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Being a revolutionary anarchist can sometimes seem daunting. With all the attacks
facing us from bosses, the State and other forms of authority, it can appear that a free
society is a long way away. But in this issue there are a number of articles which show
that the way we organise can be achieved in the here and now, and that in itself can open
up new possibilities for resistance, creativity and self-organisation.

This can be on a small scale, as the example of the IWW in New Milton shows. One
person was able to make a difference. This doesn’t mean that the five workers who joined
the IWW will immmediately or automatically become revolutionaries, but it will give them
a sense of what can be done when you organise collectively in a libertarian way.

We speak to a Liverpool docker about the struggle ot the whartfies in Australia - his
message is clear “Each individual can change things, and collectively we can do more™.
The dockers are considering transforming their paper. The Dockers Charter, into a paper
for a rank and file union movement. We hope they do, not because we see that as an end
in itself, but because such a forum, run by a group as universally respected as the dock-
ers, would open up more possibilities.

We interview Newham Monitoring Project, a grassroots group who have done prac-
tical work against racist and police attacks for nearly 20 years. They used to be funded.
but it was withdrawn last year. Despite that they carry on and the lessons we can learn
from them are many, and relevant to much we do as anarchists.

And to Bradford - a lot of work well done, a lot of barriers broken down and commu-
nications established. But there is more to it than a weekend of celebration and discus-
sion for 250 or so activists. One of the contentions of authoritarian socialists like the
SWP is that you need a centralised Party to “learn the lessons of the past”. What events
like May Day 98 in Bradford prove 1s that you don’t, and that forums which respect
differences can be more constructive than anything that ever happens at Marxism.

Now who wants to organise next year’s?
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The May Day Celebrations in Bradford
this year included not only a march and
bands but a 3-day conference organised by
anarchists from around the country.

May Day 98 grew out of the desire for
change and self analysis that has been mak-
ing itself felt in the movement for about a
year. The main priorities of the conferences
were not to produce any orderly proposals
or achieve on-paper unity, but to talk to
each other without sectarian barriers, to
look honestly at our failures and to use our
collective imagination as to the way ahead.
To achieve this the conference was struc-
tured into groups of fifteen to twenty peo-
ple and participants were split up from their
mates to encourage a wider circulation of
ideas and to stop cliques from dominating
discussions.

The groups had four main themes for
discussion, which were: away from the
margins, all worked up, land ecology and
the environment and dreamtime. Some
groups stuck to this, others ignored it and
just talked about what they wanted. Topics

Only 29 NF stood alongside organ
grinder Jack Straw and his monkey Mike
O’Brien in the increasingly dirty campaign
against asylum seekers. This was the most
the new NF could manage to turn out in
Dover at the end of February. Straw
couldn’t make it but he sent along most of
Kent’s finest in solidarity. Shuffling along
the sea front surrounded by cops is not ex-
actly walking tall but it did provide the
police intelligence units with a lot of cam-
era practice on anti-fascists. Straw and
O’Brien meanwhile are facing up to the
facts that detention and harassment will not
deter either people fleeing persecution or
British people from standing by them. Most
of us understand that people do not flee
across whole continents attracted by New

of note ranged L D
from a discussion PRV
of space travel in {
one group to a big (EREG_—_G_G .
argument about S
whether we can
have cups of tea
after the revolu-
tion in another (If
there’s no tea I quit
now! But we will
eradicate lemsip.)

The confer-
ence was attended
by about 250 peo-
ple, a quarter women. There had been plans
to have a women-only group, but most
women felt this would mean the other
groups were very male dominated. So in-
stead there was one men only group (not
self-selecting and some men weren’t too
happy about it) so that there were at least a
third women in the other groups.

Some felt the conference would have
been more productive if it had been more

much and many returned to Slovakia or the
Czech republic but for some who have
stayed, luck and legal representation has
meant that they will be able to stay here. 4
key appeals were allowed by an Immigra-
tion Adjudicator who ruled that the Home
Office decision was against the UK’s obli-
gations as a signatory of the 1951 Conven-
tion relating to the Status of Refugees.
O’Brien and Straw were too gutless to ap-
peal these decisions but still maintain their
same racist diatribe against the Slovak
Roma.

This 1s not the end of the matter. Many
Roma will still lose their appeals and be
deported. The appeals system is a lottery.

W

focused, but overall people were positive
and felt inspired, especially by the friend-
liness and lack of backbiting. For me the
conference was summed up by the feed-
back session on the last day, where instead
of the usual dismal bureaucracy the room
was buzzing, people were laughing, jok-
ing and hurling affectionate insults at the
speakers. I left for once with faith in our
movement, and hope for the future.

asylum seekers update

Most adjudicators are merely rich bigots
with time on their hands. Many Roma, and
other refugees, continue to face racism,
harassment or ill-treatment from the police
here. Ibrahima Sey and Shiji Lapite fled
Gambia and Nigeria only to be killed by
cops here. For the Roma, refugee status
may be inappropriate anyway as it makes
travel even more difficult. For all asylum
seekers and all of us it is state borders, a
system that dictates who can and can’t live
where, which confine us. Fighting along-
side refugees is part of a fight against rac-
ism, nationalism and siate power.

below:hidden behind the lines of police are a sad bunch of bigots on a trip to the seaside

LLabour’s New Deal. In Slovakia, for ex-
ample, the far right operate with impu-
nity and even encouragement and co-op-
eration form the authorities. A militant op-
position is slowly emerging. Meanwhile,
some Roma families have fled what even
the US state department and the UN rec-
ognise as persecution. Straw and O’Brien
have used detention and the asylum laws
to try and railroad the Roma back to
Slovakia. In some cases detention was too
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