d\’.
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The Government is reportedly looking
at the Coal and Ferries industries to see
if threats of industrial action can be
stemmed by introducing individual
contracts to employees.

In particular the Government wants to rid the

Coal industry of NACODS, the pit deputies’
union, which it sees as being all-powerful in
bringing the coal industry to a standstill. One
plan 1s to offer individual contracts to
deputies while encouraging the UDM, the
scab union, to pitch for pit deputies’ jobs. A
similar strategy 1s being designed for
seafarers.

The UDM meanwhile has got problems of its

own. I'he other week British Coal announced
the closure of two more pits—one of which is
Manstield Colliery, in the heart of UDM
territory. and which was promised by former
Coal chiet, Ian MacGregor, as guaranteed to
stay open until at least the next century. The
UDM are due to vote on whether to accept the
closure—which 1s expected, especially as all
the miners affected have been promised
nearby relocation.

while a rebellion within the ranks of the UDM

1s unlikely—although 1n the long run they face
the same cut-back problems of NUM
members, despite the traditional
favouritism—the majority union, the NUM, 1s
turning outside the industry for support. One
idea being aired 1s that of an energy-based
super union. And appeals for such a
collaboration have been coming from another
direction too. Recently union representatives
of nuclear power workers have been making
noises to the NUM about a possible united
energy strategy—except what the nuclear
power workers really want 1s to ‘conserve’
the nuclear power industry, which they see as
being threatened by the privatisation of the
Electricity industry. For this reason they feel
a common energy policy is likely to ensure
that cut-backs are minimised. They also want
to get wider industrial support for
themselves—something they were loathe to
give when the miners asked for solidarity
during the 84/85 dispute.

The rail unions have also been approached by

the NUM with a view to possible
collaboration. They too will soon be facing a
massive attack. British Rail plans to introduce
a new system of negotiations with the unions.
This will involve trade union representatives
having to negotiate directly with local
managers, with no right to bring in regional
or national union negotiators. The implication
of this is that disputes will become localised
and any attempt to tie them in with similar
disputes elsewkere in the industry will be
prevented by legal action. Effectively this
could mean the.end of national disputes,
creating legal precedents for other industries
100.

This of course |
with the Ferry wed
attempt merely (. ‘
led to the courts sequestration of
the entire assets _5. The dispute
therefore continued at a local level only, and
against one employer—P & O at Dover. The
arguments that cut-backs and the erosion of
safety standards within the industry generally
held no sway m the courts, which were
determined to limit strike action.

The continuatio.,. “this trend generally
would be catastr or all unions and all
WOTrKers. |

None of this that secondary action 1s
not possible—oi zal when and 1f the
government or emjg.oyers decide that
tactically they can afford to take the unions to
court. In the middle of last month, at the time
of the Budget, thousands of workers took
illegal secondary action, without a ballot, In
support of Health workers. And —~Azipart from

\-=3dy what has happened
Yispute. Their
a national dispute
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ONE BIG UNION OR

Wollt yard in Belfast and dockers at Tilbury,
Bristol and London took strike action. At one
collhiery—Littleton in Staffordshire—150
miners walked out after being addressed by a
solitary nurse. Other strike action took place
in Cardiff, Birmingham, Nottingham,
Leicester, Coventry and Leeds. All this was
secondary action, taken in disregard of the
law.

The threat of court action was there all the
time, but 1t was the massive response of trade
unionists taking unofficial action that made
court action unfeasible. When workers act
together the courts are powerless. When they

MASS

Spreading up the industrial Rhineland to
Hamburg in the north east, the West German
police moved on December 18 against the
feminist movement critics of genetic
engineering and State immigration policy.
200 Federal officers assisted by local police
carried out raids on 33 addresses. They claim
the sweep was to unearth the activities of ‘Red

RAIDS

act alone then they can be picked off. The
support for the Health workers was the
nearest we have come- to a general strike for a
long time. It wasn’t a general strike of course,
but 1t demonstrated clearly what can be done.
For the Health workers, the miners, the ferry
workers, the rail workers, and all workers
who are fighting back, united action is the
only way forward. And that means creating a
common organisation for mutual solidarity,
whether the unions have got the initiative or
not. Without such a common organisation,

controlled by the rank and file, there is no real
hope.

B ———— e ————— S ——————————————————————e e ——
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scientific material relating to genetic
engineering, pre-natal diagnosis and
reproductive technology research.

After the raids in Hamburg, Ulla Penselin, a

well known feminist activist, was still under

NONE

RESISTANCE

NOT THE SAME
BULLSHIT AGAIN

Paul Lashmar and Arlen Harris,
reporters for the Observer, have come
out with a scary story (April 10) about
the ‘growth in support for anarchism’.
It would be nice if some of their
remarks were true, and not just
booze-induced. They say that there are
now ‘tens of thousands of young people
who describe themselves as anarchists’
(wasn’t it a decade ago the Sunday
Telegraph thought it saw anarchist
newspapers being sold at every
bookstall, giving ‘hundreds of causes’
for young anarchists to join?) This
precious pair say they know two
anarchists who were responsible for
throwing the concrete block through
Neil Kinnock’s window (and are
presumably guilty of aiding and
abetting by concealing that identity?)
but in general rely on the Economic
LLeague hand-out used months ago by
Jamie (‘I’ll have to ask my dad’)
Dettmer in the Sunday Telegraph and
later by the Guardian rewrite team.
Animal liberationists are equated with
anarchists because a few are; the DAM
Is dragged in as ‘the most organised..
with 200 members’ (out of tens of
thousands?). Black Flag isn’t attacked
(because the Economic League avoided
direct mention, inventing the
Hurricane Group) but the story that
‘prominent businessmen’s homes and
¢ars’ have been attacked after
‘anarchist publications’ (us) gave their
home addresses, stems from the
Economic League’s cowardice and
bullying—it has been fingering workers
for fifty years, leading to starvation,
sacking, violence and blackmail—we
published the addresses of their
members and they haven’t stopped

screaming blue murder and terrorism

since!

They refer to the squatters paper Crowbar
(not having noticed it’s a year since it last
appeared) but at least it’s an advance on
Martyn Harris in the Daily Telegraph who
thought the Anarchist revolution in Spain was

. still on, a year ago.

Needless to say, Class War (sells 20.000
copies’!) which believes 1n telling the press
what it wants to hear 1s specially singled out.
But there is a statement—attributed to Andy
Murphy correctly or not—that makes it plain
they do not call themselves anarchists and
‘have grown our own political theory . No
matter!

You’ll be glad to know that “Special Branch
has six full-time officers monitoring
anarchists in the capital’. What do they do all
day? Bum up expenses? Since baby Jamie
started it off they’ve been reported
watching—surely, if true, they'd have found
(or left) something by now?

LORA’

and genetic technology. Ingrid (35), 1s
familiar in many households after seven years
as a journalist with Emma, a widely circulated
monthly. She had almost completed a book on
women’s armed resistance to Nazism and
Fascism (which she intends to finish behind

arrest, charged with membership of a terrorist
organisation. On December 20, in Cologne,
Ingrid Strobl was also arrested. The

bars, with the approval of her publisher).

Both women are denied bail and confined

under special political prisoners’ regulations
which includes the now familiar *white
torture’ technique (isolation; and restrictions

authorities now announce they have ‘cracked
two cells’ of Red Zora and later bulletins
announce a search for four more ‘terrorists at

Zora', a feminist women’s guerrilla network.
Streets were sealed off, police forced their
way, arins drawn, into women's homes,

rail workers at Kings Cross—were not taken
to court. This secondary action witnessed bus
workers. dockers, miners and engineering

workers all coming out 1n support. Two thirds family members homes, research centres and large . | | on e.xeru.se,.mdll. ld“)e;;, ;(1151;1\ al?ddb()()k )
e (\)nd()n R halicd: thettile e worknl4ces. Claimingto be acting against Ulla (36) has been running a community Theyr delemmn has not a at_ I the rai d.s ond
s[()[;pagcs in South Yorkshire too.. There was ‘terrorism’ they seized radio and video printshop for ten years and organising the feminists but harassment has increased under

| ) JE5; Aail : o | | At10n C ICY a new term ‘Probable Attack Issues .
a walkout by ship builders at the Harland & recordings, persanal mail, address books, and network exposing population control policy a ne
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ANARCH-QUIZ even balloting their members on the question
| . nl of a possible national strike within the

|. Which Head of State began his political industry has provided yet another legal
career as a trade union leader turned police precedent, with ominous forebodings.
informer; and which as a soldier turned police Elsewhere British Rail are attempting to
informer? localise all disputes. This all adds up to a

ok major redefining of the secondary strike
2. What group of people are called "tikki action laws. Ultimately the new trends set

tikki’ in Russia—and how does this racial
abuse bound back?

8 HEURES DE TRAVAIL

3. Who discovered Australia’

4. Did Goebbels really say—it sounds very
frank—that 1f you wanted to tell a lie, you had
to tell a big one as it was more likely to be

believed? ,

5. How has Prince Edward demonstrated his
father’s ideal of ‘ending 1t without fuss’ if the
people so decided?

6. Vanessa Redgrave spoke at the Young Vic
Theatre—where else?—for her new Marxist
Party’s debut, on ‘Bonapartist
Censorship’—what’s that?

REPEATED QUIZ, REPEATED
QUIZ

Dear Comrades,
After years of your never repeating Quiz

questions and my always failing to get more Easter after dreary Easter the worthy

than two answers, I was delighted to note | campaigners for nuclear disarmament plod

got "em all right for once—though they their way from Aldermaston to LLondon or the

sounded familiar. Did you perhaps repeat the other way round calling for the bomb to be

Quiz in 179 again in 180 by popular demand banned. By now some local Labour

Yours, municipalities have actually banned it and
Fred proclaimed themselves unilaterally

nuclear-free zones: for all the difference it

Eds: Pure mischance, as the Prime Minister makes a government might as well follow

sald when she pressed the nuclear attack
button instead of the bell for Denis’s noggin

Abra

James

Q & A ON ANARCHISM

Readers of the national press read of the
Q. Surely the cuts in social services, release of Mr James Abra on March 14th.
hospitals, housing, education etc. have now Who knew before that Gaddafy had for three
proved the need of the State (since when it years been holding a British engineer in jail,
withdraws its services we see we need it)? sentenced to life, on no evidence, solely for

having gone to Libya as part of his firm’s
contract work? Only readers of Black Flag.
The press were told to keep quiet for fear of
compromising the other 5,000 Britons. How
so? They had time enough to get out; nor
would even Gaddafy have reacted to criticism
of one wrongful imprisonment by jailing

A. And when there is no work we see we need
the capitalist, runs a similar argument. But in
fact State and capitalism depend on the
people, not vice versa. Having put our social
organisation in the hands of the State and our
livelihood in the hands of the industrialist,
they can deprive us of either, both, or
everything at will, to serve particular interests
or theories. —_—
Employers like to think they ‘give’ work ‘
which they select to suit themselves; State
administrators think of themselves as s q u atte rs o
‘generous’ or alternatively, ‘firm’ in dealing —
with what we produce.
[f you entrust the key of your front door to a
caretaker who is off for the night when you

A

want to get in, that doesn’t prove the We have it on good authority that a certain
caretaker is essential, even if one is wanted at trotskyist Laboyr council has developed a
that moment; it only shows the unreliability of strategy to rid itself of squatters once and for
the system. all. Never mind ancient squatters rights

fought for by the dispossessed over centuries,
this particular Labour council intends to use a

recent Tory law to eliminate the problem.

Our mole has informed us that the council is
getting legal advice in order that prominent
squatters—especially the ‘organised’

We 're sorry that the answering of letters is
running late, due to our various problems tied
up with our appearing late. We hope to sort
out matters soon: meantime we hope our

friends will bear with us.. It's all a matter of
tying up our activities with daily problems.

A non-believer in God—nor even 1n the "

S R

8 HEURES &

What To Do When The Bomb Falls

Final

HOME NEWS

(devout) soldier using ‘bad’ language in the
canteen—she objected to the words “Christ
Almighty’ thinking them obscene; an office
secretary protesting at ‘foul’ language when a
(devout) person threatened with court
proceedings for embezzlement swore (as he
would have had to do if charged) ‘by the
living Jesus’; and a burly policeman being so
offended, during the miners’ strike, at the
words ‘Jesus Christ have mercy’ that he
charged the offender with using ‘insulting
words’.

‘Taking the Lord’s name in vain’ applies to
the secret name ‘Jehovah’ (still dreaded by

Widened

could lead to a ban on all sympathetic action,
even between one work place and another in
the same industry. The real goal, though, 1s to

get the courts to ban any form of industrial
action where solidarity is threatened. An
individual in dispute with the boss seeking
support from other workers in the workplace:
even this can be construed as ‘illegal’

secondary action.
The signs are there for all to see. The cult of

8 HEURES DE LOISIRS
PE REPGS

suit, for surely no one believes that “banning’
the bomb will stop it being used. Once the
ban-the-bomb campaign was the focus for the
student revolt, but all that has done 1s to usurp
the working-class struggle.

The institutionalisation and trivialisation of
the ban-the-bomb struggle perhaps obscures
the fact that, however remote their solutions,
the evil they point to 1s ever present with us.

Released

5,000. The truth was the Government didn’t
want to scare them; nor to prevent business
people going to Libya or sending workers
there.

We published the case in Black Flag; we
can take no further credit. A reader wrote to
Ron Brown, MP for Leith, who was involved
In efforts to free another prisoner, and who
seemed to have sympathy for the regime. Ron
Brown replied on House of Commons
notepaper that he knew nothing of the case;
and the reader wrote to us. When Mr Brown

B ———— e — —

Solution?

ones—can be targeted and evicted not
through the usual court procedure but as a
result of a legal precedent established during
the police attack on the ‘hippy’ convoy. This
legal precedent involved the amended
Irespass law, applied as part of the Public

Order Act. It meant that if one lot of travellers

were prosecuted for trespass, another lot with
obvious associations could also be summarily
dealt with. The argument is that of linkage.

BLACK FLAG PAGE2

orthodox Jews). Protestant nannies draw the
line at Jesus.

Can the Post Office take another view on
this occasion from the BBC? Auntie Beeb is
concerned with ‘bad language’ and 1s
‘re-assessing’ policy on what is ‘acceptable’
in daytime programmes.,Michael Green,
controller of Radio 4, is calling for a “seminar
on bad language’ which intends to decide how
much robust English used in Shakespeare and
the Bible is acceptable or offensive to the
nation’s nannies. Will the graphic description
of the plight of a stricken city be rendered
more acceptable by altering the “Word of
God’ to ‘they shall drink their own wee-wee
and eat their own No.2’?7 Who knows,
someone may suggest Jesus Christ should be
confined to late-night religious programmes
... unless they’re low on cash, perhaps”

-— e — - | ——ne

the individual should rule, according to this
prevailing government. And if the courts do
succeed in stemming, or even banning, all
forms of solidarity action then the unions will
in turn be redefined out of existence, as they
will then be little more than rubber stamps,
Insurance brokers, etc.

Of course that’s providing that there 1s no
united resistance to these changes—and it
must be said that so far that has not happened.
All workers in all industries will be affected
by these changes and therefore it 1s common
sense that the fight back should not be
sectional.

In our last issue we referred to the right to a

general strike and demonstrated how that
right no longer exists in the UK. The recent
legal precedents now confirm that there 1s no
longer a right to organise strike action within

an industry, let alone across a country. Before
it’s too late these laws have to be smashed and

the rights we have lost regained. Waiting until
the rot sets in totally will be too late—by then
we will be under an open dictatorship with a
submissive populace too intimidated by
threats of criminalisation to be able to do

much about 1t. .
While the unions refuse to organise any

resistance that only leaves the option of a
rebellion within the labour movement 1n order
that combative unionism will emerge once
again.

Some this year were saying that “glasnost’ has
opened a whole new era. Perhaps (though
doubtful). But most States can use the bomb.
[t cannot be disinvented. Nuclear power,
whether beneficial or-disastrous, opens a new
field that the world cannot turn aside from:
whether by using it for construction or
destruction. Some claim that nuclear power
can be beneficial: others that it must always
be harmful, but nobody disputes that it can be
used for total destruction and that dangers
always exist for near-total destruction by
accident, and that the world lives under mass
terror which 1t chooses to ignore (or go mad).

——————————

was told, he raised 1t with Gaddaty, and Mr
Abra was released under a general amnesty.

. We are not all that grateful to Gaddafy—after

all, 1t’s easy for dictators to grant
amnesties—Franco was always doing it—for
people who shouldn’t have been locked up in
the first place. But we are pleased of the
outcome of the case: though we never met Mr
Abra and only knew of him through a
fellow-worker’s wife.

Sadly, Mrs Abra was not there to welcome
her husband home. In a depressed state after
his imprisonment, she confined herself to her
own home, and sat behir * ‘'rawn blinds. A
tew months ago, watchui,. __ avision for news
that never came, it suddenly exploded: the
shock brought on a fatal heart attack.

Now the council in question—we-cannot name
it for fear of revealing our mole—wants to not
only use the linkage faetor to get rid of
squatters—and this is already done more
widely through restitution . ders—but to evict
the squatters via the Public Order Act, on
grounds of trespass. The long term aim of the
council—and presumably other councils will
follow suit—is to eradicate squatting
altogether by arguing that most squatting is
done through mutual aid and is therefore by
association. Already we know of one group of
squatters who have received summary "
execution of an eviction order in this way.

Anancient right is being lost with the
conSequence that the homeless will be tripled.
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