before or during a protest 
of any sort for this conspiracy charge, 
therefore being able to pick out anyone 
THEY consider a potential troublemaker 
or ‘ring leader’ and get them off the 
streets. The public nuisance charge is some 
thing of a catch-all as far as protests are 
concerned and so is dangerous covering 
anything from blocking the road to makin 
lots of noise. . . If the 8 are found guilty 
this will mean to conspire to cause a public 
nuisance you need only to travel with 
others to a demo.

We must stand together and resist these 
threats to our few freedoms. The Birming­
ham 8 need your support, as do all other 
people threatened and attacked by the 
State. The Birmingham Crown Court on 
Corporation Street, near New Street Stat­
ion from Monday 2nd December until 
the trial is over will find the defendants 
and their supporters present.

Contact: Box Birmingham 8, 
84b Whitechapel High Street, 
London El

or phone: 01-8882482.

The first two charges were not backed 
up by any evidence — neither the photo­
graph nor the article were produced —. It 
is highly possible that someone did give a 
fascist salute but as this march was so 
highly policed, it is not surprising. If any 
cameras had been in the right places at the 
right times during the miners strike we 
would have a great deal of evidence to 
prove there are many fascist miners... 
The article in question dealt with the solid­
arity of working class people no matter their 
their race or gender. The real enemy being 
the rich.

The last piece of evidence seems to 
show why these charges were brought.

The Secretariat of Anti-Fascist Action 
is dominated by the Labour left who are 
determined to isolate any anarchists or 
socialists who have any concept of revolut­
ionary direct action, and will use any means 
to do so. If Class War is first to go who is 
next?

These slanders have not gone unopposed 
and demands have been made for this 
‘evidence’ to be substantiated and that 
Class War be present to refute them.

The groups proposing this intend to do 
so until the next Conference of Anti-Fascist 
Action, the organising of which the Secret­
ariat was actually set up for.

SOURCE: E.London DAM

Birmingham 8
On Monday 2nd December at Birmingham
Crown Court the trial begins of 8 people
charged with going equipped to cause
criminal damage and conspiracy to commit
a public nuisance. It has taken over a vear
for this case to come to Court — it all
started on Wednesday 10th October 1984,
when some people from London decided to
go to the Stop the City action in Birming­
ham. They arrived up there on the night of
the 10th in a van, noticing the whole area
was being very heavily policed.

After picking up a friend who they had
planned to spend the night with they head­
ed off towards his house. After a while a
police car which had been following their
van stopped it and surrounded it with a
car in front, a van on the right, another car 
on the left (actually on the pavement),
another van behind, and behind that a
prison transporter.

When the police searched the van, all
they found was a bag containing some glue 
and paint. The people in the van denied
all knowledge of the items and refused to
answer any of the police questions. Origin­
ally they were charged with going equipped 
to cause criminal damage,;but then the
police decided to try to frame them up on
the more serious charge of conspiracy. The
so-called evidence in relation to this charge 
is that the 8 travelled together to Birming­
ham the night before Stop the City and ‘ 
during their stay in police custody the 8
refused to co-operate and some shouted 
and sang for much of the time. Durin
this time the police found a leaflet on the
police station floor, not even near any of
the defendants. The leaflet suggested 
actions for Stop the City, such as sit-ins,
blockades and causing damage to oppress­
ive property. It went on to suggest that if
arrested, disruption should continue, non-
co-operation with police, and making lots
of noise in the cells. The police are tryin
to claim that because the 8 were ‘carryin
out’ the second part of the leaflet they
must have been intending to carry out the
first and disrupt Birmingham so causing a
public nuisance. If it was not so serious it
would be funny. Everyone was held until
Friday afternnon when they appeared in 
Court. Only 3 were granted bail immediate-

THATCHER’S SPEECH WRITER 
Robert Moss is a former speech writer of 
British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher. 
He was also a columnist for the Economist 
magazine and writes occasionally for the 
Daily Telegraph on a free-lance basis. In 
addition Moss works for the CIA and has, 
for several years, been actively involved 
in initiating campaigns of ‘black propa­
ganda’ on behalf of his US employers. 

. One such campaign involved the CIA 
in the lead up to the overthrow of Chilean 
Leader, Allende. In 1971 the CIA asked 
Moss if he would move to Chile to put 
together disinformation that could help 
destabilise the Allende government. Moss 
was more than gald to be of service and 
took up his post using his Economist 
reporter cover. From there he put out fab­
ricated stories about the Allende govern­
ment, meant for British consumption but 
with wider coverage,and a rebound effect 
on public opinion within Chile itself. Moss 
was only one of many who were employ­
ed to handle such disinformation, much 
of which originated from the CIA direct.

His most successful fabrication was 
when he literally invented a guerrilla lead­
er, who he nicknamed Commander Pepe. 
A real person, Jose Gregorio Liendo, was 
employed by Moss to be ‘Pepe’. Unfortun­
ately for Liendo, however, the ruse worked 
too well and he was killed by the Chilean 
security forces. Liendo was duped, as was 
the public, but Moss survived to return to 
Britain to continue his disinformation 
work.

Before long he had joined forces with 
Brian Crozier (now the guru of the Free­
dom Association — a far right anti-union 
organisation) to set up, with CIA funds, 
the so-called Institute for the Study of 
Conflict, a ‘think-tank’ that functioned 
as a focus for CIA propaganda in Britain. 
The Institute is still active and is based 
in Golden Square in the Soho district of 
London. Moss, meanwhile now lives in 
the USA and works for the ‘Reaganite’ 
Heritage Foundation, as well as writin
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On 16th November, BETA held a confer­
ence for its BBC section, under pressure 
from the membership for action. The 
bureaucracy is failing to fight the planned 
cuts in 4,000 BBC jobs effectively, so the 
members are fed up. Already the BBC 
Divisional Committee has passed a vote of 

The EETPU signed a single-union agreement 
for the Japanese-owned Yuasa Batteries 190 
wage-slaves at Ebbw Vale, Gwent, Wales. It 
is the fourth such EETPU agreement in South 
South Wales and it’s fifteenth altogether. 
One hundred members of the TGWU at the 
plant have protested as only two EETPU 
members were there. A no-strike ‘closed- 
shop’ deal with the bosses is EETPU style.
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In the circumstances it can only be a 
company union. It uses the term ‘demo­
cratic’ precisely because it isn’t (compare 
the German Democratic Republic).

The Trades Union Congress would be 
using its heaviest artileery if it were a 
question of a breakaway revolutionary 
union; but this breakaway is too much in 
the TUC tradition to remain a pariah for 
long.

Being a State body, the NCB can afford 
for the moment to be handing out a few 
sugarplums to the people who didn’t 
embarrass it. But they won’t keep that up 
for long. The new ‘union’ may seem to be 
riding high. Meanwhile, a large number will 
get large redundancy payments being paid 
in an effort to cut down the industry with­
out further provocation. After that, as the 
rules of the capitalist game dictate, the 
plums will go to the people who fight f6r 
them. That won’t be a company union, 
and it won’t survive as the Conservative’s 
industrial wing.
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PAYING THROUGH THE EARS 
The recent announcement of another 
increase in telephone charges comes just 
after the freebie bash for British Telecom 
shareholders. .. we wonder are the two 
incidents connected?

The smooth operators have also heard 
of a strike by international phone operat­
ors, which was met by management per­
sonnel scabbing, to the extent of spend­
ing six weeks within the confines of the 
telephone exchange. As a direct result of 
their action, they are much more able to 
deal with any possible re-occurence! 
More as we have it.

Smooth Operators.

funds, despite the fact that he prefers to 
use helicopters and hired cars. Director 
General, Alisdair Milne, and he flew over 
to the BBC’s summer fete for an afternoon 
at a cost of £1,000 to give themselves a 
break from discussions on the cuts. The 
DG has to live on a salary of over £65,000 
plus personal car, use of chauffeur-driven 
car and helicopters, so one can’t help 
sympathising with the poor guy.

Private contractors have been seen ten­
dering for cleaning work. They even sent 
a horde of school children in one Sunday 
to clean the loos in Broadcasting House — 
if challenged about the legality of such an 
exercise, they will claim, no doubt, that 
they were the children of the one or two 
adults accompanying the party!

Engineering Specialists were to be cut 
to 10% — thus ending all custom-built 
equipment and opening the way for Sony 
and others. Now the BBC is talking about 
40% remaining: clever stuff. Instead of 
fighting together, staff are asking them­
selves ‘could I be one of the lucky ones’. 
It’s no longer ‘How can they sack 90% of 
the staff? but, ‘we saved 30%, isn’t that 
reat’.

censure on the Joint General Secretary, 
Tony Hearn for cocking up a ballot for a 
one-day strike, thus getting a ‘no’ vote. 
Sadly, although the mebership are angry 
with the leadership, they are unused to 
unofficial action and see their way forward 
through the regular machinery and hope 
for a change of heart by the bureaucracy. 
While they wait for this unlikely event, 
jobs are already being lost.

Catering staff are down to half strength 
in permanent contracts, the rest being 
made up from agency staff: privatisation 
by the back door. These members are now 
being balloted at the work place for light­
ning strikes in November/December 
because the rank and file are keeping up 
pressure. No waiting for the negotiating 
machinery to grind inexorbaly on.

Meanwhile, BBC Cair, Stuart Young, 
has had four expensive cars from BBC 

Joint Stewards (11 unions) Committee 
have backed four Hackney Council garden­
ers who have occupied a Recreation Centre 
to put pressure on their bosses to pay them 
their bonus. Normally the gardeners are all 
based at a local cemetary so the heated 
swimming pools etc are a nice change.

tracts of Disneyland, some miners want 
to blame Scargill for everything.

The temptation is easy to follow. But 
the greatest fault lies with the whole trade 
union movement, the whole of the socialist 
voters, including the miners, and not just 
their representatives. They wanted the 
National Coal Board. They celebrated 
nationalisation of the mines with parties 
and cheering, they flew the Union Jack 
from the pitheads. Even now, the greatest 
condemnation they would make of Mrs 
Thatcher would be if she wanted to sell 
it off. The syndicalists arguments against 
nationalisation and state socialism were 
lost in the euphoria of thd Labour Govern­
ment of 1945. What we have got was as 
sure as night follows day. No private 
employer could have stood up to the 
miners, and suffered such losses, as the 
State could. Only direct workers control 
could have given continued life to the 
communities even if the industry was 
failing.
The Scabs
During the strike those miners with pits 
that looked as if they had a long life — or 
at least a longer life - decided not to go 
on strike. Now they have formed a ‘union’. 
The weakness of any army is the presence 
of people who don’t want to fight — this 
goes for unionism as well. It weakened the 
National Union of Mineworkers to have 
conscripts within it who had no stomach 
for the fight. This determination to have 
a closed shop led to legal actions and High 
Court actions which weakened the union 
and helped to close the strike. Now, with 
NUM funds depleted and the bulk of its 
property legally confiscated by judicial 
muggers, the scabs union comes into being.

ship’ is generally about running ahead of 
everybody else by one step and throwin 
occasional glances to see in what direction 
everyone else is going.

We for our part personally had every 
reason to hate Scargill — whenever we 
approach any public figure to put pressure 
on them or persuade them to support 
political prisoners we expect at least a 
hearing. We have even approached bishops 
and got them to at least listen and on rare 
occasions to intervene. On the occasion 
Scargill was approached to intervene with 
a foreign government on behalf of a woman 
Anarchist prisoner, a dear friend, he put 
the phone down. One does see it might 
have compromised him, but this is not the 
stuff of which great revolutionaries are 
made/Establishment naughty children’ 
needn’t fear the Scargills or Benns. But as 
long as he was leading the pack, even if 
only after consideration as to what else 
he could do, it wasn’t worth attacking 
him: there was a more important enemy. 
Miners Against Scargill
Now, with defeat, many miners are turnin; 
against Scargill. But it is the old story in 
industry. People back ‘the militants’ and 
the more political they are and the more 
extreme they sound, the better they are 
felt to press for claims. If successful, there 
is pressure on them from above to take 
union office, or (if already in it) political 
office. If they fail, ‘we were led astray by 
reds’. Some such attitude is tarnishing 
Scargill now.

As the squeeze is on the pits, and a 
determination to end the coal industry 
over most of England and all of Wales, 
and to replace it by the occasional multi 
national corporation car factory and vast 

Before the 1984/5 miners’ strike, Arthur 
Scargill was little known beyond the 
miners’ union. He was an average union 
bureaucrat with political ambitions. The 
right wing attacks were on demon figures 
like Wedgie Benn, who ‘frightened them’, 
and who like others before has vanished 
into an amiable nonentity. Suddenly, with 
the miners’ strike, Scargill became a name 
to be conjectured with, to frighten Estab­
lishment figures naughty children with, 
the mere flourish of his name being 
enough to damn anyone.

What did Scargill do during the miners’ 
strike that made him demon king? He con­
ducted his side of affairs in a fairly average 
way, he came across as an effective public 
relations officer, a fairly lifeless organiser, 
a very lively orator. But there was one 
thing that condemned him. He didn’t sell 
out. This was what annoyed his so-called 
left wing critics the more. It was easy to 
sell out, it was expected of him, and had 
he done so they would have been the first 
to say ‘told you so’.

It is a myth to say he kept the miners 
out on strike. They would not go back. 
Had they done so, they would still have 
gone back to find pits closing, which is 
what they were striking about. Win or lose 
the communities would have been smashed 
and they preferred to go ddWn fighttng.

It wasn’t for the sake of Scargill’s oratory 
that thev went down fighting, it was a last 
ditch attempt to save their homes and jobs. 
It wasn’t the toil and moil of the pits that 
they wanted to preserve, it wasn’t ‘Scargill’ 
either. They were fighting to save a way 
of life and a friendship pattern they thought 
worth preserving.

Scargill wanted to stay with them to 
assert political leadership. ‘Effective leader­

factory but supplies are being brought in 
from other breweries. About a third of the 
lorry drivers are being persuaded not to 
cross the picket line.

The strikers are receiving strike pay (it 
is equivlanet to dole money £20 odd per 
week) but are beginning to suffer hardship 
which will worsen as the strike drags on.

Urgent financial and moral support is 
needed now, so that the campaign to win 
this dispute can be continued and intensif­
ied. Please send all donations to the:
5 & N Strike Fund, A.Morley 6/184 
Branch Secretary, c/o Ian Stewart, TGWU 
1 Crescent, Salford, MS 4PR.

Collection forms and further informat­
ion available from above address.

SOURCE: Manchester DAM.

Forty five members of the Transport & 
General Workers Union have been out on 
strike for six weeks due to a dispute con­
cerning the implementation of a new shift 
system.

The management are insisting on:
a) Mandatory overtime when overtime is at 
present voluntary.
b) Getting rid of the two meal breaks on 
the early shift WITHOUT AGREEMENT.
c) Starting the weekly shift cycle on a Sun­
day night instead of the present Monday 
night start — this means that the TGWU 
members would now be expected to work 
on bank holidays (they do not at present) 
and they will lose financially when some 
weekends working will now be paid at time 
and a half instead of double time.
d) Imposing a 'three shift system' on two- 
shift workers WITHOUT AGREEMENT 
OF THE TGWU.

From the beginning of this dispute the 
management has been totally inflexible 
and in a heavy-handed effort to force their 
employees into submission they have been 
‘informing’ people that the dispute is un­
official. It is in fact an official TGWU dis­
pute. They have also exerted pressure on 
contract companies by insisting that they 
pressurise their employees into crossin 
the official picket line otherwise they will 
face dismissal. The management has inform­
ed the staff union that the company will 
now ignore the provisions of the closed 
shop agreement.

Throughout the dispute, the strikers 
have had good support from other S & N 
and contractors unions. Fitters were out 
for four weeks in support but have now 
gone back. Electricians (EETPU) are re­
fusing to give support and are crossing the 
picket line. Some T&G officials are also 
crossing the picket line.

So far management have refused to neg­
otiate with the union. All initiatives to get 
negotiations going have^been made by the 
union. The TGWU has agreed an agenda 
for negotiations with ACAS, the arbitrat­
ion service. ACAS is still awaiting a response 
from Scottish & Newcastle.

At the moment there are twenty out of 
the forty five strikers who are actively pick­
eting and campaigning. They hope to organ­
ise mass pickets in'the near future and get 
in touch with S & N employees in Carlisle 
to get them out on strike. At present no 
beer is being produced at the Moss Side 
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