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anarchists who fought for the Revolution but who 
lost to the tyrants of State Communism. The big 
question now is whether the miners will be able 
to hold to their gains—a 24 hour stoppage at 13 
pits in the Vorkuta region came two weeks after

The strikes sent shock waves throughout the 
Soviet Union. The support for the strikes by 
workers in other industries provided visions of 
perhaps another Solidarnosc, Soviet-style. The 
Supreme Soviet in an emergency debate on the 
strikes heard from a deputy, representing one of 
the areas in Siberia where the miners live, that 
the miners were demanding a complete overhaul 
of the Soviet system and not just better pay and 
conditions. The deputy, from the Komo 
Autonomous Republic, told the body that the 
miners were demanding direct control by the 
soviets, the direct election of workers delegates, 
and the abolition of the Communist Party 
monopoly. In other words the miners were 
advocating real communism, or communism 
without the state. At the same time striking 
miners in the Donetsk Basin, in the Ukraine, put 
forward a list of thirty six demands; these 
included wage increases of up to 20%, annual 
leave of 45 days, better health care and 
recognition of certain work-related illnesses, 
retirement after 20 years work, improvement of 
housing, three year maternity leave for women 
miners, compensation for miners killed at work, 
etc. As if that wasn’t enough it has been reported 
that miners from Chervongrad in the Ukraine are 
trying to set up an independent trade union, 
which they wish to call Solidarity.

This is the reality of the situation which the 
Politburo faced. It was not just a strike but a 
possible rebellion.

With the ending of the strike big changes were 
initiated by the workers. The strike committees 
formed themselves into permanent organisations, 
called workers syndicates (the official unions 
were totally discredited—during the strike they 
represented management!). The syndicates, 
according to some accounts, have begun to take 
over the running of the region, making the 
official government agencies and the party 
apparatchiks redundant. The workers, via the 
syndicates, have literally taken over!

In essence the miners and their communities 
have gone back to the basic principles of 
communism before it was corrupted by the 
Bolshevik counter-revolution. Their demands 
and their action are the same as those of the 

HE ANARCHIST Black Cross, an 
international defence network for 
anarchist prisoners and revolutionaries, 

has after a seventy year gap returned to its 
origins. We have received news that preparations 
are being made to set up a section of the ABC in 
the Soviet Union. A comrade from Moscow 
informed us, via a contact, that it is hoped the 
Black Cross will be reactivated in the USSR 
some time in the Autumn, adding that a section in 
Poland is also being organised.

The Black Cross was first set up in Russia 
under Tsarist rule to assist and support 
anti-Statist revolutionaries; the October 
Revolution was soon followed by the Bolshevik 
counter- revolution and thousands of 
revolutionaries were imprisoned in concentration 
camps or executed in the resultant terror, while 
others were sent into forced exile or subjected to 
blacklisting and repression. The Black Cross was 
outlawed, its members jailed and all avenues of 
support closed off. Under Stalinism the isolation 
of anarchists and other anti-statist revolutionaries 
intensified. One anarchist activist, Aaron Baron, 
was kept in confinement for over 20 years, then 
‘disappeared’, despite many attempts by 
comrades in exile to get through to him. 
Revolutionaries associated with the Black Cross 
moved to Germany and Italy and then on to 
North America, where some helped found the 
Alexander Berkman Fund (ABF), which 
performed many of the tasks of the ABC, 
particularly in respect in providing aid to the 
anarchists and anarcho-syndicalists in Italy and 
Germany, finally Spain, in their war against 
Fascism. The ABF worked alongside the 

INERS in the Ukraine and in Siberia 
returned to work, but not before 
winning major concessions. It was not 

just more money and better conditions they 
demanded, or even more control over their 
industry, but complete and direct control. It is a 
sign of the times that workers in the Soviet Union 
are now saying, as in the days of the revolution, 
that central power must go. The miners in iheir 
demonstrations vocally pronounced that they 
wanted nothing less than ‘All power to the 
Soviets'. There are now reports that they seem to 
be achieving just that and that the strikes have 
unleashed a new wave of syndicalism and a 
desire for revolution.

The strikes that began in the Kuzbass coalfield 
of Siberia, with 79 mines closing down, involved 
over 140,000 miners. Within days of the strike in 
Siberia miners struck in the Donbass coalfield in 
the Ukraine and 50,000 miners walked out 
closing down 30 mines. Significantly the 
Siberian strike saw workers in 17 regional 
factories coming out in solidarity and railworkers 
in the regions threatened to close the rail 
network. The main city of the region, 
Prokopyersk, was occupied by over 50,000 
miners and in the city of Mezhdurechersk a 
further 20,000 took occupation of the centre. The 
Siberian strikes amounted to nothing less than a 
regional general strike and in due course it 
became apparent that the action had become the 
biggest and most widespread strike in the history 
of the Soviet Union.

Naturally the Politburo was extremely 
worried. Gorbachev tried at first to turn the 
strikes ‘on their head' by claiming they were a 
‘test of perestroika', not against it but a necessary 
part of the reform process. He wanted the miners 
to go back and in return ‘they would be granted 
their demands'. He said he was reluctant to use 
force but preferred persuasion. Gorbachev knew 
that if they didn't return the hardliners might use 
it against him and the reform process, but he also 
knew that to give in to the miners would be a 
mistake too. Promises had to be made to win the 
miners’ support. But Gorbachev could not afford 
to give them what they really wanted. The miners 
were naturally cynical about any promises. 
They’d heard it all before and so they held on 
until they were certain that concessions were 
sufficient and binding. Gorbachev also knew that 
if sufficient concessions were not implemented 
soon then the miners would strike again with the 
action escalating to other industries throughout 
the country. This is the political scenario that 
Gorbachev feared the most—a workers rebellion 
demanding far in excess of presetroika or 
glasnost. Gorbachev recognised, therefore, that 
the workers have to be contained if the process of 
transition from state capitalism to a more 
westernised version is to be acheived. The 
workers certainly want the benefits of 
change—more goods, a better life style, etc in 
preference to the repression of past decades—but 
they also recognise that perestroika is a 
codeword for austerity and in some cases 
widespread unemployment as the economy is 
restructured. Perestroika means higher 
productivity and lower wages. This is not a price 
the workers are prepared to pay, even for 
‘freedom’.

The initial response of the Politburo to the 
strikes in Siberia was to offer immediately 
supplies of sugar, washing powder, soap, meat, 
milk, tea. coffee and cocoa. This was an 
indication of how far downhill the miners living 
conditions had sunk. They are spending their 
lives working flat out without reward; their 
working conditions are atrocious; safety is 
non-existent—over the last ten years alone more 
10,000 miners in the Soviet Union have lost tneir 
lives because of accidents at work. Pay is 
abysmal and many miners are forced to live in 
cold hostels with no facilities. Yet they are 
perceived by the urbanites as being ‘well off.

the main strike action to force the pace of the 
concessions—and whether their example will be 
taken up by workers in other industries and 
communities in other regions. They have started 
the ball rolling...the times ahead could be heady.

Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) to 
publish the plight of comrades trapped by the 
Bolshevik tyranny, but with the outbreak of 
World War II and the victory of Franco, the 
emphasis changed and it was the anarchist 
Resistance in the post-Franco era that came to the 
fore.

The underground resistance against the forces 
of Franco kept the spirit of revolutionary 
anarchism alive and the struggle spread outwards 
across Spain's borders to inspire revolutionary 
activity that eventually saw the setting up of the 
International Revolutionary Solidarity 
Movement and simultaneous attacks and 
guerrilla-style actions against the capitalist 
establishment in many parts of Europe. In the 
middle of all this the Black Cross was once again 
revived, to provide aid to comrades in Spain but 
also to assist the IRSM. Over the next two 
decades the ABC saw sections arising in different 
countries around the world, intervening to assist 
and liberate comrades imprisoned for their fight 
against injustice. More recently the Black Cross 
held its first international conference in twenty 
years and agreed to organise a emergency 
response network to provide solidarity in times 
of great need.

It is momentous, and historic, that the Black 
^ross has returned to the Soviet Union. There it 
suffered its greatest repression. We are excited 
by the prospects of its revival in that country and 
later in the year will make direct contact, out of 
which we hope to establish a permanent channel 
of communication.

Long live Anarchy! Long live the free soviets! 
xx?oxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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This does not mean that strikes are now 
outmoded. It means that peaceful and legal 
strikes are less likely to succeed. It does not mean 
that unions are now ineffective: it means that 
law-abiding unions are ineffective. The fact that 
centralised union control is now subject to 
repression means that control has to be 
decentralised.

The arson at Collet's (either by anti-Rushdie 
Muslims who not only hadn’t read his book but 
also didn't realise they weren't stocking it; or by 
fascists) has meant a major sales outlet loss. (It 
also upset Special Branch who always bought 
their copy of Black Flag there).

police and army to shoot down workers who 
don't like being squeezed out: it can all be done 
by market forces, and works out cheaper. In the 
print industry, for instance, they found that the 
inflated value of their clapped-out old buildings 
enabled them to buy out workers. Within a year 
or so, inflation made these sums derisory 
anyway.

The new lords of industry are never averse to 
using force when they think it necessary. But 
increasingly the carrot is simpler than excessive 
use of the stick. Especially when the carrot can 
be made to vanish with a conjuring trick.

Serious Crimes Squad and happened to be in 
charge of the police station where the actual 
interrogation of the Birmingham Six took place. 
Another Serious Crimes Squad officer involved 
in the Birmingham Six case was D.S. Hornby, 
who interrogated Hugh Callaghan. Hornby was 
also one of the officers who dealt with the Ronnie 
Bolden case, as was D.S. James McManus 
(Bolden was cleared of armed robbery after 
evidence was given showing his self­
incriminating statement had been tampered 
with.) From the Martin Foran dossier we know 
that at least two of the Serious Crimes officers 
who attended the Birmingham Six case were 
involved in the Foran case. We do not know, 
however, exactly which officers involved in the 
Carl Bridgewater murder case were additionally 
involved in the Birmingham Six or Martin Foran 
cases, but we do know that the squad was largely 
the same.

Altogether in the last 12 months alone over 10 
cases, involving 20 prisoners, have been 
dismissed from trial because of falsified evidence 
submitted by members of the West Midland 
Serious Crimes Squad. The DPP is currently 
investigating 40 officers from the squad because 
of the falsifications.

As well as the Bolden case other specific cases 
recently brought to light include that of Hasan 
Khan (sentenced to 15 years for armed robbery), 
Paul Fitzsimmons (aquitted of an armed robbery 
charge last October), Paul Dandy (charges 
relating to a shooting dropped), Ernest Callaghan 
and Tony Waldron (both charged with armed

The most politically damaging retrial would of 
course be that of the Birmingham Six. The 
establishment would wish to avoid such a retrial 
at all cost and it is precisely for this reason why 
there has been blocks on a retrial for Martin 
Foran and many other prisoners claiming 
falsification of evidence. If these prisoners are 
retried and innocence proved then it would mean 
that a retrial of the Birmingham Six (and the Carl 
Bridgewater Three) would be inevitable.

T
HE NEW weapon in the hands of the 
ruling class was seen in the defeat of the 
dock workers: it is something that has 
come to the fore during the years of Mrs 

Thatcher. It is the application to industry of the 
Kisssinger style of international 
diplomacy—throw money at it and it will go 
away.

They wanted the dock force cut to the bone, 
whole communities destroyed, and hitherto 
accepted norms of negotiation abolished. They 
knew that such proposals would lead to strike 
action, having done the same to other once major 
industries—mining, printing, shipbuilding, 
seafaring.

Strikes were limited by the new legal process, 
but the union went through the legal processes 
and won the right to strike without being 
penalised and virtually destroyed. So the strike 
went on, supported solidly and with the 
knowledge that the highest court in the land had 
agreed it was not in breach of the one-sided law, 
though support strikes and boycotts were 
‘illegal’.

So the bosses offered redundancy payments

HE FURORE over the disbandment of the 
Serious Crimes Squad by the Chief
Constable of West Midlands led to 

demands by press and MPs that officers guilty of 
corruption and ‘irregularities’ be named (head 
cop Geofrey Dear refuses to provide details). 
Prisoners convicted by the squad—some of 
whose members have now retired or left under a 
cloud on previous occasions—are demanding that 
their cases be retried.

One such prisoner is Martin Foran, whose case 
the Black Cross has highlighted over the last two 
years or so. A dossier of evidence backing 
Foran’s claim to innocence, and documenting the 
tribulations he has undergone in regard to his 
diminishing health, is held by the Black Cross 
and will hopefully be used in any legal case that 
may be brought up in the near future. Within the 
dossier details of the role of the Serious Crimes 
squad in the framing of Foran are made 
available. These details include the names of 
officers and will have a bearing on other cases 
that are worthy of retrial, not least the 
Birmingham Six and the Carl Bridgewater Three.

The names of Serious Crimes Squad officers, 
past and present, known to us are as follows... 
In charge of Martin Foran's case was D.I. Paul 
Joseph Matthews. He is no longer with the 
squad and it is believed he may have been 
dismissed on an earlier occasion for 
‘irregularities’. Matthews was also the police 
officer who interrogated Paddy Hill, one of the 
Birmingham Six. Matthews' father, Joseph Paul 
Matthews, was a chief superintendent with the

and also threatened to sack without any payment 
those who were on strike. People approaching 
retirement age, who have worked all their lives, 
and who in the normal course of events would 
end them with nothing, naturally jump at such 
pay-offs. The argument ‘you are selling your 
children's jobs’ doesn’t attract people who want 
to see their children a bit better off than they are. 
But as they want to ‘cop it and hop it’, the 
illusory gold rush sets in—the ’approaching 
retirement’ age becomes lower and lower and 
people who want out anyway join in. When there 
is the ‘choice’ of being sacked without anything, 
or the chance of being paid off, the morale of the 
strikers is lowered. The courts don't reckon this 
as blackmail, but it is.

The union leaders are reproached for selling 
out—but the hard truth is that workers in this 
position sold themselves out. The Liverpool 
dockers stood firm to the end, but Ron Todd felt 
that they might well finish with no jobs, no union 
and no money.

This weapon is one coming straight from the 
armoury of new individualistic Toryism. Many 
employers have now found that they don't need

HE ECONOMIC League, the blacklisting 
agency, were hoping to have a nice quiet 
Annual General meeting. As usual they 

went to great lengths to keep both the date and 
the location secret. But they were in for a 
surprise.

Initially ‘Fleet Street' had heard of the day the 
AGM was planned for but had no idea where the 
venue was. At this point League Watch, the 
anti-blacklisting agency, stepped in. They had 
prior knowledge, via an informant, that the 
venue was in fact the Cavalry and Guards Club in 
Picadilly. So, on the day of meeting, the League 
Watch researchers duly arrived at the club just 
prior to kick off. They got out their telescopic 
camera, positioned themselves, and waited. 
Within a few minutes the delegates to the AGM 
began to turn up. Some walked there, some came 
by taxi, others arrived by limousine and were 
obviously captains of industry. The League 
Watch camera clicked away. Suddenly a taxi 
arrived and out jumped four delegates; one, 
clearly seeing they were being photographed, 
was noticeably angry but did nothing. The 
camera rolled on. Within 15 minutes or so it was 
clear that all or most of the delegates had arrived. 
So League Watch put part two of their plan into 
action.

A League Watch researcher entered the 
gentlemen’s club, expecting to be challenged but 
wasn’t, located the actual room of the 
meeting—the Balaclava Room—and pushed open
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Taking all this into account, and given the 
continued deterioration of Martin Foran's health 
(he now has cancer in the eye to add to his 
overwhelming problems), it is crucial that all the 
officers in the disbanded squad be investigated.

Anarchists aren't proscribed by the Labour
Party because they don't try to ‘bore from 

within’—the few pseudo-anarchists who enter it 
are invariably moles for the Labour Party in 
libertarian circles, not the reverse. The Labour 
Party, unlike the trade union movement (with 
which it clashes when in power, if both do the job 
they’re designed for), is not a working class 
organisation but a political hierarchy dominated 
by upper and middle classes. Working for a 
‘libertarian socialist' policy through Parliament 
is an exercise in futility. Trotskyists specialise in 
‘boring from within' and though succeeding in 
boring, are consequently captured by 
parliamentary politics and municipal corruption. 
Their participation in Labour politics helps 
rather than hinders Toryism electorally, as does 
forming splinter parties, putting up fun-run 
candidates, etc: it would do less harm to let the 
Labour Party have a clear run as a reformist 
party and expose itself, and in power be opposed 
industrially and socially, than spend time on 
trying to change the spots on the leopard.

It is possible, and sometimes inevitable, to 
work politically in the trade union movement; if 
only to thwart the Labour Party, which is an 
organised attempt to harness the TU movement 
to parliamentary State socialism.

In almost every other country, the whole 
question is unthinkable because Socialist parties 
are minority movements: trots, who advocate 
entering it here, still bore the Socialist parties 
from within rather than, say, the Communist 
Party (though this is changing). Where no 
reformist trade union exists, they would sooner 
work to re-establish one, rather than accept the 
fact of an independent revolutionary syndicalist 
union, which makes a party vanguard redundant, 
even where the anarcho-syndicalist union was the 
majority one.

Economic League at their own game was 
published in the mainstream press the next day.

For an organisation only a month old it was a 
coup. The Economic League, which is more than 
seventy years old, came across as a bunch of 
amateurs. Clearly they are in disarray, especially 
given that with the sacking of Noar many of their 
staff left in sympathy. Presumably Noar will be 
setting up his own investigation company, 
perhaps even a rival to the Economic League, 
and League Watch have stated that they intend to 
keep tabs on him too.

In the meantime union branches, campaign 
organisations and trades councils have already 
begun to affiliate to League Watch. The 
anti-blacklisting research agency excludes 
affiliation to political parties and groups but if 
your union or campaign organisation or trades 
club has not yet sent off their fee then get them to 
write straight away—they will have already 
received full details via a recent League Watch 
mailshot. Remember, League Watch news and 
events will be available only through their 
newsletter, available to affiliates.

SOURCE: League Watch.

N B. League Watch, an independent group of . 
researchers with links to the trade union 
movement, can be contacted at the following 
address: League Watch, Tenants Corner, 48a 
Oval Mansions, Vauxhall Street, London SEI 1.

robbery but the judge threw case out), Derek 
Gordon (charged with armed robbery but 
released prior to trial—in his case we know that 
two of his interrogating officers were involved in 
the Birmingham Six case), and Keith Parchment 
(jailed in 1987 for street robbery—interrogating 
officers included D.S. David Ford, D.I. Terence 
Mills and D.S. Michael Quin—but on Appeal his 
conviction was quoshed). In every one of these 
case the prisoners were freed because it was 
demonstrated that statements they had allegedly 
made (ie ‘verbals’) to the police had been altered. 
According to Clare Short MP there are now over 
100 cases requiring retrial involving the West 
Midlands Serious Crimes Squad.

g
Why don’t Anarchists enter the Labour 
Party (they 're not proscribed from doing so) 
-since there is only one mass working class 
organisation—work fora libertarian socialist 

policy or at least in order to get rid of Toryism ?
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the door to the room.
Lo and behold, there they were. The Economic 

League in full session, about 25-30 people at the 
most. Straightaway the researcher walked 
directly into the meeting, which was forced to 
pause, handed over copies of a letter—typed and 
copied the night before—to one of the organisers 
and said they were urgently needed for 
distribution. The organiser took them and the 
researcher left. Then, a few minutes later a 
motorcycle courier sent by League Watch handed 
in a copy of the same letter, which was signed 
for.

As for the mysterious letter that was handed in, 
this mockingly chastised the Economic League's 
security, implying that the full proceedings of the 
AGM would be passed on to League Watch. It 
went on to 'congratulate' the Economic League 
on their dismissal of Michael Noar, their 
director-general, and Thom Robinson, their 
Research Officer, and other staff at their 
headquarters, which now is badly need of 
recruits.

The Economic League were presumably very 
embarrassed at having their secret AGM 
disrupted in this way by an organisation 
specifically set up to oppose them. Nor could 
they have been too pleased that their delegates 
were photgraphed, to be identified by League 
Watch affiliates in the forthcoming first issue of 
League Watch News. To rub salt into the wound, 
the story of how League Watch beat the

We regret yet another issue had to be postponed 
owing to various contingencies. (The sub covers 
12 issues).
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