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FOR

editorial

The country we live in is currently waging war on another. Many of us are
opposed to the war. How many of us feel anything we say or do makes any
difference?

The majority of Kosovar Albanians support NATO because they see no other
force able to defend their interests. NATO, meanwhile, has bombed Belgrade
while the Yugoslav army shells those fleeing ethnic cleansing and active KLA
units in the region, completely without NATO response. Western intervention in
Bosnia was done to suppress democracy, partition the country and propup
Milosevic. This time round, the best money 1s on a partitionist solution again.

We feature here an article by a member of International Workers Aid, which
attempts to answer the question of “what can we do?” In Greece, there have
been blockades of NATO troops, and in Italy, people have attempted to storm the
airbases from which the bombers fly.

The anti-war movement’s lack of presence here cannot be divorced from the
absence of a militant, politically independent working class movement. If we are
serious about opposing the agenda of Blair and Clinton we have to rebuild the
tradition of class struggle anarchism in the UK. This means building a movement
that deals with everyday realities like supporting prisoners, fighting for better
services, providing solidarity with refugees. Our movement talks a lot about building
communities of resistance. Rhetoric, though, does not change a thing. The first
step to rebuilding a working class anarchist movement has to be recognising why
one does not now exist. A number of articles here address that task.
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HoME NEws

International Workers Day 1999. Sev-
eral hundred people gather at the Tower of
London. In smaller groups they descend
underground, on to the Tube. At Liver-
pool Street station they meet up, on the
clockwise bound circle line platform, wait-
ing for a particular train. On board decora-
tions go up, lengths of brightly coloured
material decorate the carriages, balloons are
released, slogans displayed, games set out,
music played, food given away and signs
erected declaring the line under joint
worker/passenger control. The Tube is
transformed from a dull empty alienated
space. The Party Line has begun.

A leaflet is distributed, mimicking in
style that of London Underground (LU),
ripping off their distinctive font and logo’s.
In content however, it is something else,
setting out the case against privatisation,
showing how strikes are good for workers
and commuters alike, and linking this to
the demand for a free transport system and
to the need for a new world.

The tube moves off and, at Tower Hill,
more people join in. The cops stop the
train here, announcing it will go no further.
As a stand off ensues sadly many, but not
all, of the other passengers leave the train.
After 15 minutes, the train moves off, not
stopping again until Embankment. From
there we are put on another tube, non-stop
to Clapham Common, the publicised end
of the Party Line. There the party heads
out into the open, to join the dope smokers
on the common. Two hours after it began,
the action is over.

May Day - Our Day

The action originated with the call to
do something more creative, more fun, more
revolutionary and more proletarian on May
Day. instead of simply tail ending the offi-
cial parade. Tube workers had already taken
strike action against privatisation and in

defence of their terms and conditions. The

strikes were planned for the beginning of

the year, but LU obtained an injunction
using the anti-strike laws. A new ballot
was held, leading to a strike from 6pm on
Valentines Day. The popularity of this
was demonstrated by the lack of traffic on
the Monday, as commuters took the chance
for a day of leisure. Popular support could
also be seen at Hammersmith, for example,
where home made placards declared “we
love the Tube Strikers” against the back-
ground of a red heart.

Last year sparks working on the Jubi-
lee Line extension won a series of reforms
from the hard line private management
when they took wildcat action outside the
unions control, in an example to us all. The
privatisation of the Tube will have a major
impact on Londoners, leading to worse
service, fare increases and corners cut with
health and safety. It was decided to hold a
tube party as a way of showing solidarity
with the tube workers with the potential to
unite all proletarian Londoners.

The Good, the Bad and
the ...

In the main the action was a success.
A large number of people attended. The
decorations were brilliant, the food good
(although not enough people brought
any), the atmosphere was light hearted and
the leaflet was great. So far there has only
been limited feedback from tube workers,
but there have been requests for further
information and a number of positive com-
ments. The leaflet has also become sought
after. After such an action, however, we
have the opportunity to reflect upon it with
the benefit of hindsight, and to draw what
lessons we can for the future.

The Tactics of the Cops

Large numbers of cops were antici-
pated. At the start they were clueless.
Motorcycles and vans were standing by,

useless on
the tube!
Rumour has it
they thought
the Dome was
the target!
However, as the
action pro- gressed, so did the
COpS response.

One of the main aims of the action was
to transform the tube for its users. In do-
ing so we hoped to break down barriers
and talk to other passengers, encouraging
them to join in. The cops were largely suc-
cessful in preventing this, not by curtail-
ing the party early (that possibility had
been foreseen), but by running our tube
non-stop. Such tactics had not been pre-
dicted and this was a weakness, which will
have to be overcome in any future tube
parties. Publicising the destination of the
party was a mistake, as it allowed the cops
to direct us there. Without this it would
have been harder for them.

Our Self-isolation

However, it was not only the cops who
succeeded in isolating us. To a large ex-
tent we did so ourselves. From the outset
there were a number of protesters who de-
clined to follow the facilitators, seemingly
because they did not look the part (it seems
to have escaped them that the facilitators
may have had good reason to be anony-
mous - how will we fare on June 187?). The
plan was to spread people in small groups
along the circle line, as far back as Kings
Cross, thus making it less easy to close
stations. Whilst most of the facilitators
did a fantastic job in getting people on the
tube under the noses of the cops, even the
earliest groups only went as far as Liver-
pool Street. Everyone gathered there and
it was luck (or stupidity on their part) that
the cops allowed the train to stop. It seems
there is great comfort in numbers.

Once on the tube only a small minority
(cont. page 6)
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May Day on the Tube (continued)

of people made any effort to talk to their
fellow passengers. To most of them I sus-
pect that we represented a heterogeneous
and inward looking group. Even the leaf-
let, which was aimed at everyone, was not
used effectively. For example, at Clapham
Common there was a northbound tube
when we arrived. Only a couple of people
passed leaflets through the window to be
distributed to the obviously interested pas-
sengers.

Consumer Party Culture

Whilst there were inspiring home made
signs and decorations only a few people,
outside of the organising groups, contrib-
uted anything to the party. Most turned
up expecting to be entertained. This was
especially ironic, given that the leaflet pro-
claimed:

Packed together at rush hour, miser-
able faces, nobody talking with anyone
else, hiding behind personal stereos, or
looking at the adverts for products that
never satisfy the tube is as alienated an

environment as the traffic jam.

Perhaps this is a wider problem of the
party protest scene. Certainly the lack of
politics was evident. The first leaflet call-
ing for the action had linked it to the judi-
cial murder of the Haymarket martyrs, who
died for their part in a reformest struggle

linked to revolutionary ends. The second
leaflet, however, concentrated on the case
of privatisation, making only a single refer-
ence to May Day. The problem with this is
that, as our history 1s forgotten, everything
has to be rediscovered and experienced as
though for the first time, neglecting valu-
able lessons from the past.

Moving On

As | said at the beginning the action
itself was largely successful. Ifthis article
seems over critical, it stems from the desire
to make any action better next time (and
can in large parts be read as self-criticism).
On the 4 May Railtrack announced their
willingness to run the whole Tube network
as a privatised entity. In doing so they
came to the rescue of the Government, who
have been unable to find anyone willing to
take on the deep lines. The struggle against
privatisation will therefore continue. RMT
are launching a campaign and discussing
further strike action. In supporting this and
doing further actions, we need to continue
to link our opposition to privatisation with
the need of our class for communism.

The most positive aspect of the Party
Line was the fact that we broke with at-
tending the boring lefty May Day parade.
Next year International Workers Day falls
on the Bank Holiday Monday. We need to
think of bigger and better ways to celebrate
it. After all we have a tradition to uphold.

Support Des Warren

In 1972, there was a bitter national build-
ing strike, which culminated in the “Shrews-
bury 24” conspiracy trial. Shrewsbury was
selected because the sheriff was a member
of the McAlpine building family, and the
state could be sure of a conviction. Des
Warren was given 3 years, Ricky Tomlinson
(later of Brookside fame) got 2 years, and
the other 22 lesser terms or heavy fines.
Des insisted he was a political prisoner and
refused to wear uniform. Despite never
being violent, he was administered the lig-
uid cosh. On release, he was found to be
suffering from addiction to tranquillisers
and drug-induced Parkinson’s Disease.

With the help of the Des Warren Trust
Fund, set up to help him, he has overcome
the addiction, but has been advised that
nothing more can be done for him here.

The Trust has approached Cuba,

whose medical services have a far better
record on Parkinson’s, and the Cubans
have offered Des a 5 week course. The cost
is £10,000, and the Trust is appealing for
money to make this happen.

Cheques, POs to Des Warren trust
Fund, c/o 3 Alma Terrace, Stanley Village,

Crook, Co. Durham, DL15 9QP
Source: Building Worker Group

@ Trade Unionists

A new network of anarchists In
tradesunions has been set up. “The @TU
does not have a line on whether anarchists
should or should not join trade unions.” It
is intended as a forum, a network of con-
tacts and a platform for debate on work
and union related issues. For their news-

letter send four 1st class stamps to: Box
EMAB 88 Abbey Street, Derby, DE22 35Q

or email williamgodwin7@hotmail.com

Dover Public
Meeting
raises sSpirits

April 27th saw a well-attended public
meeting in Dover, called by Dover Resi-
dents Against Racism and the National
Union of Teachers. About 150 people,
mainly from East Kent, heard speakers from
the NUT, the RMT, Youth Against Racism
in Europe and the Refugee Council talk
about the situation in the town.

Patrick Carey, NUT publicity officer,
compared the situation of Kosovans now
that they are acceptable, with their situa-
tion before the bombing, and the situation
of all other refugees now. He blamed
schools and the media for failing to offer
any alternative view of refugees than that
of the gutter press.

Bill Martin of the RMT said that Dover
had been damaged enough by the nazis
during the last war, and they should not be
let in now.

There were many lively contributions
from the floor, including a critical one say-
ing it was “preaching to the converted”.
However, the real benefit of the meeting
was to get a good turnout and increase the
confidence of anti-racists in Dover. The war
in Yugoslavia has changed the media situ-
ation for asylum seekers, but the most
prominent media racist, Nick Hudson, edi-
tor of the Dover Express, didn’t show his
face.

a right royal rave-up

London and South East counties
MA’M groups turned out to welcome her
majesty on an unannounced visit to
Basildon and Southend, Essex. The police
were extremely twitchy about the arrival of
protestors and nicked one for criminal dam-
age to a flower bed in Southend and five
more in Basildon. All were later released
without charge. Despite the heavy handed
policing a good time was had by all and
this over-reaction shows that this is a
sensitve area. We are at least beginning to
irritate them.

any excuse for a new hat

After joining the June 18th action in
the City, MA’M will head for Windsor on
the 19th June for the Royal Wedding. Bring
you own “confetti” and contact MA’M for
invites. [PO Box 14672, London, E9 SUQ)].
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