Riots erupted in Athens when
anarchists defended themselves against
a police assault. A ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy
has been exposed. And a convicted
murderer walks free. Fifteen year old
Mihalis Kaltezas, an anarchist comrade,
was murdered by Athanasios Melistas,
a cop, and in September Melistas was
sent to trial. Several eye witnesses
stated In court that they saw Melistas
kneel down, aim and fire at Kaltezas in
cold blood, without any warning. It was
a clear case of ‘shoot to kill'. A
forensics expert also stated that the
trajectory of the bullet clearly showed
that Melistas was aiming for the head,
not the torso or the extremities. Other
evidence showed that Melistas had
been specially trained in fire-arms use
and therefore when firing could not
have made a mistake. The court found
Melistas guilty. A victory indeed, but
short-lived. Next came the sentencing.
He was given a total of 2 years for
Murder and 6 months for 1llegal use of a
gun. Melistas then appealed and the
court decided to suspend the sentence
until the appeal had been heard!

Not only 1s Melistas now free but he 1s
still working for the Police!

The day after the trial, when all this
was known, the anarchist groups in
Athens organised a demonstration at
the street corner where Mihalis
Kaltezas was murdered. Many
non-anarchists joined the
demonstration and flowers were placed

«t the spot where Mihalis had fallen.
But then, at about 7.30pm, the police
Intervened. Not content with their
colleague being set free for a murder he
was found guilty of, they decided to
harass the friends of the vietim of the
murder in their silent vigil. The
anarchist demonstrators refused to
take this lying down and
counter-attacked the police forces.
Five near-by banks were molotoved.
Police reinforcements were brought in.
The anarchists then set up barricades
using cars, tables and seats from the
nearby Polytechnic. As the police
began to use tear gas the anarchists
occupied the Polytechnic building and
started to throw out more molotovs as
well as acid from the school’s
laboratories

The police lay siege to the school, but
were unable to gain entry. Over 150
anarchists ended up occupying the
building overnight. While this was
going on more comrades were mobilised
and fighting took place in the streets in
Exarchia Square nearby.

With the stand-off and the anarchists
firmly in control of the polytechnic
building the dean of the polytechnic
offered to intervene. This resulted In
Menios Koutsoyorgas, the
Vice-President of the Government,
being forced to order the Police to
withdraw from the area surrounding
the Polytechnic. Special arrangements
were made for the anarchists to be
safely escorted from the building by
Polytechnic staff. Despite this the
police made one more attempt Lo make
arrests and when the anarchists had
managed to get within a few blocks
away from the Polytechnic the police
attacked with tear gas. Fortunately
they didn’t manage to hurt anyone or

.

make any arrests.

Athens , Greece

100,000 people marched through
Athens on Sunday, November 17th,
to commemorate the occupation
(by students) of the Polytechnic
University buildings in November
1973, which lead to the collapse of
the Greek dictatorship.

Many people were involved in the march
including Anarchists. There was a strong
police presence too but this didn't stop
some demonstrators {(mostly Anarchists)
from attacking a South African Airlines
building and the Athens Hilton Hotel en
route,

After the demonstration hundreds of
police in cars and vans surrounded Exarchia
Square (a meeting place for Athen's Anarch-
ists) looking for suspects. The police were
very brutal and used a great deal of force
against people in the area — including pass-
ers by — during their search. The situation
grew tense and just after midnight the
crowd responded to the police’s brutality
by throwing molotovs (petrol bombs) at a
police van. The police got out of their van
and started shooting pistols at the escaping
crowd. A 15 year old Anerchist, Mihalis
Kaltezas, was murdered in cold blood, shot
in the back of the head by policeman
Athanasios Melistas.

When the news spread two hundred
people immediately decided to occupy
the Athens Polytechnic — Chemistry
building in protest at the boy's murder

This building has been occupied before, b DY | '
in May 1985 by Anarchists protesting at ﬂ " '

police harassment. gl Y,
Fifteen year old

The police quickly surrounded the

A confidential report indicates that
with the pending privatisation of the
British coal industry a large part of that
industry, at least, will be made
available to certain multinationals,
including South African mining
conglomerates that are major
supporters of the Apartheid business.

Furthermore the report shows that
massive cut-backs will be required 1n
the industry, leading to more enforced
redundancies. There will be a major
switch to non-deep mined production
where possible. The report concludes
that it would be better for the industry
if it were sold to two or three firms, but
a much greater break-up of the
industry is not discounted should this
prove impossible.

[t should be noted, though, that all
this comes at a time when the war over
job flexibility is intensifying. The battle
lines have been drawn at the Margam
pit in South Wales, which British Coal
wants to develop as a model for
continuous 24 hour production. British
Coal have already stated that the scab
union, the UDM, is invited to unionise
the workers in Margam. In response the
local NUM released a statement saying
that if necessary ‘there will be another
Wapping' if the UDM tries and steps in.

British Coal is playing its cards close
to its chest on the matter; it is hoping
that the NUM will be forced to accept
the 24 hour shift production rather
than let the UDM in. However if the
NUM turn the deal down British Coal
have already lined up a private
developer to take over the pit. Ryans
International, a private energy
company based in Cardiff, have
reportedly been trying to recruit staff
for Margam.

In the meantime British Coal have
offered a deal with the NUM for the

POLICE MURDERERS SHOOT
I15YR OLD BOY DEAD

narchist Mikilas Kalteras lies dead.

v .

SOUTH AFRICAN TAKEOVER OF BRITISH COA

next three and a half years only.
Margam will be theirs providing they
accept the flexible working conditions.
[f they don’t accept it then the pit will
be thrown open to the highest bidder.
[f the pit is sold or leased to Ryans
International then the UDM may be
invited to organise the workforce. This
1s the only way that the UDM can get
into Margam as no miners in South
Wales will join them.

The UDM, of course, have already
signed a national agreement with
British Coal over flexible working and
initially this will bring in a 6 day
working week 1n a new mine,
Asfordby, in Leicestershire. Under the
terms of the agreement no variation
can be made for the next 10 years.

More recently, too, the Energy
Secretary, Cecil Parkinson, announced
that the privatisation of British Coal
(expected in 1991 or 1992) will mean
that the mines will be ‘handed back’ to
the British public and that miners will
have a chance to ‘own’ a part of the
mine they work in. While the Tories
hope that they can turn every little
socialist into a share-owning capitalist,
the Labour Party wants to retain the
system whereby workers own virtually
nothing and all essential services are
owned by the State. Both systems
deprive workers of what is rightfully
theirs.

Under nationalisation workers had no
say or control in their own industry;
under privatisation the same applies
but productivity is tied more closely to
income. Neither system allows for
industry to be controlled by those who
produce. |

But with privatisation not only will
there be more cut-backs and changes in
working conditions, there will much
greater freedom, too, for management

THEY SHOOT KIDS DONT THEY

On the following Monday, September
26th, the Government announced that
1t had ordered the Public Prosecutor to
appeal against the court’s ruling to
suspend the sentence. This was a
climbdown, although there still
remained the fact that Melistas had
been sentenced in the first place with a
minimal term bearing no relation to the
crime itself. On that evening another
demonstration was organised - this time
by the National Union of Students
(controlled by the Communist Party).
The demonstration was attended by
anarchists as well as communists and
other leftists. A march began from the
Polytechnic to the Parliament building.

As the march approached the
Parliament building police, once again,
decided to attack using tear gas. Most
of the students fled, leaving the
anarchists to fight alone. The
anarchists fought back using molotovs
until they were able to get to their own
area, Exarchia Square, where they
spread out, attacking the cops on
different fronts. Eventually they
managed to disperse, effecting few
arrests.

continued on page 3

to respond to changes in the
international market. And it is the
threat from the international market
that has partially influenced the
Government to sell the British coal
industry to the international
marketeers. The South African firms
are the market leaders and the
Government hopes that they can
redevelop the British coal industry on a
much more competitive basis. For the
British miner in real terms this will
mean even higher productivity rates, a
lowering in safety standards, lower
wages and, ultimately, de-unionisation.

For the South African firms it will
mean greater security. They are
increasingly anxious to take on new
business outside the Apartheid regime,
whose future is precarious. Getting a
foothold in the British markets is a first
step. Eventually other British and
Western industry will be sought. If, and
when, the Apartheid regime comes
crashing down then these firms need to
have other solid investments elsewhere
to fall back on. This is one of the
reasons why De Beers and Anglo
American have put in a bid for
Consgold.

[f the South African firms are
successful in their bids then there will
come a time in the future when the
Government will say: disrupt South
African businesses and you will disrupt
the British economy, including the
British coal industry.

The idea of the British coal industry
being linked directly to the South
African economy must amuse the
Tories no end. This would be
Thatcher’s ultimate revenge. But all
this, thankfully, is a long way off yet,
leaving us with time to organise.

For more information
see page 6
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SUBSCRIOPTION R{\TE& When the TUC voted, quite rightly, to allowed to get them if they offer the direct with the employers.
A - L ssues £.6’ giter s, boycott the Government’s new right conditions. If companies refuse to
Europ.e: (e?( - lean(} . sentfést Employment Training (ET) scheme they agree to these terms then the unions
C 12 1ssqu Aee lssgqs ' failed to come up with any concrete will have to take counter measures. At ET SENT HOME
st Of- World‘: Surface : e e : alternative. Gone are the days when some point an employer will be forced '
£10, 6 S g Armmail - 12 issue new recruits were placed on to negotiate if they are to get their The Government s .launch of the new
£l-5’ GRAEN /-0, : apprenticeship schemes (although some recruits. Employment Training Sphe{ne was
Byjsoners-iyee qn reguest, Y of these schemes still survive) on There is nothing new about any of sabotaged at local level In dlf ferent
g?rgggag: jion.receipt.of sag's reduced, but not slave-labour, wages. this of course. But today, the idea of parts of the country, faccordmg toa
- : Many of those schemes were jointl unions going on the offensive in the report by Counter Information. |
G;rgsag?(;l(;lgt napBigsk Llag conllt{olled by the unions and Jwerey current climate of retreat, seems On September 1st ET was launcl}ed via
i‘or a social s.y:tem based on mutual widely recognised as providing proper unth.inkable. Some people used to seven regional gonferences, all linked
aid and voluntary co-operation - training and skills that resulted in despise the system operated by the py y1de<), to whlch lo.cal ’bosses were
inst State control and all forms qualifications that eould be put to use print unions whereby to get a job an invited. But .thmgs. didn’t go all that
:?ggvemment and economic re- anywhere in the country. But with the applicant must already have union smoothly. Disruptions to thesg
pression. To establish a share in current high unemployment and the approval. But this was to safeguard the conferences took place in Edinburgh,
the general pro:pent): for all G the determination of the free marketeers to industry, to ensure that the employers Manchester, Newcastle, Liverpool,
bre.;king down of nc.ul, religious, keep wages low these apprenticeship didn’t take on casual or untrained London and Cardiff.
national and s.;x b;m S ul‘: o schemes were phased out. labour at low rates. The print unions In Edinburgh the launch took place at
R T L L0 U U A The unions have all along made the forced the employers to co-operate In the Crest Hotel. Almost immediately
- mistake of allowing government jointly run union-management training the proceedings began local |
intervention. They went along with schemes. And it is these sort of schemes demonstrators set about disrupting the
B L A C K F L A G ET’s predecessors, despite all the that should be applied to all industries. conference. The result was half an hour
warning signs. Now it is too late. They [t is now up to the unions to reverse of chaos, instead of the plush event as
abrogated their responsibilities and the situation. They must take control of envisaged by the organisers. In
T H R EAT they have no solutions to offer at all. the training programmes, set the Manchester the launch was to take
The government now has the monopoly agenda, and dictate the terms. It's In no place in the Polytechnic lecture hall.
To P R ' S O N on training schemes and it will take a ones interest that employees are poorly But activists chained and padlocked the
long time, if there is the will, for the trained. The unions have a entrance, delaying the proceedings by
A prisoner from Parkhurst has informed unions to regain the initiative. The responsibility to get involved, and not an hour and a half. The video-link up

us that the last issue of Black Flag was solution is patently clear. The stand to one side. But to do this they was therefore cancelled. The activists
banned from that prison as it contained government’'s monopoly must be will have to come up with alternative then occupied the lecture hall when
an article written by inmate Martin Foran } broken. If companies want trained plans —industry by industry — bypassing the proceedings finally got underway,
about the suspicious death in custody of workers then they should only be the government machinery and dealing and took over the microphones.

an old man, Mr. Cross, who was deprived

of much needed oxygen by prison

officials. Accompanying the article was
a letter from another Parkhurst prisoner
who named two screws—Mr. Stacking

and Mr. Berryman—who are forcing
drugs onto Martin.

SKETCH

' The following account of the march rather than full support for the IRA. have gone into the subject further but
The latest communication we have against fascism in Exeter on September ‘Racist!’ she shouted at him and went for the fact that one of them, out of the
received comes from a fellow inmate of § 17th was sent in by a correspondent in off further into the march. The march blue, upped and nutted me. The others,
Martin’s. He writes: I received a visit Devon. must be one for the Guinness Book of not wanting the cops to see, pulled their
from the Assistant Governor (who) At two pm the marchers assembled, Records as it was miles away from the mad comrade away, who was shouting
informed me that he was suppressing about 2000 in all, and after grumbling Orange march opposition. I overheard ‘Get out of my country you Fenian
this months’ issue (of) Black Flag on at the organisers who were trying to get a bystander comment on the colourful bastard!’ (Irony would be an
the grounds it offended...Good us into ranks of four, off we set. The procession before him with ‘But they’re understatement: an Irishman in
Order and Discipline. He further quoted chanting began: ‘Fascists off the all drop-outs really’. England telling a self-confessed
Standing Order SB.28 which states.... streets’, ‘Troops out of Ireland’ and When we arrived back at our starting non-Republican and, clearly, a
‘The Governor has discretion to dis- ‘I-I-IRA’. The cops looked uninterested point a rumour went around that Devonian, to get out of Exeter — Eds.).
allow correspondence with a person or as they were obviously there to control fascists were at St Davids train station. Another said ‘Weve got nothing
organisation if he has reason to believe us not to protect us. We passed the So off ran a load of people with the cops against the socialists!” and they
that the person or organisation concerned prison and there were a_few muted trailing after them looking for went — the pigs never noticed.
is planning or engaged in activities which protests about prisons but there was ‘skins’— all reminiscent of mods and The rest of the mob returned with the
present a serious threat to the security nothing as original as ‘Troops out of rockers in the '60’s. pigs chasing them in an angry mood.
or good order of the establishment or everwhere’ in the chanting. The march While they were gone, leaving only a No fascists were located and the pigs
other prison departments...’ meandered for miles around the Exeter Jfew of us remaining, I had to go to the made a few arrests. One of the
streets. The chanting empahasis moved shops. On the way I was drawn aside by Plymouth contingent was arrested so
| from anti-fascism to a group of four Irishmen who were we waited for haim to be bailed but the
pro-Republicanism and at one point I asking me what kind of person I was. I prgs saird he’d be kept over the weekend,
was caught between Anti-Imperialist started to explain that I was an so we were forced to return home
Action and Labour Party Young anarchist and that I didn’t support the without ham.
Socialists. The AIA were using a Republican cause, thinking they were Nothing was achieved except on
megaphone to slag off the Labour Republicans who were with the march. exercise in public control by the
Grovernment of Wilson who put the How wrong I was — they turned out to be pi1gs — the days of marches are over!
troops into Ireland and the Labour Loyalists who’d strayed away from the TR
leadership of today. The YS were Orange Order of Great Britain and
appealing for non-sectarianism. I was Northern Ireland. They looked mean unionised) firms. Perhaps the Burtons
X3 walking with an SWP friend who was and angry and demanded to know why defeat will deter other companies from
Further IR, evealed that Black : being slagged off by an Irish [ was on a pro-IRA march. I began to acting so blatantly, or at least serve as
Flag contained two letters from .Mr. Martin Republican woman whom, I presume, explain that personally I was there to an important precedent. Discrimination
ke ikt s @ ’e”ef' from an unsigned was annoyed about the SWP’s ‘critical’ oppose the fascist movement and would at work against pregnant women is
prisoner (—the) said three letters apparant- ‘ hi hat ds £
ly imputing that all was not well in T A G T T T T T R T T izrr?f =t g tda il Sh . grezll\terld b
respect of a recent death in Parkhurst ANARCHO-QUIZ TRICIA JENNINGS VICTORY fougli{n' bl a1
(Prison) Hospital. The Assistant Gov- 1. The present Government should Tricia Jennings, the woman who was
ernor informed me that the letters have had burial serrvices recited over sacked by the Edinburgh branch of T
published in your redaders’ columns them, individually or collectively, long Burtons for being pregnant, has won
in point of fact were ‘liable’ and since but which is the exception to the her case at an Industrial Tribunal. This o
revealed prison warders identities that rule? ~ isonein the eye for Burtons. The
were involved. He did not confide 2. During the civil war in Argentine, Tribunal found Burtons guilty of
If @ prosecution would take place. between factions labelled ‘coloured’ sex-discrimination and furthermore
However I can disclose that Mr. and ‘white’ (referring to flags, without awarded Tricia £1,500 in
Foran hfzg not b.een brqught into political or racial significance), on compensation —a measly sum for all the R A e TR T o G 5 S
the‘gumt'we unit, despite the allegations which side did the explorer aggravation she has been caused. . suvtbsrdA 000 *i
of ‘ligble’ lodged against his name. Cunningham Grahame say he was [Industrial legislation does not compel a e B R € ¥ B B
. when challenged by an unknown company to reinstate an employee
vue Brsaner; adds s Pe ot armed patrol? where the court has ruled agaigst
tually allowed to see the ‘offending - e TheraNesaknae :
issue of Black Flag but with the article/ 3. The association of politics and rugby , ONly Tor compensation.
e ot ent always makes one think of South Ne.v.ertheless this is a clear victory for
The closed world of a prison devalues Africa, but where does it have anything Iricia and for her many supporters
all human life and a sick old man becomes | '© do with anarchism? around the country who, over a period
a ‘liability’ not worth consideration, while } 4. Did armed trotskyists ever march on f)f mqnths, picketed Burtons branches
those inmates who reject intimidation in a London police station? o solldam.y ' . .
e Temen arotRAEONIgE o0 T Hivn threat- b e biael flas ia s symbal of Tl?e Trl(;la Jenmpgs case 1s, of course,
ened with libelousness. If the authorities International anarchism. but of what (mly the Lip of the lce.be.rg. There are
at Parkhurst have anything to hide, then olse? ’ th()usgnds.of other, §1mllar, cases, ) o S S Mot B i e
it is they who are ‘liable’. P A especially in non-unionised (as well as m Ediwh e $5 COle0TALaS QUSRS RRONS
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