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why Ministers are proposing to give 
magistrates additional powers in 
supervising post-sentencial behaviour.

It is desired to keep custody for more 
serious offences, but not because there is 
any objection to custody other than its 
expense. The open, privately-run, prison 
will net in far more, and can be extended 
to handcuff the whole population. It can 
be seen immediately what this will mean: 
to scapegoat sections of the community, 
say Black youth, subject to the 
mercenary, soldier type, moron. It is a 
bleak prospect for everyone, but one 
either has to despair or submit. Ultimately 
all such schemes depend on acceptance 
and obedience: it makes, at first, for an 
easier life if you give way but it leads 
directly to death. No law can be 
permanently enforced if it is universally 
hated and/or despised. One may not be 
able to prevent laws being passed by 
parliament, administered by the courts 
and enforced by the police. Why accept 
the media hype, though, that this is 
democracy? The price of liberty is called 
resistance.

ft 

ft 
ft 
ft

sometimes the same people, and always 
people with the same inclinations, as the 
fascist organisations (which are nowadays 
often a feeble imitation) recruiting only 
the throw-outs who have not been able to 
put their authoritarian impulses to 
pensionable employment, such as the 
State services, or profitable use in the 
private sector.

A quasi-official security force, backed 
by law and able to use the State police as 
a fall-back, is the exact equivalent of the 
Nazi guards during the Weimar Republic.

Many people will think that criminals 
deserve no better and that concentration 
camp tacics are good enough for them — 
thus tacitly agreeing with those who see 
the political potentialities of a 
commercialised prison/police force, which 
can afford to despise the inconsequential 
fascist organisations since they will have in 
hand the most powerful weapon since
Hitler.

But this is not to be all. Just as cars can 
now in places be ‘clamped’ for illegal 
parking, so offenders (eventually suspects 
or dissidents?) may be restricted by 
electronic monitors. The way to 
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The Government once denied wanting to 
privatise prisons (their plans to .do so have 
been outlined in Black Eag but when 
politicians say ‘never’ they are already 
thinking ‘when?’ In a Green Paper on 
sentencing, ministers propose a ‘new 
national organisation, separate from the 
probation service, to run a series of 
toughened-up sentences’ which could 
contract out services from private security 
firms. .

] Private contracting firms who run their 
own prison systems exist in the USA: the 
most notorious were in Georgia, with the 
chain gangs of slave labour from 
sentenced offenders. Legislation for 
principal law chiefs to appoint sheriffs’ 
officers and contract out powers of arrest 
to private firms has long existed in Britain 
(though now chiefly used in action for 
debt, eviction and sequestration). Who 
would the contractors be in British 
‘alternative’ prisons? They would be the 
people who run security firms.

All security firms have a notorious 
record politically. They have been used in 
action against squatters and for 
blacklegging purposes. They attract 
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The irony rs that this 'pay for w iat 
yo« g*’’ philosophy will be applied to 
voting itxlf. and so for some will be 
a form of disenfranchisement. All 
those on the Electoral Regnier will 
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handcuffing everybody.

Electronic monitoring as an alternative 
to prison opens the way to a greatly 
extended variety of offences, now 
impossible to enforce. We have seen how 
this can work when trade unions going 
about their normal business can have their 
funds sequestrated for failing to restrain 
members from picketing: with electronic 
monitoring the members themselves could 
directly be ‘restrained.’

There is also fine talk of 'greater use by 
the courts of compensation orders and 
more work to repay the community’: the 
enormous frauds upon the public in the 
Stock Exchange and the City generally 
will not be ‘compensated’ for by major 
company directors going to work to sweep 
up community halls, nor will they be 
expected to — this will be the sort of 
punishment for minor offenders, who will 
thus be compelled to undercut already low 
paid workers with forced labour. 
Financiers will only give up a fraction of 
the wealth they have made and will in no 
way undermine the City’s stability.

The imposition of the poll tax will 
create a host of new offences, which is 
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NF has some vain hope of getting guns so 
they can wreak terror too.

Bigots and fascists on the streets of 
Exeter will prove a nightmare for the 
good people of Devon, particularly if that 
other terror group, the IRA, has thoughts 
about deploying its equally indiscriminate 
violence on the streets. Much better to 
allow the bigots to be confronted by the 
people who live there themselves and 
their sympathisers, who know the best 
sort of medicine to give them.

The Orange Order are marching on 
September 17th. For more information 
about the counter demonstration, contact: 
Plymouth Anarchists, PO Box 105, 
Plymouth.

The National Front and other fascist 
groups have threatened to converge on 
Exeter to celebrate the 300th anniversary 
of the landing of William of Orange. They 
say they will be joining representatives of 
the Orange Order.

The NF are trying to link themselves 
with any cause and for the past three years 
or so have been sucking up to the Loyalist 
paramilitaries, who see them as somewhat 
as a joke but are prepared to associate 
with them until they make idiots of 
themselves. As for the Orange Order, the 
bigoted fools in their bowlers and sashes 
look silly enough without an escort of 
English blockheads. Needless to say the

Commission local HQ. In Sheffield similar 
strike action took place, as also in Manchester 
where over 20 workplaces were disrupted by 
strike action.
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ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS 
(London)
All funds disbursed, £150 in hand for 
Murrays.
Received since last list: Housman’s 
collection £10, Northern ABC £3, AM 
(London) £40, Jeff (Kings Lynn) £5, Fleet 
Street Print Exiles £10.
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UNEMPLOYED FIGHT BACK 
In September the government is to launch yet 
another package of training schemes for the 
unemployed. Already there have been 
demonstrations and strikes against the new 
scheme.
In June scheme workers and unemployed 
workers occupied the Job Centre in 
Birkenhead. This lasted eight days. 
Injunctions were ignored and the police 
eventually carried out a forcible eviction. 
However the action received major coverage 
in the local press. In Merseyside generally 
there have been similar occupations. Back in 
April the Community Programme managers 
conference was disrupted and since then there 
have been at least twelve instances of 
Community Programme workplaces being 
occupied, with some even being forced to 
close down. There are now reports circulating 
that the Community Programme scheme is no 
longer on the cards as an option in 
Merseyside as a result of these occupations.

On June 15 the action in Merseyside 
intensified. This day was designated a day of 
action against the new training scheme. 
Across Merseyside a total of fifty workplaces 
were closed as a result of strike action by 
scheme workers. 3000 demonstrators 
marched on the Manpower Services

quite large donations, usually from people 
thinking ‘such a lunatic is going to split the 
other side’s voters’. How refined to get 
both sides thinking this! A candidate 
styling himself ‘Anti Left Wing Fascist' is 
ambiguous enough to achieve this.

One con-man, now deceased, made a 
minor profession of not standing for 
by-elections: he collected as much as he 
could in election funds, and when it came 
to putting down a deposit, he withdrew in 
protest at the parliamentary farce. It is not 
as lucrative a profession as mainstream 
politics and can only be put at the level of 
selling rubber hammers, but it is as much 
of a humbug as parliamentary candidacy 
for real.

Black Flag finances since our last 
balance sheet State of Play on 20th 
July 88.
Sales and subs to date £624.86
Donations* £673. 59

The compilation of the Poll Tax register 
will include all available files: eg, library 
records, national insurance records, tax 
records, DHSS files, Rates records, files 
held by the Phone, Electricity and Gas 
people, as well as the Electoral Roll and 
information obtained by the Census. Add 
all this together and 99% of all people can 
be traced. But whereabouts is just the 
beginning — the combination of all this 
information can produce a comprehensive 
picture on everyone’s life history, good 
and bad. That Racal are doing this job 
now, in the lead-up to the Poll Tax, is no 
coincidence.

That Poll Tax registrars will be 
marrying data banks together to trace 
people will complement this job. Once the 
Poll Tax registry is complete then it can be 
sold as a commodity. It will also be made 
public for people to make corrections. We 
note that the Post Office has already 
offered a computerisation facility to local 
authorities should they wish the register to 
be fully postcoded. This facility can 
include ‘flagging’ whereby entries can be

Total £1095.06
Believe it or not, Balance £203. 39 
Almost looks as if we came out in the 
black but this is due to the fact that we 
haven’t yet paid our last few printers' 
bills—the amount in hand will soon 
disappear! We have also reduced our 
debit balance from £5347.60 to £5099.36. 
So our existence is spared for another, 
time at least: it still remains that the only 
way to make a revolutionary paper pay for 
itself is not to produce it. Thanks anyway 
to our friends who have already 
responded to our appeal for funds. Keep 
it up.
*Donations:
London: JG £30, JW £60, A & P £70, 
benefit gig(Dept. DAM) £80, P £1, 
Cardiff EM £10; Shrewsbury W £20, R 
£50; Norwich DAM £30; Bolton As £25, 
RC £50; Corby A £24; Cork RC £14, 
Surrey BBFC £1, LD £30, SB £5; Ruislip 
GL £15; Barnet CB £5; Toronto ABC 
£50; Germany HD £20; Chesterfield SW 
£4; Denmark JML £50; anon £20; odds 
£9.59

BLACK FLAG-BLACK CROSS 
BM HURRICANE, LONDON WC1N 3XX
Published, typeset and layout by 
BLACK FLAG COLLECTIVE 
Printed by Aidgate Press El
SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Inland: 12 issues £6, 6 issues £3. 
Europe: (except Finland - sent 1st 
Class): 12 issues £10, 6 issues £5. 
Rest of World: Surface - 12 issues 
£10, 6 issues £5; Airmail - 12 issue? 
£15, 6 issues £7.50.
Prisoners free on request; non­
earners free on receipt of sae’s 
or postage.
Giro account no. Black Flag
58 552 4009.
For a social system based on mutual 
aid and voluntary co-operation - 
against State control and all formr 
of government and economic re­
pression. To establish a share in 
the general prosperity for all - the 
breaking down of racial, religious, 
national and sex barriers - and to 
fight for the life of one world.

In addition to the state’s Big Brother 
network being run by the defence 
contractors, Racal, it now seems that most 
state held files in relation to the Poll Tax 
will be available, at a price, to any firm 
that cares to check up on the citizenry. 
Matching the various data banks that will 
be on offer will become big business. One 
firm — CCN Systems — is the 
established market leader, providing 
ready-made files to firms, particularly in 
the direct mail business. Credit companies 
will want to get involved. Other major 
buyers of this commodity will include 
vetting agencies/blacklisters, private 
investigators, employers, banks, etc. Lists 
will be produced with different options. 
For example, everyone in a certain street, 
or neighbourhood. Or people with certain 
lifestyles (identified by housing type). Or 
any other pattern. All of this, to a limited 
extent, is already available, but with the 
advent of the Poll Tax, more data can be 
added on to produce more complex 
details. The buyer will be able to specify 
exactly what or who they are looking for.

The result of the Kensington by-election 
was of passing interest. The Tory got in by 
the slight margin of eight hundred out of 
some 18,000 votes cast (and this is hailed 
as a confirmation for the poll tax) — in a 
constituency lumping together the old rich 
and the new poor in equal electoral 
proportions; the SDP and the Liberals 
pooled about as much as the Liberals used 
to do and the fun run candidates shared 
the usual rag bag of odd votes.
Why do they do it?

Some, like Mrs Payne standing on a 
platform of brothel keeping is beautiful, 
do it to advertise their wares. So, too, the 
ageing rock star Screaming Lord Sutch — 
in for the count since 1945 and otherwise

X

Total £673.59
Since compiling the above, a large and 
welcome response has come in — details 
next time.

ANARCHO-QUIZ
L What saint is (jocularly) supposed to 
have wanted to fight for anarchism?
2. Where did most of the casualties in the 
revolutionary storming of the Moscow 
Winter Palace take place?
3. What British political party attached 
importance to the excesssive distribution 
of body and pubic hair?
4. Eastwood, Nottinghamshire, is known 
as the home of D.H.Lawrence — but for 
which revolution should it be better 
known?
5. The local Australians were amazed to 
find women (as they deemed the wigged, 
powdered and clean-shaven British 
officers to be) giving orders to men in 
chains. How did the captain of the first 
expedition to settle convicts demonstrate 
civilised ways?
6. Her Majestys' Privy Council is the 
highest constitutional authority, above 
Parliament, consisting of the most 
distinguished citizen’s of the realm — 
what are its noble origins?
Answers to quiz on page 8

£
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unknown. To buy Such publicity would 
cost thousands.

Some people stand to advertise a cause, 
giving credence to the parliamentary farce 
because they believe in it. They do not get 
votes because parliamentarism is decided 
by the class media — means of persuasion 
(which gives some a masochistic thrill). 
Once it was done in order to get 
demobilised quickly from the Army (the 
only way in which parliamentarism brings 
emancipation for soldiers as well as 
workers). There have been some who 
have made a profession of standing for 
by-elections — the interest raised by 
by-elections (in this case caused only by 
the number of fun run candidates) leads to

3 c

1

coded for ‘special interest’. The 
implications are far-reaching. Workers on 
the ‘black economy' can be traced, as also 
dole fiddlers, defaulters, political activists, 
people on the run. The system won’t be 
foolproof, but it will be difficult to beat it.

For many people, too, loans will be that 
much more difficult to obtain (because of 
verifiable data). Employers will have 
access so job profiles can be checked as 
well. Women are also worried that names 
of those staying in refuges will be made 
available, not forgetting, too, that the 
registry can show where people are living 
alone (providing opportunities for 
burglars, ex-husbands, etc.). These are all 
good reasons, in addition to the more 
widely known ones, for not filling in the 
Poll Tax form. If everyone filled it in, but 
there was a refusal to pay, the state would 
still be able to use the data to help 
compile the register. We can't do much 
about the Racal contract, but we can do 
our best to prevent the process from the 
other end.

THE APARTHEID BUSINESS
A complete list has been produced by the 
A AM of all the UK firms that have 
subsidiaries in South Africa. The more well 
known firms with business connections, like 
Barclays, face pressure to withdraw already. 
But what about the many other 
firms - some of which have just as 
important business links? No one expects 
government to order sanctions - the only 
effective sanctions would be worker initiated. 
Many workers are unaware of their 
employer's business dealings with the 
apartheid regime, because these are often 
hidden behind subsidiaries or holding 
companies. These dealings have to be given 
wider publicity.

It should be noted that according to 
estimates arrived at by the AAM " 
(Anti-Apartheid Movement) British business 
is now the largest foreign investor in South • 
Africa (accounting for 40% of all overseas 
capital in the country). Furthermore British 
financial institutions have over 7 billion worth 
of outstanding loans in South Africa - in 
this respect they are the largest lenders to 
Apartheid in the world.

A
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IWW Prison Organiser, 
Ohio State Penitentiary

At present, those of us who are forced to 
live off our State pay cannot even afford 
to supplement the garbage served to us as 
food. We cannot afford to buy personal 
hygiene articles, stamps, cigarettes or 
coffee because of the rising prices at the 
prison commissary.

□J

passengers to get off, poured petrol inside 
the carriages and set it alight. RENFE 
(Spain’s equivalent to British Rail) 
complained that the dispute has cost them 
200 million pesetas (l million) so far.

CNT REAPPROPRIATION
Common sense and justice was seemingly 
to prevail with the decision by the local 
council in Lerida to hand back the town's 
union building—sequestrated by Franco 
and given to the corporate state-controlled 
unions—to the rightful owners. But this 
wasn’t to be so: the union building was to 
be given to the phoney CNT, who had 
only two members in the whole town. The 
farce could not contine and so the real 
CNT, the CNT-AIT (the majority union 
in the town), decided to take direct 
action. The police were called to defend 
the two pretenders, while around 80 
blockaded the building. Eventually the 
real CNT took occupation. Since the 
liberation of the building it has been used 
for cultural events and union activities.

SOURCE: CNT-AI1

Thanks to the many people who helped 
out on bail money for our comrade Mario 
Innes Torres. As a result on July 12 he 
was released from Alcalca Meco prison. 
He was originally arrested in October 
1987 in Finland where he had sought 
refuge after police attacks and threats 
from the notorious state-funded GAL 
(SpanishFrench death squad set up by 
state forces in collaboration with the 
far-right). He faces charges relating to the 
resistance against Franco in the early 70’s.

Now he is free he is back to square one: 
the death squads could still get him if he 
doesn’t go underground, which 
presumably he is forbidden to do as part 
of his bail conditions. One way or another 
he may have to take drastic action once 
again if he is to stay alive.

SOURCE: ANA

WE HAVE ALWAYS LIVED IN 
RUINS
In Barcelona around fifty young 
libertarians have started to collectivise 
unused buildings and land to set up 
anarchist ateneos (social/cultural centres). 
As we go to press the old Metal-Mazda 
factory has been taken over. They fear 
eviction from the building, which has been 
left derelict for more than three years. 
The occupation has inspired other, 
similar, occupations in Barcelona. With 
the Metal-Mazda occupation wide support 
has come from the neighbourhood.
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Who operates the multi-million-dollar 
Ohio Prison Industries? We do! Without 
our labour the OPI — as well as the 
prison offices, kitchen, laundry and 
maintenance — would have to be run by 
guards. Isn't our labour worth more than 
the $12 and $40 a month we recieve now?

JAILED FOR BLASPHEMY 
Two members of the CNT-AIT, the 
anarcho-syndicalist union, have been 
sentenced to four months imprisonment 
for blasphemy. Both had previous 
convictions for the same offence. One of 
those convicted—Telesforo
Fuentes—wasn't even at the scene of the 
'crime'—an anti-religion demo in April of 
this year—but had his name listed as one 
of the demo’s organisers.

The basis of the charges were in relation 
to an offending leaflet which stated, ‘The 
Catholic Church has always supported 
kings and dictators and has clearly 
manipulated and decreed inquisitorial 
practices and declarations of war and 
conquest and spurious tax-collecting of 
fortunes and inheritances.' This leaflet 
was distributed from a car driven by the 
second victim, Jose Antonio.

Under ‘socialism' the inquisition is 
seeminly alive and well.

governmentalism. During the post-war years 
of repression the UGT collapsed and 
vanished.

Prior to the death of Franco the 
trotskyites - though with little or no 
support in Spain - carried on in Britain a 
vigorous campaign to support the UGT (the 
funds raised have never been seen since) but 
vigorously denounced the CNT ‘because it 
entered a bourgeois government' against its 
principles. Now the UGT is in the bourgeois 
government once again, which the Litigant 
Tendency here hopes to be itself, but they still 
hate the CNT.

There was a struggle within the 
international committee of the London TUC 
whether to support the Communist CC.OO or 
the UGT (which is backed by the trots, 
though it is not controlled by them). They 
eventually chose to help revive the UGT. By a 
paradox, the pro-Communist element swayed 
the decision of the TUC not to come to the aid 
of the UGT with its ‘phoney CNT take-over' 
plot - see BF 182 - as they still resent 
their failure to make the CC.OO the heirs of 
Franco's corporations. But as Felipe
Gonzalez needs the UGT to save himself from 
electoral defeat and the UGT needs someone 
ejse’s assets to save itself from bankruptcy, 
the illegal sequestration may be finally settled 
by the State saying Franco shouldn't have 
done it; and while not reimbursing the 
victims, handing over the swag to a minor 
gang of thieves in return for services 
rendered.

Spain may have been notorious for bandits 
in the past but they were models of honour 
compared with this gang, who combine the 
worst features of Labour Party type 
parliamentarism and hypocrisy with 
Francoism diluted by self-interest.

WORKERS CONNED
A surprise heading in the ‘Guardian' 
announced that Spain's ‘anarchists, whose 
forebears played a leading part in the 
strife of the 1930's, were celebrating their 
most important victory since the death of 
General Franco...’. They referred to how 
the CNT had topped the poll in elections 
for the workers committee at the SEAT 
plant in Barcelona. A victory indeed! But 
hang on...there was something odd about 
this...and so we made our usual enquiries.

The facts behind the story are as 
follows. The SEAT workers committee 
were notoriously corrupt: officials had soft 
jobs, they mixed with the bosses, were 
found to be taking bribes, with jobs being 
saved for only members of the socialist 
UGT and the Communist CC.OO. 
unions. The committee even negotiated a 
wage freeze, compulsory overtime and 
night and weekend work—not unusual for 
the works committees that had their roots 
in Franco's Spain as a means of 
controlling popular discontent. Soon the 
workers at SEAT had had enough. They 
decided to recall the committee.

At this stage five members of the 
committee—all members of the CNT 
Catalonia (a reformist split from the 
CNT-AIT)—decided to step in and take 
advantage of the situation. Leave it to us, 
they said, we'll organise a referendum to 
recall the committee. The referendum to 
which they referred was a legal 
development allowed under the Labour 
laws. The response, meanwhile, of the 
UGT and the CC.OO. to all of this was to 
try and sabotage the referendum and did 
so by using intimidation. But to no avail: 
the workers voted out the entire 
committee.

But this is where the story turns sour. 
The CNT-Catalonia, instead of 
recognising that the workforce had no 
confidence in the committee system, 
promptly stood themselves for the 
committee they had just succeeded in 
getting rid of. The coup worked, gaining 
them 17 seats on the committee, but 
leaving the workers back where they had 
started, but with a change of leaders. All 
along the real CNT (affiliated to the AIT) 
called for a complete boycott of the 
elections and for the setting up of mass 
assemblies, independent of the state (and 
management). But it was all too late.

The next story yet to be published in 
the mainstream press will be when it is 
seen how moderate and reasonable the 
‘CNT' has become, how it has apparently 
learnt from the lessons of the strife-torn 
years to be modem, how it will work 
quietly with the employers and may even 
get a post in the government (‘what a 
victory, the first for fifty years!’)...unless 
the resurgence of anarcho-syndicalism 
among the workers, grouped around the 
genuine CNT, catches them on the hop.

getting rid of the notorious workers 
committees altogether, but this was 
nipped in the bud by a false ally. Sooner 
or later, though, these committees will go 
and the workers will take control 
themselves.

ORGANISING THE
UNORGANISED
As un-united wage-slaves in prison, weare 
treated like cattle, forced to work for the 
State at ten cents an hour, and to eat food 
unfit for swine. As an organised unit of 
the IWW we can demand better wages 
and better living and working conditions; 
we can demand to be treated like human 
beings.

With union protection, we will have 
something to say about our on-the-job 
health and safety conditions.
Prisoner-workers will no longer be 
maimed and disfigured by the mushraked 
and jerryrigged machines that we are now 
forced to work on in the OPI.
Prisonerworkers will no longer have to die 
in their cells because of inadequate or 
non-existent medical treatment.

Unionisation would also put an end to 
the prison system of favouritism and 
boot-licking. As organised 
prisoner-workers, we will demand respect 
and get it. The administration will have no 
choice but to listen to our grievances and 
act on them, otherwise the prison 
industries will shut down and the prison 
bosses will have to hire more guards to 
scab on us.

• • 
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While the phoneys play at union 
elections, using the name and style of the 
anarcho-syndicalists but not their practice, 
the real CNT are using direct action, as in 
Puerto Real and countless other strikes. 
The SEAT workers took a step closer to

1 1

ALL FIRED UP
Following the announcement in late May 
that over 1500 ship-builders in Bilbao 
were to be laid off, protesting workers 
halted a train in nearby Olabeaga, invited

R LAS SECCIONES SINDICALE
LUCHA CON NOSOTROS/
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CHT ADHERIDA A LA AIT

NOBODY DIED FOR THIS
Felipe Gonzalez is under pressure to put 
at least some token workers and women 
into his government (exclusively male and 
middle-class). The only woman Minister 
in Spanish history so far was, ironically, 
the anarchist Federica Montseny, fifty 
years ago.

Luis Corcuera, of the UGT, becomes 
Minister of the Interior, while another (also 
from the UGT and a former Communist) is to 
be Minister of Culture - namely Jorge 
Semprun (described as a ‘former leader of the 
Communist underground in Madrid' - he's 
quite unknown to the anarchist resistance 
fighters, who carried on the underground 
struggle from 1939 to 1949 unabated and 
unassisted).

A new post is created for Sra Rosa Conde 
(who is to be a kind of public relations 
officer); another UGT Minister is Matilda 
Fernandez. As Minister of Social Welfare she 
will presumably handle the administration of 
pensions, to those who fought for Franco 
only, others being barred not for lack of 
goodwill (oh, no) but just for lack of funds 
(there is always Christian charity at hand, we 
are told).

The UGT thus gets into the government 
which is of course, in accord with its 
principles (though strictly speaking it is not 
exactly Labourist in the way the TUC is 
here). Originally it entered the Primo de 
Rivera dictatorship so as to strengthen its 
position against the historic CNT, the larger 
union movement. During the civil war it 
united with the CNT on the basis of 
anti-fascist opposition to Franco. Both 
entered the government - a disastrous 
course for the CNT which opposed
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