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Since the middle of August there 
has been a wave of attacks against 
the police in response to police 
brutality. One of the catalysts was 
the murder of a man, Stamatoupolos, 
who was beaten to death by a cop, 
Zafiratos, outside a Security build­
ing. There have been other incidents, 
too, where police have shot and injured 
people without provocation. The 
reaction by some has been to take 
direct actiop.

those attacks were and are part of 
a general strategy of provocation.
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Some anarchists have found out that 
certain elements on the far-right are 
being funded by the ruling Socialist 
Party (PASOK). This may explain 
some of the tactics being used by the 
state forces, in particular an attempt 
to link certain elements of the anarch­
ist movement with recent armed attacks.

The royalist paper Neoi Anthropi is 
believed by the anarchists to be funded 
by PASOK. The paper has a long hist­
ory of publishing stories that have later 
been shown to have been sourced with 
PASOK. For example the paper was used 
to spread disinformation about a 
well known PASOK dissident, Andreas 
Hristodoulidis, which smear was later 
taken up by PASOK itself. Another 
interesting piece of information con­
cerns the editor of Neoi Anthropi 
(and Eleftheri Ora, published by the 
same organisation), Grigoris Mihal- 
opolis, who was arrested for publish­
ing secret documents regarding the 
Greek Airforce. Unusually he was later 
released and no charges made.

It is believed amongst anarchist cir­
cles that both these royalist papers 
are being used as conduits of dis­
information for PASOK to attack 
its enemies not only outside the party 
but also within.

Another far-right paper, Stohos, 
a fascist monthly, is also known to use 
PASOK sources for its stories. At one

ary action.
Thirdly the NUM members will need 

financial, moral and other support. The 
support groups will need to be mobil­
ised once again. There will need to be 
fund raising on a national level and 
any picketing supported too.

And if British Coal management decide 
to go ahead with closures, then this too 
must be resisted by direct action. Man­
agement will use fallacious arguments 
to close the mines, and so the mines must 
be occupied if that will prevent closure.

The mood, however, of management, 
is to disregard any economic losses that 
the industrial action may bring about 
and to act on political grounds. Manage­
ment would prefer to see the deci­
mation of the industry, temporarily, 
than give in and provide a boost to NUM 
militancy. They believe the NUM is 
cornered and can only lose.

The task is not an easy one. The support 
groups can only do so much. In the end 
it will be wider industrial support that 
will help to win the NUM’s case.
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are worried, however, about job losses 
if a total ban on overtime encourages 
British Coal management to carry out 
their threats.

The truth is, of course, that the NUM 
is in an even weaker position than they 
were during the 84/85 dispute. The 
power stations are now far less depend­
ent on coal, the UDM has emerged as 
a counterweight to NUM militancy, 
British Coal has now got a permanent 
plan for contingency measures to stock 
up reserve supplies of coal in case of 
a dispute (even more so than the last 
dispute), and of course the NUM is 
much depleted having lost around 70,000 
of its members in the aftermath of its 
defeat in 1985.

' And the general climate of trade union 
militancy has got worse. In 1984/85 
the NUM failed to get official support from 
other unions to help win the dispute. 
Today the prospect of official solidarity 
support is even less. And there are no 
strong rank and file movements that 
can provide unofficial support. Many 

of the old support groups, too, have 
dis-appeared.

So what are the NUM’s chances for 
winning? Well, first there has to be 
wider solidarity within the industry 
itself. Not only must all NUM members 
support the dispute, in whatever direct­
ion it takes, but an attempt will have 
to be made by NUM members to try 
to engage the support of UDM members 
- however unlikely this prospect this 
remains. And if arguments cannot 
be won, then picketing will have to be 
extended. The role of the UDM cannot 
be ignored.

Secondly there has to be wider sol­
idarity within other industries. As the 
trade unions will not sanction 
solidarity action, again the onus will 
fall on rank and file members in the 
NUM persuading rank and file members 
in other industries to take secondary 
action (which is, of course, illegal). 
And it will also be up to rank and file 
workers in other industries to take the 
initiative themselves to organise second­
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“Investigative journalism’ exposed? ‘Ethnos’, a popular Greek daily, 
denounces the anarchist movement and hints at an international
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As we go to press the National Union 
of Miners have begun a campaign of 
industrial action that has already 
sparked off threats by management 
of lay-offs and pit closures. The dispute 
is not an all-out strike, and yet, if there 
is no support, the consequences could 
well be as terrible as those of the 
1984/85 dispute. So far the miners 
stand alone.

The dispute, over a new Code of 
Conduct designed to get rid of union 
militants, has taken the form of an 
overtime ban with majority support 
from NUM members. In the Yorkshire 
area an overtime ban has already 
been enforced, unofficially, since
April. Now the ban is covering all areas, 
except of course the area controlled 
by the scab union, the UDM.

Miners in the Yorkshire Area and the 
Durham area coalfield want the over­
time ban to be widened to include 
all overtime. At the moment the offic­
ial NUM policy is for a selective over­
time ban only. Miners in some areas

In Exarchia Square, Athens, two 
people were arrested for throwing 
a molotov at a police patrol. They 
were Yannis Fourmodavlos and a
German woman, Suzanne Ritter. Both 
have been charged with attempted 
homicide. There were other attacks. 
A police station was mollied and a bomb 
went off outside the Ministry of Public 
Order. There were also two night­
time molotov attacks on banks. Alto­
gether, in a space of just over three 
weeks, there were over 10 incidents 
of direct resistance.

Some of these attacks went unclaim­
ed; others were claimed via communiques. 
The dynamite bombing of the Min­
istry of Public Order was claimed by 
the Revolutionary Group of Christos 
Tsoutsouris (named after an anarchist 
who was murdered in a shoot out by 
two cops in 1985). The newspapers 
blamed the attacks on the banks on 
groups of ‘social resistance*. Other 
attacks were claimed by a group 
whose communique was signed with 
the names of certain people (Vas­
ilis Tsiromis, Mihalis Kaltezas and 
Aghelos Mavroidis) who had been 
murdered by the police. Kaltezas 
was killed in a November 17 march 
in 1985 in which many anarchists 
participated.

Overall there has been increased 
tension with more frequent police 
patrols in the Exarchia Square area and 
the area in the vicinity of the Poly­
technic. There is now a concerted 
attempt to engage public opinion 
against the anarchists. In this respect 
it has not be ruled out that some of 
the police attacks and the response to

to.
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Outrageous press reports against 
anarchists in Greece suggest that 
the State isgearing up tor a major 
offensive. The extreme right has 
been shown to be part of this con­
spiracy and elements within the 
anarchist movement itself have 
allowed themselves to be used. 
These recent developments come 
at a point in time when anarchist 
activity itself is on the increase.
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N.B. In a press statement Hooligan 
Press have renounced copyright on 
the phrase "violent punk anarchism’, 
which they accept is the property of 
a fiction writer and Economic League 
agent, Jamie Dettmer, who sometimes 
goes under the title of Political Editor 
of the Sunday Telegraph.
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In legal documents, passed on to 
Black Flag, Heinemann Press have 
admitted that they have an agree­
ment with the British Government 
to forewarn the authorities of any 
attempt they learn of to publish a 
UK edition of the controversial book, 
Spy catcher, by Peter Wright.

In their preliminary legal response 
to Hooligan Press’ pre-defence state­
ment Heinemann argued that one 
of the reasons for their intervention 
- in addition to what they believe 
to be breach of copyright - is that 
they have given an undertaking to 
the Treasury Solicitor (British Govern­
ment) not to publish or allow to be

b

published Spy catcher without ‘prior 
notice to him’. In other words their 
intervention is not only on grounds 
of self-interest (profit) but also un­
officially on behalf of the Government, 
who presumably were fully informed of 
Heinemann’s intervention as soon as 
the decision was taken.

The documents which Black Flag 
received also included a copy of 
the legal contract between Heinemann 
and Peter Wright and signed by both 
parties. This contract gives a full break­
down of all the royalties Wright is to 
get for the sales of his book. Up until 
now this information has not been 
openly available.

In regard to the injunction made 
against Hooligan Press and ‘BM Hool­
igan (a male)’ this also applies to 
‘their servants or agents or otherwise 
howsoever or under any name whether 
colourably resembling Hooligan or 
Hurricane or otherwise’. The extension 
of the injunction to include ‘Hurricane’ 
- referred to recently in The Times 
as ‘an extremist group’ -.indicates the 
length Heinemann are prepared to go 
to act with the British Government in 
limiting the availability of Wright’s 
allegations.

Heinemann, however, in their state­
ment to the Court, have also expressed 
reservations about recovering damages 
from Hooligan should the injunction 
be ignored. Heinemann described Hool­
igan as a ‘shadowy organisation’, who 
they can only reach through their 
accommodation address.

In their preliminary defence state­
ment Hooligan for their part have 
argued that as Peter Wright was in 
breach of confidentiality to the British * 
Government, and as he has also poss­
ibly breached the Official Secrets 
Act, then Heinemann are legally un­
able to publish in the UK because of 
the Courts ruling that to do so would 
further Mr Wright’s breach of his 
obligations. Hooligan, therefore, hold 
that Heinemann are excluded from 
any copyright in the UK since by 
law they are unable to publish. In 
this respect, Hooligan argue, any 
dispute is really between Hooligan 
Press and Her Majesty’s Government, 
which to date has not acted against 
Hooligan.

In the meantime it is rumoured 
that the last, and most contoversial 
paragraph of the Spy catcher book 
is to be pirated by some ‘small time 
operators’ who will include in this 
cheap edition other material not that 
unconnected with the Spycatcher 
affair and the plot to destabilise the 
Wilson government.

We also hear that certain other book­
shops, known for selling anarchist 
material, have had injunctions served 
on them too. Later two of these book­
shops were visited by a ‘couple of 
yuppies’ purporting to sell them pir­
ated copies of Spy catcher. Presumably 
it could have been a set-up, or there
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Ryan developed greater shooting skills and 
the weapons he was legally permitted to have 
enabled him to kill more people than the usual 
murderer. But he is not exceptional. There is 
no examination of military commanders who 
can kill a great many more passively and get 
away with it—because they serve the State’s 
national interest they are held as example to 
follow. ‘Heroes’ to emulate nowadays, in 
imperial decline, are no longer idealised 
British, like Nelson or Drake, set in the unat­
tainable past (but setting attitudes). They are 
fictionalised American, like Rambo, set in the 
achievable present. The Rambo film puts a 
trained murderer in an urban situation which 
is the wrong place—he even kills some 
cops—but is saved for official murder by the 
State.

Michael Ryan’s are like himself just 
victims—the capitalists use the poor to kill the 
poor—but how many hopeless, bored, 
enraged people are there like him with cheap 
weapons, in London alone?

They talk of reforming the gun laws. Ryan 9s 
guns were all legally held. He was cleared to 
have guns by the police because he was 
deemed reliable, i.e. right-wing ‘survivalist9, 
precisely the type of person who would use 
them in the way he did. The gun laws only ban 
people who would defend themselves against 
him and his like.
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Secret Service agents (in the intervals 
between writing post-retirement best-sellers) 
‘leaked’ a story to the Murdoch News of the 
World picked up by the Daily Mail next day. 
Jeremy Corbyn MP was employing a research 
assistant who had been acquitted of ‘terrorist’ 
offences in Northern Ireland. (A pre- 
Murdoch-era film which centred around an 
acquitted woman’s life being dragged by the 
press years later was slated by critics as 
‘hardly likely’).

Ronan Bennett was formerly associated 
with Irish nationalist politics; while in jail he 
contacted anarchists; he came to England and 
associated with Black Flag (though always 
trying to reconcile republicanism and 
anarchism). Caught up in the ‘Persons 
Unknown’ trial he was again acqui-
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Michael Ryan shot fourteen people to death 
before killing himself. The town of Hunger­
ford, Berkshire, has since been invaded by 
police, politicians, sociologists, pulp journal­
ists, psychiatrists, psychologists, and sky­
pilot pulpiteers—all spouting WHY DID HE 
DO IT?

He was a quiet, apparently bullied, lad at 
school, where he would have been taught 
about the Empire, (built on slavery and 
massacre of tribal peoples) but not about 
resistance to the British State. He learned to 
become a ‘man’ which he later equated with 
the trade of weapons and the sport of 
shooting.

He had problems regarding women, except 
his mother, who loved him and when they fell 
out he went on to kill anyone. The Rambo 
culture (kill-kill-kill) that has grown out of 
‘survivalism’ has seen religion return from 
deserved obscurity, racialism, fear of stran­
gers, law and order/crime panics and an 
uncertain future with ecological disasters.

If you’re brought up in a society to respect 
bullies, gangs, politicians and military/state 
backed authoritarians,you can start to do what 
the other lads do and whinge about outsiders 
(foreigners, tourists, immigrants, other relig­
ions), beat the wife and kids, animals and any 
others you can get away with. They only ‘get 
what they deserve’!

a

three weeks. The women point out 
that their wage losses have in fact 
been partly paid to office workers, 
who recently got a pay increase. The 
strikers believe that management thought 
they could take advantage of the wom­
en and that they could get the pay cuts 
through without any trouble. Company 
policy is to get rid of the ‘troublemakers' 
and replace them by YTS recruits and 
homeworkers, who will be paid far 
less.

The women have responded by sett­
ing up picket lines and have succeeded 
in stopping delivery lorries from 
entering the plant. They have also 
managed to stop a British Telecom 
van and a Lynx Express truck from cross­
ing the line.

again it may have just been a matter of 
radical Tree enterprise’. Talking of 
which, a certain reporter from a well 
known London listings magazine was 
offered a considerable sum of money 
to track down the Hooligan people. 
The reporter refused to take the offer 
up. Elsewhere the Hooligan story hit 
the main TV news in the USA network 
and was even featured on the TV news 
in Hong Kong.

Possibly the next step to spread the 
fun even further would be for pirating 
to become an epidemic, with hundreds 
of people publishing reprints from the 
book, selling them as they can... Hein­
emann are hardly likely to issue hundreds 
of injunctions - the costs would be gi­
gantic!

tted—despite Judge King-Hamilton combi­
ning his judicial duties with propaganda and 
prosecution.

In recent years he veered away from us to 
Labour Party reformism, albeit left-wing. 
That’s how he came to research for Corbyn 
on the so-called ‘anti-terroris.u >ws’ and got 
access to the House of Commons, to which 
right wing terrorists have open access at all 
times. But to the media he is still a ‘self­
confessed anarchist’.

‘Kick this anarchist out of the Commons’ 
boldly proclaims timid John Deans, self­
confessed ‘diplomatic’ correspondent of the 
notorious Daily Mail, which introduced 
fascism to this country. He personally 
couldn’t kick a football back to the kids but 
knows how to wield a malicious pen in the 
interests of diplomacy.

Says Deans: ‘(Bennett) was arrested., along 
with other members of the notorious Black 
Flag anarchist group—which helps political 
prisoners throughout Europe’. Strange that 
helping political prisoners makes one notor­
ious—and clearly Deans wants them in jail for 
ever, as in fascist countries: no other reason 
for our notoriety is suggested but ‘anarchist’ 
is always good for shock horror. Over at the 
News of the World, behind guarded doors at 
Fortress Wapping, one Alex Marunchak 
(‘notorious’ to us) gives the same ‘exclusive’ 
story. Ronan here ‘was once a member of the 
Black Cross anarchist group—dedicated to 
setting up a Russian-style dictatorship’! Mr 
Marunchak is not as ignorant as he appears. 
He is trying to conceal his own past guilt in 
regard to ‘Russian dictatorship’ which he 
must deny to his new masters. It is amazing 
that after nearly a century and a half of 
anarchist propaganda, books and articles, 
meetings and activity, the tabloids can still 
appeal to a total lack of knowledge and get 
away with it. But that doesn’t just apply to 
their anti-anarchism!

CJ

A strike involving mainly Asian women 
at a company that is little more than 
a giant sweat shop could well turn into 
another Grunwicks.

The dispute is at Sari Fabrics, which 
recently slashed rates of pay for piece­
workers to the extent that the average 
weekly pay for some is now as low as 
30 pounds. The women on strike are 
members of the GMBATU, which has 
made the strike official.

The firm, based at St Mary’s Road, 
on the Sydenham Estate, makes fancy 
goods including tea-towels, bags, table­
mats and tea cosies. Many of those on 
strike have worked at the firm for 
10 years or so. Some are single parents 
and cannot make ends meet.

The strike has now been going for

BLACK FLAG, the anarchist 
newspaper, seems to have hit 
on a jolly wheeze for getting 
round the injunction on its 
mysterious sister organisation, 
Hooligan Press, over its at­
tempt to publish a pirated ver­
sion of Spycatcher. Its current 
front page bears what is de­
scribed as an “ unexpurgated 
version ” of part of the book. 

In fact, the passage is a 
partially rewritten version of 
pages 367 to 369 of the Ameri­
can edition — the bit that deals 
with the invitation to Wright to 
join in a plot to topple Harold 
Wilson. But the point of the 
rewrite job is that the revised 
version includes names pur­
porting to be those of the anon­
ymous “ businessman ” who 
set up the encounter and his 
backers.

The identity of the business­
man and former magazine pro­
prietor will be familiar to 
readers of Private Eye, and 
quite a number of the other 
names are equally familiar. 

I But the point about the exer­
cise is that Mr Wright has been 
strongly criticised for naming 
all sorts of people involved in 
actual security operations, 
while leaving out the names of 
the rich, powerful and well 
connected people who engaged 
in the alleged anti-Wilson plot.
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Silence Is
Complicity

Scene from the 1976 military coup. By the end of the dictatorship 300,000 
A kn/4 Will norfnrmanPP cnnn^Argentinians had ‘disappeared’. Will there be a repeat performance soon?
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TRAGEDY OR FARCE

continued from page 1.
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Is a new military coup being prepared 
in Argentina? Our correspondent 
in Rosario gives one opinion.
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point the paper published what it 
alleged to be the names of the leaders 
of the November 17 Movement (a 
Maoist/vanguardist armed struggle 
group). These names turned out to be 
names of prominent members of 
PASOK, many of whom were of 
an element opposed to the ruling 
section.

events can be made comparable to the 
nazi putsch in 1923.

Certainly those sectors traditionally 
most interested in a military coup 
(basically the US government and big 
business) aren’t currently disposed 
towards such adventures as Alfonsin’s 
government responds loyally to all 
those interests. The same phenomenon 
can be seen within the trade union 
bureaucracy, which is well integrated 
into the government since the appoint­
ment of the general secretary of the 
electrician’s union (one of the most 
powerful) as Minister of Labour.

Regarding the popular sectors, since 
the large scale demonstrations during 
Easter weekend in all major cities 
(including the surrounding of several 
military barracks) there hasn’t really 
been any major developments, despite 
the obvious submissiveness of the 
government before military pressure. 
There have been several small-scale 
protests, the most recent being a 
hunger strike by young members of 
the organisation ‘Radicalismo de 
Liberacion’ ( a dissident sector of the 
ruling Radical Party) in protest against

The start of the current campaign waged 
against the anarcnists was apparent 
with a smear story that recently hit

the front page of a national newspaper.
Ethnos, a pro-PASOK, pro-Communist 

paper published two articles (one a 
double-page spread) on the anarchist 
movement in Greece and in particular 
on some of the recent incidents of 
direct action. The front page article 
included a picture from a meeting 
of a countrywide meeting of anarchists 
held last year at Patra. However the 
story that went with the picture re­
ferred to a more recent meeting 
organised by the newly formed Union 
of Anarchists. A similar story, showing 
the same photo, appeared also in 
a royalist paper. This time, though, 
the story was headlined on the November 
17 Movement with the allusion that 
the anarchists, in particular the Union 
of Anarchists, were linked to the maoist 
armed struggle group. In Britain it 
would be like saying there was a direct 
connection between the anarchists and, 
say, the IRA - a fabrication the reper­
cussions of which could be enormous. 
The Union of Anarchists meeting was 
described in the story as a ‘secret 
meeting’, and indeed it was (by invit­
ation only) to avoid police infiltration. 
Ironically the exact source of the smear 
was later discovered to be a known 
police informer and collaborator,
Nikos Zervonikalakis.

Japan seems particularly in vogue these 
days. You can read all about ‘its 
wonderful company unions’. And 
currently on Britain’s Channel 4 TV 
you can watch an endless amount 
of Japanese made documentaries, 
films and game shows. But why isn’t 
the whole story told? About the death 
penalty, for example, where the friends 
and relatives of the condemned vic­
tim are told the date of the execut­
ion after the event instead of before.

One such victim of Japan’s partic­
ularly barbaric judiciary system is 
Katsuhisa Omori - well known to 
Black Flag readers for his alleged 
involvement in the bombing of govern­
ment offices on the Japanese island 
of Hokkaido in 1976. Now he rots 
on death row in Sapporo detention 
centre because he refuses to degrade 
himself in front of the Japanese courts 
and renounce his anti-statist views.

Of course the TV channels won’t 
make a documentary about him. And 
Amnesty International will hardly 
organise a campaign to free him because 
any contact with anyone accused of 
violent political activities will go against 
its precious image. And nor do the left 
wish to intervene - there simply isn’t 
enough recruitment potential in helping 
to save his life. However, if Omori 
was a member of the ANC or the IRA, 
there would be thousands of leftists 
wasting their time' offering their sym­
bolic support. A Japanese anarchist 
sympathiser isn’t simply in fashion.

Omori's 39th appeal court hearing 
was held on May 7 but all demands by 
his defence lawyer to get new evidence 
examined proving his innocence were 
rejected. A date for summing-up state­
ments by both the defence and pros­
ecution was provisionally set in August, 
but later postponed until September. 
A final decision on the appeal is expected 
at the end of October or in early Nov­
ember. If it fails Omori’s last hope will 
then rest on the Supreme Court in 
Tokyo - an institution not known for 
its liberal views. The October/November 
decision is therefore seen by many as 
Omori’s last and possibly final chance.

In response to some of the apathy 
surrounding his case the Anarchist 
Black Cross (London) is supporting 
calls for a week of action to be held 
in the first week of November (Nov­
ember 2 - 8). Groups, individuals and 
organisations who support Omori are 
urged to participate. In London a demon­
stration will be held on Friday Novem­
ber 6th outside the Japanese embassy 
(46 Grosvenor Square, London) between 
12 noon and 2pm.

Silence is complicity.

The due obedience law* has already 
been passed in parliament and ack­
nowledged by the Supreme Court 
of Justice. Every day more and more 
armed forces personnel and civilians 
who violated the most fundamental 
human rights during the military 
dictatorship walk out of their (luxury) 
jails.

This is the result of concessions 
granted by the Radical (party) govern­
ment to army mutineers during the 
Easter weekend events just after the 
pope’s visit. Assassins and torturers like 
Astiz, Doctor Berges, General Etch- 
ecolatz (Buenos Aires’ ex-chief of 
police) and numerous others have 
all been released. Meanwhile a wave of 
attacks against party political offices 
and people’s homes has swept the 
country over the last few days, con­
sequently exposed in the right-wing 
press as proof of a ‘revival of subvers­
ive activities’ - a lie promoted by react­
ionary sectors in order to provoke a 
witch-hunt against the left. The imple­
mentation of such a witch-hunt would 
be a logical step to take following 
the amnesty of mass-murderers.

And concessions granted to the 
reactionary sectors, specifically the 
military, can be seen within a broader 
right-wing offensive, ending with a 
re-organisation of right-wing forces - 
a process which began with the install­
ation of a constitutional government 
in 1983.

The military uprising over Easter 
weekend was an act aimed on the 
one hand to win for the military a 
series of ‘immediate' demands, while 
on the other hand it served as a gauge to see 
how the civilan population (especially 
the working class) would react in the face 
of a military coup. The mobilisation by 
a significant part of the Argentinian 
population against the military coup

* forced the military to abandon its 
immediate demand, ie, a total amnesty.

Nevertheless, the mutineers (and 
their allies on the right) tried, and try, 
to present themselves as ‘friends of 
the people’, ‘heroes’, ‘betrayed by 
generals’ and ‘idealists’ (not that dis­
similar to the latest rebellion in the
Philippines). For the time being, how­
ever, attempts to project Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rico and supporters as saviours 
of the nation have met with little 
success. But as the social-economic 
crisis worsens the acceptability of 
fascist solutions might gain a foot­
hold within the popular sectors. If this 
is indeed the case the Easter weekend

the passing of the due obedience law. 
The strike took place in Rosario and it is 
a sign of the times that this time these 
youngsters took part in an individual 
type of protest in the hope of influenc­
ing public opinion.

The Impulso group of Anarchists, 
alongside other organisations who reject 
concessions offered willingly to the 
biggest terrorists in the world, have 
expressed their solidarity with the young 
radical dissidents. Other recent anarchist 
activities have included the initiation 
of a series of anti-militarist activities 
which began with a meeting in July 

‘at the Jose Ingenieros bookshop in 
Buenos Aires and will hopefully end 
with a demonstration. It could be 
these sort of activities that might help 
to shake off the prevailing apathy 
and resignation.

-

At major anarchist demonstrations 
for 2000 to turn up is not unusual. 
Last November that is precisely wjiat 
happened and in an ensuing riot several 
police were disarmed. The Minister of the 
the Interior at the time swore that 
the anarchists could ‘no longer be 
tolerated’.

In recent weeks anarchists at Hania 
(Crete) organised demonstrations and 
pickets outside the main US/NATO 
naval base at Souda, there has been an 
intervention in support of an Italian 
political refugee (Fellini) who the Greek 
authorities are trying to deport (thus 
setting a legal precedent), there has been 
an intervention on behalf of a South 
African woman condemned to death

(see separate article) - all of which has 
meant problems for the authorities.

It is by no means uncommon for 
even tiny anarchist demonstrations 
to mean that scores of plain clothes 
cops and provocateurs are sent in to 
undertake surveillance, provoke trouble 
and make arrests. And it is with this 
sort of background and the latest wave 
of direct action attacks that has helped 
to increase tension.

Also, it is worth pointing out the 
role of the anarchists in the growing 
campaign against the new national 
I/D measures. At present all Greek 
nationals have to carry I/D but by 
the end of the year a new, unique, 
number will be allocated to every 
citizen. The anarchists have pointed 
out that this number will help the 
authorities coordinate surveillance 
better. It will be used via a new computer 
system to link together personal files 
on all individuals held by the Health 
authorities as well as files held by the 
Police and the Army and other instit­
utions. The anarchists are the main 
grouping behind the campaign to 
get the new I/D system scrapped.

'V

We apologise for the extra later appearance 
of this issue of Black Flag. This has 
mainly been due to various illness es 
that have struck some members of 
the collective we won’t go into all 
the details; also visits to comrades 
abroad and attending important nat­
ional and regional meetings (DAM, 
Black Cross, etc). It would be a lot 
easier if more people were involved 
in the production of the paper, but 
that requires a regular committment 
which seems to put a lot of people 
off.
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SOURCE: Grupo Impulso (Rosario) 
♦ The due obedience law amnesties 
all low to middle ranking army officers 
involved in human rights abuses (tor­
ture, murder, etc) during the recent 
military dictatorship between 1976 
and 1983.
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