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head. His next target was the owner of a highly 
pollutant factory, whose head he shoves into a 
bucketful of the factory 's effluence (which the 
owner claims is safe), while declaring on 
videotape ‘If you are an enemy of the people, 
Anarky will destroy you’. The industrialist suf­
fers toxic poisoning. Batman is faced with a 
dilemma: Anarky is doing his job yet Batman 
feels he has to wipe out the competition.

It’s amusing that a mass-produced comic like 
that would feel there’s enough interest in the 
circled A’s to sell comics; while this is indica­
tive of a rise in interest in anarchy (at least in 
what’s perceived as anarchy) we’ll be happier 
when the real people get more attention than 
the stereotypes.

A A

ing is widespread—the queues acting as a 
mechanism for limiting the availability of many 
foods. A typical scene in Moscow is of a queue 
of 50 people hoping to get some jam, while 
armed police restrain people from attacking 
each other. Sugar is rationed. Overcrowding in 
homes is endemic, with many young people 
being forced to live with their parents until they 
are 40. people have savings but cannot buy 
anything with the money. The Government is 
now thinking of enticing people to hand back 
their savings in order to help the national 
economy by offering government bonds in 
their place. Immigration and travel restrictions 
outside the Soviet Union have been liberalised 
but are impractical as Soviet citizens are only 
allowed to take the equivalent of 30 with them.

Meanwhile the party bureaucrats are still

A A

ONE CAN'T HELP noticing the huge circled 
A on the cover of the recent Detective comics, 
home of Batman. It seems Batman has found a 
new rival in the character ‘Anarky', a masked, 
caped crusader who wears a big hat, carries 
little round smoke bombs (painted with a cir­
cled A) and a big stick. ‘Anarky’ is a self-stled 
anarchist vigilante, who reads letters to the edi­
tor in the local paper to hear what irks the 
people, and then avenges them in fairly violent 
ways.

However the character is not entirely un­
sympathetic. In one issue he gave a smack 
dealer a shock (literally) with his electrified can 
and left him with the message ‘I deal drugs, I 
kill kids’ spraypainted on the wall over his 

—

poll tax campaign and the bombing 
occurred only a fortnight after 
noisy demonstration forced the 
council to adjourn a meeting. But the 
council has claimed that staff had 
received no physical threats and 
almost no abusive mail, which is 
difficult to believe, given the reports 
in the press of people returning 
their registration forms scrawled with 
directives pointing out what the 
councils can do with themselves!

Even if the bombs did do very 
little damage, as Cambridge council 
would have us believe, the building 
still got a hefty dose of anti-poll tax 
graffitti.

The fact that the news was 
suppressed is indicative of the 
concern about the unpopularity of 
the poll tax. The government is 
clearly worried that if such incidents 
are reported, they will provoke a 
spate of similar attacks. The only 
paper that covered the story, apart 
from us, was Local Government 
Chronicle - the Nalgo news sheet, as 
far as we are aware (unless anyone 
knows differently).
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A MEDIA blackout has ensured that 
news of the recent bombing of 
Cambridge City Council.s poll tax 
office was suppressed.

The attack occurred in early 
November, when two petrol bombs 
were lobbed through the fron t 
windows of the poll tax office in the 
early hours of the morning. One 
ignited and caused smoke damage to 
the reception area, but the Council 
claimed that no other damage was 
done to either computers or 
documents, which they said were 
housed in a different part of the 
building.

The council also pointed out that 
staff often worked late at night in 
the poll tax office, but that luckily 
no one had been injured as a result. 

No one has yet claimed any 
responsibility for the bombing, but 
the police have said that they are 
investigating the incident. The 
council have also said that they are 
to tighten security, and no de <bt 
other poll tax offices around „he 
country have followed suit.

Cambridge has a very strong anti-
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TATE COMMUNISM is rapidly giving 
way to liberal democracy in Eastern
Europe but in the Soviet Union, where the 

economy is worsening day by day, there are 
genuine fears amongst anti-statists that this 
could even lead to civil war and mass blood­
shed. On a recent visit to the USSR, two mem­
bers of the Black Flag collective were informed 
of the seriousness of the situation direct from 
anarchists and syndicalists who have es­
tablished links with the wider labour and dissi­
dent movements.

Perestroika, as anticipated, has brought mas­
sive unemployment and forced up prices. Basic 
foods are now even less available than in 
Brezhnev’s time. The people marvel at how the 
West treats Gorbachev while back at home he 
is despised for the breakdown in living con­
ditions generally and the austerity measures 
that have resulted from re-structuring. Ration­
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BACK NUMBERS: We find that we have a 
limited number of back numbers of BLACK 
FLAG, returns from bookshops. Anyone 
interested? Sorry no complete sets! Single 
copies available for 30p (incl.postage). Usual 
address.

Martin has disputed this account, saying he 
was arrested at an earlier time and was going 
elsewhere. He has also continually pointed out 
that the Prosecution's version of the sequence 
of events would have been physically impos­
sible, as the time allocated—7 minutes—would 
simply not cover the time it supposedly took to 
arrest him, hold a conversation with him, be 
driven to the station, then go through the 
custody procedure. The investigating officers 
tried a test of their own; starting with the Pros­
ecution claim that Martin was in the cell at 
3.12pm they attempted to re-enact the sequence 
in reverse order, timing how long it would take 
a person going from the cell to the station desk, 
going through the subject’s property listing ... 
and they soon reached the conclusion that if 
Martin was in a cell at 3.12pm he could not 
have been in Hurst Street car park at 3.05pm, 
being arrested. Therefore, the officers who

USTICE MAY BE done at last 
prisoner Martin Foran, who was wrongly 
convicted in 1984 for a robbery he didn’t 

commit.
A member of the Anarchist Black Cross 

visited Martin in Frankland prison recently, 
along with Martin’s wife Valerie. He was in 
good spirits, as officers from the West 
Yorkshire police (who are currently invest­
igating the Serious Crimes Squad in Bir­
mingham) had visited him the previous week 
and spent several hours with him, taking 
statements from him about his arrest and con­
viction. The officers told Martin that they be­
lieve he is innocent of the charges against him; 
they had thoroughly investigated the Pros­
ecution case from the trial and decided that the 
sequence of events they described as having 
taken place would have been physically impos­
sible.

A crucial element of the Prosecution case is 
that Martin was arrested at 3.05pm on Sep­
tember 10th 1984—he was driving along Hurst 
Street in Birmingham and was directed into a 
car park there by the police. He then allegedly 
made some comments to the police officers 
present and virtually incriminated himself in a 
robbery which had taken place the night before. 
He was then taken by car to Bradford Street 
police station and there the usual arrest pro­
cedure was carried out regarding the con­
fiscation and signing of the suspect's property. 
Both the Prosecution and the Defence agreed 
that Martin was in the cell at 3.12pm. The time 
of that arrest became very significant at the 
hearing as the prosecution alleged that Martin 
was on his way to meet an alleged co­
defendant.
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Sorry, owing to the massive increase in 
postage rates, our subscriptions have to be 
raised if we're to keep our heads somewhat 
below water as usual, but they're still below 
cost.
We also have to start cutting off expired 
subs—some old friends we've kept on for a 
long time until we hear they've moved years 
ago. But we maintain our offer to send to 
prisoners free; or to wageless for cost of the 
stamp only. So as not to upset direct sales we 
are keeping the giveaway selling price of 30p 
for now.

A COMRADE in Edinburgh recently informed 
us that he has had a visit from the boys in blue, 
who turned up on his tenement doorstep bright 
and early one morning to inquire if he should, 
perchance, own a personal computer.

On politely informing our porcine friends 
that this was indeed the case, our comrade was 
then asked, to his total astonishment, if he 
knew anything about computer viruses.

This interesting little visit has merely con­
firmed to anti-poll tax activists in Edinburgh 
that the rumours of the last few months are in­
deed true, and that there really does exist on the 
Edinburgh poll tax computer a virus that re­
places a taxpayers name every fifteen minutes 
with that of a dead or fictitious person. Those 
poor beleaguered authorities are clearly 
worried about the progress of their poll tax col­
lection, which we understand is not proceeding 
at an alarming rate

Anarcho-quiz
1. What garment are MP’s expressly forbidden 
to wear when attending the House of 
Commons?
2. When was ‘God save the Queen’ a popular 
anti-Tory rallying cry used by English radicals 
and even Red republicans?
3. Which king sought the help of anarchists to 
regain his throne?
4. Which pioneer anarcha-feminist battled for 
gypsies rights in the Forest of Dean in the 20s 
and 30s?
5. Which former soap star claimed he was an 
anrcho-syndicalist and that he regularly read 
the anarchist press?

New dole test
The South west Unwaged Federation have pro­
duced an information sheet on how to beat the 
new ‘Actively Seeking Work’ test for benefits 
claimants. Copies are available from the South 
West Unwaged Federation c/o Claimants 
Union, Virginia House, Palace street, Ply­
mouth Devon

Stop Press. Latest news received of Martin is 
that he went on hunger strike on Thursday 30 
November 1989, as he is depressed about the 
fact that prisoner in custody sheet has been des­
troyed. The campaign is now entering a crucial 
phase and we call on all of Martin’s supporters 
around the world to redouble their efforts—it’s 
needed more now thanever.

claimed that he was there are lying and the 
statements they made regarding comments 
Martin was said to have made are invalid.

Moreover Martin has always maintained that 
the ‘prisoners in custody' sheet for Bradford 
Street had been altered, an earlier time of arrest 
being crossed out and the time 3.05pm being 
added. When investigating officers asked to see 
the custody sheet, they were presented with a 
half-size photocopy with one edge missing. 
Since then Martin's lawyer, Mark Philip’s, 
went to the station to request another copy—it 
could not be found and was presumed des­
troyed. If this is not enough to expose the con­
viction of Martin, the investigating officers 
have also dis covered a statement made by In­
spector Reade, who was on duty on September 
10th at Bradford Street, and this states that 
Martin was in fact arrested at 2pm. For reasons 
best known to this officer, he made no mention 
of this statement, though he attended the trial 
and heard other police claim that they arrested 
Martin at 3.05pm. If this officer had spoken 
out, it is probable that Martin would never 
have been convicted and would never have 
ended up taking a hostage in order to secure 
urgent medical treatment (for which he had a 
further 6 years added to his sentence). It re­
mains to be seen how long Martin will be left 
dying in jail and how long it will take the in­
vestigating officers to declare their findings 
officially.

New evidence of the systematic ill-treatment 
of Martin has also emerged. Valerie Foran re­
ceived a memo written on headed paper from 
Walton jail, dated June 29th 1986, the day 
Martin was assaulted at the medical block 
there. It is part of a ‘continuous medical re-

cord' on Martin and stresses that Martin had 
once taken an officer hostage, and that ‘nothing 
should be done to aid or comfort this ind­
ividual'. No mention of the fact that Martin 
was denied medical treatment in the first place, 
or of the way he was moved from jail to jail to 
disrupt any appointments he had made with 
medical staff. No mention of the fact that 
Martin was given a colostomy operation soon 
after the incident—which proved he was ill all 
along. Dr Flood, the main doctor at Frankland 
who has done what he can to deny Martin 
treatment, was working at Walton in June 
1986. Copies of this memo have been sent to 
the media. The Home Office are saying it is a 
fake, and that they are carrying out an invest­
igation into who leaked the memo. What a con­
tradiction—if the memo is a fake why bother to 
hold an investigation? The Home Office told 
the Birmingham press that the prison number
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given for Martin on the memo was only given 
to him recently, but plenty of documents held 
by Black Flag show that Martin was issued 
with this number as soon as he was sent to 
prison.

Interest in Martin’s case is growing in 
Ireland (Martin is originally from Limerick). 
The TD (MP) for Limerick, Desmond 
O’Malley, is now a minister. He has supported 
Martin for a long time and has encouraged the 
Irish Foreign Affairs Dept, to make an official 
call for his release. O’Malley has also en­
couraged the Irish media to cover the case; the 
Sunday Tribune ran a front page story on 
Martin in November. And the Limerick RTE 
station recently sent a tv crew to Birmingham 
to film interviews with Valerie Foran, Clare 
Short MP, Birmingham lawyer Mark Philips 
and a supporter, for a news item on Marrtin's 
case. In the Six Counties, Warzone Anarchist 
group have mounted an active campaign calling 
for Martin’s release and some local media have 
shown interest.

In Britain, Rough Justice producer Steve 
Haywood has borrowed a case file on Martin to 
see about the possibility of making a pro­
gramme. An article by journalist David Pal- 
lister recently appeared in the Guardian, 
giving details of an earlier framing of Martin in 
1978 as well as linking the case to the Bi­
rmingham Six. A similar article recently 
appeared in the Independent by Terry Kirby. In 
Birmingham local interest in the case is 
growing, and the news that four officers from 
the disbanded Serious Crimes Squad are now 
facing criminal charges for their framing of 
Keith Parchment, who spent 2 years in jail for a 
crime he did not commit, has maintained in­
terest in the issue of ‘wrongful' conviction.

The benefit LP ‘Justice is our Conviction’, 
which is to raise money for Martin Foran and 
other prisoners supported by Martin's Defence 
Campaign is still going ahead, and should be 
out early this year. Groups who have donated 
tracks include Mega City Four, the Shamen, 
Benjamin Zephaniah, Annie Anxiety and 
Adrian Sherwood.
Please note that the new contact address for 
Martin’s campaign is ‘Conviction’. PO Box 
522, Sheffield SI 3FF.
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STUDENTSREVOLTING

From Their Foreign Correspondent
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as a forum for debate, ideas and news.
The anti-election stunts gained wide press 

coverage—resulting in a 24% missing vote, 
and condemnation by the leftist parties. The 
state itself has publicly tolerated the student an­
archist movement but activists say that mail has 
been tampered with.

These independent groups are growing but 
sources claim that individual contacts are be­
coming harder. Anarchists are now trying to 
set precise terms for organizing a federation 
between groups. They also hope to establish in­
ternational contacts in the future.

Source Umanita Nova

HE MASSACRE by the Chinese com­
munist regime of the protesters in Tian An 

Men square and the following purge of re­
volutionaries and dissidents was universally 
condemned by the rest of the world. A voice as 
loud as any other in that condemnation was that 
of the British Government, but as with all gov­
ernments loud words are used to cover its own 
duplicity and hypocracy. In Hong Kong, where 
the popular protests against the events of Tian 
An Men square were largest, those movements 
supporting the democratic struggle in China are 
now facing repression and police brutality from 
the British colonial government.

King Charles St., 
London, SW1

JOSE DE CAONCEICAO Carvalho was a 36 
year old activist in the Trotskyite Re­
volutionary Socialist Party until fascists be­
longing to the National Movement (MAN) 
murdered him in Lisbon during a confrontation 
between fascists and anti-fascists in the city 
centre.
According to our source, MAN was founded in 
1985, since when it has attracted many skin-

Its a case of a large number of local support 
groups all over Spain, with Mili KK, and MOC 
(Movement of Conscientious Objectors) co­
ordinating and doing legal work. The alternat­
ive info groups—ANA, Tas Tas, Upa, and 
Contra—also play an important role. It’s dif­
ficult to keep up with the literally hundreds of 
actions of a decentralised movement. The aim 
now is to tell people ‘you can get away with it' 
and persuade thousands, or tens of thousands, 
to make the whole system unworkable. 
Source: Ekomedia, Barcelona

accept this suspension, as it is arbitrary, unfair 
and does nothing to remedy the problem of il­
legally power *ul broadcasts by the other 
stations. Consequently Radio Libertaire now 
faces police seizure of their transmission equip­
ment and permanent closure.

Please send letters of protest now to: CSA, 
56 Rue Jacob, 75272 Paris CEDEX 06, 
France.
Petition forms can also be obtained from the 
Radio Libertaire Support Group, 11 Gibson 
Gardens, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1AW. 
Letters of support should be sent to Radio Lib­
ertaire, 145 Rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

THE POPULAR parisian, anarchist radio 
station, Radio Libertaire, is facing the most 
serious crisis of its ten year history and needs 
help in order for its existence to continue.

For several months, signals from commer­
cial stations have been operating over and 
above their legally sanctioned power limits and 
have interfered with transmissions from Radio 
Libertaire. Their response has been to increase 
the signal from RL in order for programmes to 
be broadcast clearly. Now the French gov­
ernment has responded by officially suspen­
ding Radio Libertaire transmissions, but not 
those of the commercial stations. RL refuses to

On Sept 29 the New China News Agency 
(NCNA)—China's embassy in Hong 
Kong—held a National Day celebration party. 
In view of the June 4th massacre and the ensu­
ing reign of terror, April 5th Action, which has 
been one of the most active groups to support

the democratic struggle in China, called a 
demonstration in protest. The demonstrators 
had agreed to a route and rallying point im­
posed by the police, eventhough this would 
prevent them from passing the venue for the 
party, restricting their impact. However as the 
march proceeded it was stopped three times by 
the police and on the third occasion was pre­
vented from going any further. The demo- 
strators locked arms to try and force their way 
through—the same method used by the Beijing

CNT NEWS
ON 5th OCTOBER the CNT (anarcho- 
syndicalist union) organised a series of oc­
cupations of disused union offices all over 
Spain to protest that their proprty stolen by 
Franco's fascist government still has not been 
returned.

In La Coruna, Galicia, eight of the 30 CNT 
occupiers were arrested and beaten up. In 
Granada 3 companeros were arrested and re­
fused bail after a violent eviction. Nine police 
claimed injuries in the fighting. The 3 
nicked—Antonio,Joaquin and Jiminez started a 
protest campaign and on 16th October began a 
hunger strike. They were released on bail on 
18th October.

There were similar occupations in Bilbao, 
Cordoba, Oviedo, Alicante and Barcelona and 
attempted ones in Madrid and Salamanca.

The buildings claimed by the CNT are un­
fortunately also claimed by the CGT—a re­
formist split from the CNT. The excuse of the 
State is that they don't know which is the real 
CNT and a bitter feud and endless battle con­
tinues.

students to force their way through the police 
lines in the demonstrations of April 27th and 
May 4th—but they were outnumbered and 
could not break through. On the third attempt 
the police attacked the demonstration with fists 
and truncheons resulting in the hospitalisation 
of four demonstrators. There were also four 
arrests. One demonstrator—Raymond W.K. 
Lau—has been left with a ruptured eye ball 
after being handcuffed and systematically 
beaten for 20 minutes.

Following this, on October 3rd, the police 
raided two television stations and armed with a 
search warrant removed the unedited tapes of 
the demonstration. Although the tapes were re­
turned later and the police said that no copies 
had been made, three more members of April 
5th Action have since been arrested. All those 
arrested have been charged under the Public 

. Order Ordinance (POO).
The POO gives unlimited powers to the 

police for ‘the maintenance of public order, the 
control of organisations, meetings,places, 
vessels and aircraft, unlawful assemblies and 
riots'. In a highly critical report from the UN 
Human Rights Commission on civil liberties in 
Hong Kong, the POO was singled out in part­
icular. The commission commented that a state 
of ‘lawlessness’ is created by the POO which 
gives the police limitless power to violate basic 
human rights. With this and other legislation 
the colonial authorities seems intent to silence 
any dissent in the run up to the hand-over of the 
territories to China. In fact they are using this 
very suppression as a bargaining point in their 
negotiations with the Chinese government.

In a recent letter to the NCNA, leaked to a 
Hong Kong newspaper, W.G.Ehrman, Polit­
ical Adviser of the Hong Kong government 
stated—‘The Hong Kong Government has no 
intention of allowing Hong Kong to be used as 
a base for subversive activities against the 
People’s Republic of China. NCNA will have 
noticed the arrest of members of the April 5th 
Action Group outside their National Day re­
ception.' It went on to say, ‘The Hong Kong 
government will continue to have prudent re­
gard for...the interests and concerns of the 
Chinese Government.’

The people of Hong Kong are being crushed 
between the hammer of state communism and 
the anvil of capitalism. To maintain any hope 
for self-determination they are going to have to 
resist with every means at their disposal and in 
that resistance they must not be left to fight 
alone.

April 5th Action is calling for the dropping 
of all the charges against those arrested for 
their participation in the September 29th demo­
nstration, compensation to those injured and 
action taken against those police officers re­
sponsible. It further calls for the repeal of those 
clauses in the POO which contravene the Inter­
national Covenant on Civil and Political rights. 

The committee for the concern of the 29.9 
incident can be contacted at—

B 1 Kwai Chung Centre 
1st Floor, Kwai Hing Rd,

N.T., Hong Kong
The address of the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office—

ANTI-MILI
n recent months the struggle against com­
pulsory military Service has escalated with 

hundreds of young people declaring themselves
to be total refusers, not going to the army ser­
vice and also refusing the new alternative mili­
tary service which the State has brought in to 
try and solve the ‘problem'.

When you refuse military service and are 
classed as an objector, you get called up again 
for alternative service. So far there have been 
three rounds of 2nd call-ups and each time ob­
jectors, with support demos, have presented 
themselves to the military governors to declare 
themselves total objectors and be arrested.

But the Spanish state has shown weakness, 
maybe beacause almost everyone is, passively, 
against the ‘mili' (up to 90% In Catalonia and 
Euskadi). Normally they just arrest 2 or 3 at 
each centre, apparently at random. This prov­
okes in every case so far a series of sit-ins, 
chain-ins, demos, marches to the prisons etc. 
So far in each case the state has backed down 
and let the objectors go within a month, to face 
possible court cases later.

To declare yourself a Total Refuser is to go 
against the state and all it stands for. so the 
anti-mili movement is mainly an anarchist 
struggle, with the lefties, parties and unions 
(except the CNT-AIT) keeping clear or giving 
passive approval. Nor have the radical Catalan 
or Basque nationalists become seriously in­
volved, they want their own army after the re­
volution.
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Direct Action Gets The Goods
A CNT MEMBER from Salamanca was dis­
missed from a building site in Villalba 
(Madrid) for demanding better wages, legal 
contracts, safety, etc...but not for long.
On the 18th September 40 companeros arrived, 
stopped work on the site, held assemblies with 
the workers, gave out 1000's of leaflets, did 
graffiti and interviews with local press and 
radio.

The worker was promptly rehired and the 
direct action was a great success.

heads into its ranks. Their favourite pastime in­
volves roaming Lisbon in gangs of 10 or 15 
beating up blacks, homosexuals and punks, 
amongst others, with iron bars and baseball 
bats.

How strange then that the British NF 
(Qadaffi wing) boasts of its good relations with 
MAN, when it tells all and sundry how right on 
and anti-fascist they are these days.

THE AARCHIST movement has always had a 
measure of importance in Brazilian society. At 
the end of the 1970’s the last bastions of re­
sistance were all but extinguished by the mili­
tary dictatorship which had established itself in 
1969.

Since 1985, Rio de Janeiro has seen an up­
surge in anarchist organisation, particularly 
among students. This re-activation is forging 
itself a new role among young Brazilians, and 
has seen the birth of GAJO (Anarchist Group 
Jose Oicitica), CAE9 (Student Cell 9th July), 
and the Mutual Aid Group, which is a braod 
coalition of anarchist students.

Activities over the last couple of years have 
included conferences, discussion groups, pub­
lication of pamphlets etc, as well as anti­
militarist actions (albeit pacifist) and anti­
election propaganda (the vote is compulsory in 
Brazil). A magazine ‘Utopia’ has been pub­
lished twice in the last eighteen months, acting
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