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and now they have to have another 
election and the last thing they need is 
a few thousand well organised squatters

was arrested on two charges: one of robbery 
and another of conspiracy to rob. That 
day, 3 youths had robbed a publican at 
his pub in Birmingham of £1700. The 
publican described the 3 youths as:

1 - Half-caste, West Indian male, light 
complexion, age approx . 17, 5 feet
6 inches tall, dark wavy collar length 
hair, carrying a 6 inch knife .

2- West Indian male, well built, taller 
than 1, wearing a balaclava, and 
carrying a stick.

3- unseen, but in common with 1 and 2 
had a Birmingham accent.

Martin was arrested in the afternoon of 
the day of the robbery with £200 in his 
posession and 2 crowbars in his car .Whilst 
he was in custody, the police entered a sum 
of £131.55 in the custody book and so have 
stolen nearly £70 of Martin's money . This 
cash was part of a loan from a credit company, 
which Martin had secured a week before . 
This has been confirmed by the credit company. 
The 2 crowbars in his car were due to his 
occupation as a scrap metal dealer .

Martin has 1 5 witness statements confirming 
his alibi .The case for the prosecution is based 
on three witnesses. The evidence of one of 
the witnesses doesn’t prove that Martin was 
involved, while the evidence of the other 
witnesses contain contradictions as to their 
knowledge of Martin . The result of the trial 
was a sentence totalling 8 years for Martin, 
6 years for robbery and 2 years for conspiracy 
to rob .While he was in Winson Green Prison, 
Martin started to get an anal discharge of mucus 
and was sent for hospital treatment .When he 
was next visited by ms wife, Valerie, and his 
son, Martin, the visit was restricted to his cell. 
The screws refused to say why, so the three 
of them barricaded themselves in the cell in 
the hope of finding out why .

Consequently, he was transferred to
Continued on page

turning the city centre into a battleground 
for three days or so . So, they gave the 
squatters an ultimatum: take down the 

The political weather seems to thicken 
up here in the Autumn. The Constit­
utional Court announced that cops can 
nick film/video material whenever they 
feel like it; before they could only nick 
it if they were in a bad mood. Several 
liberal journalists announced that they 
might write to their MP's about it. The 
decision revolved around an untrans­
mitted bit of video from the Brokdorf 
anti-nuke demo and the Court said that 
if it might help the ‘finding out of the 
truth' then the ‘press freedom' bit of 
the Constitution didn't apply.

So, then reaction. Two days later 
there was a demo in Hamburg to threaten 
any politician who might be thinking 
of evicting the Hafenstrasse squats. A 
core of some 2000 with masks and hel­
mets were escorted by 15,000 more 
liberal types. The cops held right back. 
So the demonstrators only did in the 
windows of one bank and the Central 
Court. Most restrained. But the point 
is they deliberately hunted out and elim­
inated (took film/chased off) every 
photographer and film crew. If their 
film is automatically available to the 
cops then they must also be remcved. 
Very quick and logical, this place, some­
times. Groups of 10 masked people 
would take out every camera.

And then something that was also may­
be a reaction. The whole Hafenstrasse 
thing is a bit of a worry for them as the 
area has just been hit with an embarr­
assing scandal in which the state president 
got caught ordering bugs to be put into 
the offices of the Greens and the SPD 
just before the last election (Greengate?). 
He denied everything for a few weeks, 
then went to Geneva, got into a bath 
in a hotel and either swallowed a million 
sleeping tablets or had them rammed 
down his throat. Doesn’t matter either 
way I reckon.

Anyway coalitions rocked and so on,

concrete/barbed wire defences and we’ll 
talk, if not we’ll evict. The squatters 
didn’t like the idea of having to surrender 
before negotiations can start, so didn’t. 
The ultimatum ran out the day of the 
demo mentioned above, and the size of 
the ‘black block’, and the fact that the 
cops had to hang back so much, could well 
have worried the Security Services

Two days later, at a very small demo 
of 200 people against the military air­
port extensions in Frankfurt, someone 
shouted out ‘Marksmen, open fire!’, 
and two cops were shot dead and nine 
others were injured. And the media open­
ed up with a torrent about terrorism, 
in which the firing of guns and the wear­
ing of masks become one and the same, 
and so that harder police actions against 
demos, where people try to hide their 
faces from the police video cameras, 
can be legitimated and prepared for.

Maybe it was done by some individual 
vanguardist, or just someone filled to 
the brim with hate after being thrown 
in the cop van and stomped on seven times 
or so, but the fact that it happened just 
now, when the ‘black block’ demos 
are looking so good on the telly makes me 
wonder in the way I wondered when K AL 
007 got shot down two weeks before 
the parliament here voted on the Persh­
ings.

Ah well, mustn’t spend too much time 
on it; there is a terrific stock-market 
collapse to be watching at the same 
time these days. London down another 
5% today. The International Monetary 
Fund meets here next year to pick up 
the pieces; we aim to distract and dis­
turb them. But to participate you will 
have to get into Berlin a few weeks early 
as you can be sure that anyone looking 
like a Black Flag reader will be turned 
back at the borders in the fortnight prior 
to the party. Stay tuned for more 
details.

According to the police, Martin Foran was 
the second man .As well as being consider­
ably taller, Martin is white and has a strong 
Irish accent. Man no . 1 was supposedly 
Andrew Mackenzie, who has a very dark 
complexion and is not half-caste .When 
the judge summed up the case he said, 
‘The light must hav^ played some trick and 
he must have been very startled to describe 
Mackenzie like that .Obviously, people do 
make that sort of mistake about that sort of 
matter’ .As far as we’re concerned, it’s a 
strange trick of the light that makes a white 
man black and a black man white!

Latest news on Martin Foran (see last 
Black Flag) is that he has received an 
additional 6 years for taking a prison 
orderly hostage while in Wandsworth 
prison. He is not now on hunger strike, 
due to the advice and concern of his 
wife and friends, although he is still 
campaigning for his release.

As reported in Black Flag Martin is the 
victim of a frame-up perpetrated by both 
the police and the courts. We have now 
received documents that establish beyond 
any doubt that he is innocent.

Martin was sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment in June 1978, following a 
series of burglaries in Birmingham in 
September 1977, committed by a group 
of black and white youths. The white 
youth involved in the robberies was 
described as 5 feet tall, slim built and 
between 18 and 20 years old. Martin 
Foran was 34 years old, tall and thickset . 
One of the witnesses failed to identify 
Martin as one of the people involved 
despite several identity parades, and 
another witness, on being shown pictures 
of Martin, stated that there was no way 
that Martin could have been one of the 
burglars .

Right from the moment of his arrest, 
Martin protested his innocence, and whilst 
in prison, went on hunger strike to 
help bring attention to his case. As a 
result of this, he was transferred to 
Leicester Prison, from which he escaped. 
After stating his case to the national 
newspapers, he gave himself up to the 
authorities. He was then transferred to 
Nottingham Prison where he conducted 
a 5 Vi week rooftop protest to highlight 
his unjust imprisonment. After this, 
Martin’s case was discussed in the House 
of Commons but to no avail (Suprise, 
Suprise! Eds). He was then transferred to 
Gartree and then Lincoln Prison, despite 
the governor’s promise not to do so. He 
then continued his hunger strike and was 
eventually released in February 1984.

After his release, Martin and his family 
moved to kingshurst, Birmingham where 
he set up a second-hand car dealer and 
scrap metal business. Martin continued to 
protest his innocence despite constant 
harrassment from the police. He was 
accused of murdering a woman, even though 
he was in prison at the time of the murder, 
arid was also constantly accused of stealing 
his own car.

On the 10th of September 1984, Martin
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Ronnie Lee, no. V02682, has been trans­
ferred to HM Prison, Romsey Rd, Win­
chester, Hants SO22 5DF.
Paul Bowman, no. T13922, was recently 
jailed for 4 months as a result of anti­
fascist activities. Messages of support, 
etc to HMP Armley, Armley, Leeds 12.

For a social system based on mutual aid 
and voluntary co-operation - against 
State control and all forms of govern­
ment and economic oppression. To 
establish a share in the general prosperity 
for all — the breaking down of racial, 
religious, national and sex barriers — and 
to fight for the life of one world.
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On the weekend of October 31st and 
November 1st, over 100 unemployed dele­
gates from 35 of the strongest unemployed 
and unwaged local, regional and national 
groups from all over Britain assembled in 
London to forge an alliance, initiating a major 
step forward in the post-war unemployed 
movement.

Throughout the ‘80’s we have continued 
fighting to maintain and improve our living 
standards and secure our basic needs as a 
right (i.e. a decent income for all, homes 
meaningful jobs etc.) and to demand respect 
for our voice and full participation in the life 
and decisions of the community.

The major unemployed organisations—the 
Federation of Claimants Unions (established 
1968), the National Union of Unemployed 
and Workers (est. 1981), the London and 
South-East Federation of Unwaged Groups 
(est. 1981), the Midlands Unwaged Federat-
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More pit closures have been announced. 
And outside the pit communities them­
selves they are quietly being accepted. 
For the present the Government can 
argue that ‘uneconomic1 pits have to go, 
together with the communities. The 
needs of ordinairy people outweigh those 
of the wealthy industrialists. If families 
and communities are broken up, if people 
lose their homes and are forced to tramp 
for casual work...this is of no consequence 
as this is what is intended.

And with the pending break-up of the 
Central Electricity Generating Board, 
the Department of Energy has stated that 
the separate electricity boards will be
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being unable to decide who would go 
first .After some time, the police decided 
to ban the marches .It was the first time 
that they hadn’t maiched for 15 years .

Groups of young thugs began making 
their way up to Trafalgar Square - the 
first sign of trouble was a gang of them 
running at the South African picket . 
They soon turned away after a few of 
them got a good thumping .

The police, an xious to get in on the act, 
tried hard to herd a group of anti-fascists 
into Charing Cross station .They didn’t 
seem to notice when the same crowd re­
appeared from one of the underground 
tunnels.

During a run up to Leicester Square, 
nurrters of fascists were given good hidings 
- one anti-fascist suffered an injured fist - 
hurt as a fascist’s tooth was dislodged.

Some anti-fascists received blows from 
the fascists. One anti-fascist had noxious
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ion (est. 1986) and the Lothian and Central 
Scotland Federation (est. 1987)—agreed to 
unite to co-ordinate and further their 
struggles, by establishing a national Congress 
of Unwaged Organisations, to be held 
annually. The first will be in Bradford, March 
1988.

A Co-ordination Network was created, 
based upon regional and national secretariats.

To further our opposition to government 
plans to force us and the millions of our 
fellow unemployed on to Work For Dole 
schemes (JTS, YTS, Community Programme 
etc.), a national DAY OF ACTION 
AGAINST SLAVERY has been called for 
Monday December 14th. We are calling on all 
Trade Unionists to boycott these schemes, for 
those on them to take industrial action, and 
for all unwaged groups to publicise and take 
relevant action in their own areas.

SOURCE: Congress of Unemployed Organisations

UDM are in no position to fight back: 
their honeymoon period with the bosses 
is over and now they are on their own.

The overtime ban, meanwhile, contin­
ues - but is hardly biting thanks to a 
compromise decision by the NUM executive. 
And the sudden decision by Arthur Scar­
gill to resign and stand for re-election 
might well be a clever move to provide 
him with a fresh mandate, but it also 
succeeds in distracting from the main 
battle, which is quietly being lost.

Only a re-united miners’ movement, 
sustained by industrial solidarity in related 
industries, can hope to reverse the sit­
uation.
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Bruce Childs, a prisoner in Parkhurst, 
wants to receive literature and corres­
pondence. Already he has gotten into 
trouble and had his mail censored and 
held up for trying to get anarchist lit­
erature from the Black Cross as well as 
a copy of the final chapter of Spy catcher.

Despite the harassment - which he 
partly attributes to his friendship and 
support to prisoner Martin Foran (see 
separate article) - Bruce has asked to 
get a plug in Black Rag.

Please send literature/write to: Bruce 
Childs, F78958, HMP Parkhurst, Park­
hurst, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 5NX.
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It has been announced that by the year 
1995, because of the current prison 
expansion in Britain, there will be spaces 
for over 80,000 prisoners in England 
and Wales alone. Currently the figure is

Last Rememberance Day, November the 
8th, British patriots marched through the 
centre of London throughout the day .

The 2 factions of the National Front 
were due to march past the Cenotaph at 
2:30 pm, so Anti Fascist Action organised 
a march, planned to miss the fascists 
altogether to avoid the possibility of action 
being taken against the scum .

However, at the end of the anti-fascist 
march, about 200 people marched back 
to Trafalgar Square to have a go at the 
fascists and support the 24 hour picket of 
South Africa House, which had been attacked 
by fascists last Rememberance Day . 
Various other anarchists and anti-fascists 
had been waiting around the Cenotaph 
for the fascists to appear, unaware of events 
at Victoria .

The 2 factions of the National Front 
were at a standstill, staring each other out, 
afteT demanding separate marches, and

encouraged to buy more coal from abroad, 
especially as a new coal port for this 
purpose is planned to be built on the 
Humber.

The first wave of this new round of 
pit closures includes Wheldale (near 
Castleford), Linby (Notts), Wooley 
and Redbrook (both near Barnsley) 
and Cadley Hill (Derbyshire). Also in 
South Wales the following are to close: 
Lady Windsor and Blaenant (both in 
Merthyr Vale) and Deep Navigation.

For this first wave alone over 6000 
miners will lose their jobs. Some of these 
pits (and there are a further 10 earmarked 
for closure) are UDM controlled. But the

spray squirted in their face. The worst 
injury happened to a comrade who was 
bashed on the head with a lump of wood 
wielded by a fascist, and received a fract­
ured skull. He and his friends had chased 
a single fascist who had been taunting 
them, only to be ambushed by a large 
gang of fascists.

On the whole, the fascists had a demo­
ralising day - first for not being allowed 
to march, and then being chased around 
the city and being beaten up .For once 
the token effect of a march through the 
semi-deserted city had been turned into 
a direct attack on the fascist scum.

In York, the fascist march had been 
banned, so many fascists did not bother 
going into the city centre. The few people 
who did found a number of fascists 
roaming around .When they were dealt 
with, the police arrested a number of 
anti- fascists.

♦

42,000.
If all the prison spaces in 1995 are filled, 

and with the inevitable continuation in 
overcrowding, the result will be that Brit­
ain will becpme the top of the ‘league 
table’ for prisoners per general population, 
exceeding countries like Turkey which 
has a military regime.

-•••••••••• • ••• • • •• •

Latest news on the Day of Action is 
that there will be several regional rallies 
as well as local ones. The regional ones 
are as follows:

EDINBURGH. 2pm at the Job Centre, 
St Andrews Square.

BIRMINGHAM. 12 noon outside the 
MSC headquarters, Metropolitan House, 
Fiveways.

LONDON. 2pm outside the MSC head­
quarters, 236 Grays Inn Rd, London WC1. 
The following is also the main contact 
network: Scotland - Lothian CU, 2
Cranston St, Edinburgh (tel 031-557 0718); 
Midlands - Claimants Fight Back, 448 
Stratford Rd, Birmingham 11 (tel 021-
771 0871); London & South East - mail to 
42 Queens Square, London WC1 (or phone 
Tottenham CU on 01-801 5629).

The regime of prison life apart from tak­
ing away liberty also seriously contrib­
utes to a deterioration of an inmates 
physical health with, of course, no 
compensation. Now it has been recognised 
within certain quarters of the medical 
profession that prison sensory depriv­
ation has created a new illness similar 
to that contracted by astronauts on 
long space missions. Thus the illness 
has been coined ‘space sickness’ and 
is mainly caused by lack of essential 
vitamins and deprivation of sunlight. 
The illness, of course, is not new, merely 
its discovery by a profession unwilling 
to have named it before.

The illness has been ‘discovered’ in 
the field by Dr Michael Rose, a former 
consultant haematologist at St George’s 
Hospital Medical School, London. Rose 
spent a spell in custody in Brixton 
prison where he witnessed direct this 
illness, which he has since written about 
in the Lancet.

His suspicions were aroused when he • 
noticed deposits of calcium at the bottom 
of slopping-out buckets - a tell-tale sign

of bone disease, which in turn can con­
tribute to mental breakdown.

Punishment for inmates is therefore 
doubled: incarceration combined with a 

. deterioration of general health, with 
possible long-term effects.

The Government’s policy to wind-down 
the Health Service, to polarise the class 
divisions in Education, and to eliminate 
low-cost rented accommodation, is a three 
pronged strategy that aims to eradicate 
the ‘burden’ of the poor on the Economy 
for the foreseeable future.

When workers can no longer work, t 
because of the re-alignment of Capital 
and the advance of the third industrial 
revolution, then they are perceived as 
‘wastage’that cannot be costed for 
or provided for through state welfare. 
Those who are not self-supporting or who 
have not managed to swim with the tide 
are expected to survive on the edge. And 
for many there will be no hope left 
except for Workfare, or work-for-dole.

Cut-backs in Health are increasing 
to the extent that lack of treatment 
is bringing down Health standards 
dramatically. Witness the recent furore 
over the Birmingham hole-in-the-heart 
baby (and the other babies that have 
died because of staff shortages). Witness 
the proposed new charges for eye tests and 
dental examinations. Witness the long 
waiting lists in hospitals for operations, 
for dialysis machines, etc. Witness the 
shortage of nurses because of low pay. 
This discrimination against patients is 
discrimination against the poor - but more 
it is a deliberate policy to Kill off the 
poor.

Since 1979 over 200 hospitals have 
been closed down, but private ones are 
on the increase. And there was that 
notorious statement by the head of one 
Health authority that in future priority 
should be given only to bread-winners. 
In other words it will depend on who 
you are, your earnings, etc if your life 
is worth saving. This is already the case, 
but its getting worse.

When Health is reduced to economics 
then only the well-paid will survive; the 
others will get pauper-class treatment, or 
none at all. Eventually the aim is to go 
over to the US system of health insurance.

And the health of society is intimately 
linked to how we live, to housing con­
ditions etc. Many are being priced out 
of housing altogether. The Victorian 
values of profit, not need, is leading to 
the spread of disease, poverty, starvation 
and higher fatalities.

And with communities being broker! up 
while family members search for jobs or 
somewhere to live, we see once-thrivinj 
working class areas being turned into 
wastelands. A new class of emigrants is 
being created. This is the ‘new realism’ 
that the Tories are creating and the Labour 
Party has accepted.

And when recession, brought about by 
social engineering, gets worse - that is 
the time, as history has shown, when 
national dictatorships are hailed as the 
only solution. We are entering that phase 
now. It will literally become a matter of 
life and death.

A new Luddism will become essential, 
with a resurgence in mutual aid to make 
our communities strong again to claim 
what is rightfully ours.
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Meanwhile, the organisation itself, the CNT- 
AIT (Spanish anarchist labour union), held a 
national plenum in Saragossa on the 10th, 
11 th and 12th of October (plenum being a 
meeting of all the regional committees). Here 
it was decided to move the National Com­
mittee to Granada, where it may now be 
contacted at Calle Molinos 64, Granada, 
Spain. (It hasn’t moved to Barcelona, as 
reported in Black Flag 175). Jose Luis Garcia 
Rua was re-elected as General Secretary, and 
Prisoners Aid was made the exclusive respon­
sibility of the Catalan Prisoners Aid Commi­
ttee (Comite Pro-Presos CNT-AIT, Carr er 
Reina Cristina 12, 2-Esq.,08003, Barcelona, 
Spain).
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Inside the flat, Prekas was all by him­
self .Vlahakis, the police commissioner, 
phoned Prekas from a neighbours house 
and asked him th give himself up. Prekas’ 
answer was ‘Fuck off. Either you or I 
will die’.

The cop ordered his men to ‘shoot 
him down in cold blood’ in front of 
the tenants of the block of flats.

One young girl from another flat 
called up Prekas and tried to convince 
him to surrender. He explained to her 
that he was determined to fight until 
death rather than give himself up .

After that, he phoned up various 
people in order to say his last goodbyes. 
To his best friend he said that he had 
few bullets left and that he would 
keep the last one for himself When the cops 
tried to convince him to surrender, he 
replied that he did not want to hear any 
defeatist talk, and that he did not want 
to be in the hands of the police again 
and be humiliated . His only request was: 
‘Fetch the reporters to see how the cops 
murder and how we die’ .

After about an hour, Prekas came out 
of the flat with two guns in his hands 
and shouted to the cops: ‘Come on 
you bastards, shoot me now’.The police 
fired on him with machine-guns, Prekas 
replied with one shot and ran out onto 
the balcony where he was shot down in 
a hail of bullets .

The police thugs rushed at Prekas and 
dragged him away. The cops and ‘indig­
nant citizens’ cried out ‘carry him 
slowly to the hospital so that he bleeds 
to death' .Prekas died on the way to the 
hospital.

From that moment, a pogrom of 
arrests was started against all the anarch 
ists and anyone who was considered to 
be a friend of Prekas .First of all were 
Evaggelia Voyiatzi and Evaggelia Galani 
who were arrested in Saint Olga Hospital, 
where they had gone to see if Prekas was 
still alive .They were arrested as witn­
esses without any legal procedure and 
then beaten up when they refused to 
follow the police .

The police then made raids upon the 
comrades’ houses or arrested them 
outside .The cops entered the anti­
authoritarian club in A. Patisia and 
arrested everyone in the building with­
out arrest warrants or courts summonses . 
About 100 people were arrested al­
together .They were refused access to 
their lawyers and the police denied 
that they had anyone in custody despite 
the fact that they had said in a tv prog­
ramme in the afternoon that they had 
made 17 arrests.

Finally, Nick Baroutas and his son,
Costas, were arrested for posession of 
weapons because 39 cartridges from the 
father’s legally posessed rifle, and one 
souvenir stiletto knife bought from a 
kiosk in Rhodes some years ago by Costas
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were found in their posession .
On October 2 at midday, police arrested 

Gerasimos Boukouvalas, a well known 
anarchist. Also, with guns in their hands, 
four police officers immobilised tens of 
people in cafe Tsaf in the Exarchia 
area - among them a five year old boy 
who, terrified, saw a gun pointed in his 
face- while special police armed forces 
(MAT & EKAM) surrounded the whole 
area .Nobody moved and the ‘terrorist’ 
was arrested.

Although Boukouvalas was arrested in 
in connection with the hide-out of 
‘Antikratiki Pali’ (an armed group 
appearing once in 1985), which was dis­
covered months ago, he was referred to 
the Public Prosecutor as a member 
of Michalis Prekas’ group without any 
substantiatee report from the Security 
Service Office.

It seems that the police were pre­
paring a plot against some people for 
some time .They wanted to ‘weave’ 
the story in detail so as to avoid another 
fiasco .In the aftermath of the killing of 
Prekas the police distorted the facts.

The police arrested E Voyiatzi and M 
Boukouvales and alleged that they are 
members of ‘Antikratiki Pali’ or of the 
revolutionary group ‘Christos Tsout- 
souvis; Michalis Prekas and the unarrested 
and persecuted Balafas and Lesperoglou 
were similarly accused .The police leaked 
information- for instance that finger 
prints had been found in the house with 
the weapons in Sepolia.

The lawyers’ protested that there was 
no documentation for Boukouvalas from 
the Security Service; these protests were 
ignored .

The accused were kept in the Security 
Service Offices until they came up before 
the Exaniner on October 5 .(Now our 
comrades are in Korydalos prison .)

Clearchos Smirnaios was charged with 
severe offences and in his statements to 
the police he declared that he belonged to 
the Union of Anarchists .

Christophoros Marinos was beaten up 
and tortured .He had also witnessed his 
comrade’s execution .

A million people watched on TV Mich­
alis’ murder .Thousands of angry telephone 
calls were made to the newspapers.

The Police follow-up stories: to stress 
hide-outs, weapons, ‘new evidence’ 
and new arrests. The police also leaked 
information to the press, which ended 
up in headlines talking about ‘break­
downs’, ‘betrayals’ and ‘suspicious’ 
connections of those arrested . The stories 
hinted at either Clearchos or Christo­
phoros .The reports tried, in their con­
fusion, to create th nression of suspects 
inclined to treadle.,, ,.nich contrasts 
sharply with the support for Clearchos 
and Christophoros, who are highly spoken 
of by those who know them well.

(The above report has been edited.)

One militant shot dead in Police siege 
others raided... the press make wild 
allegations about ‘terrorism’. The un­
reported facts are given below.
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On the 28th of September, six anarchists 
accused of belonging to armed groups were 
handed out heavy prison sentences in Madrid. 
Alejandro Mata Camacho, 13 years; Jose 
Perez Navarro, 21 years; Matias Ripolll, 34 
years; Jose Castillo Romero, 5 years; Juan 
Robles Diaz, 5 years; Maria Carmen Valiente 
Martin, 5 months. At the time of writing, 
Alain Drogou Cadec and Bernardo Torrejon 
Recto are being sentenced, no news yet. 
Camacho, Ripoll, Romero, Navarro and 
Drogou are CNT-AIT affiliates who were 
arrested in 1985, after having taken part in a 
number of bank expropriations to help fund 
the organisation. These raids were carried out 
‘in the spirit of Durruti's expropriations’ - to 
use Camacho’s own words - and care was 
taken not to injure either the public or the 
staff. Newspapers reported that during one 
raid, one of the bank clerks feeling faint, 
Camacho laid his gun on the counter and went 
to get her a glass of water. It is worth com­
paring the length of these sentences with the 
sentence handed out recently to two fascists 
found guilty of knifing Jorge Caballero—a 
CNT affiliate—to death in 1980: they were 
given 4 months each.

On the morning of 1st October, after 
a telephone call from an unknown person, 
two police cars arrived at a place where, 
according to a tip-off, some men tried to 
steal a Peugot car.

The cops opened fire and gunfire was 
returned. A chase began while other police 
cars were directed to the area.

The Peugot had been expropriated from 
the Chalandri area; it belonged to the 
Attica governor, Mr. Tsimboukis, and its 
driver Isidoros Vlaikidis (a security 
service officer) had parked it in front of 
his house.

The car driver had reported its theft and 
police cars were searching for the stolen 
car .When the nark tipped off the police 
about the car, the police were sure that 
this car was the right one and that is why 
they moved so fast.

Clearchos Smirnaios was then arrested 
in the area by a nark and beaten badly by 
both cops and ‘indignant citizens’. He 
denied any connection with the incident 
and the police found no traces of the 
other two men.

Meanwhile, the other two men entered 
a flat and found three women and a man. 
The two hunted men calmed down the 
landlord and his family, telling them 
that they had nothing to be afraid of. 
The two anarchists simply wanted to
hide. Prekas even said to Carnis that 
he could take his gun which had only 
one bullet for him - Prekas - to commit 
suicide if he failed to escape .Prekas 
urged Carnis to kill him if he thought 
that Prekas and his comrade would harm 
him or his family. The two anarchists 
told him that they would send some 
flowers if they managed to get away.

They then let the women go down to 
the ground floor where Mrs.Carnis dis­
cussed the situation with her father, who 
phoned the police. Mr .Carnis promised 
that he would get the men away in his 
car, but the moment he switched on the 
ignition, he pressed the alarm system 
button.

EKAM forces (special supressive anti­
terrorist armed forces), police officers 
and cops of every kind surrounded 
Carnis’s house. Some cops made an effort 
to enter the house with the key that 
had been given to them by some narks 
but they got shot at from inside. One 
otp was slightly wounded and so the others 
hid immediately.

After a while, one of the two anarchists 
shouted to the police that he wanted to 
give himself up and he came out of the 
house with his hands up .He was Christ­
ophoros Marinos, 21 years old. He was 
then beaten up by the cops who then 
passed themselves off as ‘indignant 
citizens’.

< 
I

The squatted anarchist centre, Ateneo 
Altematiu i Llibertari de Sants, in 
Garrer Cros, Barcelona, is still awaiting 
eviction. The occupiers aren’t planning 
a serious resistance, but are using the place 
to the full. They have plastered the city 
with ‘save Qos 10’ and ‘squat now’ 
posters. Inside they’ve done the whole 
place up and are holding an exhibition 
on squatting, plus other activities.

It all began in April when a group of 
youths from Sants got together to help 
the assemblea Llibertaria to campaign 
for Maria Felip and other imprisoned 
Italian comrades. Then they met again 
and decided to create a ‘self-managed 
struggle’ centre as there’s nothing but 
a few lefty controlled places in Sants. 
Just before the June election during the 
‘Don’t vote’ campaign Calle Cros 10 
was squatted. Since then ‘we’ve had to 
repair almost everything...our first aim 
was to get it open and functioning as 
an anarchist centre’.

They hope to have more videos, work­
shops, debates and a childrens party 
and start their own magazine. It is the 
only public squat in Catalonia despite 
the housing crisis. In theory you can get 
2 - 5 years for squatting in Spain, though 
in practice you usually get a fine. The 
anarchists are calling for 1000’s of home­
less to squat 1000’s of abandoned build­
ings and have got publicity, including 
in the inevitable right-wing press. Any 
material on squatting will be welcome. 
Send it quickly to: Calle Cros 10, Sants, 
Barcelona.
N.B. The eviction now seems to have 
been delayed.
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We have it on good authority that certain org­
anisations have been approached by the Reno- 
vados (membership now 1000) to form a new 
international. Any foolish enough to respond 
will become sworn enemies of their respective 
IWA sections. At a recent Renovados congress 
several delegates left in disgust because of the 
direction of the organisation - perhaps they will 
return to the genuine one? As for the Reno­
vados renouncing anarchism, the reports were 
based on a ‘private’ press statement made by 
general secretary J ose March (now backtracking)

Dear Comrades,
The situation here is getting worse.

Vigilante death squads, that were 
once isolated in the countryside, have 
been formed in the city by respectable 
businessmen with the help of the milit­
ary and Police and with the approval 
of the Government. This, they say, 
is to maintain peace and to uphold 
democracy (!).

Two weeks ago, following the expose 
on US military attache Major Victor 
Raphael and his cohorts' direct involve­
ment in the August 28th coup attempt, 
three US Airforce servicemen were gunn­
ed down outside Clark Air Base. They 
were scapegoats designed to divert our 
attention to make the people believe 
that the NPA (Communist guerrillas) 
did it, and to justify the possibility of 
direct US military involvement in the 
country.

Witch-hunts have also been, and are 
still being, carried out by the military 
and the Police. Last week a university 
housing refugees (who had fled from the 
countryside due to military and vigilante 
atrocities) was raided and the refugees 
tagged as Communist hitmen and sym­
pathisers. So what if these people sym­
pathise with the NPA? That is no ground 
for them to be arrested and subjected 
to torture.

Best wishes,
D (Philippines).
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