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POLL TAX NATIONAL SURVEILLANCE CONFIRMED

I MUST MAKE A STAND 5p
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licising his plight. They have pushed

Continued on page 8.
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bodies and the Rates records as well as 
records, say, of applications for travel 
passes, and addresses held by libraries, etc. 
In addition a confidential Scottish Office 
report has declared that every individual 
eligible for payment of the tax will be 
given a unique identity number and a person­
al algorithm (computer bar code). With 
the latter it is logical to assume that some 
kind of card will carry the algorithm - and so 
we have an Identity Card!
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specialist bureaux (eg CCN Systems PLC) 
to get biographical information on individ­
uals and households. It is proposed, however, 
that in future such bureaux may be invited 
to takeover the debt collecting work of 
the Department of Health and Social 
Security. The idea is that the National- 
Insurance debts incurred by the self- 
employed will be managed by private 
debt collecting agencies or credit companies.

Obviously such a plan would entail 
these private companies having access to 
National Insurance records. These records 
contain extensive biographical information 
- information that a debt collecting agency 
would deem essential in order to pursue 
claims.

The handing over of the management 
of a certain segment of National Insurance 
claims to a private company fits in with 
current government logic but also cross- 
references with the developments of the 
Poll Tax. The link between the two is 
the National Insurance number, which 
is alocated to all persons over 16 years of 

The report emphasised that ‘poll 
tax snoopers’ will need to be employed 
by every municipal council - at least
10,000 throughout the country. The 
report emphasised that ‘without an 
army of snoopers or an official identity 
system it will not be possible to locate 
the missing millions already not on the 
register of electors’. The report stressed 
that each council will be obliged to 
undertake its own annual census in 
addition to the national census. 
Councils will also be ‘able to check on 
the use of local services like libraries 
and swimming pools’ and other amenities. 
Again, this is something we asserted 
in Black Flag early on in the Poll Tax 
campaign.

The report estimates there could be 
as many as five million summonses 
issued each year in relation to Poll
Tax evasion and non-payment - this would 
be a five-fold increase on the number of 
summones issued in relation to non­
payment of rates.

Parallel to these revelations has been 
the announcement that there are proposals 
in the pipeline to radically change the way 
National Insurance is to be collected - 
changes that are in no way unconnected 
to the Poll Tax reforms.

Debt collecting agencies and credit comp­
anies already make extensive use of
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In response to Martin’s request a 
countrywide publicity campaign 
has gotten underway.

On Monday 2 November a picket 
was held outside the Prison Depart­
ment section of the Home Office in 
London by members of the Black 
Cross and the Direct Action Movement. 
A representative from the Martin
Foran Support Group formally 
handed in a letter of protest, detailing 
Martin’s case, to Home Office person­
nel. Copies of this letter have been sent 
to the national press, to Amnesty
International, to JUSTICE, to the
British Medical Association and to 
the Rough Justice TV programme. 
Leaflets were also handed out in the 
street outside the Prison Depart­
ment’s offices.

Elsewhere supporters from the DAM 
and the Black Cross have been sending 
letters to the Governor of Parkhurst. 
There is also a report that a picket of 
Strangeways Prison was held by the DAM 
in support of Martin.

Support and interest in Martin’s 
case is growing.
Please write to the Governor, HMP
Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of Wight,
PO30 5NX.
Despite the ban on communications 
to Martin, please also attempt to send 
letters to him: Martin Foran, C5 1 796, 
HMP Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of
Wight PO30 5NX. Britain.

...says Parkhurst prisoner Martin 
Foran in a desperate letter - possibly 
his last given his deteriorating medical 
condition and the wall of censorship 
that now surrounds him.

Martin has been inside for some 
years, convicted of robbery to which 
he has always sworn his innocence. 
The false testimony of a policeman, 
not even corroborated by the victim, 
sealed his fate making him a victim too. 
Now his life is in danger due to crim­
inal negligence on the part of the' 
prison authorities.

x

him into a corner. His health, as a 
consequence could now deteriorate 
even further, putting his life at risk. 
But in doing this the authorities will 
only succeed in drawing even more 
attention to his case.

We reproduce below part of a letter, 
dated 21st October, sent by Martin 
and passed on to us by a friend.

age. Without a National Insurance number 
we cannot claim Social Security or Unem­
ployment Benefit, nor can we take part 
in work other than the ‘black economy'.

1 hen there is also the move to combine 
the National Insurance number - the ideal

■

Out of frustration Martin staged 
a roof-top protest to get his case re­
heard, but this only earned him an 
extensive spell in solitary. Before long 
it was obvious he needed serious medical 
attention, but his requests for treat­
ment were ignored. Finally he was 
rushed to an outside hospital where a 
colostomy was performed. But his 
troubles didn’t end there. Back inside 
he was beaten up by guards because of 
an earlier incident when a screw was 
‘taken hostage' in order that he could 
get external medical help.

Now his medical condition has 
worsened. The infection has spread 
to other parts of his body. As a last 
desperate measure Martin has now 
commenced a hunger strike. He is 
demanding a retrial, immediate medical 
treatment in a proper establishment, 
and freedom to argue his case. The 
response of the authorities has been 
to increase the restrictions already 
imposed to prevent him from pub-
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Black Flag's prediction that the Poll Tax 
will of necessity involve a new national 
identity system and greater state surveill­
ance as well as restriction on the use of 
local services by the non-registered have 
been borne out by recent reports.

A report by the National Council for 
Civil Liberties warns that that those who 
decide to evade the tax by not registering 
on the Electoral Roll can be traced by simple 
searches through local authority housing

.../n these places solidarity from 
comrades helps a great deal. Right 
now lam having trouble with my 
letters. They are holding them back 
and witholding leaflets from me that 
a comrade in Manchester has printed 
about my case.

So now I must fight the Police, 
the Crown and now the prison gov­
ernors. I am starting a hunger strike 
in protest on November 1st for three 
reasons:
1. Iam innocent.
2. About my illness.
3. In protest at the governor with­
holding my letters and stopping 
leaflets about my case.

The said they stopped my mail for 
the good order of the prison. This 
is rubbish. How could leaflets about 
my case upset the prison?

So I must take a stand on this.
Please ask for letters to be sent 

to the prison governor in protest.
What you could also do is write to 

the BBC as Iam trying to get Rough 
Justice to look into my case. So the more 
people write in, the more notice they 
will take. Their address is: John Smith- 
son, Rough Justice, Kensington House,
Richmond Way, London.

... Yours in solidarity and spirit,
Martin.
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and that it was ready for replacement.

CAPENHURST ANTI-NUCLEAR DEMO
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On November 14th there will be a 
demonstration against nuclear 
power as well as nuclear 
weapons at the Capenhurst British 
Nuclear Fuels plant. It makes fuel 
rods for British nuclear power 
stations as well as enriching uranium 
to power Trident nuclear submarines.

The recent INF deal between the USSR 
and the USA includes the withdrawal 
of Cruise missiles from Greenham 
Common and Molesworth. But this 
is just the icing on the cake. Britain’s 
nuclear capacity will be hardly dented.

With the deal the number of nuclear 
warheads held in Britain will simply 
be reduced from 2250 to 2150, only 
a 0.5% reduction. The total number of 
warheads include 160 for the Poseidon 
submarines (based at Holy Loch) and 600 
nuclear warheads held at the US air 
bases at Lakenheath and Upper Heyford. 
Another 126 nuclear depth bombs are 
held at Machrihanish (Mull of Kintyre) 
and St Mawgan (Cornwall). 150 nuclear 
warheads are also stored at Faslane, 
on the Clyde, by the Royal Navy. A
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work to non-UCW members the Government 
is effectively attacking the UCW’s ability to 
threaten industrial action. The argument 
goes that if the UCW organises any strikes or 
similar action then the monopoly will be 
broken up even more and the UCW will 
lose more members, with more work to 
the private companies. Looked at in this 
way the threat of privatisation is a sanction 
against striking.

u c

Faced with a threat of possible industrial 
action the Government first threatened, 
then carried out, the break-up of the Post 
Office monopoly. The private company, 
TNT, has been allowed to set up a new 
rival business service for postal users. At 
the same time plans are underway to hive 
off the Datapost segment of the Royal 
Mail.

The postal workers union, the UCW, 
is only organised inside the state monopoly. 
It has no members inside the companies 
that are breaking up this monopoly. Some 
of these private companies are unionised, 
mainly through the TGWU, but inter-union 
co-operation is unlikely.

There is surely an argument here for 
a single-industry union if competition is 
to give way to solidarity. Rank and file 
postal workers will sooner or later have to 
broaden their horison to take in rank 
and file postal workers outside the state 
monopoly. Presently the unions are compet­
ing against each other for their ‘share of 
the market’ - which goes against the whole 

rain of unionism.
By first breaking up the business of the 

state postal service and handing over the
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Another fine example of Police 
brutality and state injustice was on 
public display in Bolton three weeks 
back when three men, who were arrest­
ed and badly beaten up by several 
police, were found guilty of assault 
and given 6 month sentences. Books, 
magazines, postal orders and letters of 
support would be much appreciated.

Since the exact whereabouts of 
the three aren’t yet known all correspond­
ence can be addressed to: Stephen
Houlighan (W86696), James Vincent 
Collins and John Gooden (number 
also unknown), c/o 16 Wood St,
Bolton, Lancs.

Q & A on Anarchism
Q. Why are anarchists opposed to the British 
monarchy? Surely it s harmless enough in 
practice ?

As the State is a means of oppression, 
force, power, dominance, based on conquest, 
and not representative of the people, some 
method has to be used by the dominant class 
to make it loved, or at least tolerated. As the 
State cannot be loved for itself, myths are 
woven round it, sometimes religious, some­
times political, sometimes national or racial. 
People are encouraged to die for ‘the country’ 
rather than for the State. Who would fight for 
the tax collector? Whitehall is passed off as 
‘England’.

Monarchy is a similar parasite around the 
grim edifice of the State, it is there to make it 
acceptable. Real monarchy is the worst of 
dictatorships (because hereditary) but the 
British monarchy is not as bad as that except 
that it perpetuates a running myth. Today it is.

The second part of a negotiated and 
agreed pay rise will now be witheld 
from all National Union of Miners 
members. The pay rise will go ahead, 
however, for all Union of Democratic 
Mineworkers (scabs) members. Brit­
ish Coal management stated that the 
pay rise is being witheld until and 
if the current overtime ban by the 
NUM is ceased.

Management is hoping that a com­
bination of this threat together with 
loss of Christmas bonuses will force 
miners to return to normal working. 
The mobilisation of Strike Support 
Groups is therefore even more im­
perative to assist in fund-raising.

At the same time British Coal are 
forging ahead with the closure of 
pits and are assured of little publicity
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further 100 tactical free-fall bombs 
are held by the RAF as well as several 
thousand battlefield nuclear warheads.

Plans are already being implement­
ed to add to that arsenal, especially 
for the F-l 1 aircraft. And of course 
there will be a new emphasis on sea- 
launched (by submarine) Cruise missiles 
and an air-launched variety - both ot 
which fall out of the scope of the INF 
agreement.

The INF agreement has proved to 
be an enormous con-trick. Instead 
nuclear capability is to be increased 
and new weaponry developed to meet 
changing needs. The ground-launched 
Cruise missile was always a white 
elephant anyway. It was common 
knowledge that it was wildly inaccurate 

in the national press. Already Snowdown 
colliery in the Kent area has been 
set aside for closure. There are several 
pits in the South Yorkshire area - 
one of the militant heartlands - that 
are also to be dosed down. And there 
are at least 8 pits in Nottinghamshire 
that have been earmarked for possible 
closure. These include Annesley- 
Bentinck, Silverhill, Mansfield, 
Sherwood, Clipstone, Blidworth, 
Welbeck and Sutton (the latter’s 
closure already announced). These 
closures would obliterate the North 
Notts area field.

Meanwhile UDM members seem 
quite content to see another round 
of decimation take place. But will 
they react when their own backdoor 
is hit?

ANARCHO-QUIZ
1. In what European town, notable for years 
as a centre of anarchism, would you find 
several statues to genuine Anarchist 
militants?
2. What connection is there between Buster 
Keaton, the Hollywood silent screen comedy 
star, and Alexander Berkman, Emma 
Goldman and other Anarchists?
3. What bank was set up by working people 
in order to directly pool their
savings—somewhat on the lines of 
Proudhon?
4. What bank was founded by Quakers, with 
‘Christian business concepts’ in mind?
5. Fraudster Maundy Gregory ran a racket 
with Liberal Premier Lloyd George on the 
sale of ‘honours’ for their joint enrich­
ment—but why did the Conservative Party 
give him a pension after he came out of jail?
6. Financier Albert Grant laid out London’s 
Leicester Square—‘out of his City plants,’ it 
was said, when he was discovered to be a 
fraudster. He had just been created a baron 
by the king of Italy, so what was sung about 
him in the music halls of the day?

Answers to Quiz on page 8
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like the flag in America, just a symbol (but of 
something unhealthy).

Sold as running soap opera it serves as a 
sauce for stinking fish. The elective dictato­
rship we have needs a sovereign to make it 
acceptable, though no doubt the ruling class 
could find some other symbol if they had to, 
as the French have done (an idealised ‘La 
France’).

It is true the monarchy tends to eliminate 
the sort of moneyed corruption existing in 
America, to substitute snobbish corruption. 
The Premier doesn't have to pass over bribes 
in the form of office (as in US or France) nor 
to reward wealthy supporters out of the public 
purse, when all that’s necessary is to dole out 
titles, and present at Court.

Despite the media myth about anarchism, 
anarchists have no real interest in the 
monarchy one way or the other, given that 
present-day monarchs are not dictators: it 
would automatically vanish with a free 
society.
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STATE OF PLAY
Financial position of Black Flag

£
Subsand sales since last
account
Donations: Alex (Corby) 10(
J.40,A.50,AI 50, STE
(Dover) 2,
STE(Dover) 2,D (Scotl) 1
Printing Bills paid to date
Stationery (Envs esp)
Postage
(Plus tons of stamps)
Which means we have in hand since last time 
£97.11
(which sounds great but we have some printing 
bills in hand too!) New overall deficit £4937. 95

However since the UCW is known for its 
right-wing approach anyway, any strike actic 
that comes about is to come from the rank 
and file and not officially. The rank and file 
are currentlv demanding a 40 hour week; 
the Post Office are only prepared to reduce 
the present 43 hour week by one hour. 
Management also wants to see far more 
part-timers. Unless the rank and file in all 
the postal, distribution and communication 
industries unite - and there may well be move 
in this direction - then the battle will be 
that much harder to win.

The march leaves the Unemployed 
Centre, King St, Ellesmere Port, 
Wirral, Cheshire at 1:30 pm. ine 
route is along the A41 for 3 miles, 
to the BNFL plant, where there will 
be a rally with speakers and stalls. 
Organised by Anti-Newkiller Network 
and Merseyside CND, c/o 24 Hardman 
St., Liverpool, LI9 AX. Phone 051
708 7764.

Anarchist Black Cross accounts to 
date
(These refer to London only)
Collection 121 Bkshp £5.50, Tapes sales via AD 
£ 14.50, SB (Salisb) £4, Chumbawumba (benefit,as 
mentioned last issue) £900, A (N'castle) 50p: 
£924.50. Plus 88.76 i/h: £1013.26. Less: To 
Puerto Real CNT strike fund £ 100.

Rank and file workers at several work­
places have taken action against the 
government training scheme, the JTS. 
Strike threats have prevented JTS being 
introduced at Wm.Lows (Dundee) and 
Ferranti (Dalkieth). Also civil service 
union members took strike action 
against YTS in Bolton and West Brom­
wich.

This is the only way that these 
schemes can be stopped altogether.

Elsewhere JTS managing agents 
and induction meetings have been 
disrupted and picketed by members 
of claimants unions in Tottenham 
and Lothian. And who said that the 
non-waged have no industrial power?

SOURCE: Counter Information

Despatch of Flag
We have had some complaints of non-receipt. 
Please keep us up-to-date with addresses. 
Enormous pressure on our stretched help makes it 
difficult to keep up with letters or to reply 
promptly.

Overseas: We are having to send copies to 
Finland by letter post as otherwise they do not 
appear to arrive. Otherwise, everything to Europe 
goes by printed rate and there is no special air mail 
process.

We have two accounts, one for Black Flag giro 
a/c 58 552 4009 and one for Anarchist Black Cross 
51 172 0009. You can pay direct into either but 
cheques to 'Black Flag/Black Cross' cause 
problems.

Copies to prisoners (but please let us know of 
non-receipt or end of sentence) and wageless (if 
postage/self-addressed erv elopes sent) are free .
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the boss' as their advertising puts it.

CNT i

SOURCE: MT Barcelona

THE PHILIPPINES

(From our Philippines correspondent.)Anti-riot squad gears up near the presidential palace.
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In 1983, the CNT organised a mass boycott 
of the PRYCA hypermarket chain in 
Barcelona when two of their affiliates 
were sacked unlawfully. The picketting and 
other forms of direct action resulted in

The new anarchist news agency - the ANA, 
originally called TASS-TASS - is a 
reliable well-organised set-up, produc­
ing a weekly newsheet and keeping a 
computerised file of all news inform­
ation received. To avoid dodgy information, 
the ANA is building up a network of 
correspondents around Spain,, each using 
a code system to confirm that the news 
comes from them and not from dubious 
sources. The Barcelona representative 
for Ekomedia is getting in touch with
them. "

The Barcelona bike messengers, tired of 
low pay and ridiculous conditions, have 
formed their own co-operative 
(Missatgers Trebol), so that they can 
work ‘without intermediaries, eg eithout

Coming soon: more on the Renovada 
sell-out, an interview with Abel Paz, 
anarchist education in pre-war Spain...

For those who were left in any doubt, 
the CNT ‘split' - the minority breakaway 
from the CNT anarchist labour union - 
passed a motion at it’s Madrid Congress 
in early July of this year, renouncing 
anarcho-syndicalism as a viable form of 
struggle, and declared itself as no longer 
adhermg to what they call ‘the anarchist 
ideology'. As soon as this was done La 
Vanguardia - a best selling Spanish 
conservative paper - published an editorial 
which took the form of a long sigh of 
relief that at last ‘the CNT’ had ‘come to 
their senses', and then predicted a short 
future for a union lacking any ideolog­
ical base and which had ‘only around a 
thousand affiliates’. La Vanguardia was 
careful not to mention the other CNT 
(CNT-AIT), with it’s 50,000 affiliates 
and it’s anarchist ideals and anarchist 
forms of organisation, still going strong.

the unconditional re-admittance of the two 
workers. In August of this year, the PRYCA 
chain tried to open a new branch on a 
public holiday, threatening workers with 
contract cancellation if they refused. 
Complaints from the CNT-AIT in the 
form of documents, graffiti and the old- 
fashioned spoken word were sufficient to 
stop this happening. The workers had 
paid holidays until the supermarket was 
opened on a normal working day.
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Catalonia alone, (I’ve just seen the things 
stacked up waiting for mail out, just as 
I’ve seen the demos mentioned). French 
libertarians at the Lib Ed conference who 
believed that the Renovados are the ‘true 
fighting CNT' might dike to know that 
the UN I -Al 1 are the ones who promote 
assemblyism and direct dealing between 
the workers and bosses in industry and 
education, and that the Renovados are the 
ones who support elections to mediating 
committees known in Spain, quite correctly, 
as ‘company committees’ (which incident­
ally, were invented by Franco as a pseudo­
representative con). To put the lid on it, at 
the Madrid Congress of the Renovados, the 
guest of honour was Marcelino Camacho, 
head of the communist union in Spain 
(the CCOO), who made a speech urging 
the Renovados to join his communist 
set-up. This was applauded by the maj­
ority of people attending the congress. 
All right ?

4 
with ‘being suspected of preparing illegal 
arte’ 78 others were held on this charge.

A co-ordination meeting on 7th October of 
200 people was surrounded, the people were 
arrested and had ID details registered on the 
computer, then released after a few hours. As 
a dash more terror, police on the operation 
wore bullet proof vests, just to show the 
world we are the terrorists. Another plenum 
of 300 was surrounded, kicked, beaten, 
photographed and registered on computer the 
next day.

A 20 yr old woman had to strip to her 
underwear in front of a running police 
camera and had to repeatedly bare her chest. 
Press and lawyers had been expelled from the 
area.

The demo was swelled by the local steel 
works threatened with closure. ‘So much 
money for this plant and the cops, none for 
steel subsidies?' Trade union officials waxed 
lyrical about solidarity.

At the fence the tear gas started up. Helico­
pters hovered at tree top level the whole time. 
The State had built a huge concrete ditch wall 
in front of the fence (a castle with a dyke!) 
Baton charges and the like followed. One 
fractured skull,one snapped neck; one 
person, blood gushing from several head­
wounds, was dragged across the ground into 
the plant, to discourage the onlookers from 
demonstrating again.

I

Maria Felip Romeu, the CNT-AIT affiliate 
who was forced to spend several weeks in 
the Model prison in Barcelona on a non­
existent charge of terrorism (later fully 
acquitted) has publicly challenged Jose 
Barrionuevo, the Spanish Minister of the 
Interior, to meet him when he wishes, 
where he wishes, as long as it’s a quiet 
spot, and the Minister appears unaccomp­
anied by his usual security gorillas.
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Last August there was a nationwide labour 
and transport strike in the Philippines to 
protest against the sudden hike in oil prices. 
The strike managed to paralyse two key 
industrial cities—Manila and Cebu. The 
government had earlier tried to employ ‘stop 
gap’ measures such as the partial rollback of 
oil prices to dissuade people from striking. 
This proved futile. The following day, police 
operatives mounted a major crackdown on 
labour and militant organisations, still being 
implemented at the present time.

On August 28, Col. Gregorio ‘Gringo' 
Honagan staged a coup d'etat. Most of his 
troops didn’t know what they were up to. 
They were simply told it was part of their 
special operations training. Singlaub (still 
here) and CIA station chief Norbert Garrett 
had met Honagan before the coup-d’etat. He 
was even rescued by two US helicopters 
when they were cornered inside Camp 
Aguinaldo. Where he was taken isn’t known 
but we’ve received unconfirmed reports he 
was brought board on the USS Missouri, 
docked at the US naval installation in Subic 
Bay.

On Sept 19 Leon Alejandro, secretary 
general of the Bagong Alyansanz Makabayan 
(Bayan) was shot dead as he was about to 
enter the Bayan office compound. He was 
organising mass action which took effect on 
Sept 21 to protest against growing militarism.

The growing unrest in the Philippines can 
be atributed to the CIA intensification of that 
programme. So far they’ve succeeded. The 
government has given in to their pressure, 
and the left has been temporarily neutralised 
by acts of terror against them. Fear has taken 
control. A lot have gone into hiding. The 
Anarchists will stick it out.

A A
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At the Lib Ed conference in Leicester 
this month (October) it became clear 
that the CNT-Renovados (the ‘split’) has 
given a lot of people in libertarian teach­
ing circles abroad the idea that it is the 
larger of the two organisations, all prop- 
oganda and number games to one side, it 
is obvious to anyone living here in 
Barcelona which is the larger organisation. 
CNT-AIT May Day demos - the trad­
itional show of strength for all Spanish 
unions - attract around 5,030 people, 
while those of the Renovados clock in 
at the 300 mark. The Renovados version 
of the Solidariad Obrera newspaper was 
published twice in 1985-6, and sold on 
a nationwide basis with a print run of 
2,000. The CNT-AIT’s version of the 
paper has been published regularly since 
1976 and has a print run of 4,000 in

There were three days of decentralised action 
near the nuclear reprocessing plant under 
construction at Wackersdorf, in Bavaria, 
West Germany, which reached their height 
with a demo of 30,000 pushing through 
preliminary police lines and fighting a four 
hour pitched, if stylised, battle with the 5,000 
police at the building site fence.

The demo to the site had been banned by 
the courts. The police brutality led a promin­
ent Greenie to say it was a declaration of war 
by the atom state against the free rights state, 
(well, er, yes).

The demonstrators carried a 2x2 metre 
black cube. The ‘black block’ that the politic­
ians and cops had been foaming at the mouth 
about in previous months, was carried by 
men wearing only black masks who shouted 
slogans against ‘naked State terror’.
The 5,000 cops were backed by 1,000 civil­
ians. Building vehicles within fifty miles all 
had police escort. The actions in the first two 
days consisted mostly of barricades on roads 
and blockades, and damage to firms 
supplying building material. This is tactical 
practice for later campaigns against waste 
transport to the plant. The police also made 
countless checkpoints (jammed up traffic!). 
Houses where demonstrators were sleeping 
were searched at 6 a.m on the 8th, and eleven 

erliners were arrested as they slept fifteen 
miles away and held for the duration charged
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