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WHAT PETER

WRIGHT
DIDNT SAY

selves. We doubt they will.

Legai mandarins should note that
we regard this re-written piece as
being of our authorship. We will,
however, be endeavouring to con-
tact Mr Wright, via our Australian
comrades, to get any comments
he may have on our embellish-
ments. |

The Spycatcher book itself is
becoming more widely available.
To judge what exactly Wright has
left out we advise readers to com-
pare our version with actual publish-
ed extracts or (if available) with the
original copy. As we regard the remain-
der of the book to be of standard
interest only we are not intending
to publish any straight extracts
in future issues of Black Flag. How-
ever we may well publish further

allegations as information becomes
available.

Peter Wright's book, Spycarcher, is
interesting not in what is said, but
for what is ommited and implied.
We have decided to fill in some of
the missing gaps. We have, in effect,
re-written the more controversial
parts of the book as Wright would
have written them if indeed he had
really decided to be ‘candid’.

The names we have included are
as a result of our own investigat-
ions and as a result of informat-

ion we have received from a rel-
1able source. We know with 100%

certainty that the persons we
name and the organisations we
refer to were deeply involved
in the destabilisation campaign

which Wright has written about.
They will be unable to deny their
involvement. If they refute their
exact role, let them defend them-
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But not all the requests for information were legitimate. One evening
Victor Rothschild invited me around for drinks at St. James’s Place.

“There’s a businessman I think you should meet,” he told me. “He 1s
a wealthy industrialist.” It was Sir James Goldsmith.

| took an instant dislike to the man. It was clear to me that he was on
the make. Over drinks he talked loosely about needing advice and guid-
ance from someone ‘“in the know’’ without quite spelling out what he
meant, or how much he was prepared to pay for it. Eventually he sugg-
ested I lunch with him and some colleagues at a London hotel to discuss
his proposition in more detail.

His colleagues were a ramshackle bunch. They were retired people
from various branches of intelligence and security organisations, includ-
ing the Armed Forces, whose best years were well behind them. There
were others, too, mainly businessmen who seemed thrilled to be in the
same room as spies, and did not seem to care how out of date they were.

Included in the gathering were George Young, Sir Walter Walker, Sir
John Slessor, David Sterling, Field-Marshall Sir Gerald Templer and Field
Marshall Lord Auchinlech. Also present was Airey Neave, whose connect-
ions with Army Intelligence gave him impeccable credentials, but he was
also a prominent anti-Heathite and he worried me.

Young and the others were has-beens, but we were well aware that they
were up to their necks in several schemes involving paramilitary fo.rces
and smear tactics. They wanted to set up a “third force™ so as to frighten
off the less hardliners. Some of their efforts were indeed financed directly

by central government through the Secret Vote.

Goldsmith spoke first. “We represent a group of people who are worried

sbout the future of the country,” he intoned. |
He had something of the look of James Angleton on a bad night about

him. He said they were interested in working to prevent the return of a Lab-
our government to power.

“It could spell the end of all the freedoms we know and cherish,” he said.

The others nodded. " |
“And how do you suppose I can help?™ | inquired.

“Anything on Wilson would be helpful. There are many people who would
pay handsomely for material of that sort.”

It was not the first time I had heard that particular sentiment. Feelings had
run high inside MIS during 1968. There had been an effort to try and stir up
trouble for Wilson then, largely because the Daily Mirror tycoon, Cecil King,
who was a longtime agent of ours, made it clear that he would publish any-
thing MIS might care to leak in his direction. It was all part of Cecil King’s
“coup’’, which he was convineed would bring down the Labour Government
and replace it with 2 coalition led by Lord Mountbatten.

King had plenty of prominent supporters inside the Labour Party who he
could count on to support him. People like Healey, David Owen, Lord Chal-
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font, Roy Jenkins, Reg Pretice. And his Encounter empire could be relied on
to prepare the way. Mountbatten would, of course, have been a figure-head.
As it was King’s plan was presented at the wrong time and lacked subtlety.
Orchestrating a radical shift in the dominant ideology of the day was consid-
ered more practical, and Neave the appropriate person to help organise this.
The 1968 “coup’ started people thinking and got the right people talking
to one another.

But the approach in 1974 was altogether more serious. The plan was sim-

ple. In the run-up to the election which, given the level of instability in Parl-
iament, must be due within a matter of months, MIS would arrange for sel-

ective details of the intelligence about leading Labour figures, but especially
Wilson, to be leaked to sympathetic pressmen.

Some of the channels we used were well established agencies used by the
intelligence community for laundering false stories and smears. They included
Forum World Features, the National Association For Freedom, Common Ca-
use, the Foreign Affairs Research Company (Stewart-Smith’s organisation)

and our own Information Research Department. Another channel was Rob-
ert Moss, who was working under cover of The Economust.

Frolik’s allegations against Stonehouse came out via McWhirter’s people.
Pincher also passed on information to Aims of Industry. Brian Crozier, who
was then officially working to Angleton, handled the allegations made by Aug-
ust. Several leading Tories gave a hand too. Among them were Winston Church-
ill, John Biggs-Davison, Nicholas Ridley, Jill Knight and Patrick Wall. They tend
ed to plan out their tactics at Monday Club meetings. Another valuable outlet
was Private Eye, thanks to our agent there, Auberon Waugh.

In time, of course, Wilson was later forced to resign mid-term. The plan had
eventually worked, thanks mainly to Neave's persistence. Wilson was also aware
that he could no longer depend upon the loyalty of the chiefs-of-statt, espec-
ially after the Ulster workers’ strike fiasco and the news from Lord Carver about
the extent of the “rebellion’’. Wilson was therefore given no choice but to leave.

And it was left to Callaghan to keep things ticking over until our “man’ got in.

More ‘Spycatcher’ News On Back Page
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Sabotage ?

A paper storehouse belonging to
media owner Rupert Murdoch was
completely destroyed after a fire

that brought out over 100 fire-fighters
to bring in under control.

The store was a giant warehouse in
Warspite Road on the Westminster
Industrial Estate. The blaze began short-
ly before midnight. No one was in the
building at the time.

The police have ruled out arson,
but there is some similarity between
the blaze and the one that destroyed
another Murdoch paper storehouse
during the year long dispute at Wapping.

Go Home !

Jean Marie Le Pen, the neo-fascist
leader in France has been invited to
attend and address a fringe meeting
at this years Tory Party conference.
He has been invited by members
of a far-right think-tank, Policy Search.
This organisation is run by the free-
market theorist and Thatcher adviser,
Sir Alfred Sherman. Le Pen, if he
accepts the invitation, will address
a meeting at the Pembroke Hotel,
in Blackpool.
His visit is expected to attract large
and violent demonstrations.

Six Steps Back

Close on the heels of a deal to take
over the controversial Margam mine
in South Wales, the UDM has been
granted sole-negotiating rights for
a proposed new super-pit which will
provide jobs for up to 2000 miners.

The super-pit will be at Hawkhurst
Moor, Warwickshire. The union has
agreed to ‘flexible working’ and a 6
day working week in exchange for
the deal.

The UDM also admitted that it is
targeting the new super-pit at Asfordby
in Leicestershire.

The scab union is playing the role
of vanguard in turning the clock back
to conditions more common to the
turn of the century. Workers struggled
for years for a 5 day week; now, in
the name of local democracy and
under blackmail conditions, this
scab union is preparing the ground for
a generalised assault on the mining
industry.
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ANARCHY IN THE PITS

The National Union of Miners claims
that several mines run by the scab
union, the UDM, may well close with
the advent of a six day week.

Included would be Bentink and
Bevercotes collieries. A combination
of ‘intensive mining’. higher product-
ivity, ‘flexible working’. new technol-
ogy and the longer working week

would ensure , according to the
NUM, that these, and other ‘high
cost’, pits would close.

Altogether the NUM predicts that
31 pits throughout the country
are earmarked for closure over the
next 12 months or so. Other Notting-
hamshire pits included on this list
are Creswell and Gedling.

The NUM believes its predictions
were confirmed when the British Coal

management stated that all pits prod-
ucing coal at more than 42 pounds

a tonne would be closed; others would
also lose further investment.

The NUM insists it is not against
new technology but is demanding
a shorter working week and longer
holidays to save jobs without effect-
ing the industry. A de-emphasis against
nuclear power would also rejuvenate
the industry.

Another development is the public-
ation of a document, ?rivatis: Coal’,
by the right-wing government think-
tank, the Centre for Policy Studies
(CPS). The CPS proposes that the coal
industry be broken up into compet-
ing regions (as is nearly the case already
and is already the case with several
other major public industries - eg,
the Post Office). It also wants privat-
isation begun immediately.

One of the authors of the document,
Allen Sykes, is the managing director
of Consolidated Goldfields, the giant
conglomerate which owns a large
proportion of the mining industry in
southern Africa.

The new Energy Secretary, Cecil
Parkinson, has already held talks with
the authors of the publication and is
known to be keen to adopt its recom-

HOURS

London Transport has imposed an
increase in hours on the working week
and a reduction in pay on its 230
bus drivers based at the Norbiton
depot. The pay reduction amounts
to a 20% cut. The working week has
been increased from 38 hours to 43
hours.

The way this was done was that
London Transport decided to put
the Norbiton services out to tender
and in doing so formed a new company
called Kingston Buses Ltd, which ‘won’
the tender. The workers were told that
their contract with London Transport
was ended and that they would not
be receiving severance pay. I'hey were
told that they could be offered work
by the ‘new company’ but under
different conditions (ie lower pay
and more hours).

The moves came about as a result
of the privatisation and deregulation
of bus services throughout the country.
The action taken by London Trans-
port will be a signal to other bus oper-

ators to take similar action. The T&GWU
the drivers’ union, took London Trans-
port to court to test their action under
law, but to no avail. The courts ruled
that London Transport acted legally.
This ruling will also serve to encourage
employers generally to follow LT’s
example. :

Meanwhile London Transport has
announced that other areas are to be
put out to tender. The depot services
at Hendon have been ‘sold’, and Plum-
stead i1s next. Others will then follow.

As a result of this employer offens-
ive London Transport bus workers
held a ballot for industrial action.

The result of the ballot was in favour

of a strike. The drivers at Norbiton

have already begun ‘guerrilla’ action

at the depot, stopping all services at
least one day a week and taking ‘sickies’.
Concerted action throughout the
London Transport industry is now
needed, as well as support action from
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B Scene from 1984 - will there be a repeat performance |
now that two-thirds of NUM members want industnal action
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mendations. Parkinson has announced
that open-cast mining - which is already
privatised - will be more than doubled
and greater emphasis will go on this
method of extracting coal in the
future.

Open cast mining brings a blot to
the landscape, but is more cost-effective,
and so the Government intends to
begin a campaign to get it more accepted.
Already the TGWU has stated that
it will bid for jobs in the open-cast
mines for its members.

The closure of more mines, together
with the poaching of NUM members
jobs by the TGWU, will mean the deci-
mation of the NUM, an objective set
by the Tories as far back as 1979 under

the Ridley plan.
Will we all respond to this challenge
when it is too late? Or will we begin

UP PAY

public transport workers in other
areas. The matter cannot be dealt with
by just one section of the industry.
And if the union wont take the lead,
then the rank and file will.

Q & A ON ANARCHISM

Q. What is the difference between council-
communism. workers ' councils. anarcho-

syndicalism, rank-and-file-ism, and industrial

unionism—and what do they all mean
anyway’

A. There 1sn’t all that much difference except
of course that the existence of a term always
induces someone to start a separate cult based
on it (like bits out of context from the Bible).
The term anarcho-syndicalism 1s sometimes
mistakenly used on the Continent for
anarchist trade unionism (where anarchists
rather than socialists pioneered orthodox
trade unionism). The conformity of trade
unionism generally to the capitalist system
and its becoming reformist or Statist caused
anarcho-syndicalism proper to develop as a
means of opposing conformist trends with
organisations that by-passed the State in
regard to social betterment and confronted it
against repression.
Workers councils were a similar measure,

like the shop stewards movements in this
country, and this form of popular represent-
ation at the places where the work is carried
out springs up again and again—but it i1sn’t

‘spontaneous’, 1t's the result of constant agita-

tion at the place of work. Anarcho-
syndicalism would keep them going in a
permanent basis as the basic form of
unionism. (Some left politicians see in the
idea a means of themselves acting as the
‘permanent base’ with the workers councils
only coming into being ‘spontaneously’ and
so leading the leadership to them: that's what
now called ‘councillism’ but isn’t).
[ndustrial unionism implies the breaking

to organise now’

N.B. British Coal has threatened the
immediate loss of over 6000 jobs if

‘rolling strike action’ in the South
and North Yorkshire Areas goes ahead.
Local NUM officials have threatened
in turn to bring out all 34,000 miners
in the two areas unless Ted Scott,
a dismissed union official from Still-
ingfleet colliery, is reinstated.
British Coal management stated that
the strike action was nothing short of

‘anarchy’ and that seven pits would be
closed down. These pits are Hatfield
Main, Markham, Redbrook, Nostell,
South Kirby, Wooley and Prince of
Wales. The first two pits alone have

a combined workforce of around

2.500 and were notable for the militancy
during the 1984/5 Strike (Hatfield

was the last pit to go back).

DOWN

LATEST: There have been two, all-out,
one-day strikes affecting bus services
across London. A third strike took place
In protest at physical attacks on buss
workers.

down of divisive craft barriers—but capita-
lism now does that as well, the reason for the
decline of the IWW, for instance—but the
\dea that industrial unions form the basis of
the workers’ take-over of capitalism 1s one the
IWW shares with all syndicalists.

Rank-and-file-1sm simply implies union
democracy, not necessarily revolutio-
nary—indeed in a society where the majority
of workers aren’t concerned with revolution,
by definition not. (The popular appeal of the
word leads left factions to form ‘rank-and-file
movements which are nothing of the sort, for
‘fishing expeditions’).

For a few brief months, nearly seventy
years ago, workers and soldiers councils rose
throughout Germany.Some libertarian
Marxist theorists, disagreeing with Lenin’s
policy in Russia, where the councils were
subordinated to the party in the so-called
Soviets thought that the ‘workers party’
should be just that, based on the councils
themselves. This was called council-
communism and it vanished when the
councils disappeared, because council-
communists felt there should be no other,
outside bond, though a few tried to pretend
they still existed. (The term has been taken by
a few as an alternative to anarcho- '
syndicalism, in order to reject anarchism).

To avoid confusion, one must add that the
term "workers councils’ has been hi-jacked by
fascists since Mussolini invented ‘corpora-
tism’ (workers and employers councils, in
which the former are subordinated to the
latter, in return for which the latter co-
operates with the State). It is this type of
workers councils, commissions
that operate in Spain as a synthesis with the
fascist past.
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