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1000°s ESCAPE POLL TRR REGISTRATION

registration has begun and efforts

will be made to register every adult
over the next few months. The
Government hopes that fear of fines
for non-compliance will result in any
resistance being minimised. But the news
from Scotland is more than hopeful:
despite attempts by Government sources
and the media to cover-up the extent of
the resistance it is now emerging that
upwards of 100,000 Scots have managed
to avoid registration. Furthermore, only
a tiny percentage of the refuseniks have
been identified and even less have been
fined. Their message to those of us south
of the border is simple: Don’t register!

There are many important lessons to be
learnt from the Scottish campaign.
Perhaps the most important—and
comrades in Scotland readily admit to
this mistake—is that simply trying to
delay registration may well delay the
whole process but registration will still go
ahead. Instead, our Scottish comrades
advise that delaying tactics should be
replaced by something a lot more basic:
when the registration form is received,
Don’t Delay, Throw It Away!

The forms are being sent out now.
People who acknowledge them 1n any
way will eventually be registered. Those
who ignore it stand a far better chance of
avoiding registration altogether. It is
vital that this message is spread
everywhere, throughout the country.

The precise information from Scotland
is that in Strathclyde (which includes the
(Glasgow area) over 50,000 have
apparently succeeded in not registering,

IN ENGLAND and Wales the Poll Tax

r I YHE ANARCHIST movement
in Spain took a major leap
forward with the announce-

ment that the reformist organisation
that has spent the last ten years try-
ing to destroy revolutionary anarcho-
syndicalism has finally been forced
to change tack. The phoney CNT is
no more and the way has now been
cleared for the genuine CNT, the

CNT-AIT, the anarchist labour union,

to take back its historic patrimony,
its assets stolen by fascism and then

State Socialism, and its archives.

The Ruling Class did all in its power
to crush the CNT. It was made illegal.
A special assault police was created
against it. CNT activists were murdered.
It took the brunt of the Civil War.

It was betrayed by the very Republic

it helped to defend. It was then sub-

jected to the general genocide of the
working class by the fascist victors. Its
militants were imprisoned, exiled. Then,
with its resurgence, the Ruling Class
attempted to divide it.

But still it could not be crushed,
even with a thirty year conspiracy
of silence when it was assumed dead
or dispersed.

After Franco it rose again. But a
new tactic to destroy it was tried.
Taking advantage of a genuine schism,
initiated by reformists, it’s enemies
infiltrated the split-off faction and

while in Lothian (which includes the
Edinburgh area) the figure is allegedly as
many as 60,000. What’s more it is

believed that only around 100 people
have been fined for

non-compliance—and, significantly, in all

cases these have been people who have
entered into correspondence with the
Poll Tax authorities. The fact of the
situation is that although the registration
period is well and truly over (it ended
last October) over 100,000 Scots will
escape paying the tax altogether.

That figure could easily be multiplied
In England and Wales if we all take the
advice of our friends north of the border.

FORCED REGISTRATION

But if registration seems
unavoidable—and for many this will
certainly be the case—all is by no means
lost.

Some councils, such as the borough of
Lambeth for example, have stated that
they will only refer to the existing Rates
lists and the Electoral Roll for names of

THERE IS ONLY ONE CNT! |

created a phoney CNT, preparing it
for a major sell-out to capitalism so
that the CNT could be absorbed iInto

the system.

This tactic would only have worked
had there not been widespread resist-
ance both within Spain and internat-
ionally. But this was not the case and
there was resistance. The apologists of
reformism and the enemies of anarch-
ism made light of the Split and gave cre-
dence to the infiltrators. They sneered

when the matter came to the courts.
But the end for the phoneys, when it
came, was swift. The courts finally

had to concede that there was indeed
only one CNT. Without this decision

it was inevitable that the phoneys would
be fully exposed through their reform-
ism, but with it the way is now clear
for the genuine CNT to take back their
assets. Within hours of the decision

the phoneys announced that they had
now taken the name CGT (Confed-
eration of General Workers), a name
that today is associated, in neighbour-
ing France at least, with Communist

Party led unionism. Meanwhile the CNT,

the Spanish section of the Internation-
al Workers Association, has appealed
to all workers who left them in the
original schism to rejoin them and to
take up once more the banner of

anarcho-syndicalism.

people liable for payment (whether they
keep to this policy is another matter).
Other councils may well be following
such a mimimalist approach—not
necessarily for political reasons but
because of costs. Lambeth will only be
spending £2 million on the Poll Tax
registration and collection system,
because £2 million is all they got in funds
from Central Government towards
costs—yet it has been estimated that it
will cost the council £5 million to run it

properly. Clearly many corners will be
cut and councils up and down the
country will be in the same position.

Most councils will rely on people’s
natural fear that the authorities will be
able to locate them through a Big Brother
system of cross-referencing. In theory
this is very possible, but in practice the
costs involved make such exhaustive
tracking unfeasible. Forced registration
cannot necessarily be assumed even in
most cases.

For claimants the situation 1s,
unfortunately, very different.
Registration will be virtually automatic.
But the good news is that there’'s a
loophole, discovered by activists In
Scotland. Claimants are expected to pay
around 20% of the tax (the 80% rebate 1s
based on the national average and
therefore some claimants will end up
paying more, depending on where they
live) but if they refuse to pay this the tax
is forcibly deducted out of each giro by
installments. However, for some strange
reason the installments work out less
than the 20%, so it’s actually cheaper,
week by week, to pay the tax forcibly

than voluntarily!

For everyone else forced registration
may have to be faced up to if it
happens—but even then there is still a lot
that can be done to mess things up. It is
important to remember, for example,
that everyone is given to July to register,
at which stage two warnings will be sent
providing a total of 21 days to send the
forms back. In Scotland the final
registration period was extended for an
extra four months because of all the
delays. In the end it will be sheer
numbers that count: if the system begins
to break down then the whole thing will
snowball.

[f they virtually have all your details
already, there is little of course that can
be done at this stage anyway—except
apply for arebate Everyone is entitled
to apply for a rebate, but not everyone of
course will get one. Nevertheless apply
for one anyway, as it all adds to the
chaos. The important thing to remember
if registration seems impossible to avoid
is don’t give them any bank details (they
¢an’t make you). Again, when it comes to
non-payment time, if enough people who
refuse to pay have avoided disclosing
their bank then the authorities will have
to go to a great deal of trouble to find out
this information. Another tip: it has been
learnt that keeping money in a building
society (especially an obscure one) will
make it that much more difficult for your
account to be traced.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US! .
With this issue we celebrate decades of
Black Flag—twenty years of not just
writing and speaking but practical
organising. A very few of those now
engaged in the production and activities
around it have been in it from the
beginning: some were scarcely out of the
cradle when it started. A few have
inevitably given way to burn-out, some
have died, one has survived not just
twenty years of Black Flag but over fifty
years of struggle for the principles it ,
fights for.

Isn’t the new right-wing thinking
Q on libertarianism, with its
emphasis on freedom and opposition to
State control, now popular among
Tories, a practical form of anarchism
(Statelessness)?

The Tories have taken, largely from

America, individualistic ideas
which are correct in supposing the State
to be obstructive, but as thejr notion of
freedom from the State is capitalist
exploitation, and of freedom within the
State the rule of lawyers, they have to
Increase oppression to allow unbridled
exploitation of human and natural
resources to continue. Obviously they
then have to increase authority.
‘Extreme’ right-wing individualists
would let the State disappear so far as its
restrictions on capitalism are concerned,
but would still need a coercive arm to be
used against the real producers of
wealth. The goal would be a privatised
State, to legalise private-government
enforcement, not an abolished one,
whatever they might say.

Marxist-Leninists also say they want
the abolition of the State but they define
the State as solely that oppressive arm
which is used by the capitalist; they want
to keep the rest of the authority process
to maintain their political power. This is
the other side of the coin from right wing
libertarianism.

Both are more ‘practical’ then
Anarchism insofar as that which exists is
always more practical than something
which doesn’t yet exist.

e achievement of Anarchism has to
be taken in a working-class context or it
doesn’t make sense. Lack of government
control (lawlessness) isn’t a panacea for a
free society; to fill the vacuum left by
absence of State or government. One
needs a society in which all and each
have access to and control of both
economic and social life.
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HE PROPOSED abolition of the
National Dock Labour Scheme and
the threat of legal action by employers in
the unlikely event that the docker’s
union, the TGWU, opts for strike action,
has left dockers with little choice but to
take direct control of the dispute and
seek wider support. Already a
redundancy package has been presented
by the employers.

The Government are confident that the
anti-trade union laws will continue to
curb official action. Fear of breaking
these sacred laws has encouraged the
TGWU to back down from confrontation,
but should the union leaders do an about
turn they are still only expected to try
and restrict action to the registerded
ports. Government contingency plans to
divert container and other essential
traffic to non-registered ports 1s
dependent on non-registered dockers
scabbing but also underestimates the
restricted facilities at those ports to
handle certain cargo, particularly iron
ore and grain. Even so the 40 registered
ports handle more than 70% of docks
traffic nationally.
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UNION HOLDS BACK ON DOCKS
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"DISPUTE

Rows of ‘straddle-carries’ lying idle at Tilbury Docks after dockers stayed
away in protest at plans to end the Dock Labour Scheme.

The unofficial action that heralded the

beginning of the dispute saw around
5,000 dockers—more than half of those
affected by the abolition of the

TUNNEL VISION

We have it on good, but unattributable
authority, that the head of UCATT (the

Builders union), Albert Williams, is involved
in a blacklisting operation aimed in partic-
ular at former Kent miners. Williams’ deal
with Transmanche, the consortium building
the Channel Tunnel, specified that UCATT
would disrupt Transmanche work unless the
firm set up a blacklist with the cooperation
of the union. Apparently Williams wanted to
specifically exclude any former Kent miners
— many of whom applied for jobs with
Transmanche — from work on the Tunnel
because he feared that left-wingers could
eventually take over the union in the south-
east. Consequently, virtually none of the
hundreds of well qualified miners who tried
to get jobs on the Tunnel were accepted for
work. Transmanche is one of the main sub-
scibers to the Economic League, the black-

listing agency.

Blacklisting was again brought into the open

recently when pickets, acting in solidarity
with printworkers in Bradford, leafletted the

offices of the Observer newspaper in London.

Although The Observer has steadfastly cam-
paigned against blacklisting and the work of
the Economic League, it is ironic that their
northern editions are printed by one of the
Leagues supporters. The Telegraph & Argus
Group of Bradford, the printers involved, is

owned by Westminster Press, which insists the

T & A continue its subsciption with the
League. The SOGAT 82 (printers union)
chapel at the T & A protested and called on
wider support. At The Observer there were
some red faces when the story got circulated
and it is hoped that the paper will put press-
ure on the T & A to stop subscribing or lose
its lucrative print contract.

Source: League Watch

N.B. Further information on League Watch
will be published in a forthcoming edition of
Black Flag.

O,NE OF THE decisions made
at the recent Anarchist Black
Cross conference involved the
revival of an international defence
network as a means of providing phys-
ical and other support for revolutionary
action and militant anarchists. The
defence network will be known as the
Emergency Response Network and
will be open to all who support revol-
utionary action.

Local Black Cross groups will be
looking to strengthen links internat-
ionally and mechanisms have been
worked out to provide better, more
effective, communication to assist in
solidarity actions.

The Conference took place in Brad-
ford and included Black Cross contacts
from around Britain as well as ABC
contacts from Greece and Canada.

The latest developments on the
Murrays case (see separate article
and letter) were presented to Con-
ference and it was agreed that the
campaign to get a release date for our
two imprisoned comrades would be
stepped up. The campaign would con-
tinue for as long as they are inside
and until Noel and Marie are able to
rejoin us.

The Conference also heard of the
latest developments from Greece,
where the ABC is active in prison
struggles and in support of anti-state
direct action. (An expanded version
of the report from the Greek ABC
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DEFEND OUR OWN

IS published elsewhere in this issue.)
Prisoner support work, it was emph-

asised, was only part of the work of

the ABC,; international defence is the

other side. With the growing interest

In Anarchism in Eastern Europe and

in the USSR, with the revival of the

anarcho-syndicalist movements in South

America and the recent developments

of that movement in Spain, and with the

growth of revolutionary activity in

countries like Greece, it is imperative

that revolutionary anarchism acts as
one.

The Black Cross will do whatever it
can to extend solidarity action inter-
nationally and assist in the strengthen-
ing of international ties. This task cannot
be underestimated and we urge comrades
everwhere to support the ABC in this
initiative.

THE NEW HUMANISTS

INCE THE re-discovery of the word

Humanist as a cover for scepticism, to
denote an uncontroversial
non-god-bashing atheism, many people
have got into the act, including Christian
and other religions even less savoury.
After all, everybody claims to be
pro-human, one supposes (we did say
claims). Latest among the fun-run for
Parliament parties is the Humanist Party,
cashing in on the scepticism with
politicians. It has no hope of winning
power, but is putting up candidates in
several European countries in the hope

Scheme—walk out, closing Liverpool,
Tilbury and other ports. It is this sort of
direct action that will determine the
direction of the strike.

Anarcho-Quiz

1. T'sarist Russia was based on slavery
(serfdom) while Britain had been first to
abolish the slave trade, so which sides In
the American Civil War did each
government logically support?

2. During the Depression there was an
enormous falling-off in world demand for
coffee from Brazil, so did ordinary
Brazilians get it any cheaper?

3. Why did bacteriologist Robert Koch, ¥
who had earlier discovered the TB -
bacillus, unscientifically rush to
announce (in 1890) he had discovered
the remedy, with disastrous
consequences?

4. Charged with setting fire to the
‘Reichstag, Communist leader Dimitrov
alleged van der Lubbe (who did set fire to
1t) was 'not a communist, nor even an
anarchist, but a tool who has been
misused by fascism’—what proofs did he
adduce?

0. Where does the word ‘fascism’ come
from?

ANSWERS ON BACK PAGE

of advancing its aims, which are In
reality advancing the well-heeled and
obscurely financed cult called The
Movement, or The Community, also
known as Futuro Verde (Green Future)
or The Greens (Los Verdes). It has no
connection with the fun-running but
unexceptionable Green Party (which
exposes the Humanist Party in its paper
Econews) nor with Greenpeace. It has
more in common with the Moonies or
similar cults, and was founded in
Argentina by Mario Rodriguez Como,
who seems to have an endless supply of
money to fund the organisation. It was
also exported to Spain, but the Humanist
Party there is no longer: in fact its
members decided to join en mass another
organisation which had ‘similar aims’.
What is the name of that organisation? It
1S, In fact, the phoney CNT (Renovados).
In Britain, we note that, in a council
by-election in the London borough of
Lewisham, a bogus ‘Green’ candidate
(from the ‘Independent Ecologist Party’),
was entered with forged signatures of
nominees and put up by the Deptford
Young Tory chair David Furze. There
seemed only a handful of votes in it, so
he put up his friend (no longer) Angeline
Verrillo without her knowledge or
consent, hoping to split the Labour vote,
and she (and the Labour Party) are
hopping mad. (OK, who cares who
stands, but that’s what fun run and
Phoneyism is all about).

N B. The National Front (Third
Positionists) have set up a phoney
enviromental organisation called
Greenwave, conceived by Patrick
Harrington . It has died a death.
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