
A'.

T

ANTI-BLACKLISTERS DECLARE WARw
HATCH

blacklisting the blacklisters

a

and took photos of Economic League personnel, 
including their research officer, to whom they 
presented a ‘declaration of war’.

Also attending the launch conference were 
victims of blacklisting by Ford, the Motor 

particular, was needed if it is to be beaten. 
Earlier on the day LBC radio broadcast an 
interview with the Mr Lyons on the launch of 
League Watch but were unable to get any 
comment from the Economic League. However a 
group of researchers from League Watch later 
paid the blacklisters a visit at their head office

a phone call from family in China who had told 
him that according to the resistance the death toll 
had increased to 50,000. Another student said he 
had been crying for three days, and now he had 
no more tears to cry with.

Soon it was accepted that the Tiananmen 
Square massacre alone had claimed more than 
7,000 lives (in one incident alone a crowd of 
3,000 had been mowed down by automatic fire). 
The cover-up began as bodies were being felled. 
Those killed were incinerated by flame-throwers 
or their bodies carried away by helicopters. 
Outside of China there was mostly 
condemnation, or offers of sanctions, but little 
else. It is repulsive to note the hypocrisy of the 
Western governments who would commit 
precisely the same massacre if the police were no 
longer capable of continuing the State repression. 
If in Britain thousands took occupation of 
Trafalgar Square, refusing to leave, inspiring 
thousands more to combine in (illegal) strike 
action, then the Army would be brought in (as 
has happened in similar situations before, and in 
Northern Ireland today) and if the resistance was 
too great the State would spare no mercy in the 
name of ‘democracy’.

company, who have been forced to admit that 
they use the Economic League’s services. One 
victim employed at Ford’s Dagenham plant had 
been employed with the company for eight 
months and was summarily dismissed without 
any adequate explanation. Another was sacked 
after only three days because Ford discovered he 
had been involved in industrial action at Austin 
Rover. But management never state the real 
reasons for dismissal—union activity—and 
invariably come up with some minor technicality 
to get rid of the ‘troublemaker’. On June 20 the 
London Transport District Council of the 
National Union of Rail workers held a meeting to 
examine a concerted attack by management on 
NUR members who have been identified as being 
opposed to management policy or who have
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HE PURGE of revolutionaries and 
dissidents across China has escalated with 
thousands disappearing or being openly 

executed by the Secret Police or so-called
Peoples Liberation Army. According to 
‘underground sources’ the total now dead is far 
in excess of numbers quoted so far.

It all began as a ‘peaceful protest’ by students 
against the ‘old guard’ of the Chinese 
Communist Party and the perpetuation of the 
shameless corruption and nepotism that was a 
hangover from the centuries-old Empire but 
which survived it for seven decades. Suddenly 
the old guard received a jolt—a reverbation of the 
shackles apparently being thrown off in the 
USSR-and they saw the rebellion as a threat not 
just to their power, but their personally 
accumulated fortunes.

There was even for a moment the age-old 
dream of a ‘non-violent revolution’ as students 
massed in their thousands in Tiananmen Square 
and refused to go away when the old men pleaded 
with them. As to what they were demanding is 
another matter. Some hoisted aloft a replica of 
the Statue of Liberty (under whose shadow 
aliens, and in particular Chinese, are excluded 
from entering the United States freely), others 
raised a banner proclaiming ‘Liberty or Death!’. 
Many made the age-old confusion of democracy 
with parliamentary constitutions. But many 
wanted the right to speak freely in order to 
discuss: how else could people decide what they 
wanted?

The rulers lost patience and turned the farce of 
listening and pleading into reality. The ‘peaceful 
protest’ and hunger strikes by the students thus 
was forced to become a popular revolution 
spreading outwards from the students to workers 
from all walks of life and people of all ages. But 
the People's will meant nothing, the People 
became the enemy of the Party and the Party the 
oppressor. And so it was that the tyrants of State 
Communism instigated the counter-revolution 
against the people who wanted nothing more than 
freedom.

The demand for change mobilised upwards of 
one million people in Beijing alone. They came 
out to join the protest, proud in their demands. 
Even the police and some soldiers threw in their 
lot by making themselves scarce. The 
demonstrations escalated into a near General 
Strike as workers left their jobs to join the 
marchers. And in the middle of all this just as 
suddenly arose the syndicalist-sounding Workers 
Autonomous Union, which is said by some to 
have numbered in Beijing 1,000.

But with the Gorbachev visit over, there came

In the aftermath of the massacre in Beijing has 
come the purge, headed by the Discipline
Inspection Committee. Thousands of homes have 
been raided, people dragged out and interrogated 
and then summarily executed. But, as before the 
massacre, the protest in China’s other major 
centres continued. In the city of Lanzhan the 
provincial governor ordered all protesters to be 
‘exterminated like rats'. In Shanghai over 
100,000 people took to the streets. In Hong Kong 
rioting preceded a massive General Strike, its 
first for decades. In Chengdu at least 500 people 
are now known to have been killed by troops. In 
different parts of China the rebels have 
regrouped, or gone into hiding. Some dissident 
leaders are now saying that the movement may be 
forced to adopt guerrilla tactics and go 
underground.

This newest Chinese revolution may indeed 
take many roads which we neither can nor wish 
to predict. But we can hope that the hardline 
traditions of Chinese Anarchism (which the 
present ruling party first emulated in decades 
past and then rejected) will be revived among 
Chinese workers. Then we can really talk about 
revolution.
NEXT ISSUE:The Anarchist Tradition in China 

merely criticised safety standards. Workers on 
the oil rigs in the North Sea are all checked via 
their National Insurance numbers, to see if they 
have any ‘political’ record or have been involved 
in any industrial disputes. Any workers who 
criticise safety on the oil rigs are particularly 
singled out. A represenative from an NUR 
campaign to defend workers against political 
discrimination told League Watch that it is 
important that the full facts about the blacklisting 
business are revealed.

Since its launch League Watch has been 
interviewed by Radio Belfast, whose listeners are 
worried about entering the job market in 
mainland Britain, and approached for advice by a 
leading Gay magazine, whose readers have been 
threatened with industrial blackmail by the

continued on page 7

martial law. Troops surrounded the capital, the 
rebels put up barricades, often with buses that 
were disabled for this purpose with the help of 
public transport workers. Then came the 
embarrassing attempts by troops to march into 
the centre of the city. The people rose up in the 
middle of the night, stripped the soldiers of their 
army clothing and sent them back. Some 
battalions turned back, some officers refused to 
attack, and there was disaffection in the ranks. 
But the backdrop to all this was a fierce power 
struggle between the conservatives (Communist 
hardliners). This power struggle was inevitably 
settled by whoever controlled the Army and it 
was around this time that Deng Xioping paid a 
secret visit to the city of Wuhan in the south to 
meet all the country’s.generals, who guaranteed 
their support.

Another wave of troops was sent to take the 
capital. On June 3rd the massacre began. The 
graphic details of the slaughter are known the 
world round. The soldiers clearly went berserk, 
mowing the people down with their vehicles and 
with their automatic fire. As they moved in, 
killing people in their thousands, their armoured 
trucksbore bannersexclaiming‘The Army loves 
the people’, while loudspeakers in the streets 
endlessly repeated the message, ‘The Beijing 
government is the people’s government’.

Unarmed except for stones and petrol bombs 
the people bravely fought back. Soldiers were 
captured, some executed on the spot. One officer 
who had just shot dead four unarmed people was 
dragged away, stripped, beaten, disembowelled 
and then hung until dead. Despite the firepower 
odds the people had managed to attack and 
demobilise over 300 armoured vehicles. By the 
end of it all around 1,500 troops had been killed 
(some by other troops, ashamed at what was 
happening). But a true picture of the extent of 
killing, especially from the Army side, had not 
been told. It was to emerge over the next few 
days.

Two days later, outside the Chinese Embassy 
in London, an eyewitness to the massacre, and 
who had arrived in Britain only hours earlier, 
described to Black Flag some of the many acts of 
brutality she had witnessed. She saw a woman 
leaning from her window in her fourth storey flat 
shot dead by a passing soldier; another woman 
had merely been brushing her teeth in a yard and 
was shot. A Chilean refugee, overhearing the 
stories, came over and said he had now lost all 
faith. He had been imprisoned by the Junta, had 
fought against the Contras, and now this had 
happened. He wept openly. Then a student 
rushed up and exclaimed that he had just received 
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ITH THE successful launch of League 
Watch, an anti-blacklisting research 
agency, enquiries have been pouring in 

from victims of blacklisting as well as unions and 
the media for more information about how the 
agency, run entirely on a voluntary basis, can 
assist in curtailing the practices of the Economic 
League, the market leader in the blacklisting 
business.

Supporting League Watch at its press 
conference Roger Lyons, the assistant general 
secretary of the MSF (Manufacturing, Science, 
Finance), stated that he hoped that all unions 
opposed to blacklisting would support this new 
initiative. Lyons told journalists from the major 
newspapers that a concerted campaign against 
blacklisting, and the Economic League in 
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From ballots to bombs: the inside 
story of the National Front's political 
soldiers (Searchlight 2)

Loss over this period £166 . 06 
Current deficit reduced to £4469. 30

POLL TAX COUNCILS 
IN CHAOS

This is a bit predictable, mostly the story 
told from inside of the ragbag nazis of 
Britain who are trying desperately for 
acceptance by the capitalist class that 
doesn’t now need them, and try and pass 
off as revolutionaries instead. Why 
should good industrialists waste money 
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HE ALMIGHTY flop of Sky TV with its 
glittering promises of satellite disk systems 

bringing the golden age of non-stop telly to mass 
culture has proved a costly pie for Rupert 
Murdoch. Disney pulled out realising what 
they’d let themselves in for—now Murdoch has 
joined forces with rival Maxwell to try to 
persuade the public to be bombarded with trash.

Not satisfied with bringing British journalism 
to the lowest level in the world, he wanted to 
pull British television down to his level too, but 
has failed.

Does this show the high taste of the public? Or 
does it show the contempt and detestation in 
which Murdoch is held? Sure, the public may 
buy the Sun etc in millions, but those who profit 
by sexual titillation suffer the fate of being 
despised even by the customers.

He’s probably lost as much on Sky TV as he 
made by his disgraceful conduct at Wapping. 
Boycott of the Murdoch empire is only tacit but 
it seems to be real.

Sales & subs:
Donations’:
Total:.........

UNOFFICIAL STRIKE 
MOVEMENT GATHERS PACE

At the same time as the Moslems- 
against-the-devil/Salman Rushdie march, 
Blood and Honour was rallying skinheads at 
Hyde Park not in defence of Rushdie (!) as the 
Guardian thought, but in connection with 
celebrating the Hitler centenary—they were there 
to rally to pick up details of the Nazi concert to 
be held by Skrewdriver (intended to be at 
Camden Town Hall but cancelled at the last 
minute by the council after discovering that the 
booking by First World Enterprises was a 
front)—but got well and truly clobbered and 
scattered by anti-fascist disruption; some young 
Asians detached themselves from the march and 
joined in. No news yet as to whether the concert 
took place and was a financial flop through its 
venue being too secret. Also involved in 
financing Blood And Honour is Jewish 
collaborator Andrew Benjamin, who was 
recently exposed by the Jewish Chronicle. 
Benjamin runs a shop called Merc M in Riding 
House Street, W1, which sells Nazi 
memorabilia. It has also been alleged that he 
funded the blown-out gig at Camden.

The ‘intellectuals’ were originally the 
students and graduates of Tsarist Russia, 

when acquisition of learning implied progressive 
ideas as against Tsarist backwardness and 
standardised culture (though most became 
reactionary or apathetic later on in life). Later 
the term spread to other countries where it was 
used in a wider sense now used politically, 
sometimes to mean all professional writers, 
artists and musicians; often to mean writers with 
‘progressive’ views as opposed to other writers; 
sometimes (in the use of the term ‘workers and 
intellectuals’, for instance) as pure snobbery. It 
is also used occasionally, like the word 
‘philosophic’, as an excuse for ‘inactive but 
sympathetic’; its use can also be as a bid for 
leadership by those feeling superior because of 
their class or educational background.

‘Workerism’ is a term coined by ‘intellectuals’ 
to deprecate ideas hammered out in the course of 
working class struggle.
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It is answered in a publication of the National 
Front (pro-Gadaffi wing), ‘The Other Face of 
Searchlight: thuggery, buggery, arson and 
whores’ in which the NF respond to 
mud-slinging by throwing shit. It may come as 
more of a surprise that they quote the anarchist 
press (’multi-racial’ and ‘hardly friendly to us’). 
Black Flag, Direct Action and Anarchy, which 
have exposed Searchlight’s trade-offs of inside 
information on the left with Special Branch for 
inside information on the right, tying in with its 
sucking up to certain Labour councils by 
vilifying squatters to get subsidies from bent 
councillors >

The NF think it’s really a CP-Zionist plot. 
Actually the CP officially regard Searchlight as 
cheapjack competitors and the Zionists loathe 
them as much as they do the CP. Searchlight, 
like many trot bodies, and the NF (this lot) itself, 
operate under the spreading Gadaffi shadow, 
thus attracting agents of many governments as 
well as (in some cases including) the ‘political 
soldiers'. Their quirks and fantasies are all held 
in common.

Who are the intellectuals? What is 
workerism ?

1. Well-to-do layabouts are now called 
yuppies—which originally implied young new 
rich—as the popular slang term ‘herberts’ has 
virtually disappeared. Why herberts?
2. Who was the Irish Hitler?
3. What was the nationality of those who had 
castles (many still standing) built for them to 
dominate Wales?
4. We never refer to the founders of the 
American republic as ‘Georgie’ Washington,
Ben' Franklin, ‘Al’ Hamilton, ‘Tom’ Jefferson 

etc—so why ‘Tom' Paine?
5. Situationist International persuaded many 
students of the '60s and ’70s that they were 
capable of leading the working class to 
liberation, and forever made superior sneers at 
anarcho-syndicalism. How has it reached its 
zenith?
6. A highly regarded 19th century writer had a 
child by his domestic servant, when his wife w’as 
worn out by child bearing, but avoided the 
scandal this would have made on Victorian 
public opinion by the servant continuing in his 
employ all her life, and his friend and literary 
collaborator (a single man, living with his own 
servant, so it didn’t count) taking the 
blame—who were these two male chauvinists?

by work theme parks and industrial museums, 
while the workers are reduced from being the 
power of society to the low-paid attendants of 
capitalism. In Spain it took a civil war to do it: 
here it has come about through legal processes in 
the courts.

If the union vanguard say they condemn the 
strike they lose the respect of their membership; 
if they say they support it they go to prison and 
the union is sequestrated. To face the present 
conditions the Government is provoking a fight 
by the rearguard. The London underground 
railway workers, with their guerrilla strikes for 
which no one takes responsibility, points a way 
for industrial action. But action on the ports 
means that the police may make wholesale 
attacks like they did during the miners strike.

The Government wants to outlaw unoffical 
action too, now that it has the unions tied up. But 
the unofficial strikers—whether they be dockers, 
underground workers, or whatever—are in a 
position to create an alternative movement which 
the courts, despite the threats, will find difficulty 
in breaking. We are back to square one: by 
combining together without the deadweight of a 
bureaucracy that lends itself to anti-union 
legislation, we can revive the workers 
movement.

’ London) LR £50, Turtle £5, M & O £10, SR 
£2, JG £40, A & P £75, JT £10, G £6, AM 
£100, (Liverpool) A's £12, anon £2, 
(Manchester) RB £20, RSW £5, (Oxford) GM 
£3,(Avon) RE £20, (Barnet) CB £5, 
(Greenhithe) GN £14, (Reading) Liz 
£4,(Lancaster) P £20, (Plymouth) GS £4, 
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T HAS BEEN revealed that local authorities are not allowed under the Data Protection Act to 
compile their Poll Tax registers using existing computerised databases; instead they can only refer 

to manual files, a laborious process that effectively rules out any real chacking should thousands, if 
not more, in each authority refuse to register. Many authorities have already admitted that they have 
not got the resources to check up on people and are predicting at least a 20% refusal rate.

For students who have no intention to pay already an anomaly has been highlighted. Apparently 
some local authorities have stated that students who default wont actually have their grants ‘arrested’. 
The Department of the Environment has confirmed that student’s grants can not be touched under the 
Poll Tax legislation. To get around this, however, certain local authorities, notably Strathclyde, have 
been registering students as non-students without informing them.

In Scotland, too, the authorities are still maintaining that around 99% have been registered—but it 
has been shown that this figure relates only to those people who were named on the registration forms 
and excludes all those who were addressed as ‘the occupier’ (a case of scotched myth?). North of the 
border the anti-Poll Tax groups are doing a great job in informing members of the public exactly what 
non-payment will entail. Contrary to the official impression given, non-payment is not a criminal 
offence and will not lead to imprisonment (at least in Scotland). Also pensioners who default will not 
have their state pension deducted, although anyone on a private pension could get deductions made if 
the pension can be identified. In all cases—and this affects everyone—savings and wages cannot be 
‘arrested’ at the same time; nor, for some reason, are savings held in the National Savings Bank 
subject to arrestment.
N.B. We hear that in one Scottish borough a ‘virus’ has been lodged on the Poll Tax databank that is 
effectively deleting one in every ten entries every few minutes.

and take the danger of a monkey, who 
like Hitler will take himself seriously 
when he gets power, when for the same 
price they can have all that fascism has 
to offer in smashing the workers from 
Thatcher, and even get concensus? They 
only come in useful as a political irritant.

It’s quite lavishly done with 
photographs if you want to recognise; 
most of them clearly taken by or for 
‘friends’. It is remarkable how they all 
inform on each other. The text is from an 
insider. Strange how Searchlight eagerly 
seeks someone who may have passed 
through a skinhead fascist phase in early 
adolescence to pursue forever, no matter 
how they change or fight fascism 
thereafter; yet places credence on those 
who stay and take part in race-bashing 
for years, providing they expose others 
doing the same thing. But are these 
people to be taken seriously? Where we 
can judge the facts we find them still the 
same old scumbags. Take this piece of 
sycophantic nonsense relating to 
Hackney (where local Labour councillors 
fund Searchlight and have good reason 
to hate squatters): ‘To add to their 
efforts the NF decided to encourage the 
local ‘direct action’ and quasi anarchist 
movement to confront the Labour 
Council by the political act of physically 
assaulting council workers and 
councillors. Technically, the NF does not 
even have a branch in HackneyIt 
was mostly Direct Action Movement and 
the local anarchists who made it 
untenable for the NF to maintain such a 
branch; some were active in the

It’s clear we’ve got an interest in exposing the 
activities of the Economic League: money starts 
coming in as soon as our readers get back to 
work! Though on the other hand, as our unpaid 
staff starts work they have less time to devote to 
producing Black Flag—we can’t win?

Our postage and production costs are more 
than shown, and interest on deficit not shown at 
all, owing to people privately paying them 
without troubling to notify—for which we’re 
grateful, of course—but though the deficit still 
looks disastrous, it’s nothing slightly less than a 
thousand new (or renewed) subs wouldn’t cure.
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HE UNOFFICIAL action by dockers is a 
fight not just to save jobs and conditions but 

for the right to strike. The courts declared that 
the dockers have no such right and that any strike 
action, official or otherwise, will be illegal. Like 
the miners, the printers, the seafarers, the 
railway workers, they have fought long and 
bitterly to overcome humiliation as well as low 
wages. Secured union rights, the possibility to 
strike, were taken away from them, and then one 
plan after another to return to the bad old days is 
forced upon them.

The servile media creates a wedge between 
them and the rest of the workers, for the time 
being, by stressing how much they have 
achieved, and suggesting this was due to the 
capitalist giving work, and seeking to inflame the 
envy of others who fell back in the rat race. This 
makes it harder to get solidarity with each defeat. 
Yet if the dockers go down so does everyone 
else: this is not only a destruction of job security 
but of whole communities, as it was in the miners 
strike. The way of life is destroyed, and replaced

squatting movement (where they came 
into conflict with police and bailiffs); any 
contact with fascists they had was purely 
physical. Searchlight’s friends were 
nowhere to be seen in the fight against 
East London fascism (except perhaps on 
the wrong side): they were busy taking 
photos of each other to send to the 
magazine or urging someone else to kill 
Rushdie for slighting their religion.
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