The right to organise for a General
Strike is one that was hard fought for
by workers over decades of struggle, paid
for by imprisonment, transportation

and death. That right in the UK no
longer exists, thanks to the anti-union

laws that forbid, among other things,
sympathetic action. Recent millitancy

by trade unionists in the Health Service,
an the car industry, by miners, and not
leastwl:ﬁ' Ferry workers, have shown that
the will to reverse the repression is

alive and strong. If reaction is to be
confronted the whole trade union move-
ment must re-organise and rediscover its
own heritage. And central to such a
re-organisation must be a campaign to
seize back the right to organise for a
General Strike.

Rank and file ferry workers took the
anti-union laws into their hands and
united for nationwide industrial action.
The dispute was triggered off by the
sacking of 150 ferry workers by the
Isle of Man Steam Packet Company.
But there were other disputes - eg,
ferry workers at Dover against P & O
over the threatened redundancy of 500
ferry workers, and ferryworkers in
Aberdeen in a pay dispute with P & O
- as well as a clear indication that massive
Job cut-backs were to take place within
the industry as a whole, that dictated that
the dispute and the industrial action
had to be escalated nationally if these
threats were to be countered. The rank
and file, as usual, led the way, and the
National Union of Seafarers made the
national action official.

However the employers, and the
courts, were to see things differently
and the inevitable legal injunctions were
issued and the union served with court
orders for contempt. The NUS Executive
backed down almost immediately, but
were unable to control their membership,
who continued to stay out despite the
threats of sequestration. Rank and file
NUS members at Fleetwood, Dover,
Harwich and Holyhead decided to con-
tinue with the dispute despite their
own union’s protestations. The NUS

Executive argued unsuccessfully in the
courts that the disputes were about

a national issue and eventually weve
forced to concede that their sympathetic
action was unlawful. This became the
turning point of the dispute as it be-
came clear that the NUS Executive

had thrown in the towel. Retrospectively
it also became clear that the real reason
why the NUS Executive declared the

dispute national was in order that it
could retain some degree of control
over its own membership.

Having lost the impetus, the NUS
Executive finally succeeded in persuad-
ing its membership to accept negotiation,
not direct action, as a means to solve
the dispute. The strikes disintegrated.

A few years ago and the dispute
could have continued without the inter-
ference of the courts. Now the unions
will not challenge the courts in fear
of sequestration - they have totally for-
saken the right to escalate a dispute
or generalise it on a countrywide level.

This was not to be the case though
with the healthworkers. Their dispute 1s
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as much about pay as it is political (eg
the disintegration of the Health Service).
Workers from different unions united In
taking strike action - albeit on a limited
basis - and rank and file members took
the lead in calling wildcat actions in areas
all round the country. Throughout the
month of February, and continuing into
March, there have been a series of one
day strikes, unofficial stoppages, protests,
demonstrations, and sympathetic actions.
The Government, on this occasion, has
been scared to step in and put an end

to the action because of the weight of
public support for the healthworkers.

At the same time, though, it has relied
on the healthworkers unions, such as
COHSE and NUPE, to ensure that the
action is restricted to one-day, or even

a few hours, stay-aways. And of course
the no-strike Royal College of Nurses
has done its utmost to persuade its
membership not to take strike action

- and largely it has succeeded.

Nevertheless many hospitals throughout
the country have been affected in one way
or another. Perhaps one of the most
heartening pieces of news was that con-
cerning two nurses from Leeds who
decided to hand out leaflets outside
nearby Frickley colliery: miners there
decided that this constituted a picket
line, and refused to cross it with all
the miners at the pit taking strike action,
in sympathy, for half a day.

One of the most militant areas was
Scotland. There healthworkers have taken
strike action over several days on different
occasions. This culminated on February
24th with a mass demonstration in
Scotland of over 35,000 healthworkers.
Regional protests and stoppages have
also taken place in the South East, in
the North West and in Wales. On March
oth more protests and demonstrations
took place and as we go to press COHSE
and NUPE are organising a one-day strike
and protest for March 14.

In spite of all this activity, however,
the Government has made it clear that
the Health Service is to be wound down.
Clearly the Government is provoking an
escalation of the industrial action.
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On this occasion, as on most occasions,

the healthworkers have deen positively
restrained: they could easily decide on
indefinite action. In Australia in 1986
the nurses in Victoria went on strike,
apart from emergency cover, for three
months - and public sympathy was still
with them right to the end (when most
of their demands were met). But there
is still significant disagreement amongst
the rank and file of healthworkers in
Britain - especially amongst the nurses -
that strike action can serve any pur-
pose. Clearly the one-day affairs haven’t
worked - neither has the behind the
scenes lobbying by the RCN and the

other unions. If nurses are worried by the

consequences of an indefinite strike, then
they should look at the general support

and sympathy they have had so far. In

pre-anti strike law days healthworkers
could have appealed to other workers to
take sympathetic action to force the
Government to meet their demands. But,
of course, such sympathetic action is
now illegal and unions are scared to
contravene the laws.

While all this has been going on there
has also been an upsurge in milit-

ancy amongst car workers. This was
perhaps provoked by the relative success
of Ford workers in getting most of
their demands met after a week long
strike. The Ford strike ended with an
improved pay offer - one that could
have been improved even further had
they stayed out longer. Union negotiators
persuaded the membership to accept
the offer, even though there were strings
attached (a reorganisation of working
conditions - a la Japanese style). Manage-
ment were clearly cornered, especially
as the strike was having a major effect

on Ford plants across Europe (the

Genk plant in Belgium was closed down,
others in West Germany were on the
way t0o0).

Despite the victory only being a mod-
est one the good news is that it inspired
car workers in other firms to follow
suit. 6000 struck at Land Rover, engin-
eers and supervisors are threatening
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strike action at Ford’s, 700 took strike
action at Renault, and 19,000 came out
at Vauxhall (returning after a few days
whe)n they had got most of their demands
met).

These strikes by car workers were all
legal under the anti-union laws - yet the
workers were still able to force their
respective managements to give way and
grant concessions. This upserge in milit-
ancy got the press speculating on a new
‘winter of discontent’ and the right-wing
think-tanks in a panic. Compared toc
disputes as they used to be they were
small-fry, but in the context of the last
few years they were indeed a demonstrat-
ion of a radical shift in how far workers
are prepared to go to regain lost ground.
The car workers’ strikes also clearly
showed that in this age of reaction
disputes can be won and management
can be sent running. The crucial quest-
ion now is what happens next?

Then there has been the industrial
action that has escalated in the coal-
fields - this time by the pit deputies,
taking cri?tpling one-day strikes that
had the effect of closing down virtually
the whole of the national industry -
something the NUM, because of scabbing,
was not able to achieve.

The militancy of NACODS, the pit
deputies’ union, has finally emerged -
three years too late! They are demand-
ing a 10% rise in pay, yet the industry
1s collapsing all around them! What use
Is a pay rise if there are no jobs? If the
pit deputies had stood with the NUM
during the 84/85 strike then by now
both unions would be in a stronger pos-
ition and the industry might not have
been decimated.

But, in the coal industry, sectionalism
still rules. British Coal has offered pit
deputies’ jobs to UDM (scabs) members

although they have yet to respond pos-
itively to this offer.

The NUM is now realistically faced
with the problem that alone it cannot
challenge the bosses. With the support

of NACODS it can at least close down
most of the pits. In the unlikely event of

UDM members coming to their senses

and taking into account the interests of
the industry as a whole, then the miners
can close all the pits. But with the ind-
ustry depleted as it is, after 2 years of
massive pit closures, and now with major
customers such as the CEGB threatening
to buy cheaper coal from abroad, then
the miners and all who work in the
industry have little choice but to turn

to sympathetic action by those In
related - and even non-related - indust-
ries. As long as cheap coal can be imported
into the country unimpeded then the
coal bosses can always rely on scabs to
defeat any national dispute. Clearly an
alliance must be sought between miners
and dockworkers as well as TGWU

workers in the docks, and the NUS,

to establish a blockade against imports
in protection of the industry as a whole.
And any alliance, by its very nature,
must be two-way, or even three way.

Continue« on page 9.

Free Omori Meeting

Sat, March 26, 7.30pm at Conway Hall,

Red Lion Square, London WC1 - talk
by a member of the Omori

Support Group, Japan. Will cover cap-
ital punishment in Japan and the case
of Katsuhisa Omori. Organised by the
Anarchist Black Cross.
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LEEDS ABORTION FUND

Just recently, a fund has been set up

in Leeds for women, who need money

to help pay for abortions. The fund needs
a regular flow of money so please help

by sending donations to the address
below. Also women who need financ-

ial help for abortions, get in touch.
Correspondence to: Leeds Abortion

E‘é’fd’ c/o Box 32, 52 (Call Lane, Leeds

THE ROAD SHOW OF
LES MIS ERABLES

A young Frenchman, despairing of finding
food for his hungry brothers and sisters, stole
a loaf of bread and was sentenced to a term 1n
the galleys, which outlasted dramatic changes
of regime. Victor Hugo made it into an epic
novel, which was sneered at in modern times
as being melodramatic, until recently 1t got
changed into a hit musical.

Even while the musical is rocking them in
for years ahead, a man who served fifteen
years of a life sentence for stealing something
like 35p—armed with a starting pistol—lost
his appeal for compensation. Robert Weeks,
17 when. the judge said ‘an indeterminate
sentence’ would be merciful, as the Home
Secretary could then let him out any time, 1s
now 38 and asked for compensation, since
without this quality of mercy the most he
would have got would have been three years.
He’s been to Strasbourg and the High Court
to no gvail—this is the stuff of Statism.

ANOTHER APOLOGY

Sorry for another delayed issue. Usual
problems. To make up for it we have
made this issue bigger. Donations and
offers of practical help will ensure
regular frequency.

Black Flag Collective.

ANARCHO-QUIZ

1. What had Frederick II of Prussia and
Philip III of Spain in common?

2. The terrorists of the 19th century,
who had little in common with the
word as used today, are often described
as ‘bearded Russians’—but was this
true?

3. H. B. Warner played a very convent-
1ional Jesus Christ in the silent film
“The King of Kings’—but who wanted
to play it and would have been so
original he scared the studio?

4. What American, brought up as a
Christian pacifist, admonished
Anthony Eden, at the time of Suez
War, for ‘accepting force as a necess-
ary method of dealing with inter-
national relations’?

§. What was Lenin’s reaction when
informed in Switzerland of the Russian
Revolution?

6. What did the revolutionary socialist
Victor Grayson, hope of the left when
MP for Colne Valley before the First
World War, do after it?

ANSWERS TQ QUIZ ON PAGE 8
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RIGHT TO SURVIVAL- Before and After

Selby.

The decision by the Central Electricity
Generating Board (CEGB) not to go
ahead with an experiment at the Traws-
fynnyd nuclear power plant in Wales
proved a remarkable victory for a whole
regional army of anti-nuciear community

activists who mobilised to ward off this
threat.

In preparation for the experiment,
(timed for February 12) teachers threat-
ened to go on strike, schools for miles
around were to be closed down and child-
ren were to be evacuated. Miners in South
Wales raised money for the evacuation
of the children. At Penallta pit, in the
Rhymney Valley, miners organised a
coach to take some of the children to
Machynlleth to see the alternative tech-
nology centre. It was also rumoured
that some of the workers at the nuclear
plant had decided to ‘go sick’ for the
day in solidarity with the community
protest.

In the end the experiment was called
off because of the widespread resistance.
Mass demonstrations and long marches
by anti-nuclear protesters over the years
have failed to stem the nuclear menace
- yet here was a victory that demonstrat-
ed clearly how powerful a community
can be when it rises up in solidarity.

Taking a leaf from their syndicalist
past the Welsh showed that nothing can
outmatch the combination of industrial
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HOME NEWS

action and community resistance. This
traditional form of organisation is alive
and well and can be called upon in times

of danger.

A recent fiscal report has shown that
with the privatisation of the Electric-
ity Industry up to 50% of pits in the
British coal industry could face closure,
with a further 60,000 jobs going. A
major factor will be the import of coal
from abroad. The Electricity industry,
after privatisation, will be able to go to
any market for cheap coal. It could mean
that within 12 months the coal industry
will be reduced to employing only 50,000
miners (as compared to the 1979 figure
of 230,000 miners.).

A research paper commissioned by
the National Union of Miners has fore-
cast even worse consequences. Accord-
ing to the paper the overall effect of
the privatisation and the reduction of
pits will mean that a total of 200,000

jobs in related industries (eg Rail and

Engineering) will go. In the longer term
with the claw-back in consumption the
NUM foresee the complete shutdown of
the Coal industry in Scotland, the North-
East, North Derbyshire and Kent. The
only coalfield that would remain intact
would be the Nottinghamshire area,

which has the highest investment, and one

“or two ‘super pits’ , such as the one at
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These may sound like exaggerated fore-

bodings, but previous predictions by the
NUM have proven correct.

With this level of massive job cuts

its in the interest of workers in all the
affected industries to unite together

and fight this decimation as one. Already
there have been boasts of tactie~! all-
iances between the NUM, NACODS,

the NUS, the TGWU, ASLF, and the
NUR, bringing together seafarers, dock-
workers, railworkers, and mineworkers.

But how seriously can these claims
be taken? It would certainly make sense

if workers in these industries were to

take industrial action in concert. The

effect of such concerted action would

be much more than the rescue of the
Coal industry, it would mean the coll-
apse of the Government, its anti-union
legislation, and the re-emergence of union
militancy.

If the union executives havn’t got the
will to organise and implement such
a grand alliance, then it’s up to the rank
and file to do it instead.

At some point the tide has got to
turn - leave matters too late and there
won’t be any unions or workers organ-
isation_- apart from the no-strike ‘sweetheart
unions - to fight back. The warning signs
are there.

THE TROT SETS IN

Marx placed his hopes on a mass party of the
workers led by middle-class intellectuals.
Lenin, despairing of leading the ‘mass party’,
had the notion of calling his minor party the
mass party (Bolsheviki) and breaking from
the majority party which he labelled the
minority party (Mensheviki). Trotsky did not
want to take such a gamble and stayed within
the bigger party until the last moment, when
other events had made Lenin’s party the
bigger.

Trotsky pursued this policy of a cuckoo
within the nest, remaining in the Bolshevik
Party after Stalinism, as a minor functionary,
until expelled. With the creation of a cult of
Trotsky, originating with Max Eastman, the
US writer, a limbo of Trotskyist parties have
existed basically as cuckoos within the nest
(or fifth columns?) Stalin alleged this led to
treason and economic sabotage on behalf of
the fascist powers within the Soviet Union,
but as he blamed everything on to it, his
claims were naturally suspect and we shall
never know what grains of truth there were in

~ them.
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Trotskyist parties in England have always
been vehicles for political corruption, some of
which is not legally accounted as such. For
instance the manipulation of students union
funds which have supported such a fringe trot
party as the SWP is perfectly legal and only
from a working class point of view can it be
held as corrupt. The State 1§ subsidising a
Marxist takeover of working class traditions.
Tories are divided as to whether to stop this or
encourage it!

Derek Hatton in Liverpool acts on behalf of
Militant—the organisation which has at least
fulfilled Lenin’s prophetic view that they
should ‘support the Labour Party, as a rope
supports a hanged man’ (they have also made
the word ‘militant’ stink)—and the
accusations of municipal corruption will
reverberate in the courts for months to come.
Meanwhile his Litigant Tendency pursues the
road to socialism by suing the Labour Party
1t 18 trying to rid itself of the municipal smell
of jobbery.

In Newcastle the bankruptcy of John
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Poulson—from which Reginald Maudling,
the Tory Minister, managed to extricate
himself -involved his minor municipal
associates, as the bribery and dealing came
out, and the Labour leader of Newcastle
council, T. Dan Smith. Was T. Dan Smith
really a Labour man? He was then (and still
1s) a Trot who had come into the LLabour nest
and proceeded to foul it. The vision of a
‘Venice of the North’ (with motorways
replacing canals) soon went sour when the
would-be Doge went to jail. The economic
mismanagement of Newcastle would have
been accounted economic sabotage 1n the
‘workers fatherland’ (as trots still reckon
Russia) and T. Dan Smith would have been
rotting in a Siberian grave long since, no
doubt accounted one of Stalin’s innocent
victims, as perhaps he was Maudling’s.

POST OFFICE BID FOR POLL TAX

The announcement that Post Office
Counters - a division of the Post Office
- has bid for the collection of Poll Tax
payments to get more business and save
the Government costs on collecting has
failed to spell out the longer-term im-
plications.

Currently post offices are being com-
puterised, with terminals being installed
at counter positions for all main post
offices. As stated in an earlier issue of
Black Flag these terminals are designed
to be connected to the DHSS computer
system and possibly the Driver & Vehicle
Licensing Centre computer system. It t
mitght not even stop there!. The post
office computers therefore have the
potential to check off Poll Tax payments
against stored data in other government
computers - direct, with immediate

verifiability. Other stored data, if accessed,

could be used as a means of checking
off non-payees.

In this way post offices could well
become the High Street version of
Big Brother, and I/D checks. So far
there has been no reaction from Post
Office employees to the plan. Will they
collaborate or will they join the growing
community resistance to the tax?

In Scotland, where the Poll Tax is
to be introduced first, already a growing
number of anti-Poll Tax groups have
sprung up to help organise community
resistance and a mass boycott. One
such group is advocating sabotage by
spoiling the Registration form. The
Labour Party is getting in on the act
through its ‘Stop It!’ campaign, which
proposes open refusal, but Labour Party
leaders are privately hoping that the
Poll Tax goes ahead in the hope that
the Tories will be discredited and lose
the next General Election.

All around Scotland groups have been
set up suggesting out-right resistance,
non-registration and a complete boycott.
Registration begins in April.
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NEW CRUISE MISSILES COMING

Up to 60 additional F-111 jets, capable
otP carrying air-launched Cruise missiles,
are planned for the UK nuclear arsenal.
They are likely to be based at Upper
Heyford and/or Lakenheath air bases.

The air-launched Cruise missile is
more accurate than the ground-launched
type, which are allegedly being scrapped
under the INF ment. The air-
launched missile would effectively replace
the ground-launched types at Greenham
Common and Molesworth.

The arsenal could be further added
to with the deployment of sea-launched
Cruise missiles, which are also not cov-
ered by the INF agreement, and which
have been referred to as possible replace-
ments in recent statements by the Min-
istry of Defence.

Q & A ON ANARCHISM

Q—Is revolution and insurrection necessarily
part of anarchism—or is yours the only true
version—and if it 1s, how come you're legal?

A—As we live under Statism and capitalism,
both must be abolished if we are to have a
non-statist and non-capitalist society—we
think that is obvious. If there is an alternative
view of anarchism, as is suggested, it can
only be a a sci-fi vision of a planet without
this one’s pre-history. Just as the sneer, ‘If
you re so clever why ain't you rich’ is really a
capitalist-populist assertion that wealth is
caused by intelligence. The barb in this tail is
the assumption that liberties are granted by
governments, not taken from them.
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