HE RECENT General Strike in Spain -
the first in over fifty years - saw a

turnout exceeding 90% in the industrial
areas. It was a response that confounded the
two unions, the UGT and the CCOO, which
initiated it but which also helped to create
the conditions that caused it. But the level
of response did not surprise the anarchist
union, the CNT-AIT, which had organised
Spain’s two previous general strikes and
which supported this current manifestation

of popular anger to the full.

Despite the large numbers who took part
in the strike there were a number of attempts
by the forces of reaction to provoke the sort
of fascist attacks more reminiscent of the
pistolero gangs of the early ’30’s. In Sarag-
ossa workers affiliated to the CNT-AIT
were threatened at gunpoint by their boss
the day before the strike - but the cenetist-
ers went on strike anyway. In Bilbao a mass-
ive demonstration was attacked by police
firing rubber bullets. And in Barcelona
anarchists were arrested at gunpoint.

The Barcelona incident happened when
six strikers - all members of the Poble Sec
anarchist ateneo (social centre) saw a bar
open to the public in defiance of the strike.
So they threw in a harmless firework to
wake up the customers to the fact that the

rest of Barcelona had risen up. The next thing

that happened was that the occupants of the
bar rushed out waving pistols and ordered
the six strikers to lie face down on the floor.
The six were then arrested (the occupants
of the bar turned out not to be just ordinary
scabs but plain-clothed police looking for
trouble). As we go to press some are still
being held in custody.

The General Strike was taken in response to

government measures in pursuing free market
policies, and in particular the newly created
youth ‘training’ scheme, known as the Plan
de Empleo Juvenil (PEJ). The strike was also
against unemployment generally, which in
Spain has risen to 22%, the highest in Europe
excepting Portugal.

The pathetic one-day call-out by the
reformist UGT and CCOO unions stands in
sharp contrast to the Social General Strike
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HERE ARE now at least 14 states in

the USA where private prisons are
employing prison labour on minimum
pay. In Britain, meanwhile, the far-right
Adam Smith Institute has published a
booklet arguing the case for prison
labour schemes over here. Neither the
US or projected UK schemes envisage
incarcerated wage earners being union-
ised. In the USA the only prison union-
isation scheme going is that promoted by
the IWW (Industrial Workers of the
World) in Ohio; and in Britain prison
unions are a non-entity. In some count-
ries prison unions have been run on
different lines—in Spain the CNT (the
anarchist labour union) organised its
members in prison on labour strikes and
in order to get association; they also
provided on-going aid to prisoner’s
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as organised by the anarcho-syndicalists. The
practice of the CNT has always been to take
the maximum advantage of a general strike
and not simply to leave the place of work
vut to take over the workplaces and
occupy and even collectivise them. With a
one-day affair this is hardly possible.
Nevertheless the CNT-AIT gave full support
to the strike but made it quite clear that
they considered the strike was just as much
against the reformist policies of the UGT
and CCOO which have had a social pact
with the PSOE (the ruling Spanish Workers
Party) for the past six years.

T he strike began in a spectacular way at
midnight on December 13th. On the pro-
PSOE Channel One TV show a presenter ann-
ounced that the strike was expected to draw
only a 50% turnout and that most services

families.

Now it is the capitalists that are taking
the initiative. They believe that prisons
should be self-financing, be run as a
business, and even make a profit. We
examine below some of the ideas on
prison reform pushed by the far-right,
how the schemes work in practice, and
the possible response that prisoners
could consider.

In Leavenworth prison in the USA
Zephyr Products employs a small
number of prisoners inside the prison in
sheet metal work production. Another
company, Heatron, employs prisoners in
the manufacture of heating systems.
They pay them the equivalent of £2.20
an hour, which is the minimum wage in
the industry and five times the average
pay of prison labour in the USA. In
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were expected to be running as usual. At that
point the TV screen suddenly went blank,
as the TV production workers had pulled the
plug out. That was the signal for the strike
to begin. In contrast on another channel
the TV presenter signed off by announcing
that the strike would prove to be a great succ-
ess and then wished all the viewers a ‘good
rest’ the following day.

When dawn broke it was clear Channel One
had got it all wrong. In Barcelona no news-

papers appearec; taxis, buses tubes, trains
were at a complete standstill. Every single bar
and shop in the city was shut. The industrial
area of Baix Llobregat was 100% shut down.
All schools were closed - both state and priv-
ate. The same for theatres and cinemas.

The main market stopped at 3 in the morn
-ing, which meant that farmworkers also

another prison Tensen Engineering
employ prisoners as draughtsmen and
pays them around $5.50 an hour. From
this they deduct money for ‘bed and
breakfast’ and contributions to a
compulsory scheme for victims. The pay
1s also subject to tax. All in all, after
deductions, the prisoner-draughtsman
kKeeps around 40% of his original pay. In
one California prison TWA, the airline
company, employs 50 prisoners as
customer service clerks whose job is to
answer all the phone enquiries from
customers seeking information about

flights. TWA, known for its long history

of strike-busting, reckons it’s cheaper to
employ prison labour at minimum pay
because they don’t have to pay fringe

benefits. The prisoners reckons it’s
worth it as when they eventually leave
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SPAIN - GENERAL STRIKE

ANARCHIST MILITANTS ARRESTED AT GUNPOINI

stopped work for the day. The few shops
that attempted to open were stopped by
pickets. The giant Corte Ingles department
store in Plaza Catalunya attracted several
hundred pickets and riot police and after
several charges and counter-charges the
store’s management agreed to close (the
store is owned by the late General Franco's
widow).

The UGT, the CCOO, and the phoney CNT
marched together - it was a peaceful affair.
In contrast the CNT-AIT organised a sep-
arate march (originally banned by the police)

which drew attacks from the police. At
Plaza de Universidad the cenetistas sang

A Los Barricados (‘To The Barricades’) while
simultaneously barricading all the roads

in the area. They then marched towards the
Ramblas, bricking banks as they went. Once
In the Ramblas the anarchists set up more
barricades, blocking off Placa Catalunya. The
Police attacked and there was hand-to-hand
fighting. The newspapers referred to the
conflict as ‘guerrilla warfare'.

This was how the day ended. Clearly from
the mood of everyone it could easily have
been the beginning. It was the same, too,

In other parts of Spain. In Madrid, for exam-
ple, all public transport was brought to a
nalt after scabs were attacked with stones;
there too strikers were attacked by police.
who fired bullets over their heads.

For some it was like going back in time.
The ‘one day affair’ was but a glimpse of
what could have been. The CNT-AIT distrib-
uted hundreds of thousands of leaflets
calling for more radical action, and in con-
sequence draw most of the media attention
despite the fact that it was the reformist
unions that had called the strike in the first
place.

No doubt the government will now make
the odd concession to placate the reformist
unions, but their real dread are the workers
who prefer direct action to political negot-
1ation. It was the spirit of direct action that

was the real victor of the General Strike.
The people had a taste of revolution. And
they decided it tasted good...

SOURCE: MT & S (CNT-AIT, Barcelona)

prison they are assured of a job with
TWA. In fact out of 17 prisoners released
who had worked as prisoners with TWA.
15 got jobs with the company.

In Britain the situation is totally dif-
ferent. Most prisoners are banged up and
not allowed to work. Those that are
(around a third of the prison population)
end up doing unskilled work for a few
pence an hour, averaging $2.25 a week.
A few years ago the main organisation
that ran prison industries was a
company called Prindus. But this
company was closed down as it never
made a profit and was full of corruption

The Adam Smith Institute wants the
prison system in Britain to learn from
the American experiments, particularly
now that some of the new prisons will be
privately owned and possibly privately
run. The ASI argues that it costs over
x14,000 a year to keep someone in prison
and this money goes down the drain as
the prisoner, once released, will not be

continued on page 6
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QUESTIONS &

ANSWERS ON
ANARCHISM

Why do you regard the working
class as revolutionary? If it ever
was, it certainly isn’t now!

No class or section can be permane-
ntly revolutionary—thatisto
suggest a permanent seething cauldron
of protest and change. When classes
have struggled to become free of constr-
aints from classes above them, they
have used revolutionary change—as
nations have. Such revolutions have
brought economic freedoms (e.g. the
bourgeois revolutions against feudalism)
or political ones (nationalist risings
against foreign oppression). These have
sometimes turned sour, often inevitably.

The anarchist case is not that the
working class i1s exceptionally revolut-
ljonary, or in any way imbued with all
the virtues, but is a class that does not
need to exploit any other class because it
does its work itself, and in the course of
achieving economic emancipation it
can—not necessarily will, but
can—dispense with any political repres-
sion whatever,
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No other class can dispense with
government because every society
outside science fiction needs someone to
do the work for it, and any class other
than a working class needs a stick or a
carrot to compel others to do it.

Under any State the working class is
bound to contain reactionary elements
because it inevitably is prey to ruling
class propaganda; sometimes conditions
make it want revolution (though they do
not necessarily make it possible to take
over society). Good or bad economic
conditions, and the powers of force and
persuasion act as a brake upon change.

and revolution often looks remote. In
fact huge revolutions have been made
within living memories: whether advan-

tage has been taken of them is another
matter.
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HOME NEWS
RENEWED CALL FOR ID CARDS

The parliamentary Home Affairs Com-
mittee has called on the Home Office to
consider using the back page of the new
computer-readable UK passport as an
identification document in place of a
formal I/D card. The committee proposes
that its dual function as an I/D card
would be limited as holders would only
be required to carry it on a ‘voluntary
basis’. However, the committee also
points out that on mainland Europe
everyone is expected to carry I/D cards
and the UK is expected to fall in line
with this requirement, especially by
1992.

The committee also recommends that
the British Visitors Passport be phased

NF LINK TO BIRMINGHAM PUB BOMBINGS

N OUR last issue we referred to

evidence published in Black Flag in
1974 linking the National Front to the
Birmingham Pub bombings. With
renewed interest in the six Irishmen
framed for the bombings, and given the
possibility of an appeal being heard into
the Guildford Four case, we have
decided to re-examine this evidence in
the hope that it may help to throw some
light on these incidents—which in their
day were not subject to a ‘fair hearing .
The facts at our disposal, to date never
published elsewhere, are given in full

below.
At the end of October 1974 the Press

Association received a call from
someone claiming that the bomb attacks
on two pubs in Guildford as well as on
three private clubs in London were
carried out by a group called ‘Red Flag
74’ . The caller added that Red Flag 74
was a ‘militant left-wing group’ and that
all its members were ex-IMG (Internat-
ional Marxist Group). The caller used the
sort of terms and phrases normally
associated with the right in describing
those on the left. The same group (Red
Flag 74) later claimed the planting of two
bombs attached to magistrates cars (they
failed to go off) as well as a bomb
attached to the car of Denis Howell,
minister of sport. On this occasion the
caller claimed that there would be a
huge demonstration in Birmingham
where the IRA and the UDA (sic) would
participate. Needless to say this demon-

ridicule, their intentions need to be more
cooly questioned. What the committee
really wants to do is get the public,
especially the young, used to the idea
that I/D cards are the norm. If young
people are expected to carry /D cards
whenever they go out on the town or to
a sporting event then, the theory goes, it
won’t be long before they get used to

carrying them all the time.
First the authorities will talk about the

need to ‘voluntarily’ carry the cards,
then the cards will become compulsory.
The signs are the cards will be phased in
over the next three years. But the
compulsory element of the programme
will only work if the voluntary one

succeeds...

out to encourage more people to be
become full passport holders. Even
though a great number of people do not
hold passports the committee hopes that
a dual-functioned passport would
replace ‘the growing number of cards
being issued by football clubs, public
houses, and other private establishments
for the purpose of identification’.

The committee’s proposals are totally
impracticable and even downright daft.
Can they really see hordes of youngsters
taking their passports with them to
soccer matches, or youths out on the
town for a piss-up flashing their passport
to gain entry to a pub? While their
recommendations are clearly open to

stration didn’t occur. the Birmingham Pub bombings MI6

A further claim was also made by Red agent Kenneth Littlejohn was staying in
Flag 74: namely responsibility for the Birmingham at the home of Thomas
Birmingham Pub bombings. None of the Watt, a local prominent fascist. Little-
claims, nor the existence of Red Flag 74, john had been involved in a number of
were ever made known to the general bombing attacks in Dublin on behalf of
public. We ourselves came to know of MI6; they had been carried out to discr-
them via a contact in Fleet Street. edit the IRA and to force new repressive
However within days of the Press legislation through the Dail. The Birmin-
Association receiving these calls the gham pub bombings achieved just that In
National Front blamed an arson attack the UK.
on the car of one of their prominent Kenneth Littlejohn had the knowledge
members, Roy Painter, on the group Red and skill to carry out the Birmingham
Flag 74. This in itself raises a number of pub bombing; he had contacts in MI6 to
questions. For example, how had the NF supply the explosives. Most of those
heard about Red Flag 74? What evidence killed in the bombing, it should be
had they to blame it on that group? Was remembered, were Irish catholics
this an attempt by the NF to bring the —hardly a suitable target for republican
name Red Flag 74 into the public paramilitaries? As for the fascists, they
domain? are always useful to agents of the state

The claims by Red Flag 74 were all to provide safe-houses. And once the
made after the bombings, and no techn- main target (the Irish community) had
ical details were ever given. This would been hit, then why not a lesser target
indicate that the claims were false. But like the IMG? If fascists did have a hand
they were made for a reason—namely, in the bombing, we believe their role
to associate blame with the left, in part- was purely secondary. To date, though,
icular with IMG. They were never no investigation has ever been made into
credible claims and the amateurish way Red Flag 74 (or its creators), and no real
in which they were made would indicate investigation has ever been made into
that the caller(s)was not an agent of the the real reason why Littlejohn was
state. All the signs point to the NF being staying in the house of a well known
behind the claims and of Red Flag 74 fascist in the city where a pub bombing
being a phoney organisation invented by resulted in one of the most draconian
the Front as a vehicle for spreading and repressive acts ever being passed, as
disinformation. well as the life imprisonment of six men

All of this takes on a different meaning who have consistently sworn their
when it is recalled that on the night of Innocence.

WHOSE DEFENCE?

A plane gets blown up with a huge loss
of life and a Scottish town is decimated.
The politicos and press set up the
cowardly and hypocritical wail that this
1S an act of terrorism; would someone
have to wipe out an English city before

they came to recognise that this was an
act of war?

For years there has been a political
pretence about ‘terrorism’ by which
they meant national warfare masquer-
ading as resistance, and used the
pretence to discredit resistance. They
used to equate this with ‘anarchism’,
now they can hardly deny it is statist.

But what to do about it? The atom bomb
and the delicate preservation of peace to
preserve the status quo have made it
impracticable for the Powers to use war
except where they can barge in on a
smaller State, and then only with
connivance between the superpowers.

They still go on with the expensive
farce of national defence for all that.
The main excuse for having a State at all
1s that it provides national defence. If it
1s no longer able to do so, should we not
think of doing so ourselves?

DINGLE BELLS

On 19th Dec I was walking back from Plymouth Hoe after a function and as we appr-
oached Royal Parade we couldn’t help noticing crowds of people and flashing lights.
ngles, Plymouth'’s first posh departmental store completed after WWII, was well and
truly ablaze.

After ten mainutes of watching as the smoke and flames leaped high in the sky we
noticed how bored the dogs were with their extended walkies, and took a taxi home.

T'he next day the local CID chief announced at a press conference that the fire ‘was
highly suspicious’ but that the police were not going to pursue the sabotage/arson angle
yet.

About an hour later there was a bang on the door. Two plain clothes cops holding
their ID cards asked to come in. I demanded to know what it was about. After a bit they
sard it was to do with the Dingles’ fire. They wanted a _full account of my movements the
previous day. Why was I a suspect?... Because I'm an anarchist, and anarchists like to
burn things down or blow them up and just to prove they are nice people, they say they
like animals too! | \

['was sorry to disappoint the plods’ stereotype views of anarchism. I could provide a
Jull account of my movements the previous day with alibis and fortunatel yformel'd
gone nowhere near Dingles (otherwise that would have been sufficient evidence?)

One cop asked me inevitably ‘Are your politics peaceful?’ to which I replied ‘Are
yours?’ They asked me to ‘co-operate’ if I heard anything. ‘It’s only property. I don't
gwve a toss about animal lib and hunt sabs, etc. as it's a diversion from the class
struggle, which when won, will change everything!’ He zoomed in on the workers’ angle
and asked if[ thought it bad that 450 workers had lost their 70bs. ‘Of course,’ I said. 'i)llf
you might as well be asking me about the IRA .

T'he cops followed up the alibis (my father, who is 71, thought they were Mormons) and
checked with my daughter that I had been home that afternoon. They also interviewed
other local anarchos. \

That day all the animal rights campaigners from anti-vivisectionists to the RSPC A
were pontzﬂcati'ng about the ALF. There was concern for the mice in the building and
the pigeons nesting on the roof, as well as mentioning firemen’s lives. Some redundant
workers claimed ‘they’'d work for nothing’ to keep things gowng, while C & A took all
their leather goods off the shelves... then the jokes began. ‘What did the firemen STNg o
the way to the fire?’ ‘Dingle Bells, Dingle Bells, Dingle all the wa Y But the main p; nwnt |
noticed from the media and the general public was that th ough they thought they had
gone too far, they were sympathetic to animal liberation. whatever that mea ns,\
contrasting sickeningly with their opinions of the miners strike and people’s rights.

Graham Short, Plymouth.





















	DSC_4191
	DSC_4192
	DSC_4193
	DSC_4194
	DSC_4195
	DSC_4196
	DSC_4197
	DSC_4198



