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unrest and the fascist groups that sprang up in 
the seventies were a deliberately introduced 
counter-balance to workers struggles—an ex­
actly parallel situation with the capitalist 
world).

Jn the spirit of international solidarity and to 
express sympathy with our comrades in the 
KAS members of the Direct Action Movement 
and the Anarchist Black Cross mounted pickets 
of the Soviet embassy in London, the Moscow 
Radio Symphony Orchestra in Leeds and the 
Bolshoi Ballet in Sheffield. Our movement is 
international as is our class. Don’t let Piotr be 
forgotten: publicity for his case makes it less 
hazardous for his co-fighters to continue.

One worker concerned, our comrade Piotr 
Siuda, detailed the activities, named names of 
those responsible for the brutal attacks on the 
people, collected witnesses, made them known 
through the anarcho-syndicalist paper, then into 
the Soviet press such as Komsomolskaya 
Pravda and the Literary Gazette. On 6th July 
last year he detailed a statement before the Sup­
reme Soviet, which might have been obliged, in 
the present climate, to take it up.

PIOTR PETROVITCH SIUDA, 53 year old 
activist of the KAS (Confederation of Anarcho- 
Syndicalists), was killed in secret on the 5th 
May. He had been investigating the repression 
carried out by the KGB in the town of Nov- 
otcherkassk for the KAS paper Volya, and 
making the details widely known through the 
communist press too. It is quite general now to 
publish details of repression and the previously 
unknown armed uprisings against it—provided 
this was in Stalin’s time. It is beginning to be 
the case that State crime and workers’ risings in 
Lenin's time can also be publicised. But Siuda 
went too far. He dealt with vicious repression 
and workers resistance in 1962. The State 
criminals of that period are not just historical 
justifications for Bolshevism: they are still 
struggling for power.

HE RUSSIAN dictatorship, faced with 
economic collapse, has relaxed, but it is 
not dead. As the old entrenched bur­

eaucrats fight for positions on the new capitalist 
bandwagon, they are faced with a workers op­
position not having to lurk in the shadows any 
longer conspiring to revolt but able to organise 
industrially. The political police and the Party 
no longer swoop on all actual, presumed or pot­
ential opponents in mass: they still wipe out 
their determined opponents.

During the sixties the insurrectionary wave 
continued. Piotr Suida was one of the survivors 
of Novotcherkassk when in July 1969 there 
were major strikes in the town. It was part of a 
strike wave that spread over a large part of 
Russia: due to starvation wages, lack of food, 
intolerably strict management. The workers 
were shot down in city after city throughout the 
USSR. In many towns they built barricades 
against the heavily armed soldiers. (The ethnic
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On 5th May this year the body of anarcho- 
syndicalist Piotr Siuda was found, beaten to 
death in his flat. It is srongly felt amongst the 
friends of Piotr that his murder was a direct re­
sult of the information that he had uncovered 
and the political embarassment that it would 
cause to those implicated. Behind the grand 
words of perestroika and glasnost the organs of 
state control still function to silence those who 
are fighting for a truly open and democratic 
society.
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of a confrontation with the State which can only 
intensify and it is around these 500 that we must 
build the solidarity that will take this campaign 
through to victory.

DEFEND THE TRAFALGAR SQ 500!
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bution to the campaign.
Primarily it needs to make contact with all 

those who were arrested at Trafalgar Square 
and all who witnessed any of these arrests. It 
also needs any photos or video coverage of the 
demonstration.

All the stops are going to be pulled out by the 
prosecution in defence of the police riot. By op­
posing and exposing the show trials of the def­
endants which will be staged this summer we 
can undermine the State’s efforts to divide and 
discredit the movement.

The Trafalgar Square 500 are the first victims 
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TSDC
c/o Haldane Society Lawyers

Panther House
38 Mount Pleasant 

London WC1 
(tel: 071-833-8958)
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assment, anti-poll tax activists are being raided 
and questioned. In some cases stalls and events 
have received their undue attention. The police 
are also working in the opposite direction. 
Known political activists have been raided and 
having their photos matched against those taken 
at Trafalgar Square. This is happening all round 
the country and while at the present the raids 
are sporadic ‘fishing expeditions’, it must be 
concidered that they are laying the ground work 
for a concerted campaign against the anti-poll 
tax movement and the political activists in­
volved in it.

This makes it all the more imperative that 
those arrested at Trafalgar Square are sup­
ported. We are no movement at all unless we 
can collectively defend those persecuted for 
their opposition to the poll tax—whether it be 
through police aggression or because of non­
payment. And we cannot rely on a purely legal 
defence. As the reallity of mass non-payment 
begins to take effect, the Tories will not simply 
turn round and scrap their ‘flagship’; they will 
just move the goal posts to make the enforcing 
of collection and prosecution easier. The only 
defence we can rely on is the collective sol­
idarity of our class.

The Trafalgar Square Defendants Campaign 
(TSDC) was set up on May 3 involving def­
endants, solicitors, anti-poll tax activists and 
supporters. It is an independant organisation 
run by and accountable to those arrested; all of 
whom it unconditionally supports. To be able to 
mount an effective defence campaign it is es­
sential that all local, town and regional fed­
erations back it wholeheartedly. This backing 
must be more than just financial (though this is 
important—the TSDC needs to raise at least 
£50,000) but we must make an active contri-
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FTER A DECADE under the Tory 
dictatorship the ruling class has 
become unused to having its authority 

questioned. It has never been accustomed to 
having it defied. Not only did the Trafalgar 
Square demonstration stand up to the police and 
question its authority to attack with impunity 
popular demonstrations, but it and the broader 
mass non-payment movement attacks the ‘right’ 
of the elected dictatorship to impose its law 
without recourse to those it governs. But the 
State will not stand back and see its power ques­
tioned. It will try and crush any attempt to un­
dermine it and is starting with those arbitrarily 
arrested in the ‘Battle of Trafalgar’.

Operation Carnaby is the largest operation 
ever mounted by the Metropolitan Police. 137 
officers are working their way through 30,000 
photographs and 90 hours of video from the de­
monstration. It is backed up by a special riot 
prosecution service’, the first of its kind within 
the Crown Prosecution Service which has 13 
lawyers and 10 administrative staff working full 
time to speed the cases to court. Already since 
the initial 396 were arrested on the day a further 
72 have been charged and rriore can be ex­
pected. The role of the police and the judiciary 
has never been clearer. In the year when the in­
crease in the crime rate—and that of anti-social 
crime in particular—has soared to its highest 
level since the war they have shown their priori­
ties. The myth that they serve and protect the 
public has become a obvious lie and one that is 
becoming apparent to more and more people. 
They serve their political paymasters alone.

But Operation Carnaby is only the basis of a 
larger police campaign. Sometimes using the 
pretext of photographic evidence from the dem­
onstration, sometimes in acts of blatant har­
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Although it started around pay and staffing 
levels, the dispute has escalated into a political 
strike. Nalgo have been paying strike pay to the 
cashiers, and there has been good support from 
other council workers, particularly in Housing 
Benefits. However; there are problems with 
ACTSS, the scab white collar union that’s part 
of the T & G. ACTSS members regularly march 
through picket lines, and actively work against 
solidarity, showing the complete bankruptcy of 
reformist, social democratic trade unionism.

Other councils in London are also in dispute. 
Few readers will be unaware of the attempt by 
the Labour Party’s leadership to sack Andy 
Murphy in Hackney. After Andy spoke out in 
defence of poll tax rioters on TV on behalf of 
Class War, a Tory MP with Special Branch 
connections found out where Andy worked. 
This was raised with Kinnochio, whose Private 
Secretary phoned Hackney Council and told 
them to get rid of him. After a campaign by 
Hackney Nalgo, and fearful of disruption to the 
local elections, Labour backed down. However, 
after the election, they reinstituted the dis­
ciplinary against Andy, contrary to their offi­
cers’ advice, and their own policy (Hackney 
Labour Party had passed a motion in support of 
the right of council workers to express opin­
ions, except for fascists and racists). As we go 
to press, the situation is in the balance.

In Lewisham, Neville Adams, the Head of the 
Race Unit, was sacked for writing a letter! The 
letter critiscised the councils’ lack of com­
mitment to equality (they had scrapped the Race 
& Women’s Unit last year, and set up a new 
Equalities Development Unit with fewer 
powers and a wider range of work to cover). 
Equalities Units were only achieved through the 
struggle of black people and women. The most
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THIS YEAR'S official May Day Rally in
Sheffield was successfully disrupted by the 

large, 1,000 plus crowd that showed up after it 
had refused a platform to anti-poll tax speakers. 
A chant of ‘Are you paying’ was quickly adop-. 
ted by the majority of the people there. Martin 
Flannery, MP for Hillsborough, was reduced to 
denouncing ‘outside agitators’ and claimed he 
had received similar treatment from fascists! 
His speech was drowned out and he was forced 
to leave the platform after first attempting to get 
council heavies to shift the ‘troublemakers’ and 
then asking for a show of hands to see how 
many wished to hear his speech (apparently 
about 5 people only!).
Jimmy Knapp was next up and he also failed to 
provide an answer to the question of poll tax 
payment. The rally thus reclaimed, the union 
bigwigs left in their microplane and the real 
rally began as local people began coming for­
ward from their anti-poll tax groups to proclaim 
their resistance to the tax. The anarchists had 
been particularly active in organising the dis­
ruption of the official rally and therefore, were 
none too surprised to find themselves in the 
papers the next day being described as a ‘small 
knot of anarchist thugs’ and a ‘bunch of hooli­
gans’. All fairly predictable, of course, but 
what else can be expected from a media that 
supports the government and its policies and re­
fuses to accept that the working classes are 
quite capable of deciding for themselves what 
they think is best for them?

THERE IS currently a concerted attack by 
employers on the pay and conditions oi 
local council workers. This attack has 
been hardest in Labour boroughs, particularly 

those with a tradition of ‘left’ control. A 
common feature has been the willingness of 
Labour councillors to victimise activists and in­
terfere against the advice of chief officers ( a bit 
like the shareholders getting involved in the day 
to day running of a private company, against 
the wishes of the Managing Director). As anar­
chists, we don't believe that Labour is any 
better than the Tories as management, and we 
need to make quite clear that just because our 
bosses wear red roses and talk about Nicaragua, 
they are still our enemies.

The most encouraging development has been 
the strike by Housing Cashiers in Greenwich, 
over collection of the poll tax. Cashiers were 
told that they’d have to collect poll tax from 
April 1st, without any extra money, staff, 
training or anything. Cashiers in the Borough 
Treasurers department had accepted a deal 
which gave them an upgrading. The Housing 
cashiers refused to collect it and 11 were sus­
pended on April 28th. However, they had or­
ganised at a rank and file level across the bor­
ough, rather than rely on Nalgo’s structures. 
Needless to say, Greenwich residents are more 
than happy to respect the picket lines and not 
pay their poll tax. Of the £6 million due, only 
£1.6 million has been collected. Management 
have tried all sorts of dirty tricks to break the 
strike, and have refused to negotiate. Once 
again, the Labour Party stand exposed as the 
cringing hypocrites they are, claiming that they 
support the strikers, and then having a whip for 
Labour members to attend the Joint Committee 
to make sure that the negotiations were vetoed.

1. Who first said history repeats itself—the first 
time as tragedy, the second time as farce—and 
what example did he give of this dubious gen­
eral proposition?
2. Who first said religion is the opium of the 
people and why so?
3. There are few British opera composers 
alive—so why does Alan Bush get neglected 
here?
4. After WWII the Polish Anarchists re-formed 
publicly—they were later suppressed by the 
Communist authorities, but why did some el­
ements in the government first think the Anar­
chists might be allowed to function openly?
5. What accidental ruse enabled many German 
Anarchists to be released from concentration ‘ 
camps in the early years‘of the Nazi regime?

Answers on Page 7

effective ones (usually those that are being 
scrapped now) have proved to be a thorn in the 
side of management. Certainly, Neville Adams 
has fulfilled this role. Lewisham Nalgo have 
had 2 one day strikes in support of his re­
instatement, and are balloting on all-out action. 
Meanwhile, the council have appointed a white, 
male, middle class Labour Party member as 
Head of Equalities Development Unit (or 
European Domination Unit, as it has been 
termed). Another black activist in Lewisham is 
also threatened with disciplinary, this time for 
using a photocopier! It comes as no surprise that 
black workers are fast losing faith in Lewisham. 
Could anyone have any faith in a council whose 
leader recently said in The Independent that 
making dustmen work four times harder was a 
socialist act? It’s a good job Ceausescu was 
shot, or Lewisham would have brought him in 
as a consultant. Similar goings on are occuring 
in Newham, where the head of Race Equality 
looks like losing his job, too. It seems that the 
fashion of five or six years ago for Labour 
councils to be seen to be doing something about 
race and sex equality has definitely past. No 
commitment can be expected from incoming 
Tory councils, either, the first thing Ealing did 
was to scrap all the equalities units, in a very 
high-handed manner. Hopefully, Lewisham 
Nalgo members will vote to show Lewisham 
where to put their unprincipled opportunism. 
The real potential to make these policies work 
lies with the workers, united in struggle.

Tory controlled Croydon also has a dispute 
on its hands, after sacking a principal officer 
within the Mental Handicap service. George 
Wright was the only union member at that level 
of responsibility, and he was sacked for ‘gross 
misconduct’. What was this heinous crime ?

Was it theft, sexual misconduct, assault ? No, 
management objected to the way he handled a 
risk situation. George was sacked by a manager 
with no experience in the service concerned, 
who has no qualifications in social work and got 
his post without, an interview. His fellow 
workers within the Mental Handicap Service 
demanded a ballot, and won it overwhelmingly. 
They’ve been out since 25th April.

What links all these disputes is their overt 
political nature, and the fact that councils are 
clearly planning for their poll tax deficits. 
When councils firm up their budgets in the 
Autumn, they’re going to realise that the money 
isn’t there.(Non-payment in London currently 
stands at around 75%). That means cuts, and 
they’re trying to soften up the ground be­
forehand. So, they are demanding the right to 
politically vet employees. Obviously, the ones 
they don’t want are anarchists, committed 
socialists and black and women activists. They 
think we’re a pain, and fight back too much. It’s 
OK to protest, but not when it threatens Labour 
in the polls. We must state loud and clear that 
we have nothing in common with our em­
ployers, whatever their political hue. Apo­
logists for the Labour Party say that if we take 
that attitude, everywhere will be like 
Wandsworth. For a start, Wandsworth is an ex­
ception, just like in the private sector there are 
exceptionally nasty bosses, as well as those that 
aren’t quite so bad. Secondly, with Labour’s 
current startegy, as typified by Lewisham, we’ll 
get there in the end anyway.

An Anarcho-syndicalist council worker.

The class war is the conflict of interest 
■ principally between those who live by 

their labour and those whose money works for 
them and gives them an interest in exploitation. 
It is a caricature of the class war to associate it 
solely with rioting—though rioting can result 
from it as sometimes for other reasons too (e.g 
racial); or to say that it is just a clash between 
rich and poor.

Workers who press their demands with 
vigour in particular circumstances can in 
advanced capitalist countries become home and 
car owners, even have investments, and people 
from the upper classes, in a hard-headed 
middle-class society, whose families have never 
worked or traded, can squander away their 
assets. Also, the Western myth is that 
everybody is middle class. This serves to cam­
ouflage class struggle but it continues as an 
economic fact.

People might change classes (by luck, prom­
otion or marriage etc), the way they change nat­
ionalities, but the basic economic system does 
not change nor the struggle which comes out of 
it. One can take a more or less active part in the 
actual struggle as individual circumstances 
might be; but one is still affected by the war, 
which is still on.
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The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 
and the miners they represent have been struck 
another blow by a Tory government obsessed 
by their destruction. It was leaked in May that 
the jobs of 30,000 miners were under threat fol­
lowing the abandonment of a Government 
pledge to install £2 billion worth of chimney 
‘scrubbers' and instead to allow the newly 
privatised electricity generating companies to 
import more low-sulphur coal (of which South 
Africa is the largest exporter) and to use gas.

The connection between the coal and elec­
tricity industries has always been very close 
with most coal going to make electricity and 
most electricity being generated by coal. Before 
the privatisation of the electricity generating in­
dustry the government dictated the terms be­
tween the two state industries (though it would 
be naive to think that post-privatisation the situ­
ation would be different). Since 1980 the gov­
ernment has chosen to move revenue amounting 
to over £1 billion from the coal 
side to the electricity side of the equation. This 
money that has gone into increasing the profits 
of the Central Electricity Generating Board and 
the electricity supply industry prior to 
privatisation and propping up an ailing Nuclear 
Industry which is such a liability that even with 
government sweeteners it couldn’t be

stead we have seen prices rise by 15 %. 
‘Environmental awareness’ of the climatic 

changes connected with burning fossil fuels has 
dampened support for the miners and the gov­
ernment will cynically take advantage of this. 
The irony is that the NUM has a far more en­
lightened attitude to the environment. In evi­
dence given to the Hinkley C inquiry, Mr. 
Feickert, the representative of the NUM said, 
‘The NUM believes that there will be no ‘en­
vironmental shock’ if action is taken to invest in 
highly flexible advanced coal technologies, 
together with other advanced fuel applications, 
wind, wave and solar energy, and ally these 
technologies with a concerted energy con­
servation drive. In this way the environment 
could be upgraded, many jobs created and local 
initiatives generated. All that is required is the 
replacement of the revenge motive with some 
vision at the centre of UK political life.’

AT & TM

■ What is the class war?

Anarcho-Syndicalist Council Workers 
(London) can be contacted c/o NLDAM, c/o 
187 High Road, LONDON N22.

privatised. The price to the miners and the 
mining communities has been the loss of 
100,000 jobs.

Now with the importing of artificially cheap 
foreign coal the cost of coal mined in Britain 
will have to be slashed again causing the loss of 
the 30,000 jobs and the closure of one-third of 
the remaining pits. It is ironic that 49 of the pits 
closed over the last few years produced the very 
same low-sulphur coal now required.

The pits now under threat are in South 
Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire. Not- 
tinghamsire is the heartland of the Union of De­
mocratic Mine workers, the scab union whose 
members stayed at work during the 1984 strike 
while other mineworkers made a stand for the 
future of their industry. The UDM are now 
reaping the reward of their treachery, but have 
dragged the rest of the industry down with 
them.

In the perverted world of capitalist economics 
which deems it preferable to mine coal 2,000 
miles away and ship it in through ports 
which will have to be purpose built, the con­
sumer can expect no advantage from the fall in 
coal price. The price cuts will only produce 
money to line the pockets of the capitalists. The 
past cuts in the price of coal should have led to a 
4% reduction in the price of electricity, but in­
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