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Anarcho-(Showbiz)-Quiz

1, Which international film star
gained fame and fortune by play-
ing a succession of macho roles as
war heroes (or sometimes Nazi vil-
lains) being physically free to do so
as a legally exempted conscien-
tious objector on pacifist grounds?

2. Was Leon Trotsky ever a film
extra in New York?

3. What deposed lrish-born dicta-
tor (or national liberator, accord-
ingto opinion) not only wrote wrote
and lectured incessantly on the
events leading to abdication, but
appeared personally in the stage
version?

4. What connection is there be-
tween not paying the poll tax and
watchingthe TV series "Murder, She
Wrote'?

5. What character from English his-
tory (important enough to have pubs
named after him!) has often been
shown on screen, yet Hollywood
never dreamed of having him
played by his direct male descen-
dant (though a major American
film star)?

6. What film star was suspected of
dodgy undercover operations dur-
ing the Spanish civil war and of
beinga U.S. Naziagentupto (some
say even after, but that's unlikely)

America’s entry into the world war? |

7. What film star was not born in
Tasmania, despite claiming to be
(and how does that tell us some-
thing about Hollywood)?
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WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO

BLACK FLAG ? (conT)
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and Book in the other. This is trans-
muted into what are supposed to
pbe street fighting terms are the stuff
of farce.

The effect of the Anglo-American
peace and commercialised music
movement , confused with the
anarchist morass and vice versq,
has been to substitute first wishy-
washy pacifisim and pemanent
protest. Then when peaceful pro-
test fails, the morass thinks allit has to
do is to make the protests more
effective with a bit of the old street
fighting. Nomatterwhatitis - exces-
sive tax, redundancies, war, inva-
sion, cruelty to animals, let’s go and
have a bash at the police. Fair
enough, good clean fun, reminis-
cent of the past and more effective
than offering them flowers, but to
what purpose?

Does this affect the working class in
the slightest? They are in the main
hostile because they resent seeing
the movement they build up being
taken over , its original inhabitants
almost totally ‘evicted,” and used
for purely liberal and political pur-
poses with which they may or may
not be in sympathy. AIlsO, it is not

exactly asecretthatinayear ortwo
the people who tag alongside ev-

ery major demonstration carrying.

advertising slogans for Socialist Worker
and the like, reducing every event
to an advertising campaign,willin @
few years be in journalism, advertis-
INg Or even management,, using
their experience on the other side.

The reactionary Old Guard of the
Labour Party knows full well that the
only effect of its so-called left wing,
and trots of various hues, will be to
par them from power because of
the image they project of eccentric
Tories as against ordinary ones. Their
electoral prospects always de-
pended on the working class and
they have tossed it away for dubi-
ous ideology, leaving British politics,
ike American, as a personality game
fought out in the media. Their fate
does not concern us, butwe have
the same problem of dissociating
ourselves, if for different reasons.

f we want a movement, not @
morass, we have to assert our differ-
ences with these false allies, Marxist
or libertarian, positively. If one seeks
unity with them, one doesn’'t have
the working class, it's as smple as
that - whatever should or should
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not be the case. Generations of ac-
tivists have pbeen burned out by them
, they are used as ameans of assert-
iNng control both by the leaders of

- the demonstrations and by author-

ity itself - and still their effectiveness
as opposed to industrial organisa-
tion on the one hand or guerrilla
action on the other has not beer
assessed,

For this reeason Black Flag and the
anarchist movement proper has lost

the pool in which it used to swim,
which was working class activism.
Resistance movements, where they
could not be taken over, have been
duplicated and imitated by Gov-
ernment agents of one sorrt of
another (e.g. the original Red Army
Fraction in Gemmany, Action Directe
N France, are instances where
phoney organisations have been
puilt'with the same names, the Red
Brigades in ltaly were taken over,
the process of trying to confuse is
taking place in the former Soviet
countries, and most successfully it
nas happened in Spain where a
whole organised labourmovement
has been copiedin order to destroy
it s a revolutionary force.

We do not weep that Black Flag
influence is back to square one and
has to rebuild again. SO has the
whole revolutionary anarchist move-
ment, sO is working class organisa-
tion. When the working class organi-
sationrevives, its militant sections will
revive (note how "militant” has been
made into a dirty word by being
used by parliamentary bolsheviks).
when there are working class activ-
I5sts there will be anarcho-syndicalist
sectors, andinthem we thrive. With-
out them we are a solitary plant
growing in a paved street.

The situation can change almost
overnight (as it has done in the Soviet
Union). Let us be ready. Build up our
nuclei now. Thereis nothing to hope
on the parliamentary horizon, and
the years of depression have gradu-

- dlly pushed the working class out oi

production where it has potential
power to enforced State depend-
ency ortoservitude where it cannot
control. Thisis what creates apathy
or despair but this is what we must
combat, if need be, for the time

peing, as lone voices in the wilder-
Ness.







