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or some time we have hinted that 
moves are underfoot to initiate a 

campaign that would undermine the 
work of the Economic League and other 
blacklisting agencies. In November a 
regional conference, organised by trade 
unionists, against the Economic League 
was held in Leeds. In addition 
independent researchers have taken 
steps to counter blacklisting by drawing 
together records and lists of those 
involved in the blacklisting business and 
which are now being made available to 
trade union activists as a basis for 
further action. In effect the blacklisters 
will themselves be blacklisted and 
become the object of the sort of 
sanctions that they themselves dole out 
so freely.

We ourselves have declared our 
commitment to assist in intelligence 
gathering and to share the results of our 
investigations with the wider labour 
movement. Further to this we will be 
asking all our contacts around the 
country to participate in this campaign 
and to help ensure that the information 
we obtain is both comprehensive and 
accurate. The long term objective is to 
create a company database that will 
provide the maximum amount of 
information to help the labour 
movement in taking action needs in its 
own defence.

Our intelligence gathering will need to 
take account not only of company 
dealings in blacklisting but also their 
political dealings and affiliations, their
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The unions have the resources to fight 
blacklisting on various fronts—whether 
it be through industrial action, boycotts, 
propaganda, etc. They can choose to 
take the initiative and give support to a 
campaign that will combat blacklisting 
by using the information at their 
disposal to take concerted action. Or 
they can wait another seventy years and 
let others make the running. The 
regional conference in Leeds has started 
the ball rolling in one direction and the 
opportunity has been created for some 
of the objectives to be met.

The blacklisters, however, should be 
warned against complacency. We, for 
one, wish to make it clear to them that 
whatever happens in this ongoin 
campaign we will be monitoring your 
every move. You will be followed, your 
movements logged, your dealings noted. 
We will meet your dirty tricks with dirty 
tricks of our own. In short, we declare 
an open season on the Economic League 
and similar organisations. The time for 
whining is over. Watch your backs. 
See also Anti-Economic League Conference 
report on page 7

iots shifted away from the squatter’s 
ghettoes when anarchists went on to 

the offensive during the October IMF 
talks in Berlin. The result was the biggest 
police operation since the building of the 
Berlin Wall in 1961. Over 10,000 police 
were deployed (3000 drafted in from 
West Germany) to protect the the safety 
of the world’s bankers.

From the start an entire support 
structure had been established to meet 
the needs of the demonstrators—this 
included 10 information centres, a daily 
four page information paper, the 
expansion of the local people’s kitchens 
for visitors, and a 24 hour legal service. 
As usual, the autonomous ‘sanis’ 
(first-aiders) and their treatment centres 
were ready and waiting.

80,000 people attended the first march 
to the IMF congress centre. Half way 
through the demo a block of around 
1,000 anarchists had emerged. After the 
march 2,000 spontaneously streamed to 
the city centre to Breitscheid Platz. The 
police were unable to separate 
demonstrators from tourists, and so 
could not move strongly against the 
crowd. The riot police, though massively 
present, were restrained by Berlin 
standards, due also to the attention of 
the world press being focused on them.

The gatherings and the planned 
demonstrations continued for the next 
four days, each day bringing with it

smashed windows and an overturned 
police van in their wake.

Each night thereafter brought about 
an increasing level of attacks on wealthy 
shops, hotels where the bankers were 
staying, and on the bankers themselves. 
There have been reports of bankers 
being dragged from their cars and beaten 
up. 14 hired cars were set alight and 
dozens damaged. At one point bankers 
had to dive for cover as a reception that
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quicker police responses. By the end of 
the protests there had been around 1,000 
arrests and hundreds of irquries.

The second night saw many banker’s 
cars attacked as they attended an 
exclusive performance at the Opera. 140 
arrests were made using the kessel 
(corralling or encircling) technique. At 
one point a kessel was broken. When 
released the demonstrators retreated up 
the main shopping street, leaving many
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involyement in corrupt practices and 
their record in industrial relations 
generally. Individual company directors, 
etc will also need to be targetted. 

Much of this research is already 
available but now needs to be 
coordinated via the different groups 
involved and updated by contacts 
operating at the ‘sharp end’. 

To combat the League and the other 
blacklisters effectively we will need to 
be both bold and imaginative. Their own 
database depends on contacts ‘in the 
field’, without which they would have 
little to sell. Conversely if the League 
and similar organisations didn’t exist 
then industry would create their own 
agencies. Indeed this happens anyway 
with certain industries and the public 
sector relies on state intelligence (ie 

, MI5). We can’t stop blacklisting as 
such—all we can do is provide the 
support for industrial action against 
those companies that are known to 
employ blacklisting methods. 

In the final analysis it will be the 
workforce and only the workforce that 
can take the sort of action that will force 
companies to stop using organised 
blacklisting. Companies that are 
identified as using the League and 
similar agencies will need to be 
confronted and threatened with 
straightforward industrial action. The 
same goes for companies that are known 
to use state intelligence as the basis for 
blacklisting. For too long we have been 
on the defensive, accepting blacklisting

as a way of life that cannot be 
challenged. Now we must go on the the 
offensive and turn the tables on the 
blacklisters using the very same 
methods they themselves use.

No one should fool themselves that 
blacklisting can be combatted by legal 
methods or through legislation. The 
right-wing majority of the trade union 
bureaucracies and the Labour Party and 
centrists will always back the Tory Right 
in retaining the right of employers to 
employ who they wish. Nor will libel 
actions, where individuals have been 
blacklisted of false information, 
work—this is a red herring and will not 
affect the blacklisting business in the 
slightest. Where companies are 
identified as using organised blacklisting 
appeals to them to refrain from this will 
in most cases be met with the contempt 
they deserve: in these heady days of 
market stridency an employer will ride 
through all kinds of bad PR, justifying 
the right to manage and only concedin 
defeat if profits can be threatened.

The firms have the initiative in that 
they can dictate the terms for 
employment. But this doesn’t have to be 
the case, nor was it always. If firms 
want labour then it should be the labour 
movement that dictates the terms for 
meeting that demand. Mass 
unemployment has always been the 
excuse for the unions to back down and 
let the employers set the the agenda. 
But if the union movement were strong 
then things would be much different.

they were attending was attacked by 
angry demonstrators wielding 
sticks.... All this despite the chief cop’s 
assurances that the bankers would be at 
no risk during their stay in Berlin.

For many the highlight of the protests 
was to be the Internationalist demo 
called by the anarchists for the last 
evening of the week. 7000 people took 
part, many of them masked. At the end 
of the route the police had prepared a big 
kessel using 8 foot high metal shields 
fixed to vans, and 4 water cannons and 5 
armoured cars fitted with bulldozer 
blades. Before reaching this point, the 
anarchist’s loudspeaker van at the front 
called on the demonstrators not to walk 
into this police trap, but to end the demo 
by dispersing into small groups. Many 
people headed for the city 
centre—where the usual police brutality, 
baton charges and mass arrests took 
place.

The protest against the World Bank 
and IMF marked a significant advance in 
the politics of the anarchists and other 
groups who advocate direct action. No 
longer was there rioting in the ghettos 
or the destruction of our 
neighbourhoods. Instead, people focused 
on the city centre where the actions 
were more effective, better targeted and 
seen by more people. It was obvious that 
the police wanted us to riot in 
Kreuzberg, and were prepared for this. 
The anarchists managed to leave the 
[hettos for this, and hopefully future, 

demos and campaigns against capitalism 
and its consequences.

SOURCE: Berlin Calling.
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(other than USDAW), a local students 
union, a womens’ centre and a local 
anarchist group have all helped to keep 
morale up.

the shop by the sacked workers has 
resulted in few people prepared to cross 
the picket line. The workers are now 
waiting for an unfair dismissal hearing 
and in the meantime are without strike 
pay or state benefit. Support from unions

N.B. The NF( Flag/Vanguard faction) 
held their annual Remembrance Day 
meeting up London’s Victoria Street, but 
this year there were only 300 boneheads 
-and rumour has it that several got 
cracked skulls after the demo due to 
inadequate police protection.
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che British National Party have held 

marches in York since 1982 (York is 
their ‘Nordic capital’). According to 
John Tyndall, on a Radio York 
programme last year, York is the site of 
an uprising against ‘alien moneylenders’. 
This was, in fact, a horrible riot against 
Jews in 1190 culminating in dozens of 
Jews taking their own lives—the site of 
the event being Cliffords Tower in the 
City Centre.

Last year the BNP announced they 
would march in York—the Student 
Union called a counter-march and the 
Home Secretary banned both so the BNP 
held a rally on some private land and 
some anti-fascists tried to disrupt it, nine 
being arrested.

The SU and Anti-Fascist Action called 
for rallies this year at the War Memorial 
and Cliffords Tower—the places where 
the BNP were likely to turn up. Once 
again, as expected, the Home Office 
banned marches and the local Labour 
Council banned use of council property.

On Remembrance Sunday police 
turned back coachloads of anti-fascists 
from entering the city and even escorted 
Newcastle AFA back home. Yet some 
anti-fascists got in to the City Centre 
(claiming a meeting at the local 
community centre). Some 300 
anti-fascists assembled and a large 
crowd went to ‘greet’ the BNP 
contingent arriving by rail from Leeds 
(where the police had stopped another

Old deficit £4769.81
Present def. £4576.46 (so it’s moving at 
least!)

contingent from boarding the train). The 
police broke the anti-fascist crowd into 
groups of ten; some went to Cliffords 
Tower, some to the War Memorial, and 
some spent the day hunting for the BNP. 
Some two dozen fascists tried to get near 
Cliffords Tower but disapppeared. 
About nine others were cornered in a 
pub but were then escorted out by 
police.

The BNP, who claimed to be going to 
march through York with 150 people, • 
were humiliated. The police had also a 
large rugby match to watch that day: if 
there had been more anti-fascists about 
they couldn’t have coped. It must be 
said the large numbers of students who 
turned out was a surprise: they have 
been criticised by some AFA members 
for being prepared to travel Ion 
distances to reach anti-apartheid events 
while ignoring racism at home. The BNP 
had been carrying out a a numbers of 
attacks on isolated people in York: one 
AFA member having been knocked 
unconscious after previously having had 
etching fluid thrown in his face by 
another BNPer, though locally the BNP 
has hardly any members. The threat is 
one that has to be faced up to.

Anarchist Black Cross (London): LB 
(Cosham) £5, Benefit £30, Bookfair Gig 
£150

z

EDITORIAL COMMENT: This 
interpretation is not confined to fascists 
but is typical of conventional research.

But as York then was a far smaller city

BLACK CROSS GIG
Many thanks to Clarity & Co for the £150 
donation raised for us at the Anarchist 
Bookfair Gig. The gig featured That 
Famous Subversa (of the Poison Girls), 
Political Asylum (from Edinburgh), 
Danbert No Bacon (of Chumbawamba) 
and Bourbonese Qualk.

(barely the size of its centre today) and 
manufacturing was in its infancy 
(granted that ‘moneylending’ was an 
industry equalling banks and building 
societies now) how could it support more 
than three or four moneylenders (as 
distinct from employees—and they were 
forbidden to employ Christians) per city? 
And did not the ability to pay ransom 
make one immune from threats being 
carried out? Yet ‘dozens of Jews’ took 
their lives (to resist baptism or torture) 
while in German cities at the time 
hundreds and even thousands were 
massacred.

Could they all have been wealthy 
males? How about the wives, clerks, 
book-keepers, scribes (numerous before 
printing), builders, guards, 
embroiderers, draymen, dressmakers, 
inn keepers and staff, scholars, 
educators, doctors, and (though these 
may have sometimes overlapped) the 
vast array of religious hangers-on as well 
as their domestics? What historians 
forget are the existence of workers as 
such and of women (unless queens) at 
all.
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STATE OF PLAY
Printing bills paid to date...£ 228.00 

Postage...£ 370.80 
Stationery...£137.06 

TOTAL...£735.06 
Subs/sales...£505.24

Donations *.. .£246.45 
TOTAL...£751.69 

Credit balance £16.63 (but a couple of 
print bills to pay)
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Published, typset and layout by 
BLACK FLAG COLLECTIVE 
Printed by Aidgate Press, El
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Inland:

12 issues...£6 : 6 issues...£3
Europe (except Finland):

6 issues... £5
rTA C’/X -MFK13

★Donations:
TH (N.I)£25, CB(Barnet)£5, W (M/cr) 
£14, RV (Lewes) £10, JL (Lenz, 
Germany) £5, Norwich DA £5, M 
(Bridlington) £6.95, M (London) £100, A 
(Hants) £5, T (Bradford) £2.50, RC 
(Winchester) £50, Jonny £10, TS

(Cambridge) TOTAL £246.45

12 issues...£10:
Rest of World:
Surface:

12 issues...£.10:
Airmail:

12 issues...£15 :
Prisoners free on request. Non-eamers 
free on receipt of sae’s or postage. 
Black Flag Giro account no.58 552 4009 
London Black Cross Giro account 
no.51 172 0009
For a social system based on mutual aid 
and voluntary co-operation — against 
state control and all forms of 
government and ecconomic repression. 
To establish a share in the general 
prosperity for all — the breaking down 
of racial, religious, national and sexual 
barriers — and to fight for the life of one 
world.

A STRANGE SEQUEL
The Aston University Tory students 
invited a South African Embassy 
speaker and the anti-apartheid group in 
Birmingham staged a counter-demo. 
Some 300 besieged the Tories. As the 
police found it getting out of control, an 
ANC speaker was allowed to pacify the 
crowd then surreptitiously crept away. 
At the back of the building however a 
general melee broke out—somewhat a 
mini-Wapping. Of twelve arrested, three 
were charged and two kept overnight as 
they hadn’t been long enough in their 
present addresses to qualify as a 
permanent addresss (they were allowed 
no drink for eleven hours).

One, refused a phone call, had to give 
his car registration number and oddly, a 
few days later, was at a party that was 
raided by three cop cars saying they had 
his number. He was alleged to have been 
cruising up and down the streets 
breaking into cars and stealing radios 
(presumably dashing in and out of the 
party in between takings).

When the cases came up the one who 
had tried to rescue a friend was accused 
of trying to pull the policeman off his 
horse.
Both cases are adjourned.

»

0*

ANARCHO-QUIZ
1. What is the difference between calling 
someone a doctor in Germany as against 
almost anywhere else?
2. What was Common Wealth 
(sometimes erroneously called the 
Commonwealth Party), once 
well-known, a small rump of which still 
exists?
3. What Social Democratic
Party—currently affiliated to the Labour 
and Socialist International (to which the 
British Labour Party belongs)—while in 
power after WWI almost equalled the 
anti-semitic atrocities of the Nazis in 
WWII when it enthusiastically 
co-operated?
4. Is a current tourist hype that Hyde 
Park Comer (they mean Speakers 
Comer at the other end of the park) is a 
symbol of English free speech, true or 
false?
5. What are ‘Spanish practices’?
Answers to Quiz on page 8
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Women workers at the Belfast Branch of 
the clothes chain-store, Chelsea Girl, are 
in dispute with management over pay 
and the right to join a union. The Chelsea 
Girl stores are owned by the Lewis Group 
of companies, which boasts that in over 
35 years and with a total of 150 stores it 
has never suffered a strike. This may 
have something to do with the fact that 
all Lewis Group employees are not 
allowed to join a union under threat of 
dismissal.

Workers at Chelsea Girl in Belfast are 
expected to undertake overtime without 
pay and accept wages 200 a month less 
than their counterparts in Top Shop. Last 
year they secretly joined USDAW, the 
shopworkers union. Then just recently 
management told the workers that 
compulsory, unpaid, overtime was 
expected in the run-up to Xmas. Their 
refusal led to 34 of them being sacked on 
the spot.

Despite scab labour a regular picket of

New legislation aimed at pricing out the poor from council housing will act like a time 
bomb. When the legislation takes effect—which will be at the same time the Poll Tax 
payments begin in England and Wales—the results for many people will be catastrophic, 
increasing drastically the number of homeless and driving more people to below the 
poverty line. Add all this up and the authorities will be faced with an explosive 
situation—literally. The riots of the 1980’s will seem like a picnic.

The legislation was announced in the recent Queens Speech. The way it works is as 
follows. Any profits made on council-owned housing stock will no longer be able to be 
used to subsidise the rates, or the Poll Tax as it will be known in the future. Instead 
these profits, if any, will be expected to subsidise the housing benefit of local council 
tenants. In other words the wageless council tenants will have their rent paid for them 
by waged council tenants and if there is not enough revenue to go around then council 
rents will be adjusted. Likewise money from the Poll Tax will not be able to be used to 
bring down Council house rents—this is in order that private housing sector tenants and 
owner occupiers will not be penalised by public sector housing tenants. In this way, too, 
the Poll Tax will be kept artificially low, offset by the Council house rent rises.

The overall effect of this legislation is that council house rents w ill invariably rise 
dramatically (some observers say by as much as 17 per week). Also many tenants will be 
encouraged by these increases to move to the private sector. This will further 
encourage less house building in the public sector.

With massive increases in rents, less housing to go around, and the Poll Tax to pay as 
well, the situation will reach breaking point for many people. Already there are 
thousands of 16-17 year olds, having left home, who are homeless because under the 
new Workfare regulations they can’t receive benefit if they refuse to go on w’age-slave 
training schemes. These young people are disqualified from staying in hostels under the 
new regulations so they end up squatting or on the streets, invariably penniless with 
only crime to turn to for support. This situation can only get worse.

With no housing, only bad jobs, and a crazy tax system, the Government seems to be 
almost begging for trouble.
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anti-electioneering and
pseudo-’anarchism’ alongside denials of 
the Holocaust... a new fascist ploy, more 
markedly in America (more details of the 
American masquerade in next issue, 
meantime any information on these 
French scumbags?).
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Some of these attacks by anti-fascists 
result in letters of responsibility signed 
with the names of victims of Nazism 
during the 1930’sand 194O’s(e 
Kommando Siegbert and Lotte Rotholz). 
All the attacks are highly discriminate 
resulting in no injuries. In this sense 
Government advisers see them more as 
warnings to the Nazi community.

Allegedly the most active anti-fascist 
group is the anarchist-based, Hamburg 
Anti-Fascist Action. There are claims 
that it has its own Investigation Unit to 
monitor fascists, build up files, photos 
and lists of car number plates, etc. A 
regular Intelligence newsletter put out 
by the anarchists informs its readers 
about the movements of known fascists. 
The newsletter also contains hit lists. In 
another city anti-fascists regularly put 
up ‘wanted’ posters of local fascists.

In West Germany it seems the 
anti-fascists have given up moaning 
about Nazis and have driven them on to 
the offensive. Had this been done 
extensively in the 20’s and 30’s history 
might have been changed. Anti-fascists 
in other countries will no doubt want to 
take note of the success of their 
counterparts in West Germany.

neo-Nazi organisation. In response the 
fascists hit back with arson attacks on 
the Communist Party office in 
Gelsenkirchen and on a leisure centre 
run by the Social Democrats. Also in 
June neo-Nazis stormed a squatters 
centre run by ‘autonomists’ in the 
Hafenstrasse in Hamburg. They hit the 
squats with molotovs, CS gas and batons. 
Street battles between militants on both 
sides are now almost commonplace in 
Hamburg and cars owned by fascists are 
regularly fire-bombed.
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but has taken offence at the wave ot 
direct attacks against Shell, which has 
enormous investments in South Africa.

The Chair of ISAK, Roger Hallhag, 
actually went out of his way to write to 
one of Sweden’s anarchist papers, 
Brand, and announce that he is 
collaborating with the Secret Police 
against the attacks and warns the paper 
not to continue with pro-direct action 
propaganda. He told Brand that it was 
he who intervened to organise a news 
blackout on the bombing of a Shell 
station near Gottenberg on 4 June of this 
year. He added that he has passed on to 
Special Branch details of the anti-Shell 
propaganda campaign conducted by 
Brand.

Brand explains that in Sweden 
‘solidarity’ campaigns are basically part 
of the State.
N.B. Brand adds that a new anarchist 
cafe and meeting place has opened in 
Stockholm: Autonomy Cafe,
Bjorngardsgatan 17 (open Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 3pm to 
8pm and Saturday noon to 5 pm).

n West Germany militant anti-fascists 
have taken the offensive. The tactics 

contrast sharply with those practised 
elsewhere, which in some cases end up 
as meaningless protests and 
demonstrations as in the Exeter march 
in Britain.

West German lawyer Jurgen Rieger 
has secured his house against all 
intruders. There are infra-red sensors in 
the garden, plate glass windows and 
electronically secured locks on the 
doors. His house in Itzehoe near 
Hamburg is virtually impregnable. 
Rieger is also armed and threatens to 
shoot any intruders. What does he fear? 
In short, anti-fascists—for Rieger is a 
defender of former Nazis and neo-Nazis 
and has been a guest speaker at neo-Nazi 
rallies. Not long ago anti-fascists blew up 
his parked Mercedes. Meanwhile the 
far-right are complaining that the 
systematic attacks aimed in their 
direction are ‘undemocratic’ and that 
they want greater protection from the 
State.
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ANTI-APARTHEID
INFORMERS
Social Democrat anti-apartheid 
campaigners in Sweden are doing their 
utmost to subvert the work of 
anti-apartheid activists in that country. 
ISAK (Isolate South Africa Committee) 
campaigns for government-sponsored 
sanctions against the apartheid regime
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CONSPIRACY THEORISTS
EVERYWHERE!
A coincidence? In September this year 
delegations from the British National 
Front (’NF News’ faction) and Spain’s 
Phoney CNT (the ‘renovados’) were 
spotted in Tripoli—both enjoying an 
all-expenses paid trips courtesy of 
Colonel Gadaffi.

It is idle speculation to wonder if the 
two delegations bumped into one 
another...or what they had to talk 
about

Without doubt the Phoneys talked 
with Eurocommunist Camacho, as he 
attended their own conference, and 
offered the Phoney CNT membership of 
the CP-controlled CC.00 as a ‘legitimate 
opposition’ (but this was rejected). Is it 
possible he got a leak from the British 
TUC (the way we got an unauthorised

THATCHER SUPPORTS
MILITANT SYNDICALISTS

ast month the British prime minister, 
Margaret Thatcher, addressed a

meeting of militant syndicalist workers 
outside their shipyyard works in 
Gateshead. She congratulated them on 
their seven years of struggle to organise 
a free workers union and to challenge 
the repressive apparatus of an 
authoritarian state. Mrs Thatcher stated 
that they were the real opposition to 
that state, unlike the officially 
recognised unions or indeed the 
different political factions within the 
state hierarchy. She went on to offer her 
total support to the syndicalist union 
and wished them well in their current 
campaign to save jobs.

None of this happened of course. But 
something similar did happen in Poland. 
The farce of Mrs Thatcher siding with 
Solidamosc competes with all sensibility. 
Translate the same scenario to her own 
country and the farce becomes so much 
clearer.

Perhaps the worst aspect of her tour in 
Poland was not so much her own 
hypocrisy—the world is used to 
that—but the blatant sycophancy of 
Walesa. Power at any price is his motto, 
even if it means paying homage to the 
person responsible for so much strife 
and repression in her crusade against 
socialism.

Walesa has virtually lost all credibility 
with his own people. The ‘round table’ 
talks between Solidamosc and the State 
have yet to materialise and no one has 
any faith in them anyway. When the 
announcement was made that the Lenin 
shipyards in Gdansk were to be closed
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WHOSE MASQUERADING AS 
WHOM?
But not only British fascists like to 
masquerade as ‘revolutiqnaries’. In 
France some joker is publishing a paper 
called L’Homme Libre which mixes 
articles on anti-militarism,

ANARCHIST CONFERENCE IN 
POLAND
Anarchists in Poland recently staged a 
national conference in Gdansk, possibly 
the first national meeting of Anarchists 
since 1946 (when the survivors of the old 
movement tried to regroup in Warrsaw). 
This attracted some seventy people from 
ten Polish cities. According to one 
source the meeting was broken up after 
thirty minutes by the State’s
Anti-Terrorist Brigade.. Two people 
were dragged away by police but as we 
go to press it is unclear whether the two 
have been charged, detained or 
released.

down Walesa stepped in to stem the 
inevitable industrial action.

The strike action spread from a smaller 
yard at nearby Wisla to Gdansk itself. 
The management at the Lenin yard were 
then forced to announce an unexpected 
two day ‘holiday’, as they called it. All 
the workforce stayed at home but then 
400 staged an occupation when they 
realised that the plan of management 
was to force a lockout. Walesa then 
intervened and stated that he would 
resign from Solidarnosc if the strike 
action escalated. Walesa said that by 
going on strike the workers had ‘defied’ 
him. He added, ‘There is no 
obedience...if the strike spreads I will be 
willing to resign. If they don’t obey it 
means I am losing importance’.

Walesa has condemned himself. He 
was once a great leader, but like all 
leaders fell foul to the temptations of 
power. He, and others in Solidamosc, 
are seduced by the idea that one day 
Solidarnosc will be able to influence 
ovemment policy. The Polish leaders 

indeed see one way of breaking 
Solidamosc is by inviting some of its 
leaders to participate in government, in 
a sort of national reconciliation. Of 
course this will inevitably mean 
accepting austerity measures in order 
that a ‘national recovery’ can be 
planned.

The alternative is for Solidamosc to 
reject Walesa and any other leaders 
taken in by all this and to return once 
again to its original militancy. This was 
not what Thatcher supported, of course, 
but the corporatism that the Polish 
authorities so badly wish to impose and 
what she would never dream of 
invoking, except in times of crisis, in her 

The magazine Der Spiegel states that 
over the last 12 months there are known 
to be over 20 violent attacks—mostly fire 
bombings—against the homes and 
meeting places of the fascists. They base 
this figure on a Government report 
which claims that this number is twice 
that of the previous 12 months. Actions 
which the magazine identifies include 
the molotoving of a car owned by a NDP 
(neo-Nazi) official in Bierstadt; an arson 
attack on the local headquarters of the 
Free Workers Party (also neo-Nazi) near 
Gottingen; the burning of seven buses 
belonging to a travel company in 
Elmshorn that had a contract with a

own country.
In Britain Mrs Thatcher has no need to 

turn to the unions to participate in 
Government. They have isolated 
themselves from that possibility as much 
as they have isolated themselves from 
traditional militancy. If a Solidarnosc, or 
a ‘one big union’ independent of political 
parties and dedicated to militant action, 
ever arose in Britain it will be the official 
unions, as in Poland, who will take the 
side of the State in trying to put it down. 
But if it’s real change that people want, 
and not more of the same old medicine, 
then there will have to be a Solidarnosc, 
without its failings for leaders and its 
dependency upon a Church, to provide 
the basis for organisation.

one) that the UGT was angling for a 
similar amalgamation, with a hand-out 
of the genuine CNT’s sequestered funds 
which the bankrupt Comisiones Obreras 
could also do with?

Meanwhile the Phoneys ‘Haw Haw’ 
Dr. Brian Bamford, has written in 
‘Freedom’about how the tobacco 
workers strike in southern Spain was 
backed by the socialist UGT and the 
Renovados ‘but not, it seems , by the 
CNT-AIT’, which he attributes to 
‘snobbish sectarianism' and the fact that 
the genuine CNT ‘seems to pride itself on 
not taking part in demos’. By pure 
coincidence some Black Flag editors 
were in Spain at the time: visiting the 
local CNT-AIT they found the branch 
supporting reinstatement of the sacked 
CP-ers by strike action (even though 
they had opposed the union recognition 
of the CNT).
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