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from planetary worship: the priesthood 
began with astronomers whose reading of 
the stars enabled them to predict events 
or at least give explanations based on 
hindsight.

The State as it exists now has been the 
subject of centuries of evolution: it has 
not ceased to be oppressive. The 
priesthood became organised religion, it 
also became Science. Magic—which is 
ossified superstition entering the scientific 
ranks as an impostor—was used by religion 
against Science and won so decisively that 
‘wissenkraft (science), when it became a 
religion of its own and which we know 
now as witchcraft, was stigmatised as 
‘magical’ by the magicians or priesthood 
who had finally formed a church, a 
position it held for centuries.

Although the Roman church persecuted 
Galileo—a scientist as highly regarded as 
Isaac Newton—he spent his life trying to 
reconcile science and Anglican 
Christianity by mathematics (and his 
writings on the universe are such bunk 
they are relegated to archives, although 
many astronomers follow his other 
writings blindly). With the 19th Century it 
seemed Science had at last broken with 
religion. The teachers of evolution seemed 
to have put paid to Fundamentalism (they 
had for the time being), but it didn't 
prevent the scientists from barking up 
many wrong trees all the same.)

The Church, alarmed, fell back on its old 
classical role of supporting the State. Both 
supported each other in an hour of need. 
The Church preached submission. The 
State punished blasphemy. This dual role 
is seen clearly today in extremist Islam, 
and in American Fundamentalism, but it 
was the norm in Christianity last century.

irst the ambition of a few individuals, then a few social 
classes, erected slavery and conquest into a vital principle 
and implanted more than any other terrible idea of the 
divinity. Since then all society was impossible without those 
two institutions as a base, the Church and the State...of a 
sudden two castes were organised: that of the priests and 
the aristocracy, who without losing any time did the job of 
inculcating deeply into the enslaved people the 
indispensabilitity, usefulness and sanctity of the Church 
and the State.
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As the world busies itself with the 
death threat issued by a religious 
psychopath against a distinguished 
novelist, scant attention is being paid 
to the equally determined death threats 
issued against several union militants 
in Brazil who are organising against 
the notorious, company paid, death 
squads.

The union militants are all members 
'of the COB, the anarchist-syndicalist 
union, and are acutely aware that 
the threats are no idle ones.
A Senor Lima, who works for the 
Company Police of the state railway 
firm, the CBTU, openly brandished 
his gun at Leonardo Morelli, from the 
COB, and told Mr Morelli that he would 
soon be dead. Other COB affiliates 
received similar death threats from 
the Company Police.

The trigger-happy private police 
intervened when members of COB, 
together with Transport workers, tried 
to organise a meeting against the murder 
of union activists. Last year three 
steelworkers were gunned down during 
a strike at the Volta Redonda plant; 
the planned meeting was also to commem­
orate the killing of a railway worker, 
Jose Ulysses d’Albuquerque, who 
was shot by hired thugs during the 
February, 1988 railways strike.

Over 5000 workers intended to 
attend the commemorative meeting, 
but intimidation from the Sao Paulo 
city council resulted in the meeting 
having to go ahead semi-clandestinely.
Consequently many workers were 
unable to get to the meeting.
These open threats against trade union­
ists are becoming increasingly common 
in Brazil, and for the COB - a relatively 
young union - such threats are now 
part of the course given that the union 
is gaining a reputation for militant action 
in the transport industry. Although 
quite a small union the COB is also 
expanding in other industrial sectors, 
in particular petro-chemicals and the 
oil refineries.

As news of the death threats came 
through other anarcho-syndicalist unions 
and organisations have been called upon 
to intervene.

HE STATE became necessary when 
slavery was created and the human 
race took its first fatal step towards 

self destruction—depicted imaginatively 
in the story of the Fall of Man—not 
because of humanity 's need for 
knowledge (as shown in the story of Adam 
laying the blame on Woman) but because 
of the urge to dominate (as shown in the 
story of Cain and Abel).

In the 19th Century, when Christians 
still believed that Cain and Abel were 
quite as much historical figures as 
Napoleon and 'Wellington, secularism had 
a field day. How could Cain and Abel 
breed? How could Cain go off and wander 
through the cities, an outcast? All of this 
was fair enough but missed the point of 
the allegory7 of the conquest of the 
warriors over those who tended the herd, 
and of male conquest—in the form of 
Adam—over woman. The primitive State 
was needed to guard the subject people. A 
justification by faith in a divine will was 
also needed.

The warriors who had to be absent 
fighting or hunting needed to persuade 
the rest that their right to rule was not 
just the strength of the mailed fist, but a 
manifestation of something divine—and so 
they had to have an invisible prison guard, 
but this was not enough. Until people 
learned to accept invisibility as
God—which came only in historical 
reckoning with ‘pure monotheism’—the 
God had to have visible agents, and not 
just symbols or idols. And so the State had 
to delegate its powers to what was to 
become the Church but began as Science.

The early years were full of terror of the 
Unknown. Without scientific knowledge 
people trembled at the visitations of the 
God they identified with the planets. 
Every natural religion had come down
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WATCHING THE WATCHERS 2
- Paul Wilkinson (Research Foundation for 
the Study of Terrorism), Carron Bank, 
Cameron Street, Stonehaven;
- Michael William Ivens (Aims of Industry, 
RFST), 49 Ordinance Hill, London NW8;
- (Leonard) Maxwell Harper Gow 
(president of Economic League), Eventyr, 
Lyars Road, Longniddry, E Lothian EH32 
OPT (Tel. Longniddry 52142);
- George Kennedy Young (former deputy 
MI6), 37 Abbotsbury House, London W14 
(Tel 01-603 8432);
- Ray Whitney MP (former head of the 
Information Research Department), The 
Dial House, Sunninghill, Berks SL5 OAG 
(Tel Ascot-23164).
NOTE: The RFST is now based at 40 
Doughty Street, London WC1, which is 
also the home of Aims of Industry (the 
anti-union propaganda outfit) and British 
United Industrialists (the conduit for 
passing funds mainly to the Tory Party). 
Also included on the RFST council are Sir 
John Biggs Davison MP and Commander 
William Hucklesbury (of Anti-Terrorist 
Squad fame).

Ronnie Lee (Animal Liberation Front), above, as seen in Long Lartin Wed 1st Mar 1989 and John 
Walker (of the Birmingham Six) in coversation with co-defendant Hugh Callaghan below.

1. What people have created a sinister 
consiracy to destroy civilisation, according 
to American right-winger Lyndon 
LaRouche?
2. What long-running anarchist club was 
raided by the police - two months after it 
had moved?
3. What 19th century republican and 
working class paper, named after the 
Devil, had its title taken by 1960’s middle 
class trots, but is unlikely to be taken 
again?
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4. What, for years, was the function of the 
Lord Chamberlain, and why, even before 
his useless job was abolished, was it 
imitated by quasi-private enterprise?
5. H. B. Warner played in the silent 
version of The Life of Jesus: what 
clinching argument was put up by film 
distributors against a far greater star who 
wanted to play the part?

DEBATE BY prisoners at the Lon 
Lartin top security gaol was
sabotaged by the prison authorities 

when they saw things weren’t going 
exactly their way. The event was 
organised by prisoner John Bowden, but 
just days before he was ghosted’ to 
Winson Green gaol after being beaten up 
by screws.

This was the second such debate 
organised by Bowden—the first was on 
prisoner unions—and things were goin 
smoothly until the Governor, John Whitty, 
started to demand certain changes. It was 
then, using a minor argument over some 
toiletries, that Bowden was attacked by 
guards and moved out. For several days no 
one, including solicitors invited by
Bowden to the debate, had any idea which 
prison he had been moved to. Eventually 
the message came through that he was at 
Winson Green and that, despite what had 
happened, he wanted the debate to take 
place and the guest speakers and his other 
guests (including ourselves) to turn up for 
it. We then contacted Kate Akester, the 
solicitor from Birnbergs who had been 
invited to speak, to urge that some kind of 
protest be made at the debate on his 
behalf, and on this basis we decided to 
respect his wishes and go along.

When we arrived at Long Lartin we 
found that the Governor had stacked the 
guests with an assortment of blue-rinsed 
Prison Visitors (liberal do-gooders), Prison 
Department officials and screws. Even the 
Governor's wife, lauding it around like 
Lady Muck, was there to sound off. 
Channel Four TV and Tariq Ali (busily 
being stand-offish) were there, too, to film 
the proceedings, and there were reporters 
from Tlie Guardian and The Observer. 
Scattered amongst the invited guests were 
the actual prisoners, who must have 
wondered what a farce the whole thing

was turning in to.
The proceedings began with the guest 

speakers doing their bit and the audience 
(prisoners and guests) asking questions. 
Apart from Jimmy Boyle (the ex-lifer 
turned success story) the speakers were all 
pretty predictable. Things got a bit lively 
though when the prisoners started to use 
the occasion to air their grievances, 
describing some of the worst excesses of 
the top security establishment. One 
prisoner, for example, a PFLP Palestinian, 
managed to bring a bit of reality into the 
debate when he graphically told of how his 
wife and five year old kid are routinely 
strip-searched each and every time they 
come to visit him. He was told they may be 
carrying explosives.

Boyle was clearly much respected by the 
prisoners because he’d been through the 
system himself (but his dapper 
appearance—looking like he was just off to 
some mafia wedding—only served to 
increase the impression that today he is 
simply a media star.) Stephen Shaw, in his 
designer suit, of the Prison Reform Trust, 
was concerned to make prisons more 
liveable by ‘easing tensions’—i.e by getting 
prisoners and the authorities working 
together (like scab unionists collaborating 
with company managers). Kate Akester 
angrily spoke about what had happened 
with John Bowden, and went on to raise 
some legal developments concerning 
prison reforms. A polytechnic lecturer, a 
Mr Sim, was the only guest speaker to 
touch upon the question of prison 
abolition.

The debate then opened up and one 
prisoner spoke about the possibility of 
wages being increased if and when prisons 
are privatised. He urged that wages be 
according to outside rates and suggested 
that prisoners could then be given the 
opportunity to use some of the wages to

save up for when they are released and 
some for funding their families qf victims. 
Unfortunately this suggestion was not 
developed further.

A number of other issues were then 
raised. The Governor's wife wanted to 
know about the ‘rights’ of victims and she 
was told by Boyle, to the general applause 
of the prisoners, that she had no moral 
monopoly on the question and that the 
prisoners had invited victims to the debate 
but none had accepted. Boyle also added 
that it was all very well that politicans 
demanded freedom of information, but 
prisoners needed this more than anyone 
and that the confidentiality of prison 
records ensured that prisoners were never 
able to get justice.

After the morning's debate there was 
the farce of the whole proceeding being 
curtailed for three hours while the routine 
of normal prison life was adhered to. The 
prisoners were segregated and sent back 
to their cells and the guests spent the 
whole of the extended interval banged up 
in a corridor. The only people we had an 
opportunity to socialise with were the 
bureaucrats from the Home Office, the 
piss-heads from the Media, and the senior 
screws. Inevitably we chose to keep to 
ourselves, although at one point one of us 
took the opportunity to harangue Whitty 
about what had happened to Bowden and 
about the situation with Martin Foran 
(who had been in Long Lartin). We also 
spoke briefly to Boyle, who confessed that 
he used to read Black Flag when he did 
time but wondered if we had compromised 
ourselves by coming to the debate. We told 
him we hadn't and asked him the same! 
We really came to meet prisoners we’d 
been in touch with.

The afternoon session was structured to 
lead to the greatest degree of frustration 
all round. We all went into ‘workshops’ 
—prisoners, screws, bureaucrats, media 
stars, experts, etc—to debate ‘freely’ but 
on pre-determined meaningless questions 
that only served to legitimate the prison 
system as a whole while arguing for 
modifications. Again, as with the mornin; 
session, the most articulate participants 
were the prisoners themselves. But the 
very valuable points they raised—refusin 
to stick to the agenda—were later taken to 
a plenary session where inevitably they 
became abbreviated. The debate then 
ended, and the prison quickly got back to 
normal’.
Afterwards we agreed that the event 

had been worthwhile because of the 
opportunity it gave us to informally talk, 
joke and mingle with prisoners, some of 
whom were old friends. There was Ronnie 
Lee, who was as cheery as ever. For one of 
us, there were some old mates known from 
a previous stretch. It was good, too, to 
meet Johnny Walker, one of the
Birmingham Six’, who recently had an 

interview published in Black Flag.
But it was the humanity of the 

prisoners—in spite of what they have to 
endure—that shone out in sharp contrast 
to their emotionless captors who, apart 
from a few, made it obvious that they 
resented the debate taking place at all. 
The prisoners demanded another debate 
for the future, but it will only be 
meaningful if organised directly by them.

John Bowden, meanwhile, is still in 
W inson Green. His fellow prisoners, on 
several occasions during the debate, 
protested vigorously on his behalf. While 
he was not physically present at the 
debate, his friends there made it clear to 
us that it was his debate and that Whitty, 
whatever his career aspirations, can only 
be credited in their eyes with trying to 
manipulate the proceedings. The invisible 
agenda—the real agenda—where the 
prisoners succeeded in getting their 
grievances aired and making contacts of 
their own choice, went ahead in spite of 
the farce that Whitty turned the debate 
into.

\\ hat did not get raised was the ending 
of imprisonment altogether. One prisoner 
said some conservatives were talking as if 
it might be just as well to kill all the 
prisoners now and get it over with as a 
short term solution to the longer term 
liberal alternatives. Yet these were 
obviously not the answer either: for once, 
anarchism sounded more practical!

London Black Cross
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ROUND 48 political prisoners, 
mainly from the Red Army
Fraction, have been involved in a 

hunger strike campaign since the 
beginning of February. The prisoners are 
protesting against permanent solitary 
confinement—that has ranged in certain 
cases up to an incredible 18 years—and 
are demanding association with each 
other and with other prisoners. Despite 
the large number of prisoners involved in 
the hunger strike the West German press 
has refused to even mention it.

The hungerstrike is the tenth organised 
by the RAF. To date the State has 
deVerminely refused to accede to any 
demands made by RAF prisoners, and 
because of this the RAF are realistic 
enough to realise that they will not get 

N)

extending tne iw a in i\ortn, aoum ana 
Central America. Also present at the 
meeting were comrades from Paraguay 
and Uraguay.

—

Death Threats Contd. 
from Front Page

The COB is the Brazilian 
section of the International Workers 
Association - the anarchist-syndicalist 
international - and the IWA Secretariat 
in West Germany has presented a formal 
protest to the Brazilian Government 
via their embassy in Bonn. As we go• > 
to press different sections of the IWA 
are making similar protests.

For COB militants it is now, literally, 
a matter of life and death. It is not 
surprising that the union has to organ­
ise semi-clandestinely in order to carry 
out union activities. The pistoleros - 
or hired gunmen - of the companies act 
with impunity, protected by their 
status and their emplyers and condoned 
by the state.

Meanwhile the COB is anxious that 
news of the death threats and the sit­
uation generally regarding the company- 
paid death squads is reported on as X
widely as possible. The Brazilian
Government must realise that if harm 
comes to the COB militants then 
their representatives will face the 
inevitable consequences.

anywhere unless they get wider publicity 
both within West Germany and elsewhere.

RAF prisoners in particular and those 
classified as terrorists generally are, as a 
matter of policy, placed into solitary 
confinement—not just for a matter of 
days, weeks or months, but permanently. 
Certain of the original RAF prisoners have 
spent 18 years, virtually all in soli! But the 
torture doesn’t end there: the cells they 
are in all have closed circuit TV’s to 
monitor movements; special blinds are 
fitted to the windows so that the prisoners 
cannot see outside; visits are restricted 
and human contact with others is 
forbidden. In addition the prisoners are 
strip-searched several times a day. Cell 
raids are frequent too. Furthermore there 
is no exercise and no recreation—in fact

NOTE: The prisoners involved in the hunger 
strike are as follows:
Gisela Dutzi, Ingrid Brabas, Helmut Pohl, 
Christine Klar, Eva Haule, Rico Prauss, Andrea 
Sievering, Mareile Schmegner, Sieglinde 
Hofmann, Karl-Heinz Dwello, Knut Folkerts 
Lutz Taufer, Rolf Clemens Wagner, Brigitte 
Mohnhaupt, Manuela Happe, Carlos Grosser, 
Gunter Sonnenberg, Gabi Rollnik, Angelika 
Goder, Rolf Heibler, Claudia Wannersdorfer, 
Luitgart Hornstein, Ali Jansen, Michael
Dietiker, Bernhard Rosenkotter, Christa Eckes, 
Heidi Schulz, Christain Kluth, Dieter Faber, 
Hanna Krabbe, Christine Kuby, Irmgard Moller, 
Ingrid Jakobsmeier, Rolf Hartung, Thomas 
Killper, Andreas Semisch, Susanne Paschen, 
Isolde Bohler, Barbel Perau, Norbert Hofmeier, 
Christoph von Horen, Thomas Thoene, Gunter 
Muller, Jens Stuhlmann, Hans Deutzmann, 
Susanne Schofs, Dieter Glatz, and three 
prisoners (names not given) in Berlin’s Tegel 
prison.

A\ I NAFTEL GETS GUITAR 
The appeal for a guitar for prisoner Avi 
Naftel—who is trying to get transferred 
from the USA to a prison in Britain—has 
resulted in his wish being fulfilled. A 
correspondent who recently visited Avi 
confirmed that a guitar was donated by 
supporters in Reading. Avi is grateful for 
all the support he has received from Black- 
Flag readers but still needs more help in 
pressurising the prison authorities on the 
transfer issue, especially as the Aryan 
Brotherhood prisoners have it in for him 
because of his anarchist beliefs. 

Letters of protest should be sent to:
The Honourable Rose Moffard 

Governor of Arizona
State House,

Phoenix, AZ 85007,

POLITICAL PROTEST EQUALS TERRORISM
NUMBER OF individuals and groups who have attempted to publicise the plight of 
political prisoners in West Germany, or who have simply taken part in poltical 

protests, have been labelled as ‘terrorists’ and imprisoned under the Terrorism laws. 
Some months ago a group of people met in Munich to discuss the notion of political 

association for the Red Army Fraction prisoners. The police raided the meeting and two 
people got charged under the notorious Statute 129 (Terrorism Law). The two got a year 
imprisonment for simply holding the meeting.

Then there was the case of a person in Hamburg who had written an article in the 
leftist paper, Sabot, on the question of political association for prisoners: he, too, got 
charged under Statute 129 and given a year (although we learn that he managed to go 
underground prior to having to start his sentence). In Detmold there was someone who 
simply organised a bookstall on the issue of political prisoners generally. He got the same 
treatment and was given 18 months. And several weeks ago four people involved in the 
anti-nuclear/anti-fascist and squatters movement in Duisburg got sentences of between 
9 and 10 years for being ‘terrorists’. Their ‘terrorism’ was simply that they took part in 
anti-nuclear and anti-fascist actions (ie, demonstrations that led to confrontations). It 
seems that the West German authorities now define political protest that leads to the 
usual confrontational violence as being on par with the armed struggle actions of the Red 
Army Fraction.

Almost every month there are more and more cases similar to the ones outlined above. 
Terrorism has become an all-embracing term that the State is using as a means of limiting 
all forms of political protest and resistance. It is the sort of strategy that is more 
associated with the Germany of the Third Reich. It is a strategy of defeat, whereby the 
authorities are admitting that they cannot accept dissension of any kind and that all 
challenges to the State, at whatever level, have to be outlawed and suppressed brutally.

RAF prisoners are banged up on a 24 hour 
basis. Some RAF prisoners claim they have 
been banged up in this way for many 
years, since they were first put inside. 

The demand, therefore for association, 
should be seen in the light of all this. 
Under normal prison circumstances the 
demand for association is a natural one, 
but for the RAF prisoners it is a matter of 
sanity and survival.

Already the long years of sensory 
deprivation and isolation have taken their 
toll on some of the prisoners. Claudia 
Wannersdorfer, for example, who is held 
in Aichach prison, has developed epileptic 
fits, endangering her life. Other RAF 
prisoners whose health is deteriorating are 
Bernd Rossner (who has gone through six 
hunger strikes), Angelika Goder (who has 
needed an operation to her abdomen since 
1986), and Gunter Sonnenberg (who still 
suffers from injuries from a gunshot 
wound to his head when he was arrested). 

Black Flag has received a communique 
from the RAF prisoners explaining the 
background to the hunger strike, their 
demands, and the form the strike is 
taking. All 48 prisoners who decided to 
take part started the hunger strike 
together. Then, after two weeks, all but 
two temporarily interrupted the strike to 
form a chain. After two more weeks 
another two prisoners rejoined the strike. 
Eventually all 48 will have rejoined, but 
on a rolling basis, extending the hunger 
strike to a possible two or three year 
period. Thus, this will be one of the 
longest organised hunger strikes, 
involving the largest number of 
participants, known in Western Europe.

A section of the RAF communique 
summarises the purpose of the strike, and 
we reproduce that section here: 
‘ We are not letting go anymore; we have to 
get our association together now.
Everyone who wants to, knows what 
isolation is; it is understood and defined 
internationally as torture. Isolation has 
become the rule for imprisoned 
revolutionaries here, whether from the 
guerrilla, the resistance, or of imprisoned 
immigrants; and they are using it against 
social (non-political) prisoners who 
struggle too. And it is being increasingly 
adopted internationally as the clean 
method of the fine West German 
Europeans. So isolation must be broken 
here. We have been on nine hunger strikes 
during wh ich two comrades have died; 
rrtany of us now have impaired health. 
Th is eighteen-year long torture must end 
now. This isour definitive decision. That 
is how we will fight. ’

The prisoners are asking for widespread 
publicity about the hunger strike. They 
would also like publicity spread about the 
sort of torture being practised inside West 
Germany’s jails. When one person gets 
solitary for one year—then there would 
normally be an outcry. But here we are 
talking about a large number of 
prisoners—convicted on varying charges 
relating from guerrilla actions to simple 
political association—being isolated not for 
a year but as long as they are imprisoned. 
As the communique says, this 18 year long 
torture must end now.

For further information contact
Initiativkreis fur den Erhalt der

Hafenstrabe,
Bernhard-Nocht-Strabe 51,

2000 Hamburg 36,
West Germany.
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