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Anarchist Michalis Kaltezas was murdered 
by police in Athens Who’s next?

crucial to the protestors, as the way the law is 
interpreted will determine whether or not 
people are ultimately charged and convicted. 
The police are saying that the protestors have 
violated the asylum principle by occupying the 
Poly, although the protestors point out that the 
asylum principle exists to protect students. 
While this issue will dominate the much of the 
protest in the next few weeks, the anarchists 
and students will also ensure that the murder of 
a fifteen year old anarchist by the State is by no 
means forgotten.

With the occupation over a new march is 
planned and a campaign is to be launched to 
draw attention to thereal reason for the unrest. 
True to form the Greek media has managed to 
turn the whole affair upside down—ignoring the 
fact that a young man was murdered by the 
police and promoting the usual propaganda 
about criminals, lefties and terrorism. The cam­
paign will also seek to disrupt the next general 
election, planned for April 8th.

Although the progress of events has been sub­
jected to a total media blackout by the Greek 
government, prventing newspapers here and el­
sewhere from reporting anything, news of the 
protest is being circulated daily through the 
channels of the International Anarchist Black 
Cross.
LATE NEWS: We have heard that the Director 
of fhe psychiatric clinic at Korydallox 
Prison—Mai ias Maratos— has just been killed 
by unknown people. Maratos had been respon­
sible for the torturing of patients, the raping of 
female inmates and had directly caused the 
suicide of many at the clinic.

NE OF THE main plotters in the MI5 
destabilisation campaign of the late
60 s,early 70's and who leaked some of 

the information that became the foundation of 
Colin Wallace's dirty tricks campaign, is 
currently behind another smear campaign 
against well known politicians and 
organisations. Documents forming the basis of 
this campaign are in the possession of Black 
Flag and are quoted from below.

The current campaign is being spearheaded 
via regular briefing papers that purport to 
provide ‘intelligence' on political leader*;, 
political and other organisations, and 
‘subversives'. These papers are aptly titled 
British Briefing and are circulated to ‘interested 
parties' within industry, the media, and within 
the expanding ‘think-tank' establishment of the 
free market right. British Briefing is 
coordinated by oe person—a former collegue of 
Peter Wright, the ex-MI5 officer—and 
distributed by an organisation funded by MI5 
and which also receives finance from British 
industry.

The coordinator of British Briefing is Charles 
Elwell (also known as Charles Elton) ; its 
distributor is the Economic League, the 
blacklisting agency, and no doubt League 
Watch, the anti-blacklisting research agency, 
will be providing more information on this 
connection.

British Briefing does not deal in facts, but is a 
mixture of innuendo, low level intelligence and 
reports taken from both mainstream and 
left-wing newspapers stirred up with a good 
deal of red-scare paranoia. It rarely makes 
direct accusations but uses selected quotes from 
a variety of sources in an attempt to make its 
smears credible. It finds ‘dissidents’, 
‘infiltrators’ and ‘subversives’ in the Home 
Office, the House of Commons and even the 
Church of England (C of E). In an extensive 
review of a recent ‘study’ into the C of E it 
suggests that ‘C of E ordinands are recruits to 
an organisation in which kindred views abound 
and may prevail, if not yet to the extent of 
including Lenin and Marx as well as Martin 
Luther King in their calender of Saints'and that 
‘it is well known that their (the C of E’s) 
tendancy is anti-Conservative, anti-capitalist, 
anti-nationalist and pro-socialist', this being 
illistrated in the study by quotes by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of 
Durham.

It then goes on to echo claims also made by 
both the Prime Minister and the Economic 
League that many charities—Shelter, Child 
Poverty Action Group, War on Want, Oxfam 
and Christian Aid in particular—are motivated 
by radical politics, having (this time using an 
article by Peregrine Worsthorne in the Sunday 
Telegraph ‘been infiltrated by sixties radicals 
and the Left in order to undermine the system’. 
The efforts of Downing Street, however, to be 
involved in the drafting of a new Charities Act 
however were fended off by ‘dissident elements 
in the Home Office’.

There is a review on the development of the 
Anti-Economic League Campaign with reports 
on both a meeting organised ‘by Maria Fyfe 
MP—whose ‘communist sympathies are well 
known to British Briefing readers’—in support 
of her Blacklists (Access to information Bill) 
and of the conference held by Leeds Trades 
Council (after which League Watch was 
founded).
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eluded firing large quantities ot CS gas into the 
buildings, but overall they have been frustrated 
by the refusal of the Dean of the institution to 
allow the police to enter Polytechnic premises, 
to criticise the protestors or demand their evic­
tion. A law in Greece, for right of asylum, pre­
vents the police from entering university pre­
mises without the permission of the authorities, 
in order to preserve academic freedom. The 
Dean, Mr Noutsoupoulos, is now to be pros­
ecuted for supporting ‘criminals’ and refusing 
access to the police. However, by a bizarre turn 
of events, since the coalition government col­
lapsed on 12 February he has been co-opted into 
the provisional government as Minister for 
Transport and Telecommunications!

The students and anarchists have since dec­
ided to end the occupation anyway, on their 
own terms, and take the protest onto the streets. 
Meantime, the Ministry for Public Order has 
released the names of 19 wanted aarchists who 
they intend to charge with various offences, in­
cluding causing 10 million Drachmas worth of 
damage to the Polytechnic. This move has been 
widely seen as an attempt to provide an excuse 
for an illegal eviction and although the occu­
pation has now ended, the charges have not 
been withdrawn. Since the collapse of the Gov­
ernment, the police have become increasingly 
threatening and are unlikely to back down in 
their attempts to nail people. The list of wanted 
people includes the Anarchist Black Cross con­
tact, who is still managing to supply in­
formation to us even though he has gone under­
ground.

The issue of assylum is one of the most 

A to
X \

REEK ANARCHISTS and students 
have staged a wave of protests and 
demonstrations in Athens, over the last 

six weeks, which show signs of increasing-in 
intensity as we go to press. The protests are 
over the acquittal of police officer Melistas for 
the murder of a young anarchist in 1985 and 
began with the occupation of Athens Poly­
technic.

Michalis Kaltezas was shot dead five years 
ago without warning or provocation. The trial 
of officer Melistas finally ended on January 
19th, when he was allowed to walk free from 
the charge of murder. Enraged protestors, 
mainly anarchists and students, occupied the 
Polytechnic and there were clashes between 
police and 5000 demonstrators on the following 
nights. The occupiers stated that since the 
police were now able to murder with impunity 
they were taking the action for their own prot­
ection. Their demands include the quashing of 
Melistas’ acquittal, a retrial and the sacking of 
the Ministersfor Justice and Public 
Order—Stamatis and Manikas.

In the weeks following the initial occupation 
the protestors received the support of other ana­
rchists and students who have occupied three 
Centresfor Philosophical Studies, about 50 high 
schools and another two universities. Demo­
nstrations called by the anarchist movement 
have brought 20,000 protestors onto the streets 
on at least two occasions, as well as numerous 
other demonstrations around the country. 
Workers in the large tobacco growing area out­
side Athens have gone on strike in sympathy.

Police attempts to evict the Polytechnic in­
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Q What is lifestylism?
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Lifestylism is the belief that following a 
particular lifestyle has some political sign­

ificance or is in some way an indication of 
social change or even revolutionary signifi­
cance. It is a perfectly harmless form of adapt­
ation to the existing system as long as it is re­
cognised for what it is. It does not prevent one 
from being a revolutionary, a radical or con­
servative, though it sometimes is an inducement 
to indifference.

The belief that following a particular 
bohemian or punk lifestyle has affected many 
would-be anarchists in English-speaking count­
ries, and is spreading, but is totally negative.

There has always been a notion that following 
particular dress fashions is an indication of lib­
eral or revolutionary beliefs—hats, coats, 
men’s beards and moustaches or the way of cut­
ting them, women's hair, have all in their time 
been used as indications of belief, which is fair 
enough. But the notion that anything positive is 
achieved by this is absurd. One can buy oneself 
a bowler hat, striped pants and an umbrella and 
live in a detached house, but it takes more than 
that to become a capitalist. It's easier to wear 
old clothes and live in a squat, but one doesn't 
automatically become a revolutionary far less 
an anarchist, not that it prevents it either.

Council tenants in London who have put up 
steel doors to protect themselves from break-ins 
have been ordered to remove them. The excuse 
is that it is unsafe—the fire brigade in one case 
couldn’t break in to save a couple. However 
other councils are putting in the same type of 
steel doors, taking hundreds of pounds from 
tenants' rents, to stop squatters.

Squatters harm no-one. Those who break in 
io, more or less violently according to circum-
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1990 Competition for 
British Press Fool of the 
Year

THE AMBULANCE strike tempts one to 
some cynical remarks. It has had more 
widespread popular support—for what good 

that does—than any since the nurses strike. 
There is positive hatred of the miners among the 
upper classes—they think their houses are kept 
warm by a scullery maid with a bucket of coals 
and the eminers are a subterranean menace. The 
middle classes hate the transport workers—they 
see lorries as blocking the roads and think their 
goodies come from the supermarket. The 
workers on the whole oppose the passenger 
transport workers—if they are there, they 
grumble about lateness, if not, they complain of 
the inconvenience. The chattering classes hate 
the printers, whom they blame for printing their 
rivals’ lucubrations and not insisting on only 
printing theirs. But everyone realises that they 
can get knocked down and would have to rely 
on the ambulances, even if they can afford to 
pay for private hospitalisation, and would still 
need nurses.

The snare is that the union leadership is deter­
mined to keep the sympathy of the public even 
though it is confined to throwing donations in 
the collecting buckets and honking horns out­
side pickets. They would be better off if they 
were generally hated like property speculators! 
Of course a health emergency service, like fire­
fighters or health workers, is bound to consider 
the people whom it serves. But a strike that ends 
the dispute quickly is infinitely better for the 
stricken than a slow drain of the profession, 
such as the senior doctors have staged, moralis­
ing all the way to the fleshpots of the USA that 
they could never dream of striking.

These remarks are not so offbeat as some of 
the suggestions for settling the dispute. Some 
worthy doctors, taking up the obvious lessons 
of the cuts in the National Health Service and
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from their ranks ‘Let’s get the bitch’. There was 
no media hype against Brenda Dean: no 
whipped-up hysteria as there was, say, against 
Arthur Scargill during the miners' strike. To 
the bourgeoisie she presented an image of mod­
eration. The only people (putting on one side 
the dislike of her activist members!) who hated 
her, for putting the case on television clearly 
and convincingly in terms acceptable to the 
Murdoch readership, were Murdoch’s minions.

Northamptonshire police inquiry into 
the Battle of Wapping leaked to the BBC 
and taken up by the press criticises the 

conduct of the police during the lock-out at 
News International. Nevertheless, it is a white­
wash. One had only to see the TV coverage, let 
alone be there, to see that the police behaved 
like an occupation force smashing down the 
local resistance. They charged into the crowd, 
beat up elderly people, could scarcely be re­
strained from killing younger more active dem­
onstrators, hit out at women and men alike, in 
some cases women with accompanying children 
were not spared, and all for just being there. It 
wasn’t just a hit back at incensed activists. The 
enquiry states some of the force acted in a 
‘violent and undisciplined way'. Nevertheless 
this is a lie and enables a further lie to be told by 
police apologists that maybe some fraction of 
the police, perhaps junior officers, lost control 
under violent provocation.

The attack on the demonstrators against 
Rupert Murdoch’s scab operation was violent, 
but it was not uncontrolled. All along senior 
police officers kept command and discipline 
was maintained. Had it not been, some police 
could have been expected to run away or at least 
hold back—would they all have rushed forward 
on their own initiative, putting themselves at 
not inconsiderable risk, just in favour of getting 
the Sun and Times out on time?
Sogat was attacked, indeed fined, for not being 
able to ‘control’ all demonstrators, though 
anyone could, and did, turn up. Nobody turned 
up to support the police. Those who were there 
were under orders, and remained so.

From personal experience: I was standing in a 
bunch of people (which was later charged by 
horses) just happening to be between an official 
Sogat platform, with union leaders speaking 
(actually dissuading violence) and the police. 
When a woman got up to speak I heard a voice 

> from the police ranks clearly say, ‘That’s 
Brenda Dean’—I couldn't see if it was the new 
Sogat boss or not—and a shouted chorus came

stance.But councils cannot bear to see empty 
flats go to squatters.

Those who break in occupied flats are det­
erred by steel doors, because time is of the es­
sence. Squatters, who go to derelict ones, are 
less so. All they do is to hacksaw through the 
securing rods or use a 15 mm spanner to un­
screw bolt and washer.

Our working editorial collective having been 
reduced by half owing to people leaving 
London, a bug hit us making it impossible to 
produce the paper for February. Sorry. Let’s 
hope we can overcome.
The article on Chile (last issue) was the first 
part: the second part is not yet translated owing’ 
to the translator still being off.

WA
But all the police facing, us charged forward as 
one. (Stones from elsewhere dispersed them). 
Why would police officers want to ‘get the 
bitch’ if not following Murdoch’s line, the only 
conceivable reason for which can be cash hand­
outs sanctioned from the top?

On another occasion I was driving a car on 
the public highway at the moment when the 
vans wanted a clear run out of the besieged 
building and I was told to get it away as the road 
was closed off for the time. I handed them the 
visiting card of a local GP (for some reason they 
thought it was mine) saying I lived round the 
corner. 1 was told ‘Don’t argue, doc, or we'll 
smash the car in’. They did not in fact smash the 
car but expertly manoeuvred it on to the 
pavement (illegal parking?) as the vans came 
out at dangerously high speed (illegal: on one 
occasion resulting in death). Strict discipline 
was maintained and a sergeant was present. The 
surging crowd, which threatened to block the 
outgoing vehicles, was then stormed as, at a 
word of command, horsemen rushed in, batons 
flaying, like the Charge of the Light Brigade. 
Where and when had the nerves snapped, the 
discipline broken down, the senior officers lost, 
control? They knew perfectly well what they 
were doing. It is an excuse to let off the men at 
the top.

Some rankings have now been charged on the 
fairly inescapable evidence that gross violence 
was perpetrated (any violence on the other side 
of the barricades having long since been heavily 
punished). But in view of the ‘unreasonable de­
lays’ in bringing evidence many have not gone 
for trial and their cases have been dismissed. 
Was it that long ago? Let us hope this law also 
applies to the case of Pottle and Randle, now 
awaiting trial at the Old Bailey for their part in 
releasing a prisoner twenty years ago, fol­
lowing the recent ‘revelations' of a dead mas­
terspy and the consequent urging of Tory back­
bench dinosaurs.

1. Wartime Australian Prime Minister Menzies 
was nicknamed ‘pig-iron’—was this due (as 
some press obituaries suggested) to his 
stubbornness of character?
2. Why did the early settlement of Australia 
lead to an increased value of pocket- 
handkerchieves in England?
3. What fundamental privilege enshrined in the 
British class system is severely curtailed in 
Australia?
4. When the Duke of Norfolk managed the 
visiting English cricket team and was advised 
not to expect Ozzies to call him Your Grace all 
the time, how did he adjust to democracy?
5. When Capt. Bligh offered indigenous 
Australians nails and worthless beads for their 
lands—and unlike some native American tribes, 
they refused—what conclusions did he draw?
6. What Anarchist took a prominent part in the 
Paris rising, visited Australia and pioneered 
squatting in South London, before returning to 
France to start a propaganda paper?

answers on page 8
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the plight of the nurses, the ambulancemen and 
the junior doctors, have hit on the not-so- 
obvious solution of starting a Health Party. 
They are going to campaign through the ballot 
box, in the charade of parliamentarism we 
laughingly call democracy, to get the health ser­
vice considered. Some election, with candidates 
parading their concern for health, for ecology, 
for or against the death penalty, even the old 
stalwart against road accidents, in competition 
with the politicos with their professed concern 
for everything and everybody!

The pl^in fact is that it is no good waiting 
until grievances are forced upon one to ask for 
solidarity from everyone else. The workers as a 
whole need to get back to supporting every 
strike, to offering solidarity by way of action 
and not words or noises after the dispute has 
taken place, as a matter of sheer individual sur­
vival. We are all suffering under the attack 
made now by a government that has ceased to 
bother to conceal it, as in the days of consensus. 
An injury to one has to be recognised once more 
as an injury to all.
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We intend awarding a fool’s cap of newspaper 
to the British journalist who manages to be the 
most incompetent ass in this highly competitive 
industry in the early part of the New Year. The 
coveted lead so far goes to William Langley, 
London Evening Standard political cor­
respondent in Paris. For testimony to lack of 
political knowledge, use of the English lan­
guage, and French modem history with the 
struggles to the death between Anarchists 
versus both Royalists and Nazis, this is hard to 
beat: ‘The (recent Royalist boules) Paris 
bombers almost certainly belong to one of the 
twisted anarcho-Nazi factions who like to des­
cribe themselves as Royalists and who are still 
riding out the perverse wave of support they re­
ceived during the centennial' (bi-centennial of 
the French Revolution). (Standard 12.1.90)
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JOHN PEROTTI 
ASSAULTED

IWW PRISON organiser, John^Perotti was re­
cently been beaten up by two prison guards. 
Notified by the Anarchist Black Cross emer­
gency response network Black Flag contacted 
the prison and was told that John had been ‘for­
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Tram workers as well as workers in other 
sections of the transport industry have 
witnessed once again how their interests and 
those of their industries users have been 
sabotaged by the politically ambitious within 
the trade union movement and by the union 
social democratic mafia. This practice will only 
be broken when permanent links between rank 
and file members are achieved so that lead­
erships become redundant.

IN THE SUMMER the Libertarian Centre (The 
Idea) of l’Hospitalet (Catalonia) was raided by 
fascists at a time when it was unoccupied. After 
a piece of minor vandalism in which one of 
them cut himself, ther police then barged in 
using the action as an excuse to destroy the 
centre which so far had been independent.

The police sealed the centre (not bothered by 
the fact that a cat was left inside which starved 
to death) and began raids on those who used the 
centre (not those who had vandalised it!)

The Libertarian Centre ‘The Idea’ neverthe­
less will continue in one place or another.

source: Solidaridad Obrera

ON THE FIRST day of the new decade, 
tram workers in Melbourne, Australia, 
turned the new realism of Labor on its 

head and declared workers control. They kicked 
out management and ran the transport system 
without bosses. The Labor government and 
union bureaucracy took the challenge seriously 
and within 24 hours the decision was made by 
the state authorities to close the transport 
system down completely rather than risk col­
lectivisation.

The authorities erroneously believed that 
with no trams on Melbourne’s roads any public 
support for the tram workers would collapse; 
but the opposite was the case. John Kennan, the 
minister in charge of transport in Victoria, mis­
calculated just how much the public relies on 
tram conductors—which he wants to get rid of. 
Kennan hopes that new style ticketing will make 
conductors obsolete—but the public are not 
swayed by fatuous arguments over cost-saving 
and believe that human resources are needed to 
retain high safety levels. The dispute escalated 
into disruptive action, blockades of the streets 
by trams and finally—with the crunch date 
arriving for the introduction of the new tickets 
and the ‘redeployment’ of the conductors—the 
takeover of the trams by the workers. Prior to 
Christmas pressure mounted with action by 
trammies taking a drastic toll on the revenue of 
Melbourne’s biggest stores. Millions of dollars 
of business was lost as shoppers chose to shop 
locally and office workers took ‘sickies’. The 
industrial action was solid and depots began or­
ganising for ‘D Day’—trammies came to work 
as normal but refused to accept the new con­
tracts. Instead they took the trams out and de­
pots in different parts of Melbourne declared 
that the trams were being run directly by the 
workers. One depot hung out a banner an­
nouncing ‘Under New Management: Workers’ 
Control’. On previous occasions during the dis­
pute trams had been run with the public being, 
allowed by the workers to travel free—the re­
sponse from management was to dock the 
trammies' pay. On January 1st the talk in the

depots was for the workers to print up their 
own, workers’ controlled, tickets that would 
bring in revenue from tram users direct to the 
trammies. This was too much for the right-wing 
Labor establishment—such direct action had to 
be halted al all costs.

On the evening of January 1st rumours 
abounded that management was going to force a 
lockout. Hearing of the crisis some trammies 
cut short their festive vacation and came in to 
give a hand. Volunteers in the dead of night 
drove the trams to the centre of the city: The 
police failed to stop them, being told by the 
trammies that they were carrying out ‘legit­
imate industrial action’. Within hours virtually 
all the trams were out in the centre blocking the 
main tram routes. By early morning pickets 
were set up by the trams and in the depots.
The action was further escalated when trammies 
in some depots forced any remaining managers 
to leave. In these depots the entrances were 
sealed and there were cases of managers being 
literally hosed out of the buildings. It was not 
long before the authorities took the drastic ac­
tion that trammies had been predicting all 
along: centralised power was cut off from the 
system to prevent tram workers from con­
tinuing to run the trams without bosses. 
Without power the trams were permanently 
stranded in the city centre. It was stalemate: 
workers couldn’t run the system and the auth­
orities were unable to get the trams back to the 
depots. In effect it was a lockout.

The next day there was an attempt by the 
authorities to forcibly tow some of the trams 
back to the depots. But this plan was foiled 
when a bus driver drove his bus in front of the 
long line of trams and let down all its tyres. 
Scuffles broke out between police and pickets 
and members of the public came to the support 
of the trammies. No further attempts were made 
that day to move the trams and later that night a 
few people made their way to the centre and, 
taking matters into their own hands, welded 
iron bars to tram tracks in five different parts of 
the city.

With a lockout enforced—the trammies were 
not on strike but wanted to run the system dir­
ectly and could not while the power remains 
off—the situation developed into a state of psy­
chological warfare with both sides of the dis­
pute upping the odds to force through a sol­
ution. The union executive asked for a three 
month moratorium (which was rejected), that 
would only succeed in delaying the stuggle. 
Kennan—who personally made all the running 
on behalf of management—stated he wouldn’t 
budge an inch.

The head of the union, Lou di Gregorio, had 
succeeded in most people’s eyes in establishing 
himself as a ‘militant’ and the same applies to 
John Halfpenny, the secretary of the Trades 
Hall Council—but both have their careers to 
think about and their interventions were the pre­
lude for a behind-the-scenes deal. Halfpenny 
portrays himself as on the extreme left, but has 
his eyes on Parliament. Di Gregorio won his 
union post with the support of Labor Unity, the 
faction that backs Bob Hawke, the Prime Mini­
ster. Not long after Di Gregorio’s victory it was 
leaked that Labor Unity had backed him in 
order to deal with the ‘left anarchism’ within 
the union—ie. the rank and file tendency to push 
for direct action. It was this tendency that had 
been at the forefront in the push for workers’ 
control. The dispute also demonstrated the im­
portance of active community support. Local 
support groups established themselves not long 
into the dispute and soon became a mainstay of 
the locked-out trammies. At support group 
meetings references were made to the support 
network of the miners strike in Britain. Fin­
ancial support was essential to keep up morale 
but to win the dispute it was recognised that in­
dustrial and community isolation was the prime 
enemy. Solidarity had to be fought for on all 
fronts. At the local level money and food was 
collected and local businesses gladly contri­
buted bulk food and larger donations. The sup­
port groups also played a major role in tackling 
government disinformation: posters and leaflets 
were produced and distributed, pointing out 
that the dispute did not involve stike action. The 
support widened with the public being urged 
not to use the new ticketing system, imposed 
upon other forms of transport—trains and 
buses. A campaign escalated for the boycott of 
the new tickets and of the ticket outlets.

Industrial solidarity from workers in other in-

cibly restrained' because he had been ‘un­
cooperative’. When we asked about his injuries 
we were told that this was classified in­
formation, but that he was being monitored 
daily.
Letfers of protest should be sent to:
Terry Al Morris, Southern Ohio Correctional 
Facility, PO Box 45699, Lucasville, Ohio 
45699-001-000, USA.
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dustries and other sections of the transport in­
dustry was patchy. In the immediate aftermath 
of January 1st bus drivers came out in support 
but after a few days went back when the union 
executive decided for ‘tactical reasons’ that they 
could serve a better purpose in work contri­
buting funds to trammies locked out. Rail 
workers remained at work but took some 
limited action in the form of one day affairs and 
by not fully operating the new ticketing system. 
Building workers ‘blackbanned’ work on gov­
ernment buildings, but constructive direct ac­
tion was on the whole short from other or­
ganised workers. It is this kind of support that 
would have had an immediate effect on the pro­
gress of the dispute. In the past rail workers 
have been let down by tramworkers, now the 
trammies feel let down—its the usual tactics of 
divide and rule. There is a clear argument for 
one public transport union—not a ‘super union' 
modelled on existing lines, but one directly con­
trolled by the members.

On the wider political scene the tram workers 
union, against the wishes of its executive, 
agreed to disaffiliate from the Labor Party. This 
took effect from January 1st and the decision to 
do so is an important step in the union’s move to 
independence.

But the sell-out had in effect begun from day 
one, when the union executive chose nego­
tiation instead of escalation. It ended on 
Februay 2nd, after five weeks, when the union 
leadership signalled their total capitulation to 
the government and made certain that the rank 
and file militants were outmanouvered at a mass 
meeting called to decide on whether to back the 
leadership’s recommendation. The meeting was 
stacked with bus drivers who had no interest in 
the dispute at all and who were prepared to use 
their vote to ensure the dispute did not escalate 
in their direction. As a result a clear majority 
voted for an end to the occupations.

The end, when it came, was bitter and div­
isive. The mass meeting was volatile, to say the 
least, and there was talk of punch-ups and 
lynchings. The press and TV were all over the 
place,eager to film any violence that might 
errupt. The moment the trammies union boss, 
Lou de Gregorio, walked on to the platform 
scores of angry trammies pelted him with tom­
atoes, eggs and even pieces of liver. Abuse was 
exchanged throughout the hall between mili­
tants and those supporting the leadership. 
Sporadic fighting broke out, chairs were thrown 
and it seemed that the meeting might have 
ended without anyone saying anything. But it 
went on. Attempts to declare the meeting illegal 
(not enough notice had been given) and to allow 
speakers from the floor were blocked. After the 
vote, the meeting errupted as some tried to get 
Gregorio and his pals and others attacked the

After some Anarchists daubed the Melbourne 
Times highrise building with grafitti, their re­
porter set out to find how they managed to get 
up the steep sides (they abseiled). They gave 
him the interview, allegedly in masks, inducing 
him to give it in his own flat (a good idea, as 
they’re less likely to distort if they know there's 
a comeback). However, it turned out after all to 
be the usual journalistic combinataion of dis­
tortion and piss-take.
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buses taking the scabs back to the depots. The 
trammies from the most militant depots then 
marched back, with their support groups to 
Brunswick depot to decide what action to take 
next.

Back at the depot everyone agreed that 
although the vote had been Jost the dispute was 
by no means over. The trams would run 
again,but everyone would do what they could to 
achieve their original objectives—to retain two- 
person operated trams and to stop the new. 
ticketing system— by employing ‘guerilla’ 
methods such as go-slows and work-to-rules, 
alongside any escalation of community re­
sistance.

Later that day trammies began to move the 
trams back from the blockade (rather than allow 
non-union labor to tow them back) but making 
certain this was dune as slowly as possible by 
insisting every operational regulation was 
adhered to.

The real truth about how the dispute had been 
sabotaged by the union leadership only came 
out towards the end of the dispute and by then 
many trammies had already given up the 
fight,demoralised by their executive and the 
weeks of stalemate. The leadership had per­
sistently thwarted every effort made by the 
trammies to escalate the dispute, condeming the 
picketing of the main railway yards and the 
buses. Precious little ‘strike’ funds were given 
to the members—most received nothing but re­
lied on their support groups who collected food 
and money locally. A ‘tramathon’ was held on 
one radio station, collecting $14,000 but the 
union never passed this on. The union holds 
over $300,000 members funds in investment ac­
counts—but this money was never distributed.

The union leadership is now claiming that the 
deal they negotiated will mean no tram con­
ductors will lose their jobs—but this is patently 
untrue as the whole strategy of the Government 
is to make massive savings by getting rid of all 
conductors and replacing them with the new 
scratch tickets. Community resistance to the 
new tickets is still strong and a disabled pres­
sure group is still awaiting a court hearing to get 
the new system banned. Public transport users 
have made it clear that they are interested in a 
safe transport system not one where profits 
come first.

/I
1/







involved.lt





	DSC_4128
	DSC_4129
	DSC_4130
	DSC_4131
	DSC_4132
	DSC_4133
	DSC_4134
	DSC_4135



