
EGISTRATION

D

0

PRIVATE KGBBRITAINS

r

I

h4
»

■o
jT"

*4

NJ
£>

PRIVATISED
POLL TAX

k
k

o

3
3

4n

Westminster Council has announced plans 
to sell off the job of registration for the 
Poll Tax. The council hopes to get a 
private sector company to organise the 
Poll Tax registration and to employ agents 
to go around houses getting the forms 
filled in. Likely candidates for taking over 
the job are security companies, market 
research firms, etc. Other councils could 
well copy Westminster council’s plan as it 
provides a getout if faced with resistance.

The privatisation of organising the 
registration of the Poll Tax payers is just 
one of three tiers involving the selling off 
of Poll Tax and related services. The 
collection of the tax money is already 
open to tender, with bidders including the 
Post Office and British Telecom. Also the 
national identity files, to which the Poll 
Tax files will be linked, have been 
reorganised within the new Government 
Data Network, which will be maintained 
by Racal Electronics, the private defence 
contractor.
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SHELL SABOTAGE
The following is taken from a handbook in 
Holland that describes the methods used 
by the anti-Shell activists.
1. THE HOSES. Use a hack saw. Watch 
out for petrol spray. The petrol nozzles 
can be taken away. Do not touch the LPG 
hoses as the escaping gas makes too much 
noise — also the gas is highly inflammable. 
Obviously do not have any naked flames.
2. PAYMENT SCREENS. These can 
painted over or broken.
3. PETROL TANKS. If you can open 

the entrances to the outlets then sugar, 
paint or other materials can be tipped in. 
Padlocks over the outlets can be broken 
with bolt cutters.
4. THE SHOP. Usual stuff: paint jobs, 
glueing, graffiti, etc.
5. FIRE. Think a lot about this. Very 
dangerous for yourself plus others (eg 
petrol station workers, passers-by, etc.). 
Not recommended unless well planned 
and where there is a guarantee of no 
injury to anyone. Best to start with the 
shop. Never go for the petrol pumps or 
tanks or LPG themselves. Avoid petrol 
stations in urban areas or near houses at 
all costs. If in doubt don't even consider. 
(The above is reprinted for no other 
reason than to provide insight into how 
the saboteurs work.)
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If the full privatisation campaign goes 
ahead it will mean that the whole Poll Tax 
project will be run by the private sector. 
From the Government’s point of view this 
ties in quite logically with the privatisation 
of local services. The long-term plan is 
that in the future if you want to take up 
local services then you will either have to 
pay for them separately or via the Poll 
Tax: either way they won't come under 
local authority control. To emphasise this 
point Westminster Council are also 
planning to privatise a vast number of 
local services such as Housing, Leisure, 
Homelessness. Any local authority 
housing will be administered by a private 
company; libraries will be run on the same 
basis. Non-profit making aspects will be 
ditched or prices increased either through 
the Poll Tax levy or through premiums. 
Under the plan if you’re homeless then 
you will be expected to go to a private 
company or charity for help. There will be 
no shortlife housing.

Westminster Council regards itself as 
the vanguard in the fight to get rid of 
municipal socialism, welfarism and public 
sector administration. The Government 
backs it all the way and hopes that other 
councils will follow the Westminster 
example. The end result will be a society 
where the vast majority of the public will 
be excluded from basic services because 
they won’t be able to afford them.

The Poll Tax is central to this 
onslaught. If its implementation can be 
defeated, then correspondingly all these 
other plans will be affected too.
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radical press, where it is taken up and then 
quoted, indirectly, by the journalist when 
the story has gained wider ground. It’s 
‘surfacing’ in reverse.

The Economic League has been 
pursuing for some time now a policy of 
‘going public’ - not really, but it’s more a 
defensive action as a result of recent 
attacks. This policy has backfired 
somewhat. Now it faces internal crises of 
its own. Journalists working for the 
mainstream press have been able to come 
up with some ‘exclusives’ on the League, 
but these have mainly ended up arguing

The liberal response to Apartheid is to go 
for mass demonstrations or day-in, 
day-out, pickets, or to campaign for 
consumer boycotts. In Holland a different 
strategy’ was chosen by activists: namely, 
direct action. The campaign escalated and 
recently one activist was given five years; 
the actions continue. The authorities now 
reportedly fear a greater backlash, and not 
just in Holland.

We examine below the direct action 
campaign in Holland, the bulk of this 
report courtesy of a correspondent in that 
country. In 1984 a group of militants 
raided the offices of the Dutch/South 
African Society in Amsterdam and threw 
half of its library in the canals. Spectacular 
actions in 1985 included the arson attack 
on the house of John Deuss, a big-time oil 
trader who helped South Africa to dodge 
the boycott, and the disruption of a South 
African promotion of a travel agency. 
Also, in August and September of that 
year a surge of actions occurred as a 
reaction to the state of emergency. Most of 
these were directed against companies with 
links to South Africa.

One spectacular action was carried out 
against a South African wine trader when 
activists dressed themselves up as fraud 
squad officers, with a false warrant, and 
raided the trader: they left with half of the 
paperwork without raising suspicion.

These actions were partly successful. 
Together with the piessure from the 
official anti-apartheid organisations, they 
forced a lot of small companies to 
withdraw from South Africa. Bigger and 
more important companies did not.

But there was one major success. As a 
result of a wellplanned fire-bomb attack, 
claimed by the, until then, unknown 
group Revolutionary Anti-Racist Action 
(RARA), a department store of the 
wholesale dealer MAKRO was completely 
burned down. Then, in May 1986, in one 
night alone 14 Shell filling stations across 
the country were sabotaged, with one 
being burned down. A month later 5 more 
Shell stations were similarly attacked. At 
the end of 1986 the RARA group hit 
again: a second department store of 
MAKRO was successfully fire-bombed. 
Four weeks later a third MAKRO store 
was hit. The total damage caused to 
MAKRO by these three attacks came to 
20,000. The owner of MAKRO, the 
Dutch multinational SHV, finally decided 
to withdraw from South Africa.

After this victory RARA decided to 
concentrate on Shell. The next wave of 
Shell actions were smaller in number and 
carried out by a co-ordinated group of 
activists - this was mainly because of

increased police intelligence. The 
tendency to leave it all to just a few was 
not a good one, not least because the 
overall effect on Shell would be 
minimised. However the RARA attacks 
did act as an inspiration to others and 
eventually out of this emerged a national 
anti-Shell campaign.

For some years Shell had the been the 
object of a boycott campaign by liberals 
and anti-apartheid campaigners in 
different countries. The violent actions 
against Shell were always condemned by 
these people, despite the previous success 
in forcing other companies to withdraw as 
a result of violent attacks.

The latest wave took off in March 1988. 
36 Shell stations were attacked in one 
night alone. Petrol tubes were cut 
through, underground tanks were polluted 
with sugar and paint, etc. More attacks 
followed and over the last 6 months over 
100 attacks have been recorded. There 
were also pickets and blockades of Shell 
petrol stations and mass leafletting. A 
group called Smash Apartheid broke into 
a shipping agency and stole their 
paperwork: they found that Shell was 
indeed the main South African coal trader 
and that part of the imported South 
African coal was reexported under false 
labels to smaller English ports (especially 
Hartlepool). All these transports were 
arranged by CORY COAL
INTERNATIONAL (London) and 
TRANSCOR COAL (Redhill).

Needless to say the organisation behind 
the illegal actions is kept very secret, 
although this organisation tends to be of a 
coordinative nature with actions being 
carried out by small, independent, cells 
around the country. There have, however, 
been campaigns carried out, too, involving 
all groups acting concertedly on one day 
affairs. On the whole, though, the 
independent cell structure has proved to 
be quite successful with arrests taking 
place for minor offences only.

However this situation changed back in 
April when the police raided 8 squats in 

Amsterdam and arrested 8 people. The 
police claimed to have caught the RARA 
group, but later they released 7 of those 
arrested. While in detention the 8 were 
subjected to intense interrogation, but 
they all refused to say anything. The one 
person the police did not release - Rene 
Roemersma - was detained on 
circumstantial evidence only. During his 
trial he kept silent on all matters except 
his support for RARA. He was found 
guilt and sentenced to 5 years, which is 
high for Dutch standards.

Since his imprisonment and conviction 
activists have continued to attack Shell 
and other apartheid businesses.

* .

the point that the EL keeps inaccurate 
files, or its records are too extreme, or its 
blacklisting is too arbitrary. They seem to 
be suggesting that the League would be 
okay if its information was better 

informed, or if it only conc­
entrated on extremists and 
the ordinary trade unionists, 
Labour Party members and 
left-wing literati alone. 
More recently, too, we 

have had a complaint from 
Patrick Harrington of the

Contd. on Page5.
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The Economic League has been having a 
rough time lately, with all the bad 
publicity. There were the three World In 
Action TV programmes, there were the 
exposes in the Observer], there were the 
reports in Lobster and Black Flag. While 
the latter two have relatively small 
coverage, the media has and does take 
account of what they say and uses their 
stories when the time is right. This 
happens more than some people think. 
Sometimes it works the other way around. 
A journalist can’t get a story published, so 
it is ‘leaked’ to the other direction, to the 
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balance down to £4769.81.
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Printing £951. 00 
Postage £232. 00 
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Sorry for the delay in bringing out this 
issue (nothing to do with our crisis). 
Owing to the postal strike we could not 
send anything we published to anyone 
outside London (except by unacceptable 
methods) so we’ve waited till the strike 
was over.
Overseas readers please note.

Politically illiterate journalist (you mean 
there are others?), David Gillard, in the 
Radio Times of 3—9 Sept in his Hear This! 
blurb for forthcoming broadcasts, writes: 
‘Back in the 40s, when playwright Bernard 
Kops was a callow 18 year old escaping 
from his East End Jewish roots by living 
in Soho, he often frequented a club 
favoured by anarchists. “They were 
utterly broke but they had a wonderful 
vision of what they'd do when things 
change,” he recalls. “They’d even discuss

Speaking at the Oxford conference of the 
British Association, the medical director 
of Broadmoor, Dr John Hamilton, now 
seconded to the Dept, of Health, came up 
with the newest psychological theory 
developed by Swiss Dr Alice Miller. How 
did the Holocaust happen? Only because 
of “mass abuse of German children ": they

the government posts they’d have when 
they came to power.”

Sound like anarchists? FACT: Bernard 
Kops came from an entirely Stalinist 
background. He ran a book barrow off 
Soho, lived in ‘Bohemian" circles, was 
derisively known as ‘Shakespeare’ by the 

bookthief clique around a local coffee bar 
because of his literary ambitions. Later his 
plays caught on through the familiar C.P. 
network. If he ever met an anarchist, far 

In a period during which we got a spare of 
anti-anarchists radio and TV plays and things, 
not just Kops’s stalinists supposed to-be 
anarchists so's he doesn't attack his old 
comrades, there was a drama documentary of 
Jack the Ripper. How could you drag
anarchists into that? Well, it seems you could: 
in the middle of the action they showed Direct 
Action and Freedom being printed. Talk about 
guilt by association, this was being printed on 
the same spot 100 years later.

Yet there is a connection with anarchism 
they missed. The theory which still holds up 
as the most plausible is that the random 
Ripper was a decoy duck set up by the 
Establishment to hide the killing of specific 
people (because they knew of the Duke of 
Clarence’s marriage). This killing by stealth 
is a hallmark of the British Establishment, a 
despotism modified by fear of publicity. 
During and after the First World War there 
were many dozens, perhaps hundreds, of 
solitary unexplained deaths—by 
accident?—unreported and certainly 
uncollated—of anarchists and revolutionary 
socialists, particularly of those associated 
with the armed forces. The Monocled 
Mutineer touches on this briefly, but it is a

In forming syndicalist unions, as the 
first step would have to be the creation of 
local bases, or clubs, trades halls or
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managed to take over or enlisted State 
repression, chiefly during periods of 
capitalist under-development. The 
American IWW did unionise previously 
unorganised workers, but it wasn't a split; 
the craft unions had divided themselves 
from the majority, Samuel Gompers 
pre-empting a split from ‘European type 
socialism’.

Even the British Labour Party is a 
conscious split from the original labour 
movement, partly occasioned by the 
growth of Syndicalist ideas among the 
rank and file; the formation of breakaway 
trade unions was either caused by 
right-wingers thinking a union had 
become too extreme, or by the 
Communist Party with its breakaway 
‘Minority Movement" unions (with which 
anarcho-syndicalism is deliberately 
confused by some groups now). In 
Germany and some other countries, the 
social-democrats divorced themselves 
from workers organisations, and State 
Communists set up breakaway 
movements; though smaller, the 
Anarcho-Syndicalist movement wasn't a 
split from those. It is true in a few 
countries, anarchist breakaways were 
formed from syndicalist organisations 
which had been taken over by political 
manipulation, but this was not the general 
rule.

British Telecom will now offer a service to 
all councils who feel unable to handle the 
volume of data which will be required for 
the Poll Tax. The Customer Service 
System, which will be run on an IBM 
mainframe at a new centre in Hemel 
Hemsteadwill, for a fee, deal with the 
production and distribution of bills, 
reminders and the collecting of non-cash 
payments. They will also handle all the 
record keeping.

Donations: Anon £500, £100, London AM 
£75, JG £10, Deptford DAM £20, Norfolk 
EP £6, Ledbury A. £5.50. Leamington 
EH £1, Soton AF £14, Corby AP £50, 
London ‘In memory Larry Law" M & C P 
£5, M’cr RB £30, Brighton AF £10, 
Vancouver DW £8, Swansea J £4, Leeds 
benefit £30.
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EGG ON FACE DEPT: Sorry about 
reverting to saying Black Flag was a 
Fortnightly in our banner heading last 
issue. We still are a monthly. Our major 
crisis has been solved (maybe it went to 
our make-up dept’s head?) but not to the 
extent we can go back to fortnightly 
publication.

were brought up to be “well behaved, 
undemanding, self-controlled, grateful and 
above all. meek'" in the decades round he 
turn of the century, so when Hitler came 
along, he was a father figure who had to 
be obeyed without question.

There is some truth here, in that the 
accepted norms of unquestioning 

b

THE BRITISH ASS ON 
PSYCHOLOGY

Q & A on Anarchism
Q. As syndicalist unions were developed 
during periods of capitalist expansion, 
either by splits from existing trade unions 
or pioneering attempts to unionise 
previously neglected sectors of the working 
force, how could their creation now be 
relevant except to isolate the revolutionaries 
or split the workers?
A. Possibly not at all, if the false premise 
were true, but it isn’t. It is a classic 
Marxist/social democrat ploy to disguise 
the truth, to prevent them being created. 
(Compare the similar conservative ploy 
“As all workers are greedy, how can you 
get rid of capitalism?” — a statement to 
deflect the truth that all capitalists are 
greedy, and to assert that self-interest by 
those not capitalists, or indeed by the 
victims of capitalism, requires the 
preservation of capitalism).

Marxism or social-democracy means 
splitting and division, the former because 
everything must be subordinate to the 
party leadership, the latter because it 
abhors a revolutionary workforce, both 
because they hate the workers getting out 
of hand. The labour movements in 
France, Spain, Italy, China, Korea, 
Japan, South America, were all originally 
anarcho-syndicalist, and the State 
socialists or reformists either broke away, 

A marvellous response to our crisis appeal 
which means Black Flag continues to come 
out, albeit fortnightly no more. We have just 
one printer's bill in hand part from our bank 
drag. Right on!
ABC (London) Anon (various currency 
banknotes) £30.01 i/h £68 : £98.01.
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Anarcho-Quiz
1. In the Battle of the Boyne 300 years 
ago, which side did the Tories support, 
and where did the Catholics stand9
2. Which President of the United States 
announced to the world he was a 
doughnut?
3. When the anarchist activists Durruti 
and Ascaso wanted to re-enter their native 
Spain but avoid being arrested, what 
disguise did they adopt?

4. What causes most fights at international 
Nazi-Fascist reunions?
5. In which Ritz Hotel, in what capital city 
have the largest number of anarchists died 
in bed?
6. What practice of the pagan and 
Moorish world was most loathed as a 
sinful abomination by Christianity, but has 
now become fully acceptable — even in 
Catholic countries?

less one discussing posts if they got in 
power (!), he wouldn’t have been able to 
recognise one.

As to his radio play Kafe Kropotkin 
broadcast on 5th Sept, it exploits Kops’ 
familiar East End Jewish Stalinists under a 
thin veneer of Anarchist phrases (“we 
fought the commies in Spain"’ — “it was 
the fascists who were the enemy”; “Emma 
Goldman be with me”). On the day 
following this piss-take the BBC broadcast 
a play giving the conventional Tory view 
of Anarchism: the pickled remains of 
caricatured Resistance fighter Luccheni 
inspire murder. What price BBC political 
impartiality as it really is? One day Kops, 
the next day robbers.

obedience are harmful, but it reminds one 
of the old liberal psychologists who said 
that playing with soldiers or aggressive 
sports like boxing cause wars. Wars and 
dictatorships are not caused by 
psychological aggressive impulses (unless 
one regards the State as a person) but by 
timidity, docileness or apathy on the part 
of people, inculcated by mass propaganda 
or other means of coercion.

The system of command-and-obey does 
not need to be psychologically examined. 
It needs to be destroyed.

whatever you call them, from which 
industrial sectors would arise, there is no 
way they can now of themselves divide, as 
do the formation of political parties, 
vanguards or rival trade unions; how 
could say a home base of strike support 
groups do so? It is true, though, that 
being revolutionary must mean a degree 
of isolation during a period of repression.
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a stream 20 yards away and the briefcase was 
missing. The authorities steadily refuse to act 
any further.

This is a case where there is obvious proof. 
Yet one knows of more peace campaigners 
who have been on to something, through their 
local government activity or otherwise—or 
may have only thought they were and 
indiscreetly said so—who have also been 
victims perhaps of accidents or more skilfully 
concealed murders.

Does this sound paranoiac? When you 
consider what comes after—in the case of 
William McRae the building of Nirex on the 
island of Oban—the secrecy involved—not 
against foreign agents but local 
opinion—clearly was reckoned worth a 
murder by the State forces, as was the 
protection of the Crown in the Ripper case or 
the protection against revolution in the 
post-WWI cases.

regular feature. Is it now going on? The 
killing of Hilda Murrell, about which we 
wrote in our last issue, is one such case which 
suggests that it is now being pursued against 
people of quite mild liberal views who happen 
to know too much about nuclear policies and 
cannot otherwise be silenced.

How many other such cases can only be 
guessed at even if people knowing of such odd 
deaths come foreward. Certainly one such 
case was that of the popular solicitor William 
McRae.

He was no revolutionary but a Scottish 
Nationalist—whom the Labourites dub Tartan 
Tories but who ar^ a lot more concerned 
about local pollution than they—and three and 
half years ago he went in a similar way to 
Hilda Murrelf, being concerned at the effects 
of nuclear graveyards on Oban in the West 
Highlands. He was found in his car dying of 
head wounds on Good Friday, after taking 
some files home with him to study (Oban 
Times and West Highland Times Weekender) 
and remarking to friends exultantly ‘I've got 
them!’

The police after some delay decided there 
were no suspicious circumstances, which 
suggests suicide. Yet the gun was thrown into 
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asylum and where he got support from 
Finnish anarchists, who are now formed in 
the Finnish section of the Black Cross. 
The Finnish authorities, however, turned 
down his request for asylum and arrested 
him pending extradition.

troops out of Czechoslovakia. The 
demonstrators shouted at the riot police. 
‘We have the truth, you have the dogs'. 
The riot police then charged with their 
dogs, letting off tear gas and beating up 
the demonstrators.

Unfortunately many of the 
demonstrators were eulogising 
Gorbachev, taken in by his Glasnost PR 
campaign. But there is a strong and 
growing grassroots movement to fight for 
change, which ultimately must defeat the 
totalitarian model and return to the 
freedom of soviets without centralisation 
or oppression.

N.B. Latest news is that three police 
officers sent to trial on the El Nani case 
have been given virtual life imprisonment. 
In Spain the newspapers devoted several 
pages each to the sentencing. The three 
officers sentenced are Detective Chief 
Superintendant Francisco Javier 
Fernandez Alvarez (head of the Madrid 
murder squad), Detective Inspector 
Victoriano Gutierrez Lobo and Detective 
Inspector Francisco Aguilar Gonzalez.

It is clear from the evidence given that 
many other officers have escaped 
prosecution. It may well be that the three 
officers sentenced will try to appeal for 
much lower sentences in exchange for 
incriminating information against former 
colleagues. Certainly it is the case that 
most people in Spain are highly sceptical 
that the three will remain imprisoned.

campaign. Recently, in Barcelona, a
RENFE administration office came under 
attack during a major disturbance on 
Catalonia Day. The disturbances involved 
several demonstrations and several 
thousand people made use of the occasion 
by attacking the RENFE office, 
molotoving a government tax office, 
smashing up banks, burger restaurants 
(including McDonalds), etc. The police 
discreetly ‘allowed' the crowds to attack 
their targets as such disturbances are 
traditional on that day. It would have 
been difficult, anyway, for the cops to 
attack as the centre of Barcelona was 
filled with tourists and any overeaction 
would have been counterproductive 
especially with 1992 and the Olympics 
coming up.

InMoscow, on the anniversary of the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia, around 500 
gathered in an illegal demonstration. 
There were 30 arrests as members of a 
special new hooligan force organised by 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs waded in 
to beat up the demonstrators. The 
demonstrators shouted that the Ministry 
gang were fascists.

In Czechoslovakia itself several 
thousand gathered in the largest 
anti-regime demonstration since 1969. 
They were calls for freedom and for

-

nj

*

CONSCRIPTS REVOLT
The controversial laws over military 
objectors took a new twist in Spain. The 
government has already conceded that 
objectors, under certain circumstances, 
can opt out and do ‘community service’; 
now the government is requiring objectors 
to enter public service employment, such 
as the state-run railways. The trouble is 
that objectors conscripted in to the public 
services will be on conscript pay and 
having none of the job conditions that 
have been negotiated by the unions for 
the regular public service employees. 
Needless to say the unions are up in arms 
over this.

The state-run railways, RENFE, has 
collaborated with the scheme and as such 
the unions are gearing up for a strike
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In our last issue we referred to the success 
of the phoney CNT in taking the workers' 
committee at the SEAT factory. What we 
didn't emphasise enough was that the real 
CNT, the CNTAIT, played a part in 
unseating the original committee. The fact 
that the workers decided to rid themselves 
of the committee is seen by the CNT-AIT 
as an important precedent. The CNT-AIT 
now hope to organise similar referenda 
around the country in other workplaces to 
get rid of the dreaded corporate works 
committees that were originally devised by 
Franco. It was perhaps the ‘shock’ of 
workers deciding to do away with these 
committees that has caused the greatest 
furore. The entry of the phoney CNT (or 
Renovados) into the story by their 
standing for a new committee and getting 
most of the seats is neither here nor there.

The SEAT committee now consists of 
17 phoney CNT delegates, 15 CCOO 
(Communists) delegates) and 16 UGT 
(Socialists) delegates. Seen in this way the 
UGT and the CCOO can easily outvote 
the phoney CNT. They will, therefore, be 
forced to either collaborate with the 
Socialists and Communists (as they have 
been doing so, to a certain extent, 
already) or they will have to become a 
minority opposition should the UGT and 
the CCOO gang up together. This makes 
the phoneys’ so-called victory a farce. 
It is not without amusement one notes 
that the anti-anarchist Freedom for once 
breaks its total silence on industrial 
matters with a whole page on the great 
electoral success of the Phoneys winning a 
maximum of seats in one ‘workers 
council’.
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northern Spam around Santander and who 
had been infiltrated by cops, some of 
whom were corrupt. Corella's sister 
reported that El Nani was missing in late 
1985 and later charged the police with his 
murder. The El Nani case has since been 
given coverage on Spanish television for 
the last six months, revealing that 
Corella's sisters were tortured, sexually 
molested and given death threats by police 
after she had reported him missing. The 
torture and near murder of a friend of 
Corella's also came to light, along with the 
fact that the anti-terrorist laws — applied 
to Corella — are generally applied to 
common criminals under direct orders 
from Barrionuevo. Barrionuevo himself 
denied the use of torture by Spanish 
police at the time that photos of Corella's 
companion — whose torso was stitched up 
from the neck to the groin — were 
circulating in the press. Recently a 
macabre search for Corella's body has 
been carried out at various reservoirs and 
the cops who murdered him have been 
found guilty and sentenced to a total of 
145 years between the three of them.

Third, is the GAL scandal. The GAL 
(Anti-terrorist Liberation Groups) were a 
far-right terrorist organisation specialising 
in armed attacks on Basque refugees in 
France. Although made up of Portuguese 
(ex-Aginter Press), Italian (ex-Paladin 
with delve Cheat connections), North 
African and French (ex-OAS) fascists, the 
GAL were organised by two Spanish 
policemen, Jose Amedo and Michel 
Dominguez, who met up with 
ultra-rightist Mario Correa de Cunha in a 
Lisbon hotel in January 86. Amedo and 
Dominguez then travelled — still on 
‘official business for the Ministry of 
Interior', according to testimony — with 
gunmen selected by Cunha to the Basque 
border at Irun. Two machine-gun attacks 
on Basque bars were then carried out. 
Barrionuevo, when asked a series of direct 
questions about the funding given to
Amedo and Dominguez, refused to 
answer, claiming the Spanish equivalent of 
the Officials Secret Act as his excuse. But 
proof of GAL’s funding has turned up 
anyway, in the form of a mysterious bank 
account in Amedo's name in which large 
sums of money were deposited tax-free 
without explanation.

In all twenty three people were killed in 
GAL actions, three of which were 
indiscriminate machine-gunnings of bars 
frequented by local villagers in French 
Euskadi. In other words the Spanish 
government was organising armed 
terrorist groups to make attacks on 
civilian targets — attacks which involved 
direct contacts between the Ministry of 
the Interior (and Barrionuevo) and the 
international fascist movement. Gonzalez' 
reply to all this has been to urge a ‘legal 
reform' to prevent precisely this kind of 
information from coming to light. 
Gonzalez has hinted suggestively that 
these reforms will be line with German, 
French and English norms (when asked 
directly he refused to describe these 
norms in any detail) and added that his 
duty was to ‘prevent the State from 
getting lax' and that ‘society — eg. 
Spanish society — did not treat its 
political leaders with any respect.’

The GAL, by the way, was not used 
exclusively against ETA or suspected 
members of ETA. It has been used 
against the GRAPO (maoists) as well as 
the anarchist Mario Innes Torres, who 
fled to Finland after a series of GAL 
death threats. Torres, who was extradited 
back to Spain, has now been released on 
bail pending trial. The charge against 
Torres — belonging to an armed group — 
is based on slight evidence connected with 
Torres' anti-Francoist activities. Torres 
was first arrested in Spain in 1984, 
released on bail, and then attacked by 
four armed men — GAL members. He 
escaped, fled to France, where he was 
interrogated by the French political police 
(Renseignements Generaux) who accused 
him of belonging to Action Directe. 
Following the interrogation and numerous 
death threats over the phone Torres went 
to Finland where he asked for political 

*
Early in July this year Spanish president 
Felipe Gonzales quietly reshuffled his 
C abinet, which gave him the opportunity 
to get rid of Jose Barrionuevo, his Interior 
Minister for the last six years — a man 
whose methods of running Spain’s 
numerous security forces (most of them 
unchanged since Franco's time) resulted in 
the direct murder of twenty five people, 
the torture of hundreds more, and a string 
of grievances across the peninsular, with 
calls for his resignation reaching fever 
pitch in the last few months as more and 
more of his dirty work has come to light.

Barrionuevo — an ex-Carlist who was a 
member of the Falange in 1968 — has 
been involved directly in three major 
scandals. First, was the death by gassing 
of a worker in Reinosa, the Cantabrian 
town which went out on to the streets to 
resist the reconversion of local industry 
and which was occupied, military-style, by 
Guardia Civil forces which threatened 
local women with rape, made local 
workers run a gauntlet of club blows, 
caused as yet unrefunded damage to 
shops, flats and houses in the area, and 
used a type of tear gas prohibited under 
European regulations. Barrionuevo was 
held responsible: he refused to reveal 
details about the type of gas used and 
took the opportunity to defend the 
‘courage' of the Guardia Civil involved.

Second, was the El Nani scandal. El 
Nani — whose real name was Santiago 
Corella — was a small-time smash and 
grabber who got involved in a series of 
jewel raids organised by local mafia in
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